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by'Ruth Elbaum 

Al,;d Abraham drew near -and said: Wilt thou indeed sweep away the 
righteous withi the wicked? , shalt not the Judge of all the earth 
ddjustly? ' 

,', Theflrst ones destroyed were the children ' 
,the/irstwere' they detained for death 
theJirst into the wagons of slaughter; 
they were thrown into the wagons, the huge wagons, 

'like heaps of refuse, like the ashes of the earth 
and [bey transported them, 
killed them 
exterminated them 
without remnant or remembrance 

.... rhe best of my children were all wiped out l 

Oh woe unto me -
Doom and Desolation.' 

Genesis 

from "the First One, 
by Yiuhak Katl.Ot'lson In 

The Flame and tlit' Flin, 

reprinted in 
Out of the Whirlutnd 

18:23 

Finding the beautiful, significant quotes is not difficult Juxtaposing 
thernio suggest tqe agonizing unreality of the Holocaust and the questions 
it r,aises is not difficult. "God made man because he loves stories" - but 
tellingtnestory is much more demanding, It calls for a structure, some 
coherence" tentative direction,' and the difficult task of resolution The 
supreme challenge to the contemporary European Jewish writer. such as 
novelist; Andre Schwarz-Bart and Elie Wiesel; and poets Uri Zvi Greenberg 
and Nellie: Sachs; is to assume this responsibility to be "messenger of the 
,dead,,;' ,For these writers, the Holocaust was not just another tragedy among 
tragedies: ,its implica.tion for the' na.ture of man and the nature of God, its 

: significance for the name "Jew" and the future of the Jewish people are 
uniquelyprcifoond. " . 

. RtithElbaurrvisa student at Radcliff Col/ege. 

In his introductory quotlltion to, Laslof Jhe ]~st.frorri 
by M. Jaztrun, Schwarz-Bart first suggests~the 
of the Nazi slaughter: 

IS 

, .. How may I mark your obsequies, 
Vagabond handful of ashes 
Between heaven and earth? 

o the chimneys 
Oh the ingeniously devised habitations of death 
When Israel's body drifted as smoke 
Through the air -
Was welcomed by a star, a chimney sweep, 
A star that turned black 
Or Ii'as it a ra,V of sun '? 

from "0, the. Chininey~" 
by Nellie Sachs 

For the first time in a history of Jewish tragedies, the Jews are notkiH~4: 
JS human beings - not for having killed Christ, not for clingingt()t~eiI1 
ethnic-religious peculiarities. not for exploiting the peasants ~'but:',they 
Jre burned for the crime of existence.· To be martyred at the stake ;in 'ii, 
Christian public square or clubbed to death in a pogrom are tert'ibl~, •. bdf 
human fates, In World War II, Jews were gassed en masse like swarms'of. 
exterminated insects and then burned like garbage. They were 'reduced.t9" 
animals. to vermin. to ina-nimate object,s, then to ,nothingness. ',' 

"For the first time in the hisJory of Jewish tragedies, the JevV~'~re 
not killed as human beings. ,. but they are burned for the crime of 
existence .. , 

In this sadistically absurd world of Nati Germany where mad,antis,ep7 
tic Germans force the Jews to take a bath every time they enter a miw camp 
which they have already demonically soiled, resistance takes stninge 'forms~ 
During the middle years of the 1930's, considerable numbersofJ~~ishchild
ren committed suicide. As the concentration camp is described.in Night" 
just to survive despite the Nazi torture was a kind of resistance. 'ButrnilsS' 
uprisings like the revolt in the Warsaw Ghetto or at Trebli~ka;were,rai(;\ 
The usual explanation offered is that the Jews had been s09efeatedth~tth~y 
had neither the physical nor the psychic energy to resist.,', There were few • 
suicides in the camps, because both suicide and -aggre~sive 
acts of the human will, and the Jews had no will left . 

Schwarz-Bart offers two additional' insights. First" 



'~ .. 

hj.ii~~~as.a.seCies. ofrexPllision~ and pogroms. When the situation in Ger
m.;~f;#rst: looked bad,. when communities were w~rned' by messengers who 
had.~s~apedfi0rI1 the caIPpS, the Jews ni'!ither fought b~ck nor fled. They 

·had betomeGonditioned to expect tra'gedies, and also to expect to outlive 
them,:, They had no. experience with a "final solution." 

. . :""As the' Jews were herded on to the trains, they preferred to believe 
.that'theywereheadedfor Pichipodo be reunited with their missing relatives 
(If th~ttheAllied invasion would soon save them. Resistance could only 
:\lavedeveloped if they.faced the facts of',their situation. But perhaps even 

'.if they had accepted the truth oLtheir destiny, and denied the faith in an 
". imminent, redemption, the truth would not have led to revolt but rather to 

filadness .. To recognize his fa'ie as art anonymous wi$p of smoke and part 
,of an'~normous ash pile would be to glimpse, what no mortal could bear: 

. dlEduUhorrorof the insane' world in which the J,~w suddenly found himself. 

":r6recognize his fate as an anonymous wisp of smoke would he 
togliinpse ... the full horror of the insane world in which the Jew 
s~ddeniy foun'd himself." 

How do we live with the knowledge of the Horror) ,,\[1\ nllldvrn the"] 
()gy.orphilosciphy must cope with the facts of the Holocallst. JnY Jew"h 
philosophy must also fully accept the weariness, the phvsical and SpJrJtll,rl 
weakness of th~ Jewish people. Schwarz-Bart appeals with ""1>111\1,11 tl',lf' 
of pity": . 

. 0 Lord, we went forth like this tho~5andr (II l'ed" d.,'" Wt' II ,i/i, " 
across arid deserts and the blood-red Red Sea IfI d I/o",; or .,/i! /'II!,! 

tears. We are very old. We are stiff walking. Oil. /<1 11.1 ,in!! t /m,;!!, 

Nelly Sachs describes the remnants of Israel: 

We, the rescued, 
The worms of fear still feed on ,!S. 

. ' Oui constellation is buried in dtisl. 
We,.ihe rescued, 

. Beg you: 
'Show',u~your sun, but gradual~v. 
Lead us/rom star to star, step b.v step. 
Be gentle when you teach us to lh'e again 

Ud ZviGreenberg uses the character of Levi Yitzhak of Berdichev. the Hasi
di~ Rebbewhotraditionally pleads the'case of Isr,ael before the Almighty. 

. In: "H'k~tzhad(achim," "Greenberg puts the choice before God: either he 
recogni~~s~thl:hell through which he has put the Jews and guarantees them 
peace'and security, or He muSt,admit that there is no order in the world, 

-no 'me~ming to the blood and d,eath. 

. Greenberg finds his answer, hisownc0!llfortfor~h~AUtlir~,i,ria-
Zionism and devotion to the r~birthof the State 6fJsrael,' s~rr,e:stling; 

with God is a gesture of defiance, a search for aSSllrflOce. 
actively seeking and himself heralding isa new aitituaeof' Jev,)sltls:trE:ngth; 
best realized in a Jewish state, a nation among . nations> . .. . . , '. ; 

The image of the strong, proud Israeli deferidin~hisl~n~is,()ne./;~o, 
contrast with the gentle, suffering East Europe;n Jew'Who ;"as~so"eas.ily!)~ 
destroyed: Andre Schwarz,- Bart has a differentTespoO:se.,.As lii~.JlIst¥~nc; 
assume the suffering of the world, they are at once thehonorediTIenandii' 
the victims. Similarly, the Jews are God's Chosen Peopleandtheh;rn~te,:: ',' 
good lambs of suffering for the ~est of the~ations. This. 'isa>~om~tirI1e~.~\ " 
Christian approach to the role of the Jews and a very dangerousone .. Schwarze.::!. 
Bart implies the crucial need for a different image for the.ipdivi~iua{'jew,i' 
so that the "humble procession" to the death camp is nevecrepeated, ...... '. ,"" 

._ .. ,' ," ,,<I.' '."_ 

He sees the only possible human re~ista:nce to filth and insa.nity,as.the: < 
,mall ge~;ture of loyalty to a personal commitment. The meaningQf jewish:" 
existence must not be to suffer, and therefore Ernie can not sufferjor.any~ 
Pill'. In the end, he chooses an earli~r death to suffer with GOlda;Sdl~ab-, 

ft harely mentions Israel. and his struggle foran understanding of God 
1\ t Jr ll'ss crucial and tormenting than it is for Wiesel. What heipe: there:', . 
I.' for man todav. Schwarz-Bart emp'hasizes, must lie in recognizing the. di;; , 
VJIll' nature of love and man's profound responsibility for his. relad(m~hips:':-

The mo,t difficult insights to ev.en start to discuss are thos~_o( Wie,sl"!J:. 
I iL is the most eloquent. .the most piercing spokesman for the victims'6£: 
till' Ilol,)talist and for the generations who must face the questioflsraised' 
11\ the Holocaust While Slhw,lrz-Bart was born in France witn-a minimal 
Jcwi>h background, Wiesel grew up in Eastern Europe steeped in jewish 
traditIon. Wiesel is the Hasidic s~-holar and haunting mystic thatS2hw~rz-' 
Bart is not. In Tbe Accident, Kalman. the mystic. is recalled ;§~-~xpl;iciirig-' 
how Gmt ne~ds man to be. ONE. For Wiesel, there is mor~ hopeexpressecl. 
in that need of God for man. than in the strength of human lov('For . 
,dthuugh Wiesel cries out in anger against God w.ho murders .and~apes His 
people. he can not dismiss him. His characters are in anguish,to understa~d' 
the human emotions, expressions. reactions of the people around th~in;ndof. 
themselves, to scrutinize_their conceptions of God and of the world a:rtcl:;to 
reconcile them with the historic events. They neither findreal.c()mprec 

hension nor assert an absol ute meaninglessness. But how.carisuch al1 
rational, inhuman experience allow for perfect cansistencie:>_ or Jo&icai.' 
planations? 

A fine introduction to the general concern of Holocaust1ite;~ture'has, 
been provided bYr~~}rt Fnedlander in, Out .of the Whirlwind, ARead~r: 
'I H,io,-o",' U"] , 



Asananth61~gy;thebo.jk isco,mprehensive and well-arranged for an 
ii;l,tx:nsi~eanddearpreseritation.' Fri~dlander include~ over thirty ?e'lected 
ch~ptersfr6m the'mQst interesting an,d best~documented works of historians, 
theolpgians, sociologists, novelists, andy6ung viJ:tims writing on the Shoah, 
Thebalance'is crucial and carefully maintained among the rational, emotion' 
a.l;phil<lsophical,and moral approaches to the situations and implications 
of the ,Holocaust. Another equally important balance is kept by juxtaposing 
-confIicti'ng,~ssaY5 of rational justification or explanation. Considering the 
:~1i.iesti6nlof Jewish resistanse, for example, there is an article by Bruno Bet
telheim bIl!mirig the Jews for ~heir passivity, followed by an article by Alex-

.anderD<Jnat which criticizes the position of Bettelheim, 

"8pwdo We Bve with. the knowledge of [h~ horror? We have 
'listened to the story and now we ·share in the responsibility." 

The organization of articles into sections ~; ,; '~ificant bt:caLl't> L[ nub 
IG.he~ a;'logical structure and direction. but ~I"" subtl\ makes [he treat' 

,:mentof the subject too neat. The variOll, pieces ILnd their [,arrilular [,Idle' 
w;thinthe framework according to their chronological or thel11d[lL reference 
:Friedlander has written moving introduction, to elch St'l[l(lL1 "h,ch nl(lrC 
'.st'rbngIYhold the book together and save it frol11 heLng a (()lln ["\11 \It t''',il' 
'onthesamebroad topic. As a source book to ins['ire turrher reaCLLJI,,, c,t (\1]11 

plete works by the represented authors. (jut of the \\'J!1r11l /llii i' id",J! 

But as;e have seen, el'en th" cnm[,it-[l' I\('r~, l',)jit,lln "". L:I[LI11,i[(' , , ~ 

answers. As Michael says in Wiesel's TOlin HC)(JI1<i the l{'.1I/ 

The essence of man is to be 11 '1uesllim. dlu/I/" ,II<'/J[, "~I il!, 'lilt .1; .. /1 

is to be without answers, 

We especially, who grew lip with th" S[d[l' ut hrdl'1 d(id dLd 11"[ ILll' 
thr9lJgh the'damned days of World War Ii. must nut S(O[' aSK11l),; the ques 
dori~: The Church bells ring in Gre('nberg's [,"l'Ill dnd thl~ hell, ,-,1 :\us 

'chwitzr'ing in Night. It is an e\Tnt of the pa'it that LS very much d Pdf( of 
. our.present.CGnsci~usness, The Epilogue in Out of tb" Willr/umd is a 

'beautifully 'ffiovingparable of SeCllud Kings, Chapter Twu, r"latJng the 
;'Redempti9n of the Messianic Era ttl the people's accept ance ot [he pro['het 
. Eiisha;an:do·f the loss of Elijah, It ends: 

, They (we) mu'~t experience the t<!Trible grief and loss, They must cry 

JO~' the past :turned to fire. for the future bewm~shes, Etcbed into 
:·':theirz.'ision there mllst be the flaming path arching up into darkness, 

And/rom their .lips, zl'ith relu,etance and anguish, u'ords must rise 
tofo~rn tbethreshold 0/ tbe golden /,,,!tI,,,.,, 

Yiigadl1!. l':l'itkdd{lsb slmle) rubbu 

'Ve'have"listepedto the story and now \\e share in the responsibility, 

The Je~ as 

In the Six-Day War 

Siah Lohamim (Discussions' with the Soldiers) 
Tse'irim Mehat'nuah Hakibutsi, 283 pp. 

by Mark Braverman 

In English, Siah Lohamim would probably be reridered"Dismissior:s: . 
\\'ith Soldiers." a title which serves to introduce the format·o(i:he' book: 
a collection of interviews and panel-type discussions held inkibbutzim~boiIr. 
[\\,0 l110nths after the 1967 Israeli-Arab war. The Hebrew, 'h6wever;;uq~.! 
usuallv rich in nuance, serves as a, much better introduction to~the:contents. 
Slc1h c'an mean prayer. affliction, worries. contention.in diversit~.· Theprayt. 
l'rs and anxieties of soldiers emerge as all these things at one time or another" 
and the advantage of the format is that the reader, as witness,tQ,the,di,s
cussions. develops an affini.ty to many of the sentiments expressed. 

The more than fifty or so interviews of three or four pardcipaiits~ere 
londucted in the summer of 1967 in widely scattered kibbutzim: These 
lrlterviews were published by a "group of young members (haverim ts:~erim) 
of the Kibbutl movement." (The first publication, in October; 19'6 7,w.as 
halted and the second and third publications underwent some min:imaLceri~1 
sorship. I have the third edition.) Short essays and poems~ are 'sc~itered. ' . 
throughout. The language is of the spoken sort, with an abundanCe 0felip~ , 
ses, dashes. repetitions and incomplete sentenceS. It takes a bit of getting 
used to, but. that done. the flavor of Israeli speech ,(those anglicisms!) .and 
manner comes through with wonderful directness, and the sometimes pain
ful struggles with paradoxes and emotions are recorded with oftenjarririg'· 
immediacy. More or less unedited, the discussions often focus qq·.asingle ,.', ' 

. problem and then either veer off sharply to another .topic()rdisintegnit~;' ." ' 
disappointingly, Often the discussants seem to be on the verge ofsQrne , 
great discovery of Jewish identity when someone is. aliowed.t6 b~ingup',a' ' 

. 
Mark Braverman is an undergraduate at· Columbia College. 


