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by Ruth Elbaum

nd Abmbam drew near and said: Wilt thou indeed sweep away the

ngteous wltbx the wicked? . . . shalt not the Judge of all the earth
ustly -

- R ‘ Genesis  18:23

’Tb‘e‘. first ones destroyed were the children . ..
the first were they detained for death

‘the_first into the wagons of slaughter;

they were thrown into the wagons, the huge wagons,
like heaps of refuse, like the ashes of the earth —
“.and they transported them,

:".kzlled them =

exterminated them

" without remnant or remembrance . . .

3The best of my children were all wiped out!

Ob woe unto me —

Doom and Desolation!

from “the First Ones”
by Yitzhak Katznelson in
The Flame and the Fury.
reprinted in
Out of the Whirluind
, Fmdmg the beautiful, sxgmfncant quotes is not difficult.  Juxtaposing
: ,them to suggest the agonizing unreality of the Holocaust and the quesnons
it raises is'not difficult. “God made man because he loves stories™ — but
tel,ng ‘th “story is much more demandmg It calls for a structure. some
erence, tentative direction, and the difficult task of resolution.  The
~supreme challenge to the comemporary European Jew1sh writer, such as
novelrst\ Andre Schwarz-Bart and Elie Wiesel; and poets Uri Zvi Greenberg
ie. Sachs; is to assume this responsibility to be “messenger of the
T hese writers, the Holocaust was not just another tragedy among
€ s implication for the nature of man and the nature of God,
srgmflcance for the name “]ew and the future of the Jewish people are

s,

In hrs mtroductory quotqtronﬂ to. Last

by M. Jaztrun, Schwarz-Bart flrst suggest3°the dxffere ti
of the Nazi slaughter:

. How may I mark your obseq"uiex,-'
Vagabond handful of ashes '
Between heaven and earth?

It is this image of ashes and smoke which will pervade hlS no
is permeating and ponsomng the world -

O the chimneys

Ob the ingeniously devised habztatzon: of deatb
When Israel’s body a’rzfted as smoke

Through the air —

Was welcomed by a star, a chimney sweep

A star that turned black

Or was it aray of sun?

from “O; the Chimneys

by Nellie Sachs
For the first time in a history of Jewish tragediés the Jews'ére“no> killed
as human beings — not for having killed Christ, not for clmgmg
cthnic-religious peculiarities. not for exploiting the peasants '— b
are burned for the crime of existerice.- To be martyred at: the stak
Christian public square or clubbed to death-in a pogrom are terrrble !
human fates. In World War 1I, Jews were gassed en masse lrke Swarms:o
exterminated insects and then burned like garbage. ~ They wete: reduced '
animals. to vermin, to inanimate objects, then to.nothingness, -

“For the first time in the history of Jewish tragedies,- the Jews are -
not killed as human beings . . . but they are burned for the ‘crime of

existence.”

's & student at I%’adcl)iﬂf College.

During the middle years of the [930’s, consnderable numbers of Jewrsh child:
ren committed suicide. As the concentration cantp is described in Ni
just to survive despite the Nazi torture was a kind of resistance

uprisings like the revolt in the Warsaw Ghetto or at Treblinka were ra
The usual explanation offered is that the Jewshad been so efeated that the
had neither the physical nor the psychic energy fo-resist.- - There were few
suicides in the camps, because both suicide and -aggressive. re

acts of the human will, and the Jews had no w111 left ‘

Schwarz-Bart offers two additidnal'insights Flrst h“ ‘port




eries of expulsrons and pogroms 'When the situation in Ger-

at t Hied invasion would soon save them. Resistance could only
eve]oped if they faced the facts of their situation. But perhaps even
ey ad *accepted the truth of their destiny, and denied the faith in an

foan eno‘rrrleus ashpile 'wo:uld' be to glimpse, what no mortal could bear:
thiesfull-horror of the insane world in which the Jew suddenly found himself.

: «f‘T;é"Te.cogniie his fate as an arronymous wisp of smoke would be
: _‘.‘tq glimpse . . .'the full horror of ;he insane world in which the Jew
“suddenly found himself.”

“How do we live with the knowledge of the Horror? Any modern theol
ogy T phrlosophy must cope with the facts of the Holocaust. any Jewish
phxlosdp iy must also fully accept the weariness. the phvsical am! spritual
: eakness of the Jewish people. Schwarz-Bart appeals with “bloody rears

h

~O.Lord, we went forth like this thousands of vears ago  We walked
across arid deserts and the blood-red Red Seu in u tlood o1 walt bitrer

" tears. We are very old. We are still walking. Oh. let us arviie timalh’

Sachs describes the remnants of Israel:

We, the. rescued, ‘
The worms of fear still feed on us.
* Qur constellation is buried in dust.
We, ‘the rescued,
“Beg you: ‘
Show‘ :your sun, but gradually,
- Lead us from star to star, step by step.
Be genlle when you teach us to live again.

U Zv1 Greenberg uses the character of Levi Yitzhak of Berdichev. the Hasi-

c‘Rebbe who tradmonally pleads the case of Israel before the Almighty.
adrachim,” Greenberg puts the choice before God: either he

“hell through which he has put the Jews and guarantees thenr

“pe ce; and secumty or He must admit that there is no order in the world,
‘0o ‘me nmg to. the blood and death

Zionism and devotion to the rebnrth of the State of

with God is a gesture of defiance, a search for asst

actively seeking and himself heraldmg is -a new alt ade of ‘
best realized in a Jewish state, a nation among nation :

destroyed. Andre Schwarz-Bart has a diff‘erentyresp'()ris'e.
assume the suffering of the world, they are at once the
the victims. '

small gesture of loyalty to a personal commitment.
existence must not be to suffer, and therefore Ernie. can not:
one. ln the end. he chooses an edrller death to suffer wzlb Gold

The most difficult insights to even start to discuss are those.
He s the most eloguent, the most piercing spokesman for the'
the Holocaust and for the generations who must face the quesnons raised
by rh( Holocaust. Whlle Schwarz- Bart was born in France with™d ‘mi mal‘

Imdmon.

Bart is not. In 7/Je Acu(ient Kalman. the mystic,. is recalled as expla
h()\\ God necds man to be, ONE. For Wiesel, there is more hope '

ranonal mhuman expenence allow for perfect c0n31stenc1e o
pldnatlons’ : :




;. soc1ologxsts, novelists, and ‘young victims writing on the Shoah,
cruc1al and carefully mamtamed among the ratlonal emot1on-

rganization of articles into sections s i '~ificant because it ¢stab

gical structure and direction. but [+ «l< subtly makes the treat-

ntiof the sub)ect too neat. The various pieces find their particular place

: i the framework according 1o their chronological or thematc reference

.Friedlander -has written moving introductions to euch section which nmore

‘ trohgly hold the book together and save it from being a collection ot essavs

n'the-same broad topic. As a source book to inspire turther reading ot com
-plete ‘works by the represented authors. Out of the Whirluind i ideal.

ut, as we have seen, even the complete works coutain nosultimate
i . b.' . . “ ye . A
answers. As Michael says in Wiesel's Town Beyond the Wall

- The essénce of man is to be « question, and the cvsence of the gt
is to be without answers.

We especially, who grew up with the State of Israel and did vot hve
through the damned days of World War I must not stop asking the ques
: The Church bells ring in Greenberg's poem and the bells of Aus
chwitzring in Night, It is an event of the past that is very much a part of

‘resent consciousness. The Epilogue in Qut of the Whirluind is a

y moving -parable of Secoud Kings. Chapter Two. relating the

They fwe) must experience the terrible grief and loss. They must cry
be past ‘turned to fire. for the future becoméNashes. Etched into

fo;m the -threshold of the golden /m/(/e‘r'
Yzlgadd! v yitkadash shmey rabba .

Siab Lohamim (Discussions' with the Soldiers) 'K’%rufsét'
Tse'irim Mehat'nuah Hakibutsi, 283 pp. E

by Mark Braverman

sorshxp. I have the third edition.) Short essays and poems are s
throughout. The language is of the spoken sort, with an abundance of' elip
ses, dashes. repetitions and incomplete sentences. It takes -a-bitof’ gettmg
used to, but, that done. the flavor of Israeh speech (those ang '

disappointingly.
great discovery of Jewish identity when someone. is: allowe

Mark Braverman is an undergradua}e at- Columbia Colleg_é;'ﬁ‘
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