
SOME ASPECTS OF JEWISH SOCIAL WORK IN EUROPE 

aspects of the struggle of the Jewish 
people for existence. Just before the 
writer left Europe, he was told by sev
eral members of a people's committee 
that it was too bad he had to leave at 
that time, that when he first came he 
was just another American, but now he 
had learned to be a Jew. The writer 
prefers to paraphrase that comment with 
the thought that when he first came to 
Europe he was just another social 
worker. Is there any finer reward for 
those who have chosen Jewish social 
work as their profession? 

It should be clear then that there is 
an important place for skilled, experi
enced Jewish social workers in overseas 
work which is not being filled today. 
T h e specialist and the administrator are 
needed and needed badly. The job they 
have to do is surely of great enough 
urgency so that some proportion of the 
best qualified and most experienced 
people, those who have important re
sponsibilities in America and have thus 
far been least interested, can be spared 
for the assignment. The writer would 
be the last to suggest that Jewish social 
work in America be stripped of all of 
its best personnel for the overseas job. 
But just as surely as it was necessary for 
the Army to send a high proportion of 
its most able men to the battlefields of 
Europe while maintaining a good supply 
organization at home, it is also im

perative for Jewish social workers to 
regard European needs as at least on a 
par with needs in America. The ex
perience is certainly closely related to 
Jewish social work in America, except 
that the tempo is faster, the urgency 
greater, the setting different. But the 
knowledge that one is participating in 
an historic attempt to alleviate distress 
and build for the future of one's own 
people, the warmly expressed apprecia
tion of those whom one is able to help, 
and the discovery of. skills and talents 
that were never previously used—all of 
this offers tremendous satisfactions. 

T o fail to meet this kind of challenge, 
as the profession has thus far failed, 
leaves unanswered the often repeated 
accusation that we are careerists, inter
ested more in narrow personal accom
plishments than in genuine professional 
service, that we have lost claim to any 
real identification with the problems of 
world Jewry. Perhaps it will be neces
sary for our national agencies to take 
the responsibility for making certain 
that the need for qualified personnel for 
the overseas job is met adequately, in
stead of leaving the matter to chance, 
to those who just happen to be inter
ested in overseas work. This is a ques
tion which ought to be considered at the 
earliest possible date by both lay and 
professional leaders. 
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B y C A T H E R I N E V A R C H A V E R 
Child Care Division, World Jewish 
Congress 

THE Child Care Division of the 
World Jewish Congress, which is 
now about one year old, has been 

working out two projects, both of them 
based upon consideration of the deepest 
needs of war damaged Jewish children. 
These two projects are the Foster Parents 
Plan and the Correspondents' Service. 

T h e Foster Parents Plan aims to pro
vide for complete maintenance and edu
cation of Jewish children in Europe 
through pledges of $300 per year made 
by individuals in this country. Our 
"Foster Parents" are not only money 
givers, but become foster parents in a 
very real sense, keeping in constant touch 
with the child through letters and per
sonal gifts. 

T h e second project is the Correspond
ents' Service for each Jewish child in 
Europe without any distinction as to 
where the child is living—with a mem
ber of his family, in foster care, or in 
a home supported by an organization 
other than the World Jewish Congress. 
In fact, we were deeply convinced that 
the first need of these children, after the 
war and occupation ceased, would be 
the need of "belonging", the need of 
love and affection which these children 
could not experience during the long 
years of their ordeal. If, before the end 
of the war, our projects were founded 
on a guess, the first letters of children 
which reached us directly or through 
the American correspondents early in 

the Fall and Winter of 1945-46, proved 
that we have not been mistaken. 

We planned the Correspondents' Serv
ice as an emergency project which should 
provide both material and moral sup
port to the child. We have stressed that 
the moral support of the letters was 
even more important than the receiving 
of packages. Numerous letters from 
children have confirmed this. 

" W e t h a n k you no t so m u c h for t h e new 
clothes b u t w e a re g lad to know t h a t t h e r e a r e 
p e o p l e i n t h e wor ld w h o a re t h i n k i n g o£ u s . " 

This general theme runs through hun
dreds of letters. 

We have stated that the deepest need 
of the children was that of love and 
affection. Translated into action, this 
means finding some member of their 
families, or at least someone in the world 
who will think about them. We will 
return to this need later on but now we 
would like to emphasize that the letters 
from American friends also had a special 
meaning for the children and helped 
them to regain some assurance and self-
respect. When they returned to "nor
mal living" they very often did not find 
any members of their immediate families 
or relatives. They did not find the 
Jewish community which could take 
care of them. Often, they simply did 
not find any source of help at all. 

At a time like that, a letter from 
America, which is the personification of 
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the strength and wealth of the world, a 
letter and a package from an American 
Jew who is willing to become the friend 
of a Jewish child in Europe, provides 
the psychological stimulus so necessary 
for the return of a child to normal life. 

Let us mention, also, that at the time 
when we started our work (and we 
started it by organizing the Chanukah 
campaign in September-October, 1945), 
the need of receiving help in Europe 
aroused a correspondingly great need in 
American adults and children to pro
vide this help. This was the most en
couraging experience which we had 
during the three or four weeks in which 
we gathered the 7,420 packages and 
shipped them to different European 
countries. T h e money and packages 
came not only from those who could 
easily spare them but modest donations 
came from people in New York City 
and all over the country and from people 
of all walks of life. 

This really gave us the opportunity 
to immediately convert this Chanukah 
package project into a permanent proj
ect of Correspondents' Service for 
European Jewish Children which de
veloped very successfully through the 
last eight months. 

There are now more than 6,000 chil
dren and adults in this country and in 
Latin America who correspond with a 
similar number of children in various 
European countries. T h e children on 
both sides are more and more enthusias
tic and the results of this correspondence 
exceed all our expectations. 

We would like to point out a few 
items which are touched upon in chil
dren's letters and which really consti
tute the most important problems of 
their lives. T h e first letter is always 
difficult to write. As we have already 
mentioned, the children generally tell 

how overjoyed they are to receive a letter 
from an unknown friend in America and 
how encouraged they are to feel that 
someone in America is thinking about 
them. They tell their new friends about 
the deportation of their parents, about 
the deep sorrow they endure now that 
they are alone and no longer have any 
families. In different ways, they all tell 
the same story. 

"During the war the Germans hunted the 
Jews. Since I was a Jew I had to hide during 
the entire war. My whole family has been 
killed; my mother is dead, my father deported, 
my aunts and uncles have disappeared. After 
all this misery I am now alone with a brother 
who is nineteen. It is very good to have a 
mother. I have lost mine and now that I have 
no mother I feel how much I miss her in 
everything." 

This was the story told by 13 year old 
Charles R. of Belgium. 

A Polish boy of 15, Itzhak W., writes: 

"My mother and a brother of mine died in 
the mass graves of Rastapal. Three months 
before liberation by the Soviet Army, my father 
was killed by Polish-Ukrainian bands who 
served under the Germans. I remained alone." 

Another Polish boy writes: 

"The Red Army liberated the area where I 
lived but this happiness for which I waited so 
long did not bring me any real satisfaction. I 
went to Warsaw with the thought of finding my 
family but alas, instead of my family all I found 
was the ruins of what used to be my home. 
Then I realized the extent of my tragedy." 

This is the real tragedy of the Jewish 
child—the tragedy of being without a 
family. Our task is to do whatever we 
can to rebuild this family or a part of 
a family, if it is possible to do so. We 
have taken it as our responsibility to 
find a new family for a child, a private 
family who will accept him as a member 
in a real way or at a distance, or to build 
a children's home which will try to sub
stitute for the child's family. 

T H E L E T T E R S O F E U R O P E A N J E W I S H C H I L D R E N 
This is what the World Jewish Con

gress is trying to do through the Foster 
parents Plan. At the present time, the 
World Jewish Congress, through the 
Foster Parents Plan, is subsidizing about 
i , 5 0 0 Jewish children in various Euro
pean countries. 

These children live in homes opened 
or subsidized by the World Jewish Con
gress, or in families. We sincerely hope 
to be able to mobilize additional fos
ter parents in this country and to sup
port more children in Czechoslovakia, 
France, Hungary, Poland, etc. as, more 
than ever before, the Jewish children 
in Europe are in need of our help. 

Another point which we wish to be 
frank about and which is not always 
mentioned in the letters, but is another 
tragedy of the Jewish child, is: having 
forgotten that he is a Jew—being 
ashamed and afraid to admit that he is 
a Jew. Having been told that the Chris
tian God is better than the Jewish God 
and not forgetting easily the years which 
were spent among Christians, has had 
its effect. 

This is indeed a very complicated 
situation which requires delicate han
dling. As great as our desire is to bring 
these children back to Judaism as soon 
as possible, we must first return them 
to physical and emotional health, rein
force their feeling of human dignity and 
then progressively bring them back to 
Judaism. In this Jews all over the world 
can help enormously by aiding the chil
dren themselves to come back to the 
faith and life of their people by organiz
ing for them the best possible services 
for their general, professional and Jew
ish education. 

Needless to say, Jewish teachers, edu
cators and social workers are the most 
responsible persons building the future 
of Jewish children. It is our opinion, 

however, that not enough emphasis is 
put on the training of this category of 
personnel who take care of the children. 
Jewish institutional workers, especially, 
are lacking all through Europe, and no 
serious efforts are made by any Jewish 
organization, according to our knowl
edge, to supply these institutions with 
new and highly qualified workers. 

Nowhere could one find a better state
ment of this problem than in excerpts 
of two letters which we would like to 
quote to you. 

In October, 1945, we got in touch with 
a Polish children's home in Otwock near 
Warsaw and children from this country 
started to write letters to children there. 
One American boy received a letter 
signed by a group of children in which 
the children explained to him that the 
boy to whom his letter was addressed 
was no longer with them because he 
found an aunt and went over to the 
American Zone of occupation in 
Germany. 

"Do you know, Ori, (Ori is the name of the 
American correspondent) Peter (this is the name 
of the Polish boy who left the orphanage) 
wanted to be the leader of the Arabs. Don't 
laugh, Ori, but there was a time when Peter 
prayed to the Arab God Allah. Maybe really 
his wish will happen some day. Some of the 
boys on purpose made an organization called 
"Peter's Allies". What happened you can 
imagine. Our only luck was that our caretaker 
reigned over both parties." 

Ori, a very orthodox Jewish boy, in 
answering this letter, probably asked the 
children why did Peter pray to the Arab 
God Allah. Did he think that the Jew
ish God was weaker than the Arab one? 
And then came the answer: 

"You see, many of us were taught to hate the 
Jewish God. When we came to our house we 
changed right away, but some of us took a 
little longer in changing to Judaism." 

It should not be forgotten that some 
children must take more time to come 

Service Quarterly The Jewish Social Page 121 Page 120 



THE LETTERS OF EUROPEAN JEWISH CHILDREN 

back to Judaism and that indoctrination 
and any propaganda will not help them, 
only very profound respect for children's 
personalities. Only a careful approach 
to this complicated psychological prob
lem and contact with people who have 
to guide the child, providing it with a 
religious, national or humanitarian 
idealism will help. 

In each home where the children feel 
real love for the educational personnel, 
where they feel that they are guided to 
reach a definite higher aim, the children 
feel relieved and secure. Such is the 
children's home in Otwock. Such are 
many Kibbutzim in Poland and in other 
countries. 

"I RETURNED TO POLAND BUT I DID NOT FIND ANY
ONE OF RAY VERY NUMEROUS FAMILY (ALWAYS THE 
SAME LEIT MOTIVE). I HAVE REMAINED ALONE, ALONE 
WITH MY SORROW. GRADUALLY OTHERS LIKE ME AR
RIVE. LONELY, ORPHANED, WE ASSEMBLE AND WE 
BEGIN TO BE OURSELVES AGAIN. I WAS ACCEPTED 
INTO A GROUP OF CHILDREN OF THE MIZRACHI KIB
BUTZ IN LODZ. HERE I FOUND SOME RELIEF, SOME 
HEALING FOR MY WOUNDS. I KNOW NOW, TOGETHER 
WITH MY CHAVERIM, I WILL REALIZE THE IDEAL THAT 
BINDS US ALL TOGETHER, TO BUILD OUR HOLY LAND 
IN THE SPIRIT OF OUR TORAH. MY WAY IS CLEAR 
AND I WILL NOT DEVIATE FOR IF I, ONE OF MILLIONS 
LIKE ME, REMAINED ALIVE IT IS FOR THE PURPOSE of 
BUILDING THE FUTURE OF MY PEOPLE AND THE COM
ING GENERATION. THIS IS THE WAY I WILL GO. I 
WILL NEVER DRAW BACK." 

This is how a boy of sixteen writes. 
All children certainly are not so deter
mined as he is. All of them do not see 
so clearly the way to take but all of 
them can be guided in this or other 
similar ways by proper care, education 
and instruction. 

Instruction—this is one of the points 
which we find so often touched upon in 
children's letters—Jewish striving for in
struction which survived for thousands 
of years and still is as strong as it always 
was. A girl who describes her great joy 
in finding her aunt after the liberation 

tells that one ordinary summer day, 
something happened which she will 
never forget. It was when her older 
sister unexpectedly came back from Ger
many—both of their parents having 
been killed by the Germans— 

"WE LIVED FOR SOME TIME TOGETHER BEFORE I 
REALIZED THAT I WAS NOT LEARNING ANYTHING. BE
CAUSE OF ANTI-SEMITISM I COULD NOT ATTEND PUBLIC 
SCHOOL AND THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE I HAD WAS to 
ENTER A JEWISH CHILDREN'S HOME." 

In all European countries most of the 
children, during the last summer vaca
tion, studied very hard to combine two 
terms in one. In their letters they 
proudly speak about having good grades 
in school and are very disturbed if they 
are not amongst the first pupils of their 
class. 

The category of children which is now 
in the worst situation are the adolescent 
and young men and girls from 15 to 22. 
There are people who are astonished to 
learn that boys and girls of 18 to 20 
still are living in some children's homes, 
and that we are looking for foster 
parents for these children. It is diffi
cult to realize the tragic situation of 
these youngsters who not only had to 
spend three to four and even up to six 
years in hiding or working hard in 
camps or with private families, who 
lived in indescribable moral conditions. 
They did not learn anything for years. 
They are physically and emotionally 
broken. They have no support, no pro
vision. They feel that the world around 
them would expect them at their age to 
earn a living and even to help their 
sick parents sometimes, and occasionally 
their younger brothers and sisters. But 
they are not equipped, neither physi
cally, emotionally, nor vocationally, to 
go out into life. Special efforts must be 
made by all Jewish organizations to take 
care of these adolescents and to give 
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them the opportunity of becoming re
sponsible members of adult society. 

There is one more point which we 
would like to stress and which, as it 
seems to us, gives us a warning and in
vites us to be extremely careful in han
dling Jewish children. It is the contrast 
between the emotional instability which 
the children experience now compared 
with the extraordinary intellectual ma
turity of these children. In reading 
children's letters we can often not be
lieve that such a letter comes from a 
child and not from an adult. This fact 
is even more striking when we are going 
over their autobiographies. 

The childhood of a girl of fifteen and 
her sister who was four years old when 
the ordeal began, is described from the 
moment when her mother left both of 
them with a Gentile woman in Warsaw 
and went away. 

"AFTER MOTHER LEFT, I FELT ORPHANED AND IT WAS 
VERY HARD FOR ME TO GET USED TO THE NEW CONDI
TIONS OF LIFE. (SHE WAS THEN 12 YEARS OLD.) AS 
TIME PASSED I had TO GET USED. MY LITTLE SISTER 
WAS THEN ONLY 4 YEARS OLD AND FELT THE ABSENCE 
OF OUR PARENTS VERY STRONGLY. WE WERE TREATED 
LIKE SERVANTS AND I HAD TO GET USED TO THE 
CAPRICES OF OUR MISTRESS IN ORDER TO SURVIVE THE 
WAR. SOMETIMES I WAS EVEN BEATEN FOR NOT 
CARRYING OUT MY DUTIES PERFECTLY. MY LITTLE 
SISTER, TOO, BEGAN TO FEEL IT DANGEROUS TO ADMIT 
THAT SHE WAS JEWISH BECAUSE SUCH AN ADMISSION 
COULD BRING DEATH AND SHE ALSO UNDERSTOOD HOW 
TO BE ESPECIALLY CAREFUL NOT TO ANGER OUR MIS
TRESS. IN SPITE O£ THE FACT THAT SHE WAS ONLY A 
SMALL CHILD SHE ALREADY UNDERSTOOD WHAT A 

T TRAGEDY HAD BEFALLEN US AND ACCEPTED OUR FATE. 
AFTER HAVING BEEN WITH THIS WOMAN FOR A SHORT 
PERIOD, WE LEARNED THAT WE HAD BECOME ORPHANS. 
I FELT THEN THAT EVERY RAY OF HOPE HAD DISAPPEARED 
FROM MY HEART FOR I REALIZED THEN THAT WE ARE 
ORPHANS WITH NOBODY TO THINK OF US AND WITH 
NOBODY HERE TO DEFEND US WITH PROTECTING WINGS 
AGAINST THE KNIVES OF THE MURDERERS. ALTHOUGH 
I WAS YOUNG, I REALIZED THAT WE HAVE TO FACE 
LIFE WITH COURAGE AND ALSO UNDERSTAND ALL 
DANGERS." 

The teacher in the Kibbutz where the 
children are now living describes the 
younger sister who is now seven years 
old. 

"THIS CHILD THINKS LIKE AN ADULT. WHEN SHE 
IS ASKED A QUESTION, 'TELL ME SOMETHING ABOUT 
YOURSELF, SHE ANSWERS: T CANNOT. I EXPERIENCED 
TOO MUCH AND I CANNOT EXPLAIN ALL THAT IN WORDS. 
THE LASHINGS WHICH I RECEIVED FROM MY GUARD
IANS IN THE ARYAN SECTION OF THE CITY HURT ME 
TOO MUCH.' VERY OFTEN YOU CAN SEE HER IN THE 
CLOSET CRYING. IT IS A HABIT WHICH REMAINS FROM 
THE TIME OF GERMAN OCCUPATION WHEN SHE HAD 
TO HIDE THERE FROM THE GESTAPO FOR THE GREATER 
PART OF THE DAY. OFTEN SHE SITS THINKING AND 
THEN SHE SAYS: T WANT TO GO INTO THE WORLD AND 
LOOK FOR MY MOTHER. SHE IS VERY OLD AND CAN
NOT FIND ME.'" 

The children, younger and older ones, 
want their mothers, and sometimes 
this desire is strong enough to lead the 
child to serious emotional disturbances. 
Many of these children should be given 
proper psychiatric treatment. 

Here is a case described by a social 
worker in France: 

"A YOUNG MAN REPATRIATED SEVERAL MONTHS AGO 
AND PHYSICALLY OVERHAULED, IS ASKED WHAT HE 
WANTS TO DO NOW. T DON'T CARE. I WANT THE 
APARTMENT OF MY PARENTS. I WANT AT LEAST THE 
FURNITURE, THE PHOTOS, BECAUSE I'LL NEVER HAVE 
them AGAIN.' HE IS TOLD THAT UNFORTUNATELY THE 
GERMANS HAVE TAKEN IT BUT WE SHALL TRY TO FIND 
HIM A ROOM AND FURNITURE. HE REPLIES, T DON'T 
CARE'. 

"WE ASK HIM, 'DO YOU WANT TO STUDY, TO LEARN 
A TRADE?' HE REPLIES, 'NO, I DON'T CARE. I AM 
19 BUT I WANT MY MOTHER, I WANT MY MOTHER. 
WHY DID I COME BACK IF I COULDN'T FIND MY 
MOTHER AND NOT EVEN HER PHOTO, NOTHING, NOTH
ING—NEVER AGAIN'. A FEW WEEKS LATER, DESPITE 
THE EFFORTS OF A FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT, WE HAD TO 
TAKE HIM TO A PSYCHIATRIC CLINIC." 

A Belgian social worker who recently 
came to this country, told us that all the 
boys and girls who returned from con
centration camps can roughly be divided 
into three groups. The first group 
simply do not care for anything. They 
learn through experience that life is not 
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much, "it hangs by a hair and as long 
as you have it, you had better enjoy it". 
They look for happiness, joy, and noth
ing more. 

" W H A T W O U L D G I V E Y O U P L E A S U R E , M A D E M O I 

S E L L E ? " 

" S I N C E I N O W H A V E T H E R I G H T T O L I V E A G A I N , I 

W O U L D L I K E T O G E T S O M E L I P S T I C K A N D P O W D E R . " 

They want to enjoy life, to be like 
others, to forget everything. A physi
cian in this country tells about a young 
person released from a concentration 
camp who came to see him and asked 
for a diet to lose weight. He examined 
her and found that her entire system 
was in need of rebuilding. When he 
very carefully tried to speak to her and 
to persuade her to improve her condi
tion, she insisted that the only thing 
she wanted was to lose weight and she 
never returned to see him. 

The youngsters of the second group 
won't do anything but live from the 
black market and even worse. There 
can be no doubt that many do this as 
revenge. 

A V I S I T I N A P R I S O N : J O S E P H I S I M P R I S O N E D F O R 

S T E A L I N G A N D F O R T H R E E E S C A P E S . H E I S E I G H T E E N . 

H I S P A R E N T S W E R E D E P O R T E D . " W H Y D I D Y O U D O 

I T ? " A N S W E R : " W H Y D I D T H E Y K I L L M Y P A R E N T S ? " 

A B O Y O F 17: " Y O U S A Y T H A T T H E B L A C K M A R K E T 

I S B A D . I S I T B E T T E R T O T A K E A W A Y F R O M A B O Y O F 

13 H I S M O T H E R A N D H I S S I S T E R S , T O H A V E T H E M 

G A S S E D H U N D R E D S O F K I L O M E T E R S A W A Y ? T H E Y H A V E 

D O N E A B A D T H I N G T O M E , A T H I N G S O B A D T H A T I T 

W I L L N E V E R B E B L O T T E D O U T . A L L R I G H ' I W A N T T O 

D O S O M E T H I N G B A D , T O O , S O M E T H I N G B A D , B A D . T 

W I L L U S E M Y W H O L E L I F E T O T R Y T O G E T E V E N . " 

Fortunately, there is a third group, 
those who still feel the beauty of nature, 
the beauty of decent, human relation
ship, the beauty of life. Such is a sick 
girl to whom a social worker brought a 
bunch of roses. 

" I T I S S O L O N G S I N C E I H A V E S E E N FLOWERS A N D 

T H E S E A R E S O B E A U T I F U L " . T E A R S W E L L E D U P I N 

H E R E Y E S . 

Such is this little girl of five who has 
lived in a concentration camp for four 
years and who when she was brought to 
Paris was astonished by everything— 
that one sits at a table for breakfast, 
that one has such a complicated bed 
with mattresses, sheets, blankets, cush
ions, bed covers; that there are streets 
with stores; that one meets people who 
are decently dressed. This little girl of 
five starts to laugh and to cry when we 
bring her a flower and repeats inces
santly, "It is too beautiful, it is too 
beautiful, I want more". 

These are children for whom we have 
made ourselves responsible. We must 
give them all the love which they de
serve. We must help them to grow u p 
as strong, balanced, proud, human 
beings who will be capable of carrying 
along the heritage of Jewish people and 
of building a new form of life for those 
tt> rome. 
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T H E AGRICULTURAL 
COUNSELLOR 

EVERY war in which the United 
States has been engaged was fol-

( lowed by a trend to the farm. 
.'There are strong indications that World 
I War II will be no exception. Since 
*VE Day and VJ Day, and even before, 
< veterans, former war workers, displaced 
I white collar folk, including refugees, 
'have been coming to The Jewish Agri-
1 cultural Society to discuss the advisa-
| bility of taking up farming as a means 
I of livelihood. Only a few have had a 
f farm background. Most know no more 
I about farming than what they read in 
I bulletins and real estate prospectuses, 
I if that much. How should the latter 
\ be advised? 

It cannot be gainsaid that the trained 
man has a decided advantage over the 
man without training or background. 
But it does not follow that the untrained 
man is doomed to failure. Were train
ing and background so absolutely essen
tial many Jewish farmers would have 
been turned aside and Jewish farm com
munities would be without some of 
their most progressive members. Nor 
would there now be rooted in the soil 
several thousand refugees who came to 
their farms untrained, soft-handed, some 
middle-aged and over. 

Schooling is not to be disparaged. 
But how can the man who is no longer 
a youngster, the veteran, for instance, 
who emerges from the army at the age 
of thirty or more, who is either married 
or contemplates marriage, who cannot 

B y G A B R I E L D A V I D S O N 
The Jewish Agricultural Society 

afford the time for the education gen
erously offered by the GI Bill of R i g h t s -
how can this man gain access to the 
land? Or how can the displaced non-
veteran afford the time and the money? 
Through sheer necessity, the Society 
was forced to find an answer in reversing 
the process of teaching and settlement, 
settling the man first and bringing the 
teaching to him afterwards—right on his 
own farm. 

Forty or fifty years ago, governmental 
educational aids were still in their in
fancy and where available, were de
signed largely for the already established 
farmer, not for the raw recruit. Further
more, there was the language barrier. 
The Jewish farmer needed something 
more than government bureaus could be 
expected to accord. T o meet the need, 
the Society inaugurated a system of 
services which in time came to take in 
virtually every phase of farming and 
every aspect of farm life. The chief 
educational instrument is the individual 
visit, possible only in the more populous 
Jewish farm districts, whereby instruc
tion is carried direct to the man on the 
farm by travelling teachers picked for 
their scientific training, their pedagogic 
ability, their temperamental fitness and 
their Jewish background. Incidentally, 
the Society's itinerant instruction ante
dated by several years the systematic 
agricultural county agent work made 
possible by congressional enactment in 
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