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ongh June 1948,

~ WORLD INTEREST IN_THE MONIREUX ASSEMBLY OF THE

.. - WORLD JE"ISH CONGRESS

Telegrans and messages from all over the world are pourmng 1n

‘Bt the Montrevx offices of the Vorld Jowish Congress.

"In & cable %0 Dr. Stephen hxse President of the World Jewish
Congress, Mr, David Beén-Gurion, Prime Minister of the State of Taraels

“and Mr. Moshe Shortok, its Forelgn Minister said:

TPlease acceph on behalf of the Provi31onal Government of
Tsrael our heartiest groetings. Wo beg to express the hope -

+hat the Congress may be succeBsful in its efforts to
uphold Jewls h honour anhd Jewlsh rights wherever they méy be
in jeopardy.”

The Provisional Govermment, the mesgage added, "was happy to aceord
the fullest Ffacilities to Israell COrganleations wishing to attend the
Second Plenary Assembly.”

A joint message sent by the Chlef Rabbis Herzog and Uziel of
Palodtine read: "May the b]GSSvHE of the Torah, of Zion and of

- Jerusalem, the blessings of the State of Is racl rest upon you. May

the Almighty grant you to achieve great things in this fateful hout
for our people.™

‘M», Isracl Goldstein, President of the World Confederation
of Genetal Zicnists and Chairman of the United Jewish Appeal of

- Americe, stabed in a telegram sent to Dr, Stephen Wise that "the

pregent Assemdly of the Gongress gives a significant opportunity to
review theposition of the Jewish people and to renew the fellowship
broken by the war.” Thc message concluded: "All Zionists should
welcome the fssembly ag an important instrument of Jewlsh collective
gseaurity and survival,™

Divlomatic representatives of tvclve countries, including
Tsrael, are scheuulea to attend the oper’i~~ cerecmony of the Second
Plerary Assaombly of the Vorld Jewish Oong;e s due to open at Montreux
on June 27th. The Temﬂlnlnq eleven countries whosé envoys will be present
are Bolivia, Cuba, Czechoslovalkia, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands,
Nicaragua, Foland, Switzerland; Tnited Kingdom and Yugoslavia.

- C3/0/EW/




- PRESS COMMUNIQUE

—

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL
SECOND PLENARY ASSEMBLY
DY MBPTRYIN WWorT™ WY IR DNRN

. s N N

CABLE ;: WORLDGRESS MONTREUX | MONTREUX,
TELEPHONE ! MONTREUX 6 37 31 PALACE HOTEL

27th June 1948,

HOT FOR RELEASE BEMORE 4 pem.

June 27th.

SECOND PLENARY ABSTMBLY OF WORLDL JEWISH CONGRESS

—— L R T T I o

OPENS AT MONTREUX

Insugural sddress by Dr. Ssevnen 5. Wige

Pregident of the Woxrlid Jewish Congress:

Dr, Stephen S, Wige, President of the Vorld Jewish Congress,
to-day opened the Second Plenary Assembly of the ¥orld Jewich Congress
"in Montreux. "We meet in this Second Session as the representatives
of Jewish copmmunities in more than gixly countries throughout the
world", Dr. Stephen ©. Wige gaid, "We thervefore can safely claim to
speak for the largest majority of our fellow-Jews. Indeed, becsause
of the democratic and répregentative manncr in which the World Jewish
Congress is constituted, it 'is not we who spesk for them. It is rather
they who, tThrough uy, speak to the worlid.”

Dr, Wise went on to gay thabt throughout twelve bitter and
indescribable years in which through every manner of brutality and
savagery the numbers of the Jewish people had heen reduced by one-
third or more, the truth which the World Jewish Congress had dared
to proclaim im 1936, has been learned answ, That truth was that
although Jews welcomed and cherished the friendship and good-will
of all peoples and faiths they must, in the end, depend upon themselves.

- If the Jewish people had survived thesec twelve terrible years, they
owed their survival not to the friendly intervention of any group or
race orchurch but to their own falth and unshakable trust in the
Divine Mercy, and to em unfaltering will, reinforced by collective and
united purpose. The World Jewish Congrese had represented and
emhodied that faith and determination to survive,



They were meeling, Dr. Wige said, in beautiful Switzerland, -
a country which, they hoped, will regard as not the least of its claims
to history the fact that 1t was the birth-scene of the modern Zionis
movement fifty-ome years ago. They were meeting neither to mournm nor
yet to exult, but to plan for the future of the Jewish people outside
the State of Israsel. A future thore would be. The question was whother
that future was to be chaotic and unplanncd or could he given purpose
and meaning. "We mugt seek to ascertain how Isracl and its people on the
one hand,and Jews cutside Isracl on the other, shall inter-act for the
maximum %ellubeing of each, In a werd, what arc to become the respon-
sibilitiés for Jewish survivel vwhich each of thesc Jewlsh groups must
now bear, Jewry united in statehood in Israel and the Jewish people
united in common purpose through the World Jewish Congregs?"

There could be no doubt, Dr., Wise said, thet the bond between
the State of Tsracl and the Jews of the lands of exile would now be
closger than ever. Jews everywhere would be ~ager to make their
gontribution to the development of the most thrilling experiment in
“humsn history: The re-birth of a people in their own land snd of their
own State after nearly twe thousand years of disnersion. This was one
of the most gloriocus moments in Jewish history. The State of Israel was
¢atablighed and would stand,politically reccognised by two mighty nations,
the United States of America and the Soviet Union and by seversl other
States ~ morally by all men of goodwill and understending everywhere.
Jews hoped and prayed that the govermments of the world, not least
among them that of Great Britain, would soon match the moral recognition
of the Jewigh State by their constitubted authorities.

The nations and the faiths of the world had two tremendous
‘opportunities partially to atone for their crimes against the Jewish
people. One was to enable the Jewish people to re-establish its own
State. There were countries which by the assistance they were rendering *
Idrael were ealning an honoure¢d place in the memory of the Jewish peopls,
As an American, Dr. Wise said, he was happy that despite earlier
yaccillations his country had become a candidate for this position. But
he was bound to say with the deecpest hurt and roegret that Great Britain
which through Lord Balfour had won for its¢lf one of the foremost places
in the roll of honour of the Jewish people.~wos rapidly losing that
position as a result of ifs pro-Arab policy.

The sccond opportunity which the world had was to make its
reparation to the Jewish people by guarsnteeing to the Jews, together
Wwith all other peoples, full equality in humen ri " ts wherever they
may chooge to dwell. To make certain that tho world would pay this form
of reparation wag one of thepurposcs to which the World Jewish Congress
wasg to~day dedicated. -

Referring to the efforts of the World Jewish Congress during
the war years to roscue Jows from destruction and death, Dr, Wise
recalled that in 1932, and again aftor the advent of Hitler in 1933 he
nad warned against the war,then loomiing on the horizon and pressed for
the preoparation of ths World Jewish Congress. "The truth of the mabter




is that had we not crecated the Vorld Jewigh Congress in 1836, every
hour since then would have found us ander the inescapable necessity -
of creating it. In 1936 we drcamed of saving the Jews undsr Nazi rule.
We failed to savé millions of Jews, ~but we helped to save, in however
decimated a form, the Jewish people, We failed to save Jews hecause

the world would not heed our warnings. We helped to save the Jewish
people because of the justice of our ceuse, becausec we pattled unitedly
and ag a people for freedom, and becauge of the merciful help ana
strength which crowns every human fighter for the right."

What Jews in the lands of Nazi terroT necded most desperately,
Dr.Wise said, was a sense of unity, in-gonality snd democracy, with
their fellow-Jews throughout thé world, That sehse of unity and equality
the Viyrld Jewish Congress tried; above all elsc, to provide. The most
gerioug aspect of the Jewish tragedy was the failure oT refusal of
some Jows in many parts of the wotld end, he had to admit with shame,
particularly in the United States, to recognise how desperate and
fundamental was that need for Jewish unity. They were not unprepared
to help ~ but only in the vole of benefactors-to the unfortunate,
There were still too many ready to act as benefactors, but not enough
prepared Lo serve as partners and comrades.

- To have msde poSsiblé and to have deepened the scnse of unity
and equality among Jows, Dr.Wise saild, must be regarded as the supreme
contribution of the World Jewish Congress. '

They were assembled not simply to review a record or to anslyse
history. They were mecting to abttempt to shape Jewish history. Among
the tasks of this Assembly there ranked supreme congideration of the
manner in which Jews everywhere could render the Ffullest support to
the security and development of the Statoof Isracl, such as was
consistent with their obligsbions to the countries in which they lived;
the deepening of the unity of the Jewigh pcople; formulation of plans
for the economic, Social and cultursl rehabilitation of Jews in many
parte of the world, and the taking of measures to protect the very lives
of tens of thousands of Jews in lands where their existence wag to-day
threatened.

They hed maintained the unity of +the World Jewish Congress
during the twelve years past not because they had slways sharved the
same views, the same hopes, the samo ideas. As in 1936 they were coming
to-day from all parts of the world in blazing scores of nstional
loyalties, vast fifferences of political ideologiecs and of goeial
views. But ag Jews They wers sharing common Jewlsgh hopes, heritage
and faith. They were sharing & common determination to survive, to
1ive ag a Jewish people, froely and~equally, iun dignity and gelf-respect,
with a1l other peoples of the world.

£

"Let mone of us be gullty of the sacrilege of permitting any-
thing. to impsair ovny common task of . sgsuring Jewish survival. Ay for the



atate of Israel we have faith that it will prove squal to the prayers,
challenges, the hopes and dreams of the Jewigh people asnd of the
friends of Israel throughout these past nineteon centuries.”

In conciuding Dr. Stephen S, Vige appealed to the nations
and to Christendom "to meintain the peace of the world end to remember
that justice tg the Jewish people and Isyvael is an inescapable
condition of sihch pesoe. Another aggault on the Jewish people would
be the prelude’to the final destruction of democracy, cf humsn freedom.”

"Dy Isrsel, the people, I gay ! Be strong ! Unite’and be not
afraid. You are the sons and daughters of an heroisc people, from the
Maccsbees of Modin to the Partisans of Warsaw and the Hagansh of Israel.
Take your inspiration and courage from that tradition. And be not

afraid."
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

SECOND PLENARY ASSEMBLY

MONTREUX 1948

Bxzcernts fron the address ol
DR, STEPHEN £, VISE DRESIDENT OF THE WORID JETISH CONGRESS,
at 1%s Bession 1n Montreux, Switzerland, on Sunday,
June 27, 1948,

As President ol the World Jewish Congress, I hereby
declare this, 1ts Second Session, To be open.

We meelb in this Second Session as the representatives
o7 the Jewlsh comaswnities of more than 60 countrieg through-
out the worlid. We thereflore can gaflely claim to speak for
the larpest majorlty of our living fellow-Jews, Indeed.,
because of the demooratic and reoresentative marner in which
the Vorld Jewlish Congress is constituted, it is not we who
gpealk for then, It is rather they, who through us, speak
to-day Lo the world,

This sesgion of the World Jewish Congress follows ibs
first and founding session ab Geneva after a lapse of 12
years, from 1956 to 1948. Desgpive the world cabaclysm whlch
made an eariler plenary Session lmpossgible, your officers have
attempted to mainbaln during those lengthy years, the war ;
yvears lncluded, a conbtinuity of rssponsibility and authority 5
through special conferences and regional meetings such as
those in Baltlmore, Atlantic COity, London and Parils,

These years have been beyond all question the most
traglic of our bragic history. Through every mamner of bru-
tallty and savagery, the rumbers of {the Jewish people have
been reduced by one-third and more, 6,200,000 having been
glain, During this poriod, the judgment and declsion of
the founders of the Congress have besn abundantly vindicated.,
Throughout twelve bitier and indescribable years, we have
learned anevw the truth vhich we had dared to proclalm in
1936 -- namely, bhat although we welcome and cherish the
friendship and goodwlll of all peovles and falths, we must
in the final analysils depend. on ourselves, The Jewisgh
peoble has always had, and hap everywhere, some understanding
and. friendly helpers. But, 1O we have survived these
twelve bterrible years, we owe our survival not to the friendly
intervention of any group or race or church but to cur own
faith -~ that faith vhich is 1n itself a miracle =~ 1o
our unshalkeable trust in the Divine Wercy and to an unfalter-
ing will reinforced by collective and united purpose. The
World Jewish Congress has represented and embodied thah faith
and. deternination to survive and has served as the practlcal
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vehicle Tor the fulfilment of that collectlve purpose.

We gather to-~day in beautiful Syitmerland, a country
which we hope will regard as not the Toast of 1ts clalms

4o history, the Tact thal it was the birth-scenc of" the medern |

i orkos movement (LITy ~one years ago. We meet neither to

mourn nor vet to exulb. Our people has survived nelther

py mourning nor exultatlon, thougn our tradition has seb
aside appropriate occasions for each,  We have survived
necause we have dedicated ourselves bo creabing, insofar as

we could, the conditilons of survival, spiritual no less

than materdial. To-day we meeb to pLlan for the future of the
Tewish peovle outsipe of the State of Tgrasal, A future
there will be.  The question ls whethor that fubture will

be chactic and unplarmed, or vhether through our COUION and.
collechive effort and will, wo can play Some Dars in shaplng

that future and bthereby giving it purpese and meaning.,

The Jewlsh world has changed, traglcally changed. 1n
some respects, miraculously in others,  Bub 156 problems
ara almost unchanging, save for the one ariging out of the
millenially delsyed establishment of tlie Italbe of Israel.
And in this regard our problem 1s nob, as the btimid forecast,
to define and Lo seh proper limitations to the relablons
netwesn Jews within ard Jews without the State of Israel,
Rather we @ust seek 4o ascertaln how Terael and 1ts people
st Jews ouboido of Israecl 8hall inter-scet for the ma g irmum
well-baing of 2acl. Tn & word, whab are bo become the res-
pengibilities Tor Jewleh survival which each ol these Jewlish
groups wust unow beer, Jerry united in statehood in Israel,
and. the Jewish peoplo uniied in common purbose through the
World Jewish Congrogs?

Tob thoere ho no dogmablsing on this scowe, In a world
of such rapiid changod, nothing iz as unpredictable as the
atatus of the Jewish peovple, save o the Tact that we shall
gurviva, Gorhalin 2% i3, however, that the bond retween the
YVishuv that was, now bransformed into the State of Israel,
ard bthe Jows of tho lands of exile, will be closer than ever. -
A deep and unimpairable spiritual bond will bo Torged anew
hetween ug, Tewgs throughout the world will derive renewed.
spirvitual & afonance and guidance from thelr fellow-Jews
of the State of faracl, Andl all Jews everywhere willl be eager
to make their contribubtilon to the development off the mogt
thrilling experiment ol bhuman DIsLory, the re~blrth of a
“people in their own land and of wholiyr own State afber nearly .
two thousand yvears of dispersicn.

Verdly thig ig onc of the nost glorious moments in
Jowian higtory. The Stote of iorasl ls cstablished and it
will stand, Tolibically it has heen recognised by two ,
nighty nations, the United States of Amcrica and the Soviet




Union and by several other States, Morally, 16 has been
recognised by all men of gooduill and undersvanding every-
whers. We hope and wpray that the govermments of the world,
not least among them that of Greatb Britaln, will soon match
the moral recognition cf Israelt_nbthe part of common men and
women with the political recognition of the Jewlsgh Stabte by
their congtituted authorities.

T have alreaidy atated that we owe the smallest part of
our survival to the genercsibty of other peoples and nations,
Indeed, %hose countries which did not dlrectly organige the
murder of our fellow-Jews bub acquiesced, through inaction ard
delay, in their destruction, were virtually accomplices in
the greatest crime in history. Particularly, let me say, 1t
will take centuries for Christendom to wipe out the stain of
its record and consclence, the knowledge, which some day 1t
will find unbearable, that it bears a major share of responsi-
bility for the failure to have rescued so many of our peopls
who perighed.

The nations and the faiths of the world had, and can

2till have, two tremendous opporiunitles, parbially to atene
for thelr crimes against the Jeulsh poople. I say, rartially,
because the crime was too vast and horridle ever Lo permit a
full and complebe abonement, One of these opporbunities was
to enable the Jenish peuple to re-ecsbablish its own State in
ite oun Lland., That, they have go far largely Tfailed to do.

If to-day the State of Israel Lives, it lives not because of
the sssistance of fthose who owe us atonement, butb, 1ln very
great measure, desplite them, That path however 18 Stlill open.
And leb me say nere that e Jews have the longest and most
unforgetting memory of all peoplaes. Those who have helped
Terael from Cyrus Ho Balfour have been enshrined with gratifude
and. thankesiving in the stordied anpals of our peoble, Those
who have vwronged us from fmalek to Hitler have not only been
remembeored by ug;  thelr names have become for all mankind and
for £ 1 time tne very symbols of infamy and perfidy and evil,
Thera are countrles which by the assistonce they are rendering
Isracel ara carning an honouwced place In oulr mMemory. As an
American, I am havpy that desplie Lts earlier vacillations, my
counbry hag beaome a candidate Tor that positlon, I pray
only that for Taroelts good and Americats, ib will continue by
ite achs bo meintain that position. But T mist gsay with the
decpost of rogret snd hurt thabt Greab Britaln which through

Mr. Bolfour vion Tor itsclf one of the very foromosgt places in
our roll of honour is rapidly loging that vosibtion ag a resulb
of 1t pro-Ayab vpelicy and is breeding deen resentment and bit-
terness in Jouish hearbs wiere formerly there was gratitude and
regard., o Britain's sake no less than for that of Israsl
we pray that 1t will spoecdily domonsirabe 143 capaclty bo resume
50 Eive exprossion to the spirit of Balfour which was 1ts best,
rather than 4o the lack of epirit of those who have no tragle-
ally deparbed From thab tradition. ‘




Then, bthere is the second Torm Hhrough which the
wrld can and must make its reparation to the Jewlsh
people: by guaranteeing to us, together with all other
people, full equality in human rights wherever we may
choose to dwell, and by snaching those special and
particular mesgures which are the ilnescapablo necegsitles
growing out of tne particular catastrophe the Jewlsh
people have suffersd. To mols. cerbain thatb vhe world
will pay bthis form of raparaticn is cne of the purposes
to which the World Jewish Congwress is to-day dedicatbed,
To-day and during the Coursse of those sessions you will
hear Trom Dr. Goldmam, Dr. Kubowitzki and others an
account of what has been achleved in this direction and,
much more important, of the work that yeb remains Lo be
done, ' '

You will also hnear of our efforts, alasl all too
roeble and unsuccessful, bto rescue our people from des-
truction and dsath. A5 early as 1932, and again after
the formal advent of Hitler in 1935, T had predicted thab
world war would come snd o hat we must begin to prepare
for the organisation of the World Jewlsh Congress. Indeed,
such had been my insistence since 1919 when our beloved Leo
Mobzkin brought about the ostablichment of the Comité des
Délégations Juifs, The truth of the matter is that 1f we
nad not creabed the World Jewlsh Congress in 1936, every
hour since then would have found us under the unescapable

necessity of creating it., Tn 1936, we dreamed of saving
_ our Ppeople. We falled. But 1Let the word of the poed
never be Torgotben: "Not fallure, but low aim is crime”.

We failed to save milllons of Tews bub we helped to
save, in however decimated a form, bhe Jewlsh Deople,
We failed to save Jews because the world would not heed our
warnings. We helped to save the JTewlsh people because of
the jusbice of our cause, pecause we battled unilbedly and.
ag a people for freedon and because of the merciful held
and. resistless strength which crowns overy maran habttler
~ for the right,

T4me and again, we have had reason to thank God that
the Congress has been eatablished, They who lookel. upon
the vietims of Hitler as unforbunabe human b elngs could
not heln or serve bthem as did wo who Telt with them and
Por them as the vichims solely of their Jewishness, gullty
of no other crime, They fared as we, in anty other part
of the world, mighth ave fared, and for the same reasol,
They were Jows: We were arfl arc Jews, They were a threat
to the socieby which Nazlsm witled bo egbablich. They
were the vichims of that which Titler sought to destroy --
the hope of human freedom and justice, the sanitles and
sancbities of the democratlc way of Life.




The difficulbies we faced were many and terrible,
I name only twoe very great and difficult challenges:
those that cawme from persons who feared that worse sSbill
might happen 1if they dared to challenge the powers of
evil, and those who imagined that some manner of compromiss
or ag@easament could. somehow be found, Both were gricvously
mistaken, The worst was yet to come, irrespeciive of the
decencles of mild protest, The devourers were unappreasable,
The hopes of the cowardly to compromise, Lo appease, to
surrender, vroved unavailing.

Thus, there arose in our cvn Jewlsh ranks the tragedy
of thetlnﬁeachable, of Jewish impermeablencss, That was
and remains, vhough Uo a somewhat lesser degree bto-day, the
great Jewish tragedy of the ages., TFor an historic people
1ike ourselves; it 1s remarkable that there should be so many
in our midsh who fail to understand the imperatives of history
. when they begin to approach us, ard who are unshlo  to under-
stand thelr implidations after "$hey have. phgulfed us, Tor
mogt of the ysars of the Hitler chtastrophs, there was a
‘never-ending fallure on the part of so many of our people bo
unite for purposes worth while, We wers #ll 00 Drone Lo
oxpend a vastness of strength and substance on pseudco-substi-
tutes for defence and &ll too litble on the genuine defence
of ocur pecple, Need I remlnd yvou that a tiny fractlon of
the vast sums subsequently lost by Jews or of the collective
fines levied on Jewish communibles, willingly given and
properly spent at the right time for the building of Palestine,
for the fight against the then-developing Fascism in Furope,
might have averted our and the world's cabastrophe or conSld-
erably mltvigated its severity, o

But what our fellow-JFews in the lands of Nazi bterror
most desperately needeld was a sense of achdul, ofunity, in
equality and democracy, with thelir fellow-] Jews throughout
the world, That sense of unlty and equality is what the
World Jewish Congress tried above all else to provide,

The most serious aspect of the tragedy of Jewlsh unteachableness
was the fallure or the refusal of some Jews, Jews 1in many
Parts of the world and, T say with shame, particularly in my
own country, to recognise and to see how desSperabte and funda-
mental was thab need for a sensce of Jewlsh unity, They were
not wnprepared to help; but only in the rdle of benefactors
to the unfortunates, They were not prepared to accept that
common and equal responsibility which a common fate should.
lmpese on Jews everywhere, And T regrelt to say that this
agpect of Jewilsh unteachableness continues to plaguc us --
somewhat reduced 1t 1s true, bult continuing nevertheless,
There are too many who are ready Lo aclt as benefactors, bub
not enocugh who are prepared to serve as partners and com-
rades; VUoo many who, though giving lip-service to the fach
that we are one famlly, ingist on acbing the role. of big
brobhers, generous but dominating.




To navemade possible as early as 1936, 1o have
conbinued to make possible and to Geepen that sensgse of
Jewish unity and equality, I regard as the suprems
contribution of the World Jewlsh Congress, We do not
¢clalm that we were, or are to-day, fully equal to bhat
great task, Bub we did what we could, and more, 1o
bring about that unity at a time when our brothers were
doubly forsaken, when they were nob only doomsd by Hitler
bhut forgolten by virtually all the rest of the world.

The maintenance and extensilon of that unity must continue
to be the solemn and dedicated task of the World Jewish
Gongress,

We nmeet not simply to review a record or 1o analyse
history. We meet, oven more importantly, bo help make
records and to attempt o shape our history, During the
course of this session, we shall consider all the vast and
complex Problems by which our people everywhere are still
confronted: thHe manner in which we can render fullesd
support %o the security and development of the State of
Israel. consistent with our obligatlong to the countries
in which sach of us lives; 1o evolve even more adeguate
forms for the deepening of the unity of the Jewlsh people;
to formulate plans and Drogrammnes for the economic, social
and. cultural rehabilitatlion of our peorle in many parts of
the world; to take measures Ho protect the very lives of
tens of thousands of Jews in lands where thelr existence
is to-day seriously threatened, We must, too, make certain
that we organise ourselves aamlnlstratlvely for the practical
aspects of our work so that we best give effect to our pur-
poses and responsibilities, Torms created as an experiment
in 1936 or devised to meet the emergencies of later years
are not necessarily adequate to cope with the realitles
of 1948, I pray that the Divine Will and inspiration
which enabled our peodle to survive and bo esbablish the
Jewish State will grant us wisdom in our deliberations.

For on thelr oubcome will rest, in no small measure, the
fuvure of our peopls, :

To the delegates to this session, I address an earnest
and. grave appeal, Wa have malntained the unity of the
World Jewish Congress and of the Jewlsh people throughoud
these twelve years, not because we have always shared the
game views, the same hopses, the same ideas, We came in
1956, as we come to-day, from all parts of the world.

We embprace scores of netilonal loyaltiles, vast differences
of political ideclogies, of scclal views, Bubt we have
mainbtained the unity of our people because, a8 Jews, we
have shared common Jewlsh hoves, a comuon Jewish heritage,
a common Jewish fate, We have shared, Gespite all our
other Gifferences, a common dehermination to survive and
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to live ag the Jewilsh puoplo freely and equally, in
dignlty and self-respect, with all other Peoples of

the worlid, Leb us, in the name of the sacred responsi-
bilitles we bear, leave behind us at Lhis session, all
the differences which under other circumstancesg, 1n our
- own homes and lands, may divide us, Tet none of us be
gullby of the sacrilege of permitting anything to impair
our common task of assuring Jewlsh swurvival, Let us.
render here to The Jewish people thoge things which as
Jews we hold in common, Leb us render elsewhere, and
to others, those budings oo . dn ather Gapaclﬁles

we differ,

I cloge with a three-fold appeal, a three-{old aflfirma-
ticn, Ag Tor the State of Isyreel, I have Taith -=- I
‘believe I have the right to sgay, we have faith -- that
the Stabe of Israel Will,prove equal to the prayers, the~
‘challenges, the hopes and draang of the Jewlsgh people andi
of the friends of Israesl throughout these past nlneteen
genburiss

My second appeal is to the nations and bo Christendom,
an apreal bto maintain the peacs of the world and to remember
that justice Lo the Jowich people and Israel 1is an unescapabl. .
condition of such peane, Have we and the world not suffered
enough?  Pray ranember that ancther assault on the Jewish :
people would be the prelude to the final destruction of demo- i
cracy, of human freedom. i

To Israel, the people, 1 cay- Be strong! Unite and

be not afraid., You are the 2oas ond daughters of an heroic
people, from the 1 Maccabees of Modiix Lo the Partisans of
Warisaw, and the H@bandh of Taraol. Take your inspiration

and gourage from that tradition, And be not afraid.,
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O PENTNG ADDRESS

by

Dy, Nahum Goldmann
Ohairman of the World Jewish Congress Execabive Committee

‘ In his opening address to the Second Plenary A¢sembly of thé
World Jewish Congress, which was insugurated at Montreux, Switzerlend,
on June 27th, Dr. Nshum Goldmenn, Chairman of the World Jewish Congress
Exocutive stressed that since the World Jewigh Congress had met last In
intornationsl Conference twelve years ago, the Jewish situation had been
determined by two outstanding facts: the slaughter of one third of the
Jewish people by the Nazi barbarians ant the establishment of the State
of Isracl in Palestine. ‘ ‘

The Gramatic and speedy emergence of the State of Israel had
Pulfilled’a hope which Jews held from time immemorisl., But 1t did not
mean the end of the diaspora and its problems, The fact was that for a
long time to come the majority of Jews would live in dispersion. Thoy
would owe no allegiance to the State of Tsrael but would be loyal
citizens of their own States, Just as there was no dual loyalty for the
millions of Ivighmen, Poles and Itelisns in America so there could be
no dusl loyalty for the Jews.

Bot st the same time Jews all over the world would have &
gentimental and spiritual relationship to Israel. For this, too, thers
were many precedents among other peoples. In Isroel the Jews of the
world would find a potentisl home In case of persecution. Israel would
aiso give the Jews & voice emong the nations of the world and put an

ond t0 the anonymity of Jewish existence. .

. Referring to the future relationship between the gGovernment
of Israel and the VWorld Jewish Congress, Dr.Goldmann expressed the hops
that the State of Iarael would lend a helping hand in the defence of
the Jewigh position; 1its authority and presence in the United Natlons




WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
SECOND PLENARY ASSEMBLY

MONTREWUX 1948

June 27th, 1948,

PRESENT DAY POSITION OF WORID JEWRY.
Address given at the Opening Session
by

Dr. NAHUM GOILDMANN
Chairman of the Executlive Commiitteec.

It is almost sixteen years since, at the first preparatory Con- :
ference for the World Jewish Congress, held in the summer of 1932
in Geneva, it fell to me to mals one of a series of speeches
dealing with the geuneral situation of the Jewish people in the

- world. In the further preparatory Conferences which followed, and
at* the session of the First World Jewish Congress in 1936, T

made similar surveys of the Jewish position; the last time I did
so was at the Fmergency Conference of the World Jewish Congress

in Atlantie City in 1944. ‘

Those sixteen years since my first survey have seen the mos?t
startling, fundemental and far-reaching changes in Jewish life,
~am- in the external and internal positlion of the Jewish people.
Scarcely ever, in the long history of our people, has so short a
period - a mere ten or fifteen years - seen events on the one

- hand so0 terrible and traglc, and on the other so heroioc and %k
inspiring. These few short yrars have witnessed the gremtest
tragedy in Jewish history -~ the annihilation of more thaen ons-
third of our people by the Nasi berbarians and their allies.

I% has also seen the realisation of the most cherished dream

of many generations of Jews: the proclamation and establishment
of a Jewish State in Palestine - the State of Israsl.

These are two revolutionary eveunts: the dne marking the 6limax
¢f our Galuth tragedy, 2nd the other the begluning of the
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yealisation of the most sacred idesl of our pecple. Tnsey are
naturally the two governing Tacts 1n determining +the position of

the Jews in the world to-day. Both events aye of so far-reachling
importance and significance that it must take years, mayte gener-
ations, to evaluate thelr Pu1 meaning, and take stock of the
tremendous consequences which they iuvolve oy our people, hoih

a8 regards ovr intertal struciure ardin our exbernsl rwelatlons.

We who are 8till olose to these events can only hegin to reslise
their implications: we can twy o Find out their histoxical meaning
for our own am fubure generabions of fews, %O satinate their effect
and to make a beginning with the read justment of Jewiuh 1ife and
Jewish policies to these two goyralng Factors. There is nc problem
of Jewish l1life to-day which wili not be influenced, directly ow
ipdirectly, by them, in the mosi ~adical and Tareresching way. T ere

is herdly = problem which i nob alresdy fasiivg $thelr lmllusnase.
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coonsider all our

And so0 we must to-day begin to re-~examing oy $
usuel me thods of approach to our problems, © o to see the most
sacred amd unchanging values of Jewish life in the light of the
two revolutionary changes of vhe last decade. This Seaocnd Sassion
of the World Jewish Congress will hawe, of course, o bake many
organisational and internsl decisionss but 1ts maln conbtribution
to Jewish life, 2nd the real mesning of its delibierasious, wili
be found in ite attitude towazds the usw gisusntion, and ia the
guidance which it may he szble to adfford in the ve-shaplng of Jewidh

policy and actlions ander the imeact of the Lwo grent hepnealngs
. 1 - £ e W) W [
referred to above-
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Sinece the proclamation of the State of lerael, thiis
First great internavionsl Jewish gnthering to meedh
deliberations wrder the influvesncs of whak I 3
May 15th, 1948. It falls to me [0 make Ccne of
to discuss Jgwish problems in the lighw
this to try =2nd esisblish sowme cliaim OF
marks are far Trom exhaustive, 17 I les
really do is %o dry to¥ihink alouwd”, v
impact of these events oa-cuy futurs. I _
will have all the ineviteble shortconings of any firev 2hhemyh
to-diseuss the most difficult mnd delicabe n o live
tr O-ﬁ?—3.'y <

8 oG Eiwdm
P these evembs,

woblem of fewlsh

1 think no-omne here needs 0 he reminded thot thege two ¢vants -
on the one hend the annihiisiion of slx molilon-Jdews, and on the
other the establishment of the State of Igzasl « U fuiled
confirmation of the analysis of the Jewlsh ui

the founders of modern Zionism - an anpalysls
own past surveys of the wmubjizt, apd walch 13

3

only by Zionist thinkers and spoakers, but by the
majority of fhe woalal Tolyaes U e s
tion that the Jewish situwssion ia the world muss HE
and tragic so long as it iz debtermined solely hy the
Jewish dispersion, so long a8 there 1is no weal ceul

national existence, so long o5 we have no place in

I

v o

7 13!

R

s oz L

0%




B

call our own - where we can live our own lives fuliy, after our
own Tashion, "1like un*n all the Nations." So long, in fact, 2s we
are not recognised as  an independent, sovereign State on 2 footing
of equality with other sovereign states. :

The terrible tragedy of the Hitker decade threw a ghastly butb
searching light on this abnormality of Jewish life: not even the
most pessimistic analyst of the Galuth situation could have seen
so clearly in the years before Hitler as we 211 do to-day. Had the
Jewish pecople had the courage and imagination ever to euvisage -
28 Tthe remotest of possibilities ~ the massacre of six million Jews,
it might have taken some precazutions in time; 1t might have heeoded
the warnings the more clear-sighted of ites leaders were already
‘giving; it migh+t have organised its Ffight ageinst Hitlerism before

it was too late, and while the hydrahead wes still weak enough to

he crushed without the calastrophe of a world war, Yelt perhaps one
had to be something of a Nezi oneself to be able to enviesge the

. powusipility of gas-shmnbers awl concenbrsasdsy camps belfore they
hapoened. Perhaps it wes not only lack of courage and imeglnabion,
but 2lsc innate decerncy and a deep failth in hvman vature - what a
Gorman philosopher hes cslled "the cursed optimism of the Jewish
people” - which prevented the Jewlsh masses, and many Jewish leaders,
from admitting even to themselves that such catastropher might
haznen.

i is not the piace for recriminations; nor have I apy wish to
make them. It ig easy to sy wnow that we srould heve reacted more
rigorously in the esrly stages of Hitlewvism., Tae Secvebtary-General's
report will tell you much about theseaming of ocmission™ - gome of
them dating from a time when the process of annihilation was alresdy
well under way, bub when, with & 1ittle move givic acurame and dar-
ing in cur poliecies, very large wuambers of Jews might s L311 have
been saved,

:'3

ot O

a greater or lesg degree, we are all resgponsible for these things:
wag the tragic shori-sightedness of 2 peoeple which had got used

o its abnormal sivuation, and which, confronted with a dangey of

precedented character and dimensious, couldd rasact only by the

mel routine methods. YMore important then any sdmiscion of our

past failures, is o apply to our fubure the tremsndous regulis of

the greabtest trrgedy in Jewish history. '
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The anmthillation of more than one-~third of the dowigh peonle hag,
firet of =11, reduced our manpower o an oxtent Wiparalleled in
human history save periiaps in the dark and bachbarous epochs when
wnole tribes or smell nations were massacred by thelr savege cone
guerors. Lt is easy to smy we have logt six million Fews, but it
vakes a sustained effort of JSmying imAgination to visualige fthe
real mesning of the words. If net for the remerkeblis vitslity of
our peonie, Tor ocur stubberness, ouvwr will to survive, such mads
cglavehter might have meant the complets dlsintegration ofouw
people &8 a pecple. S



If there is one ray of consolation in all this ghastly story of

the dscade-of Hitler, it is the magnificent evidence 1t offers of
Jewish vitality, aml of our determination to survive all attempts

to destroy us. If Jews in the United States and many other countries

are to-day mueh more fully congeious of their Jewish identity and
their Jewish responsibilities than they used to be, it is to =
large degree due 10 the lessons Fforced upon them by the horrible
tragedy enacted before their very eyes, and which they were power-
less to prevent. Another striking proof of our will to live 1s pro-
vided to anyore who visits the D.P.camps. Hitler annihilated
millions of individusl Jews; he did notb succeed in annihilating

the Jewigh people: he neither broke our will to l1life, mor deliversd
any mortal blow to the soul. or spirit of Jewry. From the larger,
nistoricsl, viewpoint, he failed. Am Israel chajs '

But we amve greatly weakened not ouly in numbers. It is not only

that Hitler has destroyed sixz million Jewish mon snd women and
ohildren; he has also destroyed the most imporfant sentres of
Jewish 1ife in Burope. The great cultural and religious centres of
Jewish li“e in the Dimspora - Warssw and Viina, Telsch and Volosghin,
Tvov and Urmeow, Breslau and Berlin, Jassy axd Budapest {to mention
only a few) - were not just agglomerations of large numbhers of

Jews; they were malnsprings of Jowish culture and tradition and
civilfsastion, of religion and literature, of the most important
political movements in Jowry; They were the sources of mogt of the
sonstructive. creative ideas of Jewish 1ife in past generations.
Fven worse is the thought that such centres cin never be rebuilt

as they once wore. L% had btaken geunsrations of Jews, centuries of
Jewish creative thought and work to make them, and though all marvel
and admire the grent efforts already made. spécially in Eastern
Europe, by the Jewish survivoss to rebhuild gomething of their lost
lives, alsc they deserve and will get sll possible support from

the Jewish people as = whole, it lg opvious that, 1f only from lack
of muabey s, therse 18 no real progpect of rebuilding ~ at leasgt for
ug of this and the comiug generation - anything vemotely approaching
the colossal moral and spiritual forces which were cenbred in these
countries before the Nazi magsacre. o ‘

The destrucsion of those centres was -~ lnhuman shosghols may sound
to say it - even wore of = blow to ouwr existenco as a pecole than
the massacre of mgay million of our brethren. As T srid, these
centres csnnot de retuild as and where they were, and I doubd
whether they can be re-oreabed elsewhere in the Diaspors (I will
speak of Lsrael later).

There is in the Diaspora of the Western Hemisphere a great revival,
not only of Jewlish congciousnssg, but also To some degree of Jewish
creativeness, and everything must be dome to strengthen and encour-
age these creapive tendencies. When we come 50 discuss the tasks
before the World Jewish Congress in the immediate fuiure, this will
form ome of the main subj.2ts for our attention and decision. But
American Jewry can never take the place of Pollsh Jewry; Argentine
Jewry cannot deputise for Lithuanizn, a2nd 20 oU. Tor the creztion



of the things of the spirit depends cn more than will-power and

the désire to creste them. It is an higtorical process, involving
the prolonged labowr of many generations, s long 1iue of tredition,
a gontinuity, 211 ltogether producing a specific “Telimate” which

does not, and for long cannoh, exist in the new conglomerations

of Jewish 1ife in the West. Therefore I gay that, at least for many
generations to coms, there 1s no chame of re-congtructing our moral
and spiritual sources as they were; we must do whatsever we can 1o
build new centres, but we must from the sbert reslise thelr in-
evitable 1imitaulonsu

I stress this point ia order S0 impress upon you - 1

needed - the grave dangers inherent in the lrrevooan facts just
regorded. The Hitler decade, with 1te annihilation of six millions
of our small o e, ig a grave threat Lo our existence, - 2 threat
to our ability to maintein our identity as a people. In the Diaspora,
the permanewnt dsnger to Jewlgh 1ife has always been the Tact of
our dispersion and disintegration. The move dispersed and disinte-
grated we sye, the more difFficnlt it beconss for we to maintain

our SOLLQQTJUV ag Jews, our unlity du a colleative eatity. Mve smsll
communities can do L”M less thamn one layge ove. Sc the dogvructlion
of poweWQL1 snd diglinguishel Jdewisgh GDNWJQLLjPS 11&# the Folish,

7 that be
1

Hungarian, Rémanian, Lithusan and L-ﬁmuu_i - 1tnieg threat
to our existen a. UJHLM@Udiyg Jovlish nigtory ans yr ovided us wilth
one great new Yewi s @omwuwwi‘ ~ that built up in the last fow

generations in Amsrics. Seen was a whole, hﬂmkve" the safeguarding

of our hational ddeniity is 2 much more difficult task today than

it was before the Titler decaic.

There is ancther element 1w the pregeut world gitvation whiech

further increases “his dewger. We live in "evﬁgduuﬁumtv times; new
ideas are evefywnefa Fiehtivng to fivd cono ¢ expresgion. Without
expressing any opinicn here on the merity of the varicns contending

theories and systems, it muad te closr to every thoughitlTal obgerver
that we Bre headed towerds @ vernod of widespread 1doa¢051ﬁal and
political conflict and uphesval, oven though - as we hope and pray-
everything possible will be dove %c prevent it from de generating
into a shooting wav. Whatever our oplniong ag to the various ldeo-
logies, it must be cleear fo everyoue tnat we ore net 1iving, and
for some time +to come cavuot hope ho live, in & sdohle world. Per-
haps the two great world wars were 0 e expression of revolu~

|
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tilonary changes in the worlid. The nex Jod will be one of in-
stability, dissensions, new idens of all kinda - politlieal, econ-
omie, sceial, cultural, «PZngcu - which will make it impossible
to maintain the status guo, ard o prevent greal developmenis and
changes.

As human beingg and 01b¢ZGl§ of the world, ws mey welcome such de-~
velopments cor fomr them; bat however we Feel abont them, we have to
raalise the dangers ipherent in thay Lor the Jews as o people. I

I here point cut three such Iderent dangsrs, 1t 1s wot in oxder

to advise the Jewg to heid alool fyom the cnryend of world affailrs:
as heirs of an ancient civilisation - grandsons of the prophets -



we have to play our part ard make owy c,Afwnnubzon with the ouhev:

peoples of the world. I point them out it ”“”“Ptﬂab we may. hs fuIAV'

awere of them, and may take what precautions we can to reduce.their
gravity, and if possible countersct their eﬁ et upon ouwr future
a8 a peopie. ‘

One danger flows from the fact that, whenever the world 18 In a
state of instability and flux, of ais sangion, coufliict and chaos,
minorities are bound to bhe the first to SHLLCT ~ and none isg so
vulnerabLe ag the Jews. In the fight sgainst new .deas , Aoctiomn
arles - defanders of the past - must ﬂ]ways peek o SC&“@gOBt :
and who more likely than fhe Jewisgh people, the classic QoawegO@t
aml object of Attack from time immemorial for every resctivnary
movement in the world? In a worid 80 ungtable ag ours. to~day =
amd in the immediale future - anti-semitism is almost hHouwd to he-
eome ‘2 permanent festure. You will 1e sr dwring the preseut Session

reports of arti-semitic movements, of the revivel of apti-pemitism,
in meny countries, among them lands where anbi-sgebitisn was former-

ly almost an waknown phenomenon - for instance Great H*l"uins_zr

the United Stetes, anti-semitism is stronger to-day then maybe

any other pericd of ite nistorys and though it 13 certainly mau

an immedinte danger to the great and stvoug Jewish commuanity Lhere,
it is still strong enoush to constitube a sericus problem, and 1o

do away with =sny facile wotion that the demoaratic cons u]tquon

apd traditions of the -nerican peoplie are in themselves a permanent

guarantee for Jewlish life =apnd equality of citizenshlp in Lhsd
country. Yo will hear, too about aati-gemitism in Tatin-imesican’
countries, where new Jewish communities 2re beginmlg tc mrke a
netable contribution te¢ Jewigh 1ife 28 o whole. T do nod hove 99
gpeak in d@tch about the grave situwaticn of . 2 Jews in Moslam
countries, in wome of which they have Tor long lived under 4i
inatory reglmes, and where the Palestine ise 1m is now sresting
O

new dengers Lo their existence. You will ale ar anony not the
revival, but the undiminished persistence of
Germeny and Auvstria, which may over: ight 5*Um 1ubu a great aud

-gérious danger -~ especizlly in view of o« ta‘n'TcndJﬂG:es b0 permit

the rew-emergence of =a o*rong Gevmany. L hope ths Jewish peopis has,

learned Trom the last fifteen yssrs not to deal Llightly with anbis -

semi td sm,” not ¢ regaxd it as an igclated local phenomenon, Tor.
which antiguonted and piecemeal mothods are gitill adequsis., ﬁntiw‘
gemitism always was, and to-day 1s more than ever, 2 goneral
poldtLurJ phencmencn. 1t ig one of ihie wost popular 5Lub wses .
eaotionaries, Naozis apd Fascists everywhere, one of fhe mba’,xorr
modngm weapons for all eggressive movements. It has therefore to
be dealt with by political methods: firet by united action, by .
co-0 -ty ,ion of a;l efforts to fight i%, snd cecondly by seeking .

the Lelp of all progressive elements in the struggle. Anti- gonity

ism can never be deal’ with adegquately if it i.‘%egd.cbd BE

purely Jowish problem. I% is much more & problem of Wﬁmii‘“Dhlv»ﬁSM ‘

then a specifically Jewish cune, and it 18 only with the help of
all democratic, liberal =nd PTOZres SIV& Lorch ‘in the womdid whal’

<

there is any cnance of striking at it btfue|y9 and prevensing -
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in the future catastrophes such as the one hwrough which we have
passed in the last decade or s0.

Another consequence of the general world situation and 1ts impsaot
on our people is that revolubtionary tendenciss, and great politice-
al and moral movemsents in the world, are alwsys apt to attract
Jewlgh youth and Jewish inteslligence: they draw the devotion and
sympathy of iarge numberg o onr people. We are not ashsmed of it
on the contrary, as a people we have always been proud of ovur con-~
tribution to the 1lifs end thought of the civilised world. If there
is something uﬁlqﬂﬁ somothing singuier, sbout the 1ife of the
Jewish people, if there iz = }PW1Sh problem acy compasrable to the
problem of any other people in the world, 1% is . parily just because
of the role we have played in 211 kinds of historical movements
and causes - & role much greater then our wuanbers or political
strength would suggest. The Jewigh people has no intention of re-
treating to a seldl- 1mpomed ghette in the countries of the Diaspora,
or of renouncing either 1%s abvility or its eageprmess to play its
part in the great movements which strive today to build a better
world, = safer worid, a héppler world; based on & greater degree
of social amd political eguality than the past centuries have
shown. But the fact that thése tendencles have o great an
attraction for many of the best elements of cur people should

-not distract our attention from the difficulty whieh WhL L arnhes
in the maintenance of our identity as 2 people, Most of our con- -
tributions to eguch world developments -~ except the contribution
‘yet to be made in our own Stete of Isz :ei {ﬁnd one important
raigon d'étre for & dewish State is. precisely ‘this unlgue
opportunity it wowld provide for wus) - zre male not simp iy as
Jews, but as members of genefwT 0T growp movensnts. fhemuaronger

. the attraction, the greater the st;ength and elan of guch ideas,
the firmer their hold on the devotlion pad 1mdb1nLuwon cf sections
0of our.people, the easier does it becone for these sections %o
become submerged in the larger streoam, LOLlﬂg GhC'“ asonnsstion

‘with the Jewish people and even their identity as jew g, How o
strengthen this sense of ideunitity without abnndon;ag o Justi-
fiable desire to participate in all forces engeged in the buimdm :
log of a better world, is one of the greab prohlems of Jewish '
life in the Galuth; and as long as the greater part of OLr paople
8till live 1in the diaspora (and this means certainly for my ard

~our children), this vproblem wiill remain one of the great spiritusl
~and moral problems of our life. Thevre is no easy soluvicn, and
certainly no wholesale fovmmula for solving it; but 1t has to be.
constantly borne in mind zo that we recognice the dawgbﬁﬂ ¢ﬂherent
in it and the difficulties 1t must create for us. .

‘Here I would 1like to make one more observation, and I hope not to
be misundecstood. Cne of the mest tragic resuits of thia ohaﬂﬁcter-
istic aspect of our time ig the unfortunzte tenlensy of the world
to split into two. I =m nol taking sides iun thils split, and T do
not think it can.be the duty of the World Jewish Cungress, as re-

R presenting the Jewish peodle, %o take sides. What we are 80 noarned
with as Jews, , and as & peoplu, is the tragic effest of this split,



wnich will,I fear,continue for gome while to come,lt was nevereasy to
build one wor“do¢ﬂ is lesgs easgy than ever in the unstable and revolutiom aw
ry times in which we live a We are desply interested in cvercoming it;
No people of the world ig so vitally concerncd ebout the hope of one
united world, ag envisaged in the Chartsy of the United Nations, as we=
the predestined victims of &very conflict, Bub a split is a fact ang
gc long ag it ig nob healed, there ls a permanent and grave aﬂnger in it =
the danger o a split within ouwr own people, Nothing could be more cataw
strophic for us than such development: It would mesn the end of Jewisgh
co~3peration, - of Jewigh %olldqrmby ané of collestilve action by and for the
Jewlah peop]eo. Wo have survived as a PDupJL just beocause we have go fap
performed the miracle of preserving our 50 darity and our identity
despite all the digruptive tendenciss of tho Diagpors Life,= frontiers,
differonces of political allegilance, of iaqouagc b¢ culbupsl 'ﬁentation;
of gocial outlook of LdeolmcLGBW convict;on = begause thege alfficuloLes
were not gtrong &1 aghto tear acrogs inherent feoling of selidarity between
Jews all over ithe world = ther sense of boelonging fo one Jowish PeopleD

It does net matter in this regpect, howwo define ox Sewlsgh ldentity,
Ideologlcal discusgions as o whethor wo are a Nation or a People, a
religlon or a race, a ccmmunity of dGSL.uV ar & cvltural entity, are

fine gubjiects for philesophers and daoatﬁmp slubsg, But they do not go

to ths root of the matter, which ig *%he basic Teot o Jewigh solidarity
and the Jewish seonse of being part of tho oae collective entity called the
Jewish People., Tf this ends, then ocur existence ag a people in the
Diagpora would OPG and thehkofore 1 take this grave view of the dangw to us
which flows from qe‘9~p¢1tgworld3 of tosday, It is a great tribute to
Jewish vitelity and Jewlsh statesmansnip that so f'% we have mahaged to
overcome it, Cf ths mﬂu‘.gaﬁuliy¢ﬂﬁ agpooty of this gathering of the
Second Session of tho World Jewigh Congrosa., nuhﬂlﬂﬁ ig more gratiflying
than the fact that wo e ol% o g both helwves of the wordd:
for the first ime gince }03 3 e tumults and shouting
of the feald war'?, wo ars me et from all Eastern Buro=
pean oountries, Jews fronm al? Anglo-Snzon Gountﬁ;eﬁ « and Jows from all the
obher countries which Lis hetwesn those two worlds T want to gay here =
as I have to say = how deeply we regret ©vhav one mwmau Jewish community =
that Of 8oviet Rugsla - ig not represenbed have ﬁOWQayG Wo ‘have done our
begt to have them with usg; we underetand thely dlfficnlileg in coming

and optimists ag we are -~ we do noi give up hope that very soon they
will % #ble %o come into this framowork of World Jewry which we call the
World Jewlsh Congress, DaLlﬂg thely v*ghuf““ vlaca qnd malking th eir
contributlon nd only ag bthey do tos=day on their cwn accounb, bubt ag one
of the essentisl parts of & united Jewt s people, if the World Jewish
Congress still needed a ralson dgétfeﬁ this elone would JUq*n v oand
necessitate its existence, The fach that t spe iy a2 world Jewlsh organisae
tion which comprilseg communities f"om both halves of thoe world, and
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creates a framework for their co-operation - for exohenge of views,

for shared thought, for fighting with one another if needs be,
but at the same time for poocling thelr resources and strength to
deal with common Jewish problems, to fight common enemies, and
able all to continue to represent the Jewish people theoretically
and in action - is an essential factor in maintaining our unity
2g a people. '

I gay this in order to heg of you that, in the coming discussions
and decisions, you should bear in mind thet, above all differences -
(which are inevitable), we must stick together =mnd act as repre-
gsentatives of one people, and not allow soy kind of difference

to destroy this unity, which is much more than a matter of prestige
or even of the existence of our orgénisation. It is the greatest

of our inheritances from past generations, the result of the mi-
raculous performance of the Jewish people through 2CC0 years of
mile - an inheritsnce which our gemratlion must hold desr and
fevelop. I we Murd this inheritance, and split our people, we
shall be deliverving = morbal blow a2t our own hesrtg, and should
becoms the first generation to betray the proudest achievement of
our a2ncestors. More then ever after the great tragedy of the Hit-
ier decsde must cur people close 1tr ranks, and do everything,
ideoclogically aund organisatlionally, to streugthen aund manifest

ite vwnity.

Now I come to the other great fact of the last period - no less
importoant in ite »nositive aspect than the Hitler decade in 1ts
negative aspect ~a fact hoped for and dreamed of from time imme-
morial, but reslised with drametic speed. It 18 86.11 so close to
us that 1t ie not ecasy to epeak of it without emotionn, still less
to try and estimate the force of ite impact. its mosning, and its
congsequences for Jewish 1life. The establishment of the Shtate of
Igrael means the beginning of the normalisation of our existence
&3 a people; 1t does not mean the immediate ewnd of vhe Jewish
problermn. There &re no mivacles in historys; there ig ne historieal
process which does not reguire its proper time. The provlamation
of our State does rnot mean the end of the Diagpora, and I couwld
cwigtr that in a time like ours, when we face great developments
ard great chumpges, we might be abhle to redwuse the ideological de-
bates and digcussions of which we are masiters. To overdo such . dig-
cussions is one of the characteristics of the Galuth. Tiving for
cenfurics the 1life of the Ghette, unable to establish their own
realities for themselves, the Jews have been the objects of history
rather then 1t8 subjects. They have depended for their lives, for
the form of their existence, on the gocd or 11ll-will of their
neighbours and protectors, of the nations among whom they lived.
So far as our own life was conderned, we have been reduced to the
world of thought and dialectic, of poetry and dresms, and have
therefore over-develcoped the srt of ideologicul discussion and
purely logical, abstract argumentation. How often do we split on
purely theoretical definitions. How often do we diszcover that,
once we leave the field of such abstract ideology, and approach

a problem from 1ts practical augle, we are ahle tc unite, despite



all theoretical &differences. I am not of thosge who have nc respect
for ideologicnl differences. I know that ideolegies are among the
main instruments given us to shape realities. But what we are here
for is to do actval work in shaping reslities for the Jewlsh people
Therefore I »le2d for 2 minimum of ideoclogicsl discussions and ¢
maximum of realistic and practical approach teo the problems we have
to face. :

I say this as the first of my observations on the problems involved
in the establishment of the State of Isrssel, in order to warn this
‘Session not to indulge in unneceseary discusnions between Zionists
and non-Zioniste; botween those who nave a positive relation to

the Goiah ard those who relect it. Those who 2ffirm the Golsh no
longer and deny Lhc necesslity and the wisdom of having alse =
Jewish State 1n Polestine, and these who dislike the Jolah and re-
Ject it must silse that it does not depend on their will to
abolish the Diaspora for the next few geunsrathons of Jewry, What
will happen afterwards may asafely be 1P;b te onr children ard our
grand~children, and though T do not deny that our approzch to the
diaspora ideoloév may have scme hearing on the practizal problems
and policies, T do not over~catinmate iuw Impacs on them, and am
convinced that, once put cn & practicsl t:nwnﬁ it will 0ot bee
too difficult to work cub common lines of policy. The fact is that
for a long vime to come, the majority of our pecole will live in
the Golah. The fact is slss that those Jews living oataide the
State of Israel will contizue to owe thelr ,ljcgiauce oo the states
whose loyal citizens they are, avd T think i35 iz hoth in the inter-
egte of our peopla, and of the Stabte of iHPPﬂmi to malke ag olear

as possible what hag alwa* been aald in ummistakosblse terms be-
fore the State was established: that this State will be composed

of citizens like every other wvoemal state, and thnt Jews outside
the State, not beipg ity citizens, WJI? owe ne politlicald alleglance
to 1t. The bogey of duxl loyalty, waich some remciticnisry non-
Zioniste -~ learning nothing and fG}Geb+1ug notliing - Bre trylng
to raise in some countries, should thus be dispo i from the
very Tirst moment. There ave many similer and paraliel cased to
this of the Jews abroad in their Meﬂatﬁan to theBgate of Isra91“
there are millions of 4=1%hnuq in Brerica,
millions of Italians. For them there g nmo probi s du@L lovaln
ty; and there lan..ae Tor wE.But at the zeme ) 1s natural ~
and every decent non-Few wlll-understamd « that Jews all over the
world will have = special sentimental and spiritual relab 5ionship
t0 the State of Isreel; will helyp 4 financ ial:y and morally;
will do everything to _uwﬁhew its devel Lopment; will help to train
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such Jews ag desgire to go o Palestine, ond 5\ praepare them for
their life thevrs. The JSewish poo_le everywherve will algo, guite
natuv011y9 regored Llsrael asg o spiridual and auliursl centve of -
Jewish life, ﬂnﬁ ha 13«pu¢y in.}chcﬁd by its gnivitual achieve-
ments. For all this agalin there e

msny precedents amunb other
pecples, =znd the igsuve raiszed is not spec sifically Jewlah,

The main significance of the crention of the State Tarael is
) LI R N -, T e = CR
not that it wiil sclve the dewish problsenm ov<rmlgnt; e long
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as Jewish mincrities vemain in many counbried of the wovlda the
problems of anti-semitism, ot dlS rimination, of securing their
pogition, will remain 8§ dbtu o8 ever berore. There 1s no contra-
diction between the Joewish Laﬁe on the oue nand, and the safe-
guardlnc of Jewish rights =nd position, aud the gtrengthening of
Jewish 1ife in the Diaspors on the other. The theory of many anti-
Zionists that Zionism aima at the annihilation of the Diaspora was
slways sheer nousense, = a 9111y or malicious misconcepiion.

The State of Isracl requ1r- 8 rong Jewish Diaspera, just as-
the Jewisgh Golsh requires the otaﬁﬁ oL Tgracl. The greatest re-
serve line in support of thisg Jewish ta,u? which wiil have in
its early years tremendous difficuities to oevercome, will fow
years to come he a strong. and united Jewish TEoPLE in the Diasporsa,
ready to support it mor ally spilritually, &nd practically. The o
existence oi the Siate of Tsr%el on the other hand, willl inmedinte
1y retieve us of many Galuath pTObLqu, and in the Llong run provide
a goluticn of such problems as Jewlgh m*gﬂ tion, nersecution etc.
Above all, it will give the Jewish peoyple 2 volce smoug the na ations
of the world, and pubt an end Lo the anonymity of Jewls h existence.
But it would be maive to telidve that the c.cation of the State
will resoive all the detailed problems of Jewish 1life overnight.
Tt is quite enough 12 it does what 1% is doinp for the golution
of the essentisl Jowlsh proeblem. This problem was the laek 0f a
normal centre for our existauce a8 2 paorle; the lack of a home
where 2 Jew cenld go if he wishod oxr was obliged; the izck of the
possibility of appenving =g a nailon :ouugﬂ'bed by 0uhe; nations
of the worid; the avonymity of owr existence - whs aker called
"the ghost-1ike exisionce 201 OwW soople.” A1T these Muhﬁmmeﬂual
aspects of whal was the Jewish problem are being wemoved hy the
creation of the Biate. I ' L exigtonse. It makes us
fundamentally = 1e L worl& new seeg Lor Whe
first time (to MPﬂuiuﬂ onl; viling expression of this fact)
Jews Tfighting =8 Jews, and I veunture GO 'ay - and in this I am
sure I do not gnesk oul ZAo I L ab in the neyrow senge of the
word - that nothing has so lnereased Jowleh ﬁf@ﬂﬁlge and voppect
for our pecple fov the lsst two fhousand years as the phenoms non
of a Jewish {ighting arwy cefending Jewldh 5011 and Jewish honour:
identified uwder thelyr own Llag

This colosgal contribution +to the

by
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seneration arnt  the

Loour
history of our pecpie ig made by ﬁbliﬁﬂmbﬁu of +the Jiate
of Israei. Ttp creaticn will involve 1w chanzes - organisational
ard ideologleal - in the 1ife of 8, The mesning of Zionlam

will have to be re-defined. In the lJ't fow yewrs Ziconiem has
become a matter of vitsl interest Tfor the O/C”Wﬂﬁ¢m1ﬂg ma jority

of Jews, whether they pay the shekel or not. The exishende, fulure,
anl Q“Obpp“ ity of the Stats of Isyrasl are and will remoin the w%v=
cern of the same overwhelmlng majOfi%y of Jowg., In these alrounm-
stances, what does 1t mean to be a u10r1°”f I dc not measn by bhis
that the Zionist ocvganisation shovld he dissolved. For a long

time to come it will have %o deal with lwportent agenda -~ flnancial
help, prevarahion of imwigranis, trainias ovaTvedim Aand mobillsing
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of the people in support of the State of Isrmel, and similar
problems. It will he for the appropriate Ziomist bodies, the
Agtions Committee and the next Zionist Congress, to define the
1imit between the Goveruoment of Israel and the Zicnist Organi-
sation; to define the scope and activities of the re-orgauised -
Zionist Organisation; to decide on the important problem of how
former non-Zionists who want o make their contribuition, shall
now be brought into the work, now that the JFewish ALGQGT A8 COon-
stituted under the Mandate has ended its Former exisbence.

A1l these are problems which may bhe of interest Lo us ne“w bat
which can naturally not be dewided by anybody other than e
approvriete Zionist orgens. Wnat is of greater ilmmedlazie import-
ance o ug here ig the nosslbillty which the State of Isrmsl

will have of lending us, in the World Jewish Congress, # helping
hand in the defence of Jewlsh positiona. We hope that at the

next Assembly, the State of Israel will be zdmpitted to she Unitod
Nations, go that when in future Jewish prohlems “oqui;ﬁﬂg United
Nations action arise, thers wilil be, I hope, 21 least one official
repraezentative of thu State of Tgracl at the Council Table, ready
to sperk cubt and take core of fthem. But agein, we shouwld not re-
gard the State of Israel, co ipso, a8 the formal remresentavive
anl spokesman of Jewish communities in the Diaspera, which 1%
cannot he - in its own interezsts ag well =o iIn those of the

communities themsclves. Just as Jews in the Diagpora, witiout
any politicsl tie-up willy,ihe, State, will be enbitled and able
t0 look to the State fg oral . gllopors, 1n the same way the &
State will have tho righi sy give the mor el SURROXG 0* ite

tO s JALE %l-i..l-fj.e(i
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authority 2nd presence in the United Bafi
complaints and claims of Jewish commanitie
to general Jewlsh demands of the Jewigh p
Jews of the Diaspora are zdmiitted ~ pg !
politleal ties with Isrvaeld, it bocomes claarly jmpCﬁL“nle far_ '
Igrael to 2ot oi thelr behalf. :
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Prom this it follows that there can be no -ceniyaldiciion bw,dcen
the &%®5e of Israel {(and our nataral ob*ng(fioms vo wugpert 1%)
and the need Tor an organisaibicn of world Jewry %o ach for Jewieh
communities whenaver nscogsary, and for the ?Dwian'yeonle when
deslred. The fubture of the Jewizh people in lhe Diaspora, aud the
uture of the Staie of Israel, zilike reguire close velations of
trust of mubtual help, of interest, of co-operation in many omses;
but a1t lhe seme time they will be distinet and different entitiess
the State represerting ite citizens sed spsaking f01 them, the
World Jewish Congress representing the Jewish people and speaking
for them - s0 far a3 8uthumlgod to Go S0

All this lesds me t0 the conclusion of my rewsris. Both the
analysis of the tragedy of dewish 1ife in the last fifieen yoars,
and this preliminecy evalusticn of the gioatesdt creative achieve-
ment im Jewish 1ife - the. ehtmD"Lshmeﬁu of the Shaite - lead to
the same conclusion: the neceagity of msintaining and strevgthen-
ing an organisem which will expresg the unity of the Jewlsh peonle
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and which can gpeak and act on its behalf. I wishithat this problem,
too, may be dealt with in a practical way. Certain critics in Amer-
ican Jewry have developed a new bogey: Galuth nationalism. They are
ready to acguiesce in, or even welcome, the existence of the Jewigh
State, but maintaln thelr stubborn oppositicn to an crganisation
like ours, basing themselves on their dislike of what they call
"Galuth nationzlism". It is yet another of those bogeys which con-
fuse Jewisgh life, and I rsgret that distinguished leaders of Amer-
ican Jewry like the President of the American Jewish Committee, who
have taken up the right attitude with regards to the Jewish State,
still seem to remain imbued with this confusing the nousensical
idea of "Galuth nationalism." '

The World Jewish Congress does not intend to represent, still less
t0o create, a Jewish pol’tical nation in the Diasspora. S0 far as the
Jews mre a nation, in the legal and political mesuning of this term,
the Jewish nstion is represented by the Jewish citizens of the
State of Israel. As T sald before, the definition of what consti-

- tutes a Jew is unimportant for the problem of the World Jewish
Congress. Whatever we are by theoretical definition- (I personally
believe, and have long bellieved, that there is no unon-Hebrew term
defining properly the collective entity called the Jewlish people),
what 1s essential is to recognise that this entity has the right-
and the duty to organise itself for common activity and to do it
in an open, puwblic, and organlised manner.

Where ig 1t laid down that only "nationg™ have ianternational organ-
isations? Are there no international organissilons representing
churches, social groups, trade unions, writers, and 211 kints of
collective conglomerations of individuale, based on professional,

- soclel and other common interests? If we recognise that there are
-problems common to Jews all cver the world, which are hest dealt
with by common approach, by co~cperation aad cc-ordinaticn, the
existence of the World Jewish Congress is fully justified, and is
indeed essential. As a matter of fact, the opyonents of the Congress
admit both assumptions. They admit the existernce of common Jewish ;7
interests, 2nd even the need of commen action. What they objeet to
is the existence of ome organisation - they would rather do it by
some form of permanent co-operat 1om betwsen many organisations. '
They have even gone so far as to forget their oppesition to the
principle of & world Jewish organisation when they tried to get
consultative status with the United Wations. Three of these bodies,
outstanding opponents of the priwnciple of one world Jewish organisa-
tion, have created an ad hoc committee, preterding % be a world
organisation, since they couwld not hope for admission ctherwise.
With no desire to indulge in polemiecs, or to offend arnyone, may I
ask in all fairness of men like the Presideunt of the Americen
Jewish Committee and the Anglo-Jewish Associmtion, why it should

be permissible =nd fair for them tc egtablish themselves as parts

of an lunternational body for the sake of securing United Nations
recognition, and unfair to do it for the sake of serving the Jewish
pecple and discharging impertant duties to the Jewish people? The
whole discussion is really meaningless., The exigencies of Jewish
life have brought about practical recognition by everyone of the




existence of common Jewish problems and the need for trylng to

solve. them by common action. What our opponents still fear is
teking the last step: admitting the nesed for an efficlent inter-

national world organisation acting for these common 1nterestso

I am convinced that the time is not far off when they, too, will
have to teke this last step - Just as the so~called non-Zionlats

of the Jewish Agency c¢f yesterday have adopted the programme of the
Jewish State (1ate indeed, but not too late), so they will now
have to adopt, I hope 3gain not too late, the principle of a world
Jewish orgavisation. '

This does not mean Galuth Nationalismy it does not mean the exist-
ence of a political Jewigh nation in the Diaspora; it does not
mean, ceither, ary abolition cf the full autonomy of individual
Jew1sh communltlcs. The World Jewish Congress has never tried to
interfere with such sutcnomy. It 1s =n organisation of voluntary
affiliations, of autonomous Jewish communities and organisations,
freely joined in one world organisation to deal with common pro-
blems. It is obvious that ne internal Jewish problem, or political
oroblem of o Jewish community in any country of the world, is
within the jurisdiction of the World Jewish Congress. Tﬁeve is not
one crse in all the twel¥e years of 1ts existence whewre Congress
has made the slightest attempt to interfere with the internal
problems of any of its constituent Jewish communities -~ not to
speak of trying to lnterfere in the political UzobleJof Jewish
communities - their allegilance teo virclous pelidcal parties, and
so ohe. The World Jewish “ongress doecs not oven act internationally,
or with regard to various Governments, on behald of any wommunity
unless agked by that community —wo do 20. The Congress is an organ
of the Jewish people, and its parts; it acts when asksd by those
perts to 8o so. At the same time, rospect for the aubonomy and
identity of individual Jewish communitics and their crganﬁsatiOns
cannct go so far as to deny and destroy the pzlno'ple of common
action. If certain Jewish bedies refuse to join the Congress be-
cauwse they would lose their ideutity, and desgire to insiet on 2
form of co-operation in which every action heg first to he dis-
sugsed bJ all the co-operating bodies, every document svbmitted
has to be signed by mll these hodies, then the principle of common
actlon becomes ludicrous and impcssible, because such procedure
presumes that what i1s valid for one Jew1sh community rnmust be valid
for them all. If, for instance, the Board of Deputies of British
Jews (whom wo would be delightad to see amongst us) -~ I quote them
only as an example - were to insist on bejnp free to decide whether
or not to participate in & given acticn at every stage, and on
signing every document to be presented to Governmeuts or inter-
national bodiesg, then all the eixty Jewich orgawnisations represent -
ed in thisg Session would have to have the samne right, bscause there
cannot be special privileges. for privileged Jewrics. This, I feel,
would make all resl co-operation impossible, =nd invelvo the cre-
ation of machinery so cumbersome that no effﬁctjve work could ever
be done. The only way to effiwvient action is for us all to join




in one organisption, maiwntaining the identity of the natiomal
Jewish orgenisations within the jurisdiction of their national
activities, but at the same Lime regardiuvg them as parts of
the larger body for wintever mcetlown may neel 1o be taken on
zn international scmie. :

Here I want to smak quite frankiy. The time 1s past when
privileged Jewrles In Western m,‘rope or America could asrrogate
to themselves the right to intervens on behald of so-called
legg privileged communlties i’ﬂ Central or Hastern Europe,
North Africa, or ILsbin America - %o 2ct ne thelr "bene factors”.
The time when Brglid Jews, or certaln groups of American

Jews could elaim tc be =uthorised {by whom?) to amct as the
natural protoctors of the poor Hast Huropean Jews has passed
away these thivty or fordy wears, @&d the sooner tlese groups
recognise 1t the beiter.

Rumawian, Polish or othey Jewish communities maintain, rightly,
that they do not want o be "wnrotected” by suybody, but cén be
represented only by an' Grganlsation represeniing the whole
Jewish people, of which they are themselves constituent members.
If certain Jewish bodles prefer not to join 2 single organisa-
tion together with the rest of the Jewish world, it is matural-
ly their right to refrain; but the other fewish communities

are surely then em. tied to ask them, fi**mly and politely, not
to intervene on thelir behnl¥, wsud vot 0 play, unasked, the part
of stadlonim or unwanted ‘bemei’*‘m‘*tom, If they want to help

oth€r Jewl 8h communitiss, thely wust §0 1t on an edual footlng
with them as part of the same Orgal bm,mm © Tpecidentally, I

really do not know whidh, in the world of to-day, arc the
more, and whidh the le__,m, privileged dowish c ommrnities. T
would ot dare to gay which Jewish ¢ ommunities will need to

be defewled by the Jewish people 88 5 whole ten or twenty years
hence. Apd this refers to all Jewlsh communities in the
world, without any exceptions. The experience of the last
fifteen years should have teught we this lesson, even if the.
pride of some Fewlsh groups mey be hurt hy such a statement

of facte. Cur slogan cmu ovnily her mutw®l hely by all Jewish
comrunities, all egusl, all port of cne people, all.co-operating
in a common Orgaunlsational framework.

I do noet wamt in tils opening zddress 4o enter into any dig-
cusgion cof the concrebte progyramme sl detalled tasks which
awalt the World Jewilsh L:"}?ig)“t“m I am sure that this Session
will disocuss these matters fully, andt +that differences of opinion
will dewelop ~ especimlly with vegmrd t0 guestions of relief
am the conewete work of recounstruction. But I 2m sure that
everyone will magres that the World Jewish Congress must con-
centrate on two major problems: political work to safeguard
Jewl sh positicns anml seciwre the status of Jewlsh c ommunl i e
all over the world, especizlly in view of the grave dangers
which menfce us: apd secondly, culbtwal work. More than ever
te-day 1t 18 rnecessary to initiate and cocrdinate a programme



n? constructive activities, to rebuild Jewisch cultural institu~ .
tions, bring up Jewish boys 2aml girls in knowledgs «f amd
respect Tor the Jewish past, 2nd for the great treasures of

Jewl sh nistory 2nd cultural achievements. It is not only &
oroblem of rebuilding Jewish cultuwrel anl religious institutions
in Burope; there ds a similar problem iu Iatin America (which
is becoming more am more important as 2 centre of Jewlsh life
in+the Dlazsporn, and where the situation in this respect,
especinlly in the smaller countries, is very unsatisfactory).
It 18 a woblem far the larger Jewish commumnities in North Africa
arl the Nesr Hast, communities with great and proud Jewish tradi-
ticnsg which have to be peserved anl handsd dan to succeeding
generations . T™is problem is soimportant, #nd so diffiecult,
that 1t cannot be left to every community %o 26t on its own,
thowgh naturally the min contributicn will have %c be made by
the varicus conmaniides on the spot. ut especeially the sanaller
communl B es cannot well be left alone t0 cope with this task -
not mly financially, but salso spirituslly. What is no less
cesgerndial is to cowordinste the broad lines of activity in these
fields in the various countries, work out a common programme
inwiich all sections ad groups in Jewish life can cc-operate.
Different grouvps ard parties anl ¢ onmunl ties may held different
views =28 to the most esgentlal asnect of Jewishness or Julaism,
but there e aposalbility of working wut - common programme
which would cover them 2ll if we take intc account as cur basis
the totality of Jewligh c-lture in the pest, of which we must
stirive to lose no part, but to preserve awmdl dewlop far genera-
tions 12 come. -

In this world of great ideological canflicts, with the strong
appenly made by meny new movements to our Fouwgeg pecple, 1t is
more than ever essenitial tc strengthen theilr Jewl sh conselousness
- not only politically anmd sentimentally. but also culfurally

aul gplritenslly. We can do this by giving them a chance to

mow what  the Jewlsh people has created and achlieved iu its

Long biglory - by glving wmo=n’ 0 "~ .their Jewlsh consciousness.
It nhas always been our pride lno o be a Jew meant mud more
thun just havine sone vague senbtimewt about it:  that it meant

0 Imow, to learn, to sbtudy. Without Jewish lesrring ~ in all
its fTaorma -~ the Jewish people would have disintegrated long
gince. and perished fran the earth. And although facilities

for Jewish learning are to-day very diffarent from what they

were sme canturies =2go, we have sitlll to do everything we can

vo Inspirve our wople - and especially our yowng people - not
cnly with emobticons of pride aml devotion, buws also with kuowledge,
without vhidh those sentiments camot be firwly rooted.

Ag for the politienl work, after the tragic lessons of the last
pericd, the Jewish people mus$ begin to realise that the woblem
of its exwisternce is primarily apolitical one, o be handled by
politi cal methods. Relief is 2 great thing, and must be con-
tinued so long asg may be necessary, bub at its best it is omly
a sbgtitate. S0 long =28 Buropean Jewry is wt fully re-estab-
lighed, relief will continue a very essential Hask in the 1life
of the Jewish people. It shouldd therefore he democratised; it
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‘has beeome 2 matber for the whole wople, which must not only
provide the money, but must alsc decide on the lines of polley
governing its experditure. The Jewrles which still need
relief must themselves have a full say in the handling of the
fund 8. The notion of bsnefieinries 2wl benefactors which 1
mentioned in maother context, has to disappesr in the sphere of
relief too. It cannot bemonopoelised by cne group or @mother.
Tt has to become the responsibility of the largest part of the
people. It ms to be co-ordinated in its various aspects, =nd
has also o be partly dealt with by politicsl methoeds.  Much
more use of Government help will be mweded than in the past.

We are the vietims - the gimary victims -~ of Nazl aggression,
and the democeatic world owes us its help in repairing scme of
the demmage amd restaring Jewish 1ife. The whole dogmatic
distinection between relief woar k and political work has nc mean-
ing inthe clrecumstances of to-day. Inbervatiowsl organisaticuns
in the United Naticns are playlng their pert in this work. '
Negotiations with govermments have to be conluclbed, goverment
help has to be securcd, facilities have to be oftained. Who
can sy that 2ll this is purely relief work, and dces not invelve
political wark as well? :

But even after 211 this has been done, =nd Joewisgh relief
organised (as 1t must be), that =lone camot solve the problems
of the Jews in the Dl=spcora. Our fight £for survival is =
politieal fight. Tt 18 the fight of a people. It has to be
directed, co-ordinated amW crganised by politicsl methdd s, amd
the fear that some Jewish groups show of all politieal woark
really needs to be overcans cnee amd for all. It is perfectly
legitimate for the Jewish people as such t0 teke common action
in defence of 1ts main interests; no decent Gentile and ne
fair-minded Gover ment will misunierstand or resent it - nor have
they misunderstoad or resentsed 1t 1n a1l the history of the

twe Ive years' work of the World Jewish Ccongress, or the history
of the Commlittee of Jewish Delegations befare that. We have
no need to be aghmmed of arganising curselves pollti eally, =2s
long as there is a danger to our positicn =nd as loyg a8 anti-
Semitism am other kinds of disci imlination prewil in all parts
of the world. And just 28 the world has lenrned to0 admlire and:
honour the Jews in Palestine who have established thelr State
aml are fighting to maintein it, the world = large will respect
a Jewlsh people which is ready to fight for its positiocn wherever
they 1ive =2nd have a right tc live. Nothing has done moye harm
to our prestige, to our position in the world, than the weak
reacticn of the Jewish pecple tc the massive =zssault of Narism.
If not for the revival of Jewish conseicusness ¢nd the herole
achievements of modern Ticnism which have 1led to the establish-
ment of the State of Israel, Jewigsh prestige after the Hitler
dec2ds would have sunk to its lowest ebb. Scmething of the
splrit which hag brought about the establislment of the State
mugt now imbue the Jews of the Disspora 1un their fight for sur-
vival. So long a8 a pople 1s prepared tc fight for its fubure,
no enemy can destroy it. The marder of 2 people i8 nct
recorded inhistory. Whenever a pecple was destroyed, it was
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through its own fault - because it lost faith ad courage,
gave up the strggle in face of supericr forces; 1in fact,
comnitted sulcide.

" More Important than all our ¢rganisational arrangemeuts,

more important than all financial means, more important than
2ll politiecal action as suech, is the revival of the fighting
spirit of our people. We have gone through the greatest
tragedy in cwr history; we have come out weakened, hut not
broken. We hazyve mobilised owr resources am our will to livs,
armd realised the ideal of owr ancestors in ths establishment
of the State of Israel. It 19 on similar lines that we have
t0o proceecd, spiritusally, with regard to the Ilarge majority

of our yeople who for the time belng remain in the Diaspora.
After All, we gre one psople, with one spirit ard one policy.
If we are resolved fto secure am strengthen Jewlsh positions
wherever they are, not to yield cne of them, if we are ready
to fight together for ocur suwrvival, with all progressive and
decent elements in the world, then we sh2ll swgceed in normal-
ising cur own existence. That means Mmving the State of
Israel at the centre and a strong armd creative Jewish Diaspora
at the per iphery. In doing this, our generstion, which has
wi tnessed the greatest tragedy in Jewish 1ife, without being
able to prevent it, will also witness the laying of solid
foundations for 2 new and better future for the Jewish people
in a warld which, if full of dangers, is =also full of opportu-
nities.. :

In the long run the fate of a people is determined by itself.
That is why pecples aml nations exist. In the end 1t will
deperd on our Own determinamtion - both in Palestine amd in the
Diaspora - whether we are weakened and destroysd by the great
changes now in process or impending, or whether we are able to
use the opportunities they offer to beccme cne of the recog-
nised am respected peoples of the world - a people with =
secur e home, a life, 2o fubure - making its own digtinctive
contribution to the progress and future of humarity.

N. Go
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OPENING MEETING OF THE SECOND PLENARY ASSEMBLY OF

THE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS .

-

The Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress opened
in"a Testive atmosgphere in Monmtreux on Sundsy, June BMth. A-3.T5 p,m.
Dr.Stephen H.Wise, President of the World JSewish Congress declared
its first session opemned. On behalf of the Congress he expressed his
appreciation -of the meszage ' of good wighes recelved from Federal
Gouncellor M.Max Petitplerre, Chief of the Political Department of the
Swiss Confederation, w2 well as from the Head of the Canton de Vaud
in whose terrivory the Assembiy ig taking place.

The Pregident then read a message of good wishes from the
United Nations({Division of non~Governmental Ovganisations)al Tekc
Success and welcomed the presencd of Their Fxcellencies,the Minidters
in Switzerland of Cmechoglovakia, Hungary, Poland and Ywgoslavia, - .
the Charges d'Affolyes of Cupa, bhe Representavives of the Avstrian,
British and United’ States Minicters in Swituerland, as well as the ~
Conguls of Bolivia, Italy, the Netherlands, Guatemsls snd Wicarsgusa.
Loud cheering accompanied the refcrence to the Republic of Gudtemals
which was the gecond country e recognise the State of Isvacl,

A gtomm of applause greeted Dr.Wise's welcome to Mr.David Remeosz,
faraell Winister of Communicabions, representing the State of Israsl,
The Congresg rose Lo its feet to the strains of the Hatikvah, the
Jewlsh National Anthom.

The checring was renewed at the Teading of special messages
gerit to the Assembly by Mr.D.Ben~Guricn, the Prime Minister and
My M.Shertok, the Forsign Minister of %the Provisional Government of
Israel, .and by the two Chief Rabbis of Israel,

In their doint mesesre Ylu Jewish o Satesmen expressed the
hope that the Assembly would Dbe successful in its efforbs to uphold
Jewish honour and Jewish righbts wherever they may be in jeopardy.

he President of the Yorld Jewish Congroess also acknowledged,
with thanks, the presence through thelr reuresentatives, and interest



of a large number-of international orgenisationg, including the
International Refugee Organisation, UNESCO, the World Health
Organisation, bthe International Commithee of the Red Cross and the
Woxld Federatlon of Trade Unions. :

Dr.Stevhen Wise then greeted ag fraternal dele abés, the
Bepresentatives of the Boawd of Deputies of British Jews, the
Conseil Representatif des Juifs de France, the Mosaisks Foersamllngen
of Sweden and of the World Federation of Svpharﬂl Jews

The Pregident's opening remarks were followed by addresses of’
welgoome bykﬁ “tre Vogelsang, Mayor of Montreux, Dr. Georges Brungchvig,
President~of the Federation of Jewish Communities in Switzerland
and, by Dr.Jd.J.Bloch, Chairman of the Jswigh Community at Montreux—
Vevey.

)

Dr.S%ephen Wies took up the word again in an inaugural address,
the vrincipal contents of which were releaged to the Press earlier
to—day.

There followed a solemm religiocus sexvice to commemorate the

8,200,000 "rotime of Nagl barbarifty at which Rabbis Dr.Nurock,
Mémber of the Bxecutive - Commitvtee, and Dr.Kshane, Chief Rabbi of the
Poligh Army, officiabzsd. In hig address Dr.Nurock mourned the fach
that Jewish life iIn Furope had been shattered beyond repaitr and greatb
coftres of Jewigh learning wiped off the Tace of the sarth;
D Kahane stresged that dewpite the grestest calamity in their

igtory the Jewish people s8Lill lives.

The mein gpeech of the day was mede by Dr.Nshum Goldmann,
Pregident of the Execubive Committee.who gpolke on the present-day
position of world Jewry. A summary of the speech has been publighed
in & Press communiqué earlier during the day.

At the conclusion of the day's work the Assembly electad
members of the Credentials' Cofmittee following which the meeting
adjourned until Monday morning, vhea‘DLgA L,Kubowitzil, Becretary-—
General of the World Jewigh Coao?osag will pregent the Deport of
the Bxecutive. This will be followed by a genoral debate, scheduled
tc last three days.

Ca/B/RW/RE




PRESS COMMUNIQUE

TELEPHOMNE : MONTREUX 637 31

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS CONGRES JUIF MONDIA
. SECOND PLENARY ASSEMBLY : N ‘
DV‘!Jpr’ ubpn AP "D'}Tuﬂ "I Dhanpit

- S - N

CABLE : WORLDGRESS MONTREUX MONTREUX,

PALACE HOTEL

CRREN 19 TN VI RIS, Y

Nonday, June 28th 1948,

The second meeting of the Assgembly opened abt lo minutes past
1o o'clock., DR.NAHUM' GOLIMANN, Fresident of the Executive Committee
who was in the chair, called upon DUR,LBON KUBOVITZKL, Secrotary-General
of the World Jewish Congress, to present the Report of the Executive.

TR.KUBOWITZKI stressed that never in the history of the Jewilsh
people had there been an organisation of the scope of the World Jewish
Gongress. There was hardly a Jewish Cormunity-which was not linked with
the World Jewish Congress, one way or another. Not only the geographical
sgope bui also the scope of its tasks was unprecedented. With the
exception of purely religious affairs, there was hardly any problem
of general Jewieh intersst which would not be embraced by the activities
of tThe Worid Jewish Congress. Tn recent yoars events had been forcing
upon the World' Jewish Congress one task afiter another whether of
organisational, volitical, relief or of cultural character, Seidom,
too, has a Jewlish organisation gained a swifter recognition by the
people. Pormer opponenis. of intemational collaboration between Jewish
organigations had themselves been compelled to 1lifeless and bloodless
replicas of the World Jewish Corgress.

During the twelve years of 1ts existence the World Jewish
Congress had menaged %o 2dd %o 5te leaders men eminent in Jewish and
general affaird.

Meny Jewigh problems had recently become rather complicated
end involved and it was necessary to study them very carefully before
taking any actions, The main di¥ficulty was inherent in the fact
that its activities were dependent of the good~will of i1ts constituent
podies. There was no element of compulsion in its gongtitutiom. Whan
the Committee of Jewish Delegations was orecated after the last war -
‘there was a world order in existence which nations wished to preserve.
At the Gime of the first session of ‘the World Jewish Congress that
internstionsl order was on the verge of crumbling. It did crumble,
and who would make bold to say that it had been rebuilt since. As
far as bthe deféence of Jews was concerned the TLeague of Natiouns was .
more effective than the United Nations were to—day., Six million Jews
had been exterminated since then and no wonder that Jews despair
sometimes of the poagibilities of building a securs life in the
Diaspora,s ' o o ' ‘



A further point to remember was that since the end of World
War Two all Jewish activities were focused p the sstablishment of &
Jawigh 8tate in Palegtine.

Problems of Oxganisation

Phe Congress had 65 comstituent bodles in various countries.
There were only three communities in Burope which were not wholly
affiliated to the Congress. In the Western Hemisphefe there were only
a fow small grouns which were outside 1ts framework. .
There Wore no communities in Asia which would not be affiliafed to
the Congress or where Congress influence would not e felt. As %o
Lfrice, there wWere eight affiliated communities and affiliation had
been effected with regard to the Jewish community of Australia. There
were communities,however, where contacts had to be reconstructed or
expanded.

With rvegard to relief during the war there was no organised .
Jewiah body Whiech could olaim more effective work in this field., The
World Jewigh Congress was a decisive factor in saving many Jowish
sommunities in Burope. The Congress was in the forefront of the fight
againgt the conspiracy of silence which surrounded the non-dswish world
in regard to Hitler's massacres and in demanding steps egainst them.
Tt collected the Tacts of the exbermination campaign in Burope, winning
the support of governments, military authorities and the Red Cross;
it materislly contributed Lo coreating the International Refugee
Organisation; the Congress had also preparsd concrete programmes for
pelief and rescue and helped in bringing Nazl nurderers to justice.
Congress was instrumental in sasing the Alliles? finaneial and food
blookades to facilitate aid to civilian internees. The Congress pro-
vented the' deportation to Poland of Bulgarien Jews and helped to ~
regcue 190,000 Hungarisn Jews as well as a large number of Danish Jews.

The Jevish vight for reparations from Gerhany was recognised
thanks to the efforts of the World Jewish Congress; with the restoration
of the Cremieux Decrees in Alglers the babtle for the restitution of
Jewish equality has been won. The Congress was successtul in obtaining
recognition as a consultative body of ths United Nations and was
snstrumental in putting on the agenda of the Social and Eeonomio
Council the problem of the Jews in Arab countries; it had an honoured
place in the activities of UNESCO and was the only Jewich organisation
£o be represented in the Provisional International Council for
Béucabion.

The speaker rejected allegations made against Congress in
cerbain aquarters that it had failed during the war to mobilise
Jewish and non-Jewigh opinion for rescuework. The truth was that in
these spheres the Congress was very active and had even taken the
spitiative. At the time the Germans tried to prove that anti-Semitism
was rising in England and Americas, the Congress could not very well
play intc the hands of the Nazis by telling the world that Britain
opposed the Horthy vropusals because she was afraid it would De
necessary to open vhe gates of Palestine to Jews cscaping from Hungary.

-~




: Az the first speaker in the GENERAL DEBATE Capt.M;MIRSKI,
Poland recalled thal it ~was on Polish goil that the greatest massacre
of Jews had taken place: o emphagised the post-~war achievements in
the rehabilitation of Pclish Jewry and the full civie rights which
Jews bto-day enjoyed in democratic Poland ag in other countrles of
Bagtern Europe.

Capt.Mirski demanded a more realistic appreciation of con-
temporary antl—Semltism, which was no longer emoiional, bubt conscious
policy of total extermination of Jewry ~ a policy flrs£ formulated by
Nazi Germeny and now teken over by the heirs of Hitler's ideology.

Anti-Semitism went hand in hand with warmongering and unbridled
anti-Commtnist campaigns which, as retent history had shewn, always
terminated with attacks upon the Jews. The threat of anti-Semitism
gould clearly be discerned in those countries which withheld recognition

~of the State of Israocl and which contributed to the rebuilding of a

strong Germany.

The divigion of the world into two camps referred to earliex
by Dr, Golﬁmann was 1ot a geographical but a-spiritusl division; there
could be no Jewish neutrality on this issue. It was imperative that
Congress should join its efforts with all forces é¢verywhere working
for peace and security, including Jewish securlty, and the Soviet
Union must be counted among the forces for peace;

General applause greeted the statement that it was incumbent
on all Jewish communities throughout the world of whatever ideological
trends, to lend the fullest moral and other support to the nsw State
of Israel.

Mr.Mirski deprecated fthe sctivities of Jewlsh splinter groups
who wWere active outside Congress and who hindered its worki For the
well-being of Jewry it was esgential that Congress shoul@ be~built up
as the supreme representative forcec of Jewry ir the Diaspora.

The Jewish dolegation from Poland had come to Congress withoub
any ulterior motives, and its sole aspirabtion was to help build, in
conjunction with all democratic forces, a happy and seccure life for
Jews the world over and in the State of Israsl.

Mr.Dudwig Sticklor, Hungary, thanked the Congress for its great
efforts tc save the Jows 0F Hun: ”ry from destruction and spoke with-
appreciation of-the 01c of the Soviet Army in finally liberating
Hungary's Jewrye '

05/ 5/7 i




Az the first speaker in the GENERAL DEBATE Capt.M.MIRSKI,
Poland recalled that it™was on Polish goil that the greatest massacre
of Jews had baken place. o emphasised the post-war achievements in
the rehabilitation of Poliish Jewry and the full civie rights which
Jews to~day enjoyed in democratic Poland as in other countrles of
Bagtern Europe,

Capt.Mirski dem&nded a more realigtic appreciation of con-
temporary anti-Semitism, which was no longer emotional, but conscious
ﬁolicy of total extermination of Jewry — a policy first formulated by

azl Germany and now taken over by the heirs of Hitler's ideology.

banti-~Semitism went hand in hand with warmongering and unbridled
snti-Comriniat campsigns which, as rstent history had shewn, always
terminated with attacks upon th Jews. The threat of anti-Semitism
could clearly be dige erned in thoge countries whieh Withheld recognltlon
of the State of Israsl and which contributed to the rebuilding of = :
strong Germeny.

The lelSlon of the world into two camps referred to earlier
by Dr.Golémann wes not a geogrephical but a spiritual division; there
could be no Jewish uncutrality on this igsues It was imperative that
Congress ghould join its efforts with all forces syerywhere working
for peace and security, including Jewish security, and the Soviet
Union muet be counted among the forces for pesace,

General applause greeted ths statement that it was incumbent
on all’Jewish communities throughout the world of whatever ideoclogical
trends, to lend the fullest moral end other support t0 the new State
of Israel.

Mr.Mirski deprecated the activities of Jewish spliftter groups
who were active outside Congress and who hindered its work, For the
well-being of Jewry 1t was essentisl that Congress shoul® be~built up
a8 the supreme representative force of Jewry in the Diasporas

The Jewish dolegation from Poland had come to Congress withoud
any ulterior motives, end its scle aspiration was to help bduild, in o
conjunction with all democratic forces, a happy and secure life for
Jews the morld over and in the urate of Isracl.

. Mr.Tudwig Sticklor, Hungory, thanked the Congress for its great
efforts to save the Jows of Harory from destruction and spoke with-
appreciation of-the 071« .f the Soviet Azmy in finsally liberating
Hungary's Jewry.
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SECOND DAY

Afternoon Segsidn

The afterncon sesslon of the second day of-ihe. Assembly opend
at 4 o'clock with Dr.Nahum Goldmenn in the chair’ ‘

Mr. Israsl Cohen, fraternasl dslegate of the Board of Deputies. e
of British Jews presented greetings to thés Asgembly. He stressed the '
great traditions of the Boaxd of Deputies, recalled its 190 year old
history and objected against the view that none but the World Jewish
Congress had the right to plead the Jewish case with international
bhodies.

Dr.P,R.Bienenfeld on behalf of the Buropean Seccretariat of the
World Jewish Congress, refuted the charge levelled earlier that the
Worid Jewish Congress had adopbed an excessively neutral attitude, The
World Jewish Congress had succeeded, against stiff opposition, in
securing the adoption of new and the revislon of 014 clanses in the
Bill of Human Rights drafted by the United Nations. Dr.Bienenfeld
referred to Mr.Israel Cohen earliesr panegyric of the Board of Deputies
and récalled a conversation with Prof.S.Brodetsky, President of the
Board, in which the labter had saild that Britlsh Jewry would"never
agree to btaking 1lts place at thHe tall end of any international
organigation.” Bub there was no need for the Board of Deputilesg to be
g0 modest. It could come into Congress and take its place there right
up &t the front. In the interest of world Jewry it was essential that
a single great international Jewish organisation should speak in its
name »

Rabbl Max Kipshblum, U.S. delegate and Vice~president of the
American Misrachi in a widely applsuded spsech advocated that Congress
et down Lo the very bare esgentials of Jewlgh problems, leaving aside |
rrelevant REestern and Vestern bvloc politics., That was the best means i
of securing unity within world Jewry. Anti-Semites in their murderous
attacks on Jews never stopped to ask if the vietims belong to the
left or to the right, were devoutly religious or free-thinkers. Jewish
people in defending their rights should not make the mistake of




%20l ¢ themselves by ideocloglcal or other barriers. They must con~
certbrate thelr efforts in huilding up the great strong, effective Vorld
Jewish Congress they all desired.

They were anxious to link up with progressive forces everywhere
but spesaking for himself,Rabbl Kirshblum was not sure which were the
progresgive forces. He remembored Jewigh enthusiasm when he was in
Tondon in 1944 and the so~called reactionary Churchill government was
ousted by ILabour. A view could be taken that the Labhour government
really wasg progressive but as far as the Jews were concerned 1t
certainly was not. '

Mre.Rebecca Sieff British Delegate, gave a historical survey
of the foundation and activities of the British Seotion of World
Jewish Congress, In a roference to Capt,.Mirski's statement that Congress
‘had failed in its-duty by not pressing for an esarly ovening of the
Second Front, Mre,Bileff gaid it would have been dangerous for Congress

%Yo have intervened in such an issue although every member of Congress
realised how important the Bccond Front was. The speaker guoted an
interchange of correspondsnce between Soviet Ambasssdor Maiski and
My.Bagterman in December 1842 on the subject of saving the Jews from
desttuction; Congress had submittcd plans for the bombing of Nazi
jﬁggﬂchambeirﬁ Mrg,3ieff challenged Mr.Cohen on the attitude of the
Board.of Doputles and questioned the wisdom of the adjective "foreign"
in the Board's Foreign Affairs committec.

Mz, AyRaisky, French Delegate, addressed himself ' to the American
delegation and through that delegation to American Jewry, drawing
theiy attensvion to the perils confrpnting the Jewlsh people, VWar
hysterla and anti-Communist. hystoria were phepomens-whichi~-had led in
the past and might again lead in the futurc to mass exteormingtion of
the Jews. If any of our Jowish brothren participated in this form of
hysteria then they personally would be helping to undcrmine the
existence of the Jews in Israel end in the rest of the world and also
their own existence and civiec rights in the Unitced States. The gpesker P
called for the democratisabion of the policy and organisation of Congress,
which must embrace all tendencies in Jewigh life and become the fighting !
organ of a fighting people. :

Mr.3.Z.8nragal, the first dclegate of Israel- to take the
floor, affirmed .that Igracl and the Yishuv did not consider themsgelves
to be irn any way separated from the rest of the Jewish people which
wag one and indivisgible. Not for nothing had the Tishuv been the
firet to soend its best sons and daughters into action behind the
enemy lineg during the late war to help reseuo their fellow Jews from
the Nazi toils. Israel wag opposged to any ideology Which scught to
get up a dividing wall between Isracl and the children of Israsl.
With the vrcation of the State of Isracl there was a certain danger
that attempts would be made to detach Jewish communities in the -
Diegpora and thug establish a plurality of Jewigh splinter pecples.

. Thet danger must be foupght and overcome. The programme hefore Congress
was perfectly clear -~ to fight for Jewish rights fthe world over
jrrespective of whether they live in the Tast or Vest.Israel would
collaborate with all who were on its side and would oppose all who
were against it. Mr.Shragai urged that Congress should lead in fostewing
Jewish education the world over because Jevwigh life could not be- built
up on ignorance. Without Jewish learning there was no Jewish 1life,The
answer to the extermination of gix million Jews was for Jewish pcople
to have larger families, more children to take the place of the six
million who had been slain. He salled for the Torld Jewigh Congress to
set up 2 scientific department and a spceial fund to eucoursge larger
Jz=wiah Tamilies.




the

Community in Haifa urged the Uongres
agalnst the dangers of anti-Jewigh action
countries, contrary to international law.
dv.Ttzohak Gruenbaum, Israsli Minister for Home ~Lifairs stregsed

At the conclusion of the mesting DrnNahq@$Goid&éhﬁ read a
number of messages which have reachel the Lssembly in the course of
day. One from Rabbi Nigsim Ouhana, Chief Rebbi of the Sephardic

the links existing between the Jews in and in
Messages from the Maccabi Torid Union, the Alllisnce Israelite Univerm
selle and from De.lavid ryabo, Ohiel Babbi of Home, Were alfh Towl,

A telegram from

The following official list of Hembers oI the Presidium
of the Second Plenary Assembly was snnounced duving the meeting:

Repregenting the Executive:

Forx
Fox
Fox
For

oy
Por
Forvx
For

For

For
For

Fomr
Poy

Argentina:

Bragzil:

Prance: .

Germany (British Zone):
{U.5. Zone):

Great Britain:

Hungary:

Italy:

Tarael:

Polsnda:

Rumania:
U.8.A.

Switgerland
Seandinavia

8 to take all possible steps
threatened by Moslem

Isvael and in Diaspora,

Dr,Stephen S.7ise
Dy, Nahum Goldmann
Dr . Noah Barcu

My;Aron Schussheim

Dy Moges Hoff
Mr.I.Grinberg
Wr.Jogeph Rosensaflt
Mr.David Treger

Lady Reading
Mr.Ludwig Stosckler
Signor Raffael Captoni
Mr.Mayer Grabovsky

M. Zevil sl

Dy, Zamwel Kahane

Dr Aéclf Borman
Capt.Michal Mirekl
Mr,Berku Foldmann, M.P.
Rabhbi M.Kirshblum
Rahbi Morbton Bsrman
Judge Devinthal
Mr,i3had Folier

Mr . Marcug Cohn
Mr.Hillel Stlorch
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SECOND DAY

_TEvening Session

The evening meeting of-the Agsembly opened at 8.30 p.m. with
TR, WATM 2CLDMANN in the chair.

FPirst to speak was MR.I.GRINBERG, Vice~President of ths
"Oonseil Représentatif des Juifs de France"(CRIP), He said that CRIF
had decided to gend obssrvers to Montreux and was happy at the decision
to degsignate them as "fraternal delegates.” The choice of the Ternm
was happy as CRIF in fact linked all Jewish organisatlons without
regard o their views and the origin of their members.

: The chair was taken over by MR.ZERUBAWEL, Israel who asked
Mrx,Jogeph Rosensaft, representabive of the British Zone of Germany ,
0 take the floor. The chairman gaid it was appropriate that an
Teraeli representative should be presiding over a sitting addreéssed
by a representative of the Jews in the Digplaced Forsons camps,

MR, JOSTPI ROSENSAPT expreesed the thanks of the Jews in the
British Zone for efforis made by the World Jewish Congress on thelr
behalf. and aid specisl tribute to the btiretess efforts of Mr.N.Barou,
Mr.p .. Bogtorman and Mr.8.8, Silverman, M.P. He emphasiced that not
one Joewish D.P. in Germany wanted to remain there, Anti-Semitlem was
raising its ugly head in Germsny again. Since liberation Y2oo Jews
have left the British Zone of Germany for Israel. Recently a party
of 461 children left for Israel and every effort was made to make
their journey comfortable. The World Jewish Congress had played no
amall part in helping the Aliya of the 7200, and particularly that of
the children. '

TROR L NICO GINZBURG, President of the "Congeil des Asscciations
Juives" of Belgium said that the Jews were not at eage in countries
they resided in, In spite of the war in Palestine the Jews there were
among the happiest in the world. Thesy were able to build instead of,
always thinking of recongtruction.
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DR, ADOLEY BERMAN warned the Jewish world not to forget the
terror of the recent past. Jews were bound %o raise their youth in
the spirit of proud and coursgeous fighters.

He enumerated three tasks which, 1in view of the Polish ~
delegation, were of key importance Ffor the World Jewish Congress.,
They were: firstly, fight against anti-Senitism; secondly, the defence
of the State of Israecl to whom Jewry in the Diaspora must scrve as a
“hinterland. He reported in this connection that Polish Jews were iving
blood for the Hagsna bloodbank in Poland, He 8lso mentioned the rdle
played by Soviet Russia in the struggle for the establishment of the
Jewish State, Dr.Berman's third point wes that Jews ought te link up
with all progressive foreces of the world for the building of a better
human society. He was totally opposed to the policy of neutrality of the
World Jewish Congress proelaimed by Dr.Goldmann.

PR.ROBERT MARCUS, Director ' of the Political Department of
the World Jewish Congress Executive, reminded the Assembly of the grea$
needs of Jewish communities in the Moslem countries. Jews cught to
co-operate with progressive forees in their own countrics and this was
the case in the United States., The speaker attacked the policy which
failed to prosccute and conviet important was eriminals and Which had
resulted in a thoroughly unsatisfactory rrogress of denszification.

NR.DAVID TREGER; speaking on behalf of Jewish TP's in +the
Americen Zone of Germany, said all DP's considered themsclves to be, !
potentially, -~ . citizens of Israel. He thanked the Vorld Jewish Comgroess,
the Jewish Advisor to the American Army of Occupaticn and other Jewigh
bodies for their work on behalf of Jews in the American Zone.

IK.MOBHE SNFH, of the Israel delegation, did not believe that
there existed a contradiction of intersst betwsen the State of Israsl
end the Jews in exile. He stressed that there were dangers to the
soverelgnty - of tho State of Israel and %o the Jews in the rest of the
world. These dangers had to be faced by the whole Jewish people united
in their defensive determination. The world wag not divided into Tast
and tlest but into hundreds of millions of veece-loving people and &
small clique who exploited, suppressed and baited their Ffellow-men .

It wag clear on which sidge the Jews stood. There was no question that
British imverialism and the capitalizy,military and industriel cligues
in. Washington were bad for the Jews, While the Soviet Umnion stood

always firm as regards the establishment of the Jewish State, Tor the
first time in her history Poland had a regime that gave Jews complete
equality; in Rumanis the Jews for the first time enjoyed complete
gecurity. People's democracy was good for the Jews, It was no accident
that the Attlee-Bevin Government opposed the establishment of +the Jewish
State and at the same time tolerated the Mogley movement. The new’
Americen immigration law was, even in the opinion of non-farxists.,
inspired by Nazi ideology. These facts did not, of course, indicate the
taking up of an_attitude directed against the Briiish or American peoples
or against the West in general where strong forces worked for genuine
democracy. The Jewish people Were duty found to co-opersais with freedom
loving forces in all parts of the world,

C e

The chaiiuna. .. journcd the meeting until Tuesdav morpinz.
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Morning Sesgion

- The morning meeting of the Assermbly began at lo,lo a.m.wikh
Rabbi M.KIRSHBLUM in the ohgir. =

D¥,JONAS Kowmsgy (Argentina) continuing the General Debate / _
reported that thedbo,ococo Jews of Argentina had a strong posibfion. -
Thelr social devel opment wag marked by such intersting phenomena as
agricultural co-operatives, a Jewish hospital in Buenos Aires, an
anti-TB Assoc dation, an Agsociation for the protection of immigrants;
but there was no centrsl organigation of Jewish communities.

Bdu cation work was being carried out by dewish schoolg and a teacher
training centre for Hebrew and Yiddish-speaking teachers.

An encouraging aspect of Jewigh 1life in Argentina was the
elosing of the ranks between Zionists and non-Ziovnists following upon
te creation of the State of Israel. This year great fund~raising
campal gng with a target figure of 50 million pesos were launched to
help the State of Israel . Not fewer than 35 million pesos had been
collected within the first six weeks. The speaker mentioned an
incident of a woman being asked -if her dopation was the maximuim she
could afford, No -~ ghe replied - it was the minimum. She had given
herraximum in kind - her only son who had fallen fighting in the
ranks of the Haganah, This was greeted with loud applause.

Phe gpeaker turned to the question of ICA (Jewish Colonigation
Assoc iation) which he termed the most importart issue in the 1ife
of Argentine Jewry. Although that country's community owed deep
gratitude to ICA without which there would be no Jews in Argentina
the association had made many misgtakes, Jewish colonists had been
scattered far and wide and administrative mistakes had been commit ted .
Avgentine Jewry demanded a voice in the future manageme nt of ICA
and ,above allscalled for a re-examination of the whole ICA admini-
stration, Argentine Jewry demanded that the fund, created by Baren
Hirgsch, which had@ long since served its purpose, be now devoted to
. the building up of Israel ., The gpeaker mede a stroug plea t¢ Congress
to take the whole matter vy in &) mbgt® vigorous fashiom, '~



Chief Rabbi DR,MARCUS EHRENPREIS (Sweden) dealt w j4
question of Jewish culture in the Diaspora. It wag the g uty
World Jewish Congress to pay specianl attention to mainta in iy of tbe%
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vigovous Jewish cultural life to stimulate religious ing-g -
cultivate the Hebrew and Yiddish languages. y % -
DR.JOACHIM PRINZ, Chalrman of the administrative
of the American Jewish Congress declared that though the e
in America meracirg the democratic system, the fact that the ¢ :f'o?_.0
exisbed fullest freedom in the United States for fight ing g, e
forces was the most certain guaramtee that, ultimately, th & Wse
not triumph. The American delegation was hwwever conscioug oF Oalg
fact tlmt the exisgstence of anti~Semitism in Ameries Preventegq the
Amprican Jew from saying that he l1ived in complete Ssecurity, HaD.V
emphasized that it was the public, clear and often bitter g.; tfn.,
by American Jews of the Palestinepclicy of the United Stateg GOﬁéf"'rimenu
which ultimately lead to the recognition of the Jewish State .,
Replying to d elegates who had expressed alarm over American policies,
Dr. Prinz gtressed that when it came to criticizing the policies
of the American Government, people in the United States had g longer
experience than mogt countries. As for criticizing the policies of
othe r governments, they could do ab leagt as well ss anyone,

Wel"e Ce

Dr, Prinz stated that the overwhelming majority of American
~Jews had long passed out of the stage in which they regarded theip
responsibility to Jews elsewhere as simply that of playing the r8ie
of "a benevolent amd rich uncle” %o unfortunaie persons elsewhere,

ALBERT A.KAHN (U.S.A.) saw Ganger to democratic ins i tubions
in the fact that they were today being rapidly undermined by ginistep
influences and by war hysteria ., That accounted for the operationg
of-the notoriously pro-Pascist and am i-Semitic Committee on
Un-Ame rican Activities now given the stamp of official approval.
Anti-Semitic agencies in the U.S5.A., many of which co~ operated with
the Axis Powers during the war, were today functioning freely, It
was . a1 imperative function of A rican Jews and of the American. Jewin
Congress tc combat the present reactionary domestic policy of the -
United States Government, He paid tribute to Rabbi Stephen 8.Wise ag
one of the most beloved men in the entire United States ang urged
the World Jewish Congress to participate vigorously in the political
struggle carried on by progressive Amesrican forces.

DR,L.BENEDEK (Hungary) conveyed to the Congress greetihgs of
the Hungarian Jewry which regarded this Agsenbly 88 a Jewlgh Farl iament

in the diagpora,

PROF .JACQUES WATHAN (Bulgaria) who speke in the Russisan
language, attacked the thesis of Jewish neutrality in the Struggle
between tre two Dloes, In his view,»%le Jews'! problem was to be freed
from Ergl ish Imperialism., It was obligatory to fight Fascism in the
new forms in which it had reappeared in Britain, France, and Americs.
The speaker also referred to the rich Jewish culture developing in
Bulgaria and to the educationsl work ameng Jewigh youth.
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THIRD DAY

Morning Segsion

The morning meeting of the Assembly began at lo.lo a.m‘Wi‘Hh
- Rabbi M.KIRSHBLUM in the ohaqu '

DR.JONAS KOWINSKY (Argentina) continuing the General Debate 7
reported that the4bo,oco00 Jews of Argentina had a strong positionm,
Thelr social devel opment was marked by such :Lnterstlng phencmena as
agricultural co~operatives, a Jewigh hospital in Buenos 4ires, an
antl~-TB Assoc iation, an Agsociation for the protection of immigrants;
but there was no cen tral organisation of Jewigh communities.

Edu cation work was being carried out by Jewish schools and a teacher
training cerntre for Hebrew and Yiddish-speaking teachers.

An encouraging aspect of Jewish life in Argentina was the
elosing of the ranks between Zionists and non-Zicnists following upon
tre creation of the State of Israel. This year great fund-raising
campal gng with a target figure of 50 million pesos were launched to
help the 3State of Isracsl. Not fewer than 35 milliorn pesos had been
collected within the firtt six weeks. The gpaker mentioned an -
incident of a woman being asked-if her donation was the maxXimum she
could afford, No - she replied - it was the minimum, She had given
herragximum in kind - her only son who had fallen fighting in the
ranks of the Haganah, This was greeted with loud applanse.

The spesker turned to the question of ICA (Jewish Colonisation
Agsoc iation) which he termed the most important issue in the life
of Argentine Jewry., Although that country's community owed deepd
gratitade to ICA without which there would be po Jews in Argentina
the association had made many mistakes, Jewish colonists had been
scattered far and wide and administrative mistakes had been conmitted ,
Argentine Jewry demanded a voice in the future manageme ut of ICA
and ,above allrcaliled for a re-~cxamination of the whole ICA admini-~
stration. Argentire Jewry dananded that the fund, created by Baron
Hirsch, which had long since served its purpose, be now devoted fto
the bulldmg ap of lgrael, The spedker made a strong plea t0 Congress

to take the whole mtter n'p-in & mbett vigorous fashioms, o Y
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which ultimately lead to the recognition of the Jewis.

Replying to delegates who had expressed alarm over Amer. «lcles,
Dr. Prinz stressed that whepn it cam to criticizing the pu..cies

0f the American Government, people in the United States had a longer
experience than most countries. Ags for criticizing the policies of
othe r governments, they could do at leagt as well as anyone.

Lr, Prinz stated that the overwhelming majority of American
- Jews had long passed out of the stage in which they regarded their
responsibility to Jaws elsewhere as gimply that of playing the r8le
of "a benevolent amd rich uncle" to unfortunaie personsg elsewhare,

ATBERT A.KAHN (U.S.A.) saw danger to democratic ins titutions
in the fact that they were today being rapidly undermined by sinister
infivences and by war hysteria , That accounted for the operations
o0f-the notoriously pro-Fascist and amt i-Semitic Committee on
Un-Ame rican &ctivities now given the stamp of official spproval.
Anti-Semitic agencies in the U.S.A,, many of which co~ operated with
the Axig Powers during the war, were today functioning freely. 1T
was g1 Imperative function of Amc ricen Jews and of the American Jew]h
Congress to combat the present reactionary domestic policy of the
United States Government., He paid tribute %o Rabbi Stephen §.Wise as
one of the most beloved men in the entire United States and urged
the WoAd Jewish Congress to participate vigorously in the politiecal
struggle carried on by progregsive American forces.

_ DR,L.BENEDEK (Hungary) conveyed to the Congress greetings of
the Hungarian Jewry which regarded this Assevbly as a Jewich Parl iament
in the diaspora, .o

PROF,.JACQUES NATHAN (Bulgaris} who spoke in the Russiam
language, attacked the thesgis of Jewish neutrality in the struggle
between tls two blocs. In his view,»%tle Jews! proklem was to be freed
from Erngl ish Imperialism., It wag obligatory to fight Fascism in the
new fcorms in which it had reappeared in Britain, France, and America.
The speaker sliso referred to the rich Jewish culture developing in
Bulgaria and to the educational work among Jewigh youth.
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lsrael . 1ne gpe aker condemned those Who tried intemally to under~
mine the provisiorsl Govermnment of Israel. He warned tle Acsenb 1y
against the dsngers confronting the world and the Jewish people.
Unfo rtunately it was meeting under tle slmdow of a possible third
world war. They must save Jews as long as that was possible. They
had to learn from their bitter cxperience, Dr.Levenberg said he
regretted the futile discussion about orien tation. Dr.Smeh's spesech
had been one-sided; it did not give a full picture of the Jewish
situation. Did Dr.Sneh really suggest tmt they should appear as an
agency of Soviet propaganda?

At this stage, Dr.Levenberg was interrupted by an uprear on
the paru of some of the delegates which lasted for a quarter of ap
hour, with Jdelegates rising, demand ing to speak and shouting at

each othe v,

- When calm had been restored from the Chair, Dr.Levenberg
re-iterated that Dr.Sneh had given only ore side of the picture. Why
was Russian Jewry absent from this Assembly, he asked?

He apprecirted Soviet support for Israel and its stand
againgt ant i-Semitism, But why keep silent ab_ou.t-the absenc_:e.of
internal freedom in the life of some Eastern Jewigh communities? The
duty of the World Jewish Congress was to defend Jewlsh righbs, _

- wha tever the country in which these rights Were infringed.
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THIRD DAY

Afternoon Segglon

Ths afternoon meeting of the Assembly began at 3.50 p.m. With
TADY READING in the Chalr.

, DR.GHORG GUGCENHEIM (Switzerlend) was against taking sides
in the problem of East and West. Swiss Jewry, which had participated
in the World Jewigh Congress gince 1936 because of its stress on
defence of Jewish rights, would continue to take part in its work,

DR.V.WINTERSTEIN (Ozechoslovakia) stressed that completbe legal
equality exigted in Czechoslovakia in accordance with the traditions
0F humenity embodied in the ideas of Pregidents Masaryk, Benes and
Gottwald; that was not tactics but positive attitude to the Jewish
question. He recalled the varticipation of the Slovak Jews in
rosicbance work and in gaving Jewish lives during the war. Slovak

~ Jews were also responsible for taking the Auschwitz protocols abroad.

DR.MAURTCE L.PERLZVEIG (Canada) paid tribube to the work
done by twe Canadian statesmen, bat for which there might not have
been a Jewish State in Palestine to-day, Tt wag now an cpen sccret
that the most consistent advocate of the solution which was adopted
by the majority in the UN Specigl Commission on Palestine was
Mr.Justice Rand of Ottawa. The work of that great jurist had made
possible the production of the report which chenged Jewish higtory.
Tt wes the Canadian representative Mr.lLester Pearson who succeeded in
. performing the miracle of bringing the US and the USSR together in
support of a single act of policy of Jjustice, Mr,Pearson morse than
any other single individual was responsible for the Tesplution of the
UN° which anthorised the establishment of the Jewish State. :

The eponker warneld Congress against the danger of lapsing
into & moral isolationisn. Words had been spoken which suggested thet
there was a kindg of perpetual war between the Jewish people and the
non-Jéwigh world. That was not true. Jews were not alone~in the
world; meny thousands of Jews had been saved by non-Jews. The speakeT
shared the disappointment and bitterness of many delegates who
expected more from democratic governméntsput he had stood very closs




to events and realised to the full that military necessities had
played their part in depriving the Jews of the help to which they were
entitled. The Jows now entered a period of great danger, having to
fight and being attacked on two fronts. The aggressorg in Palestine
were for the mosgt part the same forces who had sided with the Nazig in
the last war. There was thé threat to Jewry of & resurgence of s
great and powerful Germany, Which remained the hope of anti-Semitic
and reactionary forces throughout the world. These would be defedted
because Jewry was determined to fight and was not fighting alone.

The World Jewish Congrese, in spité of the tragic differences
which thresaten the security of civilization, would continue to make
ite modest contribution to the effort to bring East and West together
in the service of a common ideal of peace and justice for all.

DR.A.TARTAKOVER (Israel) brought to the Congress greetings of

“the Hebrew University which was contributing to the struggle for

Jowish froedom &and sovereignty. He would be mistaken who thought

tht the Yishuv, despite its great worries~had now displayed less
interest in Jewigh affairs in the diaspora, The Jewsg of Palestine did
not consider themselves as a geparate nation but were part of one people
which included the Jews of the diaspora. The speaker warned of the
dangerous political and economic situation of the 8oo,000~Y00,000 Jews
in Arab lands. Congress should not adjourn withoul addressing a message
to them and should not rest until they were sgafe.

MR,S.FISZGRUND (Poland) as leader of $the Jewish Scocialist
Workers! Party "Bund"™ explained the reasong which had led the "Bund" to
change its formerly negative attitude to the World Jewish Congress. The
proclamation of the Jewish State and the aggression to which 1t had
been exposed requived the help of all parties of the Jewish people in
order to assure its existence. The strengthening of the national and
social pogition of the Jews in all parts of the world was possible
only through a collaboration of all progressive and nationaliy-creative
forces of Jewry. He urged the Congress to protest sharply against the
continuation of %the camp systewr. in Germany.

RABBI TR.E.LEMIE (Brazil) spoke in the neme of Sephardic and
Ashkenzi Jews of Brazil, requesting the Congrese to meet their
cultural requirementss

DR, I.SCHWARZBART (U.S.A.), Diréctor of the Organisation
Department of the World Jewigh Congr 3s, sald that the Congress was
pased on democratic principles because of the essentially democratic
form of election and work of its constituent bodies,Its main problem
was whebther to be an organisation or a movement. The speaker postulated
that it should become a movement if two conditions were met viz.
achicvement of proper disemination of information concerning its
antivitiss and exbtensi” ¢ Introduction of youth into its activities, -
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BENJAMIN . WEST (Israel) expressed the satisfoction of the
Isracli delsgation at the positive attitude taken in regard to
Tsraecl by aclegates representing both trends at the gesgion and
by the World Jewilsh Congress as a whole., He told the sagsion about
the battle to preserve the frontiers and integrity of the Jewish
‘tate. He said it was a war of few against many but the few were
victorious., Pruitful co-opsratiom between Isracl and the Jews of the
diaspors was a cerbalnty for there could be no Jewish people
without Israel, and no Terael Without the Jewish people.

MR.SAM SEGAL (France) believed that the World Jewish Congress
ought to continue the Zionist work of the Jewish Agency in the
diagpora now that Tsrael had been esbtablisghed. He alsgo thought
that nothing positive would be gained by mere hints - as Dr,8neh
gid the day before ~ regarding alliance with progressive forces..

PR.MARCUS COHN (Switzerlend) referred to the collaboration
hetween the Union of Jewish Sommunities in Switzerlond with She
Gepneva OFffice of the World Jewish Congress under the leadership of
Dr,G.W.Risgnoer. He was certain these aloge contacts would continue

in future.

TR.S.PEDERBUSH (U.S.A.) said the activities of the Vorld

Jewish Congress should, to a large extent, be devoted To the work

of reconstruction. He thought that people who did not believe in
sapitalism could still be good, religious Jews, There were three
Jeshivot in the USSR but in Poland under the P.P.S5, 1ittle was heard
about Jewish problems. There Was a neow positive. attitude to Jewish  °
gquestions among the progressive force of Jewry. Ho did not understand,
however, Dr.Sneh's advice “bo ldentify Congress with a certain bploc.

ot kst e Bl ot e S P e it

Evenling Session

The evening meeting of the Assembly began at 9.30 p.m. Wit
CAPT .M.MIRSKI in the Chair. -

J.TENENRAUM {(U.S.A.) after paying a glowing tribute te the
cultural heritage of vanished Polish Jewry, uttered a warning aboub
the German peril which had by no means receded. Germany had remained
the classical land of biological and pathological mase murder and
anti-Semitism. Jewry must be present at the forthcoming Peace
Conference with Germany. Any Peace Troaty concluded with Getmany
over the heads and ot the expense of Jewry would be immoral, invalid
and pregnant with future catastrophes.

DR.J.MACHOVER (Augtralia) gave & picture of Jewish 1life on
that continent. Australia's 40,000 Jews were solidly united and
organised in the central Council of Australlan Jevry. Fer capita
they had made a greaber financial contribubion to Jewish funds then
sny other Jewigh community outside the Tishuv. Proemier Dr.Evatt had on
many occasgiong shewn his own and the Australian TLabour Government’ s
friendship tc the Jews,
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MM GEBRSTENFTILD (Prench Zone in Germany) pleaded the case of
the ¢oo Jews in that Fone, who, though few in number, were confronted
with the same problems as all other DP'g, He felt that the Jewish
Displaced Persons in the MFreonch Zones had rather been overlooked by
Congress and the Jewish relisef organigations,

"MR,SHAD POLIER (U.S,A,), Vice~prégsident of the Americen Jewish
Congress, speaking for the USA delegation, challenged as distorted and
srrencous the view of American anti-Semitism pictured by delegate
Mirski of Poland and others. He hailed the American constitution as
a ghield and sword against discriminsticn. He declared that American
Jewry regarded their destiny and that of their country's as one and
believed it vital to the future of world democcracy. The American credo,
Mr.Polier stated, was to fight for full equality for all pecple in
America, to secure the fullest recognition and development of Isgracl,
to vitalize Jewish culture throuvughout the world and to aid their
brothers in all lands in the struggle for a free, full and dignified
1ife, The Ucrld Jewigh Congress should not attempt to debermine for the
Jews of any land how they should fulfil their vole in the common
Jewish struggle. ‘

. PROP.WILLIAM HABERR, Adviser on Jewish Affairs to the
U.8. Military Government in Germeny, after being introduced to the
Aggsembly by Dr.Stephen S.Vise amid loud apnlause, addresscd the delegates
briefly, promising to make a fuller statement labter. He gaid Vorid
Jewish Uongress could not dedicate itself to a more imperative or more
sacred cause than to move heaven and earth teo gel people out of the
camps of Germany, Austria and Italy. The Jews of these camps would
prove first-rate candidates for Israsli citizenship or that of any
country that would receive them. They were leoking forward impatiently,
gometlmes too impetiently, for the day of thelr departure from the
camps Wwhich have been thelr temporary home for three years. Not only for
thelr sake bul for the sakc of Jewry in all lands, they had to be got
out ~ and it would be impossible to exaggerate the urgency of this
task. Their presence there waé the fountain of poigon throughout the
world of anti~Semitism to-day, ané the greatest contrivution Congress
could make to its programme of combating it was to give Jewigh men
and wemen in the cammg a chance to start life anew without further
delay.

Dr.Haber paid tribvute %o the American Army and the American
Government which had made it posgible for the DP's to - live in some
gense of security sinece thely terrible wartime ordeal.

MR.DAVID COHEN (TIndia) surveyed the hisiory of the Jewigh
community which had first settled in India after the sgecond destruction
of the Temple and described the Jewish and general giruggle against
poverty, slum-life, famine and intolerance. He was honeful that these
afflictions would be overcome. The speaker expressed confidence that
the State of Israel would aveid discrimination in eny form against the
Arab populace.

NR. ISAAX ABRAMOVICH (Argentine) corrected a report on
Dr,Kowingky's speech which appearcd in Press Communique No.8, Contrary
to impression given there, Argontine Jevry wes, in fact, unified In a
strong central organisation -~ the Dolegation of Agsocialions of
Argentine Jowry (DAIA)




WR.MARC JARBLUM (France) saild all Jews ghould econgider
themeelves part of the Hoganah. The recovery of Germany may CaIry
now dangors for the Jews. Cerman Social-Democrabs could regain Our
sonfidence only by answering & good number of quegtions connected with
the Jewigh problem, including the questlon of denazification.

The speaker said Bevin and The Arab League WeTe preventing
Frange from reccgnising Israel, but yecognition would come inevitably-.
He praised the stand which Prance took on the "Exodus™ affair.

MR .HFENRI ADAM (Frence) devoted the major part of his address
to refuting the arguments of Mr.S.TLevenberg (Great Britain). World
Jewry and 1ts Congress Wereo bound to judge events and trends by the
oriterion of pood and evil from the Jewigh standpoints Bevin was
respensible for the logs of thousands of Jewish lives. That was bvad for
Jews snd therefore a bad thing. Vas Congress not to draw any distincltion
between those who were the friends of Jewry and those who werce hogtile

to it?

TR.7.OAHANE (Tsrasl) expressed his surprige at the tenor of
the debates At other Jewish gatherings in the past, speakers had
always cone forward with grisevances. Here all delegates were vying
with each other to describe the happy conditions in their respcctive
countries. He was uneasy sbout the future of Jewry. e wag uneady
" ahout Congress,which Vas pafsing 0VET sitalilsstes: in silende. It was
the speaker's profound conviection that only if it linked itself up
with the dynamism of Israel, would Congress itself become a Truly
dynamic and effective movement.

TR, SEMTOR SECUERRA (Portugal) wound up the evening session
with a2 detailed acgount of the 1life of the Jewisgh community 1in Portugal.
The speaker was happy to report thatb Portuguese Jewry enjoyed the
eyllest freedom.

e o —— —

Wote o Blitors:

< s 7garned that the Special Palestine Segsion will take
place on Thursdey, July lst, at 8.3e-p.m.

Tne Press Department ha& been asked fo rectify the list of -
Members of the Presidium of the Assembly for Rumanisa (see Communique No.68)
The Members fox Rumania are: :

WR.BERYKU FELDMANN, M.P. and
MR.MISU BENVENISTI

T4+ has algo been sanounced that Mr.Harold Frénkel (T7.S.A.)
has replaced Judge T..Levinthal as member of the Presidium.




The Press Department regrets that an inaccuracy has occured
in reporting the speech made by Pr.L.Benedek during the morning Session
on June 29th (Communique No.8). The relevant account should resd:

Dr,I.BENEDEK (Hungary) conveyed to the Congress greetinpgs of
- the Hungarian Jewry which regarded this Assembly as a Jewlsh Parliament
in the diaspora, They wished to tell this Parlisment that, in peoplest:
democracies in the Bast and South-east of Zurope the Jewish problem
has, to a large extent,-Dbeen. solved.,.
and wore given fuli buman rignte.

Jews. theme .were engoyimg Boourity




PRESS COMMUNIQUE

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL

EMBLY
DY RN pTrT™ SECOND PLENARY ASSEM WY TN DIMPR

N e S ST T . L e

MONTREUX,
PALACE HOTEL

CABLE : WORLDGRESS MONTREUX
TELEPHCONE : MONTREUX & 37 31

COMIMUNIQUE NO,10 3o0th June,h 1948,

IMOURTH DAY

Morning Session

; The morning sescion of the Assembly began at lo,20 a.m. with
MR.L.SCHUSSHEIM (Argentina) in the Chair,

MR.IIORBERT "WOLILBEIM, chairman of the Credentiels'Committes
gtated that, in all, 79 affiliated bodies were cntitled to send
delegates. Fifty-one organisations totk advantage of this right and
sent nominations on time. At the Second Plenary Assembly 32 countries
were represented by 168 voting de’egates.

~ The Credentlals' Committee which sat under the chairmanship
of Mr.Wolileim (British Zone-femmsany) was composed of the Tollowing

members:
Norman M.Jacobs (Great Britain)
Dr.T.Kahano : {(Israel)
J.Lazcbnik (Poland)
Shad Polier (U.8.A.)
Dr.H.Swarsensky (Argentina)
Dr,A.Vajs (Yugoslavia)
TR.RAFRAET® 7 (7ol (Iﬁaly), President of the Union of Jewigh

communities in Italy, referred to anti-Semitism existing in Italy and
said that it was disseminated by the Itslian Social Party which had
FPascigt tendencies. It was necegsary to fight against this anti-Semitism
and it was only the Congrcess who could give instructions to Jews in
order to assure their defence.
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RARBT MORTON M,BERMAN (USA) seid there wag need for planning
on the widest scale in the field cof Jewish culture, for guidance to help
communities to develop their specific programmes, for building of schools
and synagogues and for the Training of Rabbis, teachers and communal
workers. There was algo the urgent necessity for providing plent for
printing books and for the establishment of-librarics, There must be
encouragement of Jewish writcrs and artisgis.

PROFESSOR E,TOLE (Sweden) conveyed bo the Congress the good
wishes of the Jowish community in 3tockhoim No Jewish crganisation
or community could ciaim it had dene all that was in 1ts power to
gave the Jews from The @atastrophyg The Jewigh community of Stockholm
was no excoption to this wules Various reports, many of them false,
concerning the activities of his community ... had been spread
in the USA. Nearly all Danish Jews, about 8,c00 in numper, wWere
suocessfully rescued by transfor to Swedoen. Thanks to the actions of
My.Storch and Mr.Masur and latel through the intervention of Count
Bernadotte betweon 9,000 and Lo,oco Jows £rom the concentration camps
wers saved and came o Sweden. The Jowish congro ations of Steekhdlm,
Goeteborg and Malmoe had made groab efforte bto aid those refugees, the
total cost of the Swedish Jewish wrelief action being appro imately
7.5 million Swoedigh crowns. Swedish Jowry was algo making a greatb
cffort to suppozrt Haganah wnd emong othcr Things ambulances had been
gent from Swedon o Israsl,

RABBT DR.CVADIA KAMHI (Frence), Rabbi of the Sephardie
Community in Paris took the flcor ag a I'rench delegele and on behalf
of the Wworld Union of Sephardic Communities. He said t.3% Congross
hal bto choosc hotween two alibernabives: Accepiance of the diaspora as
o nistoric neceseity cx acceptance of the principle of our forefathers
that Jews resided in dlagporn bemporarily and that the day of re-
agsembly into Isracl would come. 4 cholce had <o be made. Dr.Goldmann
had spoken about two groups of Jowry - gitizens of Isracel and Jews
of disspora —~ but he failod to tell us whether he accepbed The diaspors
a8 permanent or ag tomporoiy. -

MR.S.8LOMOVIGE (U.S.%ne-Cermany) said many things wero dono
by tho Lorid Jowish Congress bub many mowe wers loft undone. In all
i%s activitics Congross must remembor that stabilising diaspora Was
more oftcn than not a futile Jjob.

MR.7Z.SHRAGAT (. .." wighed to correct a misunderstanding
which had arisen in an es.iier speech .7 hls. Ho had the highegt

regard for the prescnt Faligh Bovernment and had roccived from one

of itg leading ministors an official apsurance that the Polish
suthorities would place no obstacle in the way of Poligh Jows desirous
of emigrating to Izraei. The spenker repeabted his appeal to & certain
covntry which had loent inveluable support o Israel and to the Jewigh
?Gople as o whole, %o follow un ite action in cpening the gates of

srael by oponing ihte owl gotos To allow its Jowish citlzons to go to
Isracl if they o wishoid. :
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MR,S,TEIBOVICTI (Rumsnia) drew the attention of the delogates
to the fact thet to-day wos the seventh anniversary of the horrible
pogrom in Jassy where 12,000 Jews logt their lives, The Assembly stood
in gilence Tor a minute to commemorate the martyrs of Jassy. He then
£01d the Assembly that he was informed by telegram that 26 of the
murderers of Jassy head jugt now been scntenced to hard labour for
1ifs and 25 others to 25 years of hard labour each. He finally
exgressed his appreciation of the part played by the Soviet people
and the workers' parties in saving Rumanisn Jewry.

WMR.VIGTOR MITRANI (¥exico) belleved that with the establighment
of Israel, anti-Semitism might abate but warned that it was well
orgonised on the American Gontinent. The organisation of the Congress
ought to Po strengthened with a view to fight anti-Scmitism.

JR.G,GYRINSEY (Shonfhei) saie thore vore vell cstoblished and
influentiol cormittccs in China oo help Tetacl. The Conrrese ought to

coneentrato on helrins the Zionist consc.The Chinese vere opposing 2ll

white people but it vas only ofter the Japanese invasion that o movement
apecificnlly Cirected against the Jovs Wi gtarted. . :

TR.LAPIDUS [Sweden Yoid the reseue activities of the Swedlsh
Seotion of the vorld Jewish Conpress vere truly zenarkoble, He pald
rribute to the Kinpg of Sweden for his gracious help porticularly in
connection with the rescue of Hungariaon Jewry and Herr Raoul Wallenberg,
the Swedligh diplonat who went on a humanitarisn mission to save Jews
and had never been seen again. The name of thig great Swede would be
for ever inscribed in the annale Of Jewigh historye.

TR.7Z.STRAUCH (Austria), Chairmen of the Central Committee of
Jews in hustrio (Americen Zone) said that it was the duty of Congress
to consider the D.P. problem in all its aspects and try to find en

immediate solution.

DR.PAUT RIEZRENTELD (Grest Britain) speaking as fraternal
delegate of the Board of Deputles of British Jews said that Jewries
with old tradition in Foreign Affairs, like the Board of Deputies
would only congicer joining Gongress if they could see political
advantages for the Jewigh people in this and if they saw that there
existed an crderly organizational structure.

The impression existed that Gongress stoocd for the ides of
an international Jewish people with a strong central cabinet far from
influence of Jewish public pressurs. There could be only one government
in Israel, tho government of the State of Israel. Congress had to
soncontrate on such tasks which othexr Jewlsh bodies were neither
authorized nor eguipped to fulfil.

DR.D.SCHAPIRA (Austria), MR,HERZL CGESANG {Argenting) and
MR. N.WOLLHEIM (British Zone-Germomy) also spoke.

0lo/®/FW/RE
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FOURTH DAY

Afternoon Sesgion

Phe afternoon session of the fourth day of the
Asgembly opened at 3.20 p.m. with DR. NAHUM GO LDMANN in chaiv,

DR. H.B, PABIAN, Jewisgh Comnunity Berlin, brought
grestings from the Soviet Zoue of Germaly. Of the former flourish-
ing Jewish community in Berlin, only 8,000 survivors were left who,
for administrative reasons, were orgauised itun a body apart bui had
the most harmonious relations with the Jewish D.P.,s. The Jewish
community of Berlin d&id unot feol thet Germany was & place wiere
Jows could romain permanently settled. _

o

MRS, L., SIMKOVA, (Ozechoslovakia) said, Congress nad
not slways met the expectations and aspirations of Jewry in the
past, In the opinion of those Jews who had been under Geyman occu~
pation, its rescue work during the war had boen inadeyuate.

MR. R. GRINBERG (France), pointed out that the
Preach delegation was composed of two distinct groups. The speaker
was heappy that Jewish Communists, who two years ago wore opprssd
to Israesl, were today its wrdelw supporters, He woundered, however,
if in the unhayppy evem of a change of policy towards Israel by
thd Soviebt Union - aud he recalled the Americtn volte-face of =&
few months ago - the Jewish Communists might uot change Ttheir line.
This evoked vigorous probests from part of the French delegatiol.

MR, 7. LAZEBNIK (Polanl), offirmed that Polish
Jowry wiskod to cooperate with American Jewry. The netional cata-
strophe had strengthened the natlcndal consciousuess of all Jews
and mede them keenly aware of thelr common fate. Hvery roinfaroe-
ment of the Jewish positions in America amd every pr ogress in the
roconstruction of the Jewl sh comnunity in coubemporary danocratic
Polsnd contributed to the weal of Isresel. Thers wii no justifica-
tion for Dr. Kubowitzki's pesst. em over the future of Jews in the
diaspora as far as Poland Was coacerasd, wioence anti-Semitism had
beon banished. But the Congress should xvevise its mothods. Diplo-
matic intervention should be replaced by mazs movanents, organised
by Congress poople among bhe rank-and-file of the Jewish people.
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LEON TAPACO (Argentina) felt the debate strengthened the
Gongress which was becomming a central organisation of the whole
Jowish 1ife in the diaspora.

In the sscond part of tie meeting the chair was baken over
by Dr. Ay BERMAN {Poland}).

Chief Rabbi Dr. MOSES ROSEN (Roumania) sgid that in Roumenis
whore Jows enjoyed all civie rights they werse also fres Lo live
5 full Jewish life and were taking advantage of that opsortunitye
Whore formerly Synagogues had besn burnt down =~ &8 W&S abill
happening in othor countries whore antisanitism was raglng and
whoro such evenbts woro .passed over in gilencs = NEW SyhagOgids,
Palmud Torahs and Yoghivot wore now rising upe The I's Was a 1ow
Ropbinical Sominary, and traditional Jewish life a ng learning
wers flourishing. Whoroas fornme rly asgimilationists had charge
of Jewish 1ife, today theIe was s might y resurgencs of Jowish
consciousness throughout Rouwnonia.

| Yr., B. TEICHHOLZ (Austria) exprossed his thanks to Lady
' Rending Lor hel iptorvention on pehalf of D.Ps with Gereral
Tebedenko, COmmaiiGer of the Soviet Army. He also expressed his
. appreciation of the hoelp given 1o Jowish D.Ps by the U.S. Army,
‘ the Sovieb Army and the Aughrian Governmaib. '

Mr. HIRSCH STRASCEEFPSKY (Pinland) considwed b o nis base
that every gelegation should nave sugg the pralses of ibts oWl
particular Government. Antisemitism in various hues existed
in all &iaspora dount ries and would only disappesar Whol the Jaws
ot the diagpora threw in their lot with Taroel. Flnland nad ssntb
ralatively mors volunteers 1o Tstasl then any other Jewish
community. Forty parcent of Piauish Jowry's morhood-behwesan 17
and 40 years of age had joined the Hagnabo

. ¥

M. A.T.EASTERMAN (Great Britain), Political Becrotary of .
the World Jewish Congress, geid in his recent extensive travels M
among the Jewish communitios of Bastern Furope, he had found
Jews in tho midst of a rgyolutionary process which had affacted
their Tradit ional way of 1ife and thelr soonomic and social
conditions. They were in the progess of Telng veconditioned %o
a system which subordinated privato interest To public snterpriac
He cowld not say thad this transformatbion wad cauged undiluted
happiness to every Taw living undor The new aconomic system in
Pastern Burope. Thore Was olo happincses vhich wag, howevel,
wanitigated. For the first time in nondreds of years of misery,
wumiliation, oppression and tragedy, the Jows of Wagtern Zurope
had becu freed from the enbisemitic poilson gorm which had
sorroded tho Jewish peoplo for twenty centuries. They no longsr
! foared tho dread of ths catiganitic torrorists of the pa.lace, |
o the parliament and the market places Ths sport ol Jew-haiting

wag no loagar & notionsl and natural oastime 1a the Bostb. This
wos a measure of truae democracy which the democraciecs of the
world had to emnlate if they were 1o jus tify theix claim to Dbe
truly demcorabic. In this porticular selisc, the Jowish
compunitias of the East wers morc froe then most obher Jouried
in other porits of the worid., They werc moro free thin the Jows

0f Creat Britoin whero the Pageist, antisemitic, raoc tlonary




gangs of Mosley were at this moment legally permitted 0
propagate antisemitism. A democratic British Government, a
Tabour Government, had not yet accepted the principle that
1icence must not be confused with liberty to destroy iiberty.
Veither were things going well in the U.S.A., where every great
American Jewigh orgenisation was obliged 10 spend ‘a lot of
energy and millions of dollars on combating antisemitism. A
potentially dengerous situstion existed for the 600,000 Jews in
Tatin America end for the 100,000 in South Africa.

mhe Jews were entitled to the fund amental human right of
enjoying freedom from fear. But that was not all. They had the
right to pursue thelr own way of life as dJews. :

mhe speaker expressed hig gratitude to the Soviet Unicn
end the Tast Furopean countries for thelr contribution to the
achievement of the independence of Isruel and expressed hig hope
that these countries would continue 10 gupport Jewish freedom
by according to their Jewlisgh citigens the right of free emigration.

Mr. HILLEL STORCH (Sweden) said it was often difficult to
distinguish between relief and polities. He guctied the raising
of the 20 million dollar fund which the Swedish Goverment put
5t the disposal of the refugees and the saving of 4,000 women
from the Ravensbruck concentraticon camp, as border casesg where
aid snd politics merged.

Other facts quoted by the speaker in support of his thesils
were the receipt by Dr. Reigner in Geneva of the list of Jews
in concentration camps and the provision of protective passes
to the Jews in Hungary. Using relatively small means the Worlid
Jewlish Congress had Torced much richer organisations 1o gpend
lerge sums on Jewish relief.

Dr. DAVID PETEGORSKY (U.S.A.) Executive Director Americen
Jewish Congress, said that although the Americen Jewish community
was the greatest in the world, it did not claim greater
privileges then the amaliegt community here repregented. But the
size of American Jewry imposed on them far greater responsibilities
than on any cther section of the Jewish people. The rnost
important task the Congress foced was to achieve the unity of the
Jewigh people. Thig was far from easy as even within American
Jewry that objective had not heen achieved. He warned delegates
against doing anything which would make i1t more difficult to
unite American Jewry end to bring & united Americen Jewry into
the World Jewish Congress. The Americen Jewlsh Congress also
felt & tremendous responsibility because of the vast influence
of the United States in world affairs which ceme intc the
picture in virtually every international agency which dealt with
Jewish problems. This session should not do anything which
would meke the Congress! political task in the U.8.A. more
difficult than it already was. 1% might be very gratifying for
some delegates to adopt ringing declarations which would satisly
some groups. But the political effectiveness of the World Jewish
Gongress depended largely on its day--to-day relationships with
the governments of the world. If by anything that was done here
the Ceongresgs made 1ts relaticnship with the most powerful of
those governments more difficult, the ¢ ouald agsin betray thelr
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regponsibility for the political effectiveness of its work.

It was inevitable also that a large measure of the material
support which made the work of the World Jewish (ongress possible
had to come from the U.S.A. It was likely that that support would
have to be greatly incressed. The American Jewish Congress did
net represent the wealthy classes of America, some of whose members
did not like it, It was, therefore, not too easy to secure from
the U.S.A. that measure of financial support which the Congress
had to have. Those who sought the adoption of high-sounding
regolutions which bore little relationsiip to the Congress! dally
work would be guilty of jeopardising the material basis of its
work.

The speaker concluded by saying he was digtressed at political
frictions evident in this agsembly and alsc called for a greater ‘
technical efficiency of the organisation of the Congress.

Dr. J. HELIMAN (Argentina) gaid Jews should revise their
attitude to the Scviet Union., They had to recognise the service
that country had rendered to them., The same applied to Poland and
cther East Buropean countrics .

There should be cultural unity between the Jews in Igrael and
the Jews in the diaspora. Some 85% of Argentine Jewish children
had no Jewlsh eduvcation., There wag a necessity for a strong
intervention in this matter.

Dr. POLAKIEWICZ {Costa Rica) opposed Dr, Snehig thesis of
political expediency and sald that although Costa Rlca_had
recognised Israel, her Government was not free from antisemitism.
But there were other nations which were good for the Jews though
they did not recognise Israel.

Dr. L. BERNSTEIN (Italy) said thet the position of molasies
in Italy was so bad that it could inspire Dante Alighieri to
writing another “Inferno", There was in Rome the Arch of Triumph
erected by Empercr Titus under which no Jew was allowed tc pass.
He recalied with pride that twice in recent history was that rban®
defied; firstly by the Jewish Brigade who victoriously marched
under i+%, and secondly by a group of Chalutzim who passed through
Rome towards a free life in Israel,

Nr. I, NATANI (Englend) spoke on behalf of East London's
Workers'! Circle (Arbeiterring). He supported the formulation of
Dr. Sneh's thesis and thought that (Congress must further Jewish
and Hebrew culture in Palestine as well &s in the diaspora.

C11/E/FW/GZ.
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As representatives and spokesmen of the broad masses of the
Jewish psople throughout the wordd, we hail with pride and Joy
the establilshment of the Btate of Israel. We offer cur
boundless gratitude to our fellow-Jews in Eretz Israsl for the
fulfilment of the millenial hopes of our people for netional
restoration im the lsnd of our fathers..

We salute the heroism of the Haganah, the Jewlsh Defence Army,
whole military achlevements in the face of fearful odds have
sdded another glorious chapter to the history of Jewlsh valour,
We salute the courage of Israsl's Jews who have prmitted
neither military aggression nor political pressure to daunt
them in their vallant battle for the defence, consolidation
and international recognition of the new State..

The World Jewish Congress calls with confidence om every section
of" the Jewish people to - support and to sustain with all its
resources e struggle for the independence and integrity of
the State of Israsel until . that. sirugele-shall have bean

crowned with final victory. We call on our fellow-Jews
gverywhare to glve fullest moral and material support to

Isragl In its resistance to any efforts which seek to diminish
the- sovereignty or to reduce the terr.tory of the new State.

I that resistance, we and they are fortifisd by the knowladge -
that: we are defending the judgnent of the United Nationg,
arrived at after exhaustive ingulry and discussion. We pro-
test: against the demands by aggressive powers to jeopardige the
rights of the Jewish people im fgreel by poliitical and milil-
tary action,

We acknowledga with gratitude the action already taken hy

nationg in according recognition to the State of Israsel. They
have gpoken not only for the woral conscience of thelr own
people; they have reflected the moral recognition which has
beanr accorded Israel by all men of goodwill throughout. the
world. We appeal most sarnestly to all other nationg of the
world to follow thelr sxanple and to match the moral recog-

nitlion of Israel hy menm and women everywhere with political
recognition by thelr constituted authoritles, We have stood

~with unfalling consistency by the Unlted Nations. We are
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entitled to expect that the United Netions shall mow stand
by UFe

The Jewish people lm the State of lsrael and throughout the
worlid has never sought and does not seek conflict with the

Arsh peopls. We seek for the State of Isreel no more than equal
status with the other nationg of the world withinm the frame =
work of the United Nations, as we seck fcr Jews everywhere
equal rights as Jews and human beilngs. '~ Because the State:

of Israel embadles, as the Yishuw has hithento embodled, the
noble, ethicsl and moral values of aur people, We are supreme-

Ty eertaim that It will geek to wark outr its destiny 1n peace=
ful cooperation with its Arab nelghbours and on a basis of
respect: for the human rights and full gquality of all its ine
nebitants without distinetion. The re-asteblishment of psace
i Pelestine will thus serve the cause of pogress in the
Widdle Bast end will provide the oppertunity for the renewal
of the ancient tradition of Arab-Jewish cooperation in lsrasl
amd other lends throughout the world. ,

Confident of the justice of the cause of Israel we, the
delegates to this Second Plenary Session of the World Jewish
Congress, solemnly pledge ourselves to supports the State of
Isracl by every means and with all our resources in the struggle
for ite integrity and independence; and 1n this hour of trlel,

aof gtruggle, and of fulfilment, we send to its cltizens and R

. goldiers the enciemt Jewlsh greetings: BE STRONG AND OF GOQD
CCURACGE o .
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POURTH DAY

Evening Segsion

The evening meeting of the Assenmbly begen at Y.10 P with
DR. WAHUN GOIDMARY in the Chuir. :

DR. B, GEYER (Huugary) said that recent events had changed
the attitude of Hungarian Jewry which now wighed o astablish closer
contacts with Hews of other countries.

MRS.M. B. NORDHETH (Hetherlends) stresgsed the full support
given by the Dutch Jews to the State of Isrsel. Zionist influence was
decigive in all Jewish imstitutions and wes moticeable in the relaticns —
with the govermment.

_ MR.M, STEINBERCG (U,S.A.) conveyed to the Congresss the gree-
tings of 2004000 members of the fmericzn Jewish Trade Unicns.

DR. JATHME S. FIRSTATER (Argentine) objected to s¢ much %ime
being given to the question of Fast and West. He thought the Congress
should comecentrate on the problem of displaced persons as well @8 on
the comgolidation of the Jewish State.

DR. M. BENVENISTI (Rumenia) stressed the decisive role played
by the Soviet Unicn in the cgtablishment of the Jewlish State.

A. KLTPPEL (Australia) stressed the services rendered %o ‘the
Jews by the Prime Mimisters of fustralia and of New Zeelnd.

DR. A. VATS (Yugeslavia) said Yugoslav Jewry saw im the es— -
+gblighment of Isracl a realization of a loag cherished dream., He be-
lieved that Jewish experience militated sgeinst being meudral in the
presend struggle. Jews ought to limk up with the frecdom-loving democ-
ratic foreces.

REV. DR. A. COHER (Greats Britain) stressed the welght of
responsibility now resting on Britein's Jewry at present the second
largest communigy ia Europe. )

MR, M. BISSELICHES (Hungery), Chairman of the Hungarim Zio-
nist Organisation, thought the Jews ought to take into their own heands
the question of their gecurity. The Jews of Hungary had a positive atti-
tude to the State of Israel and all pro-Palesiine actlonsg enjoyed a
full support of the Hungarian Govermment.
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MR, A, BLALOPOLSEL (Israel) said that the libveration of Jews
in the Argbic lamds depended on who would meile the Negev., and that the
DP problem could be golved onlysif a complete soveraig. iy of Tarael and
free imwigration were assured. '

¥R. L. FEFFER (U.S. Zone-Germany) denied that Jewish DP's
were demoralised, Were thilis true the Jewa would not have set up 67
scheols with 152 teachers and 8,000 scholars. Demoralised Jews could not
hehave the way the pessengers of the "Exodus® did. It was most urgent
to liquidate the ceumps, T ennable the DPls to leave hated Germany.

WR. 7ERUBAWEL (Israel) said that meutrality towards warmon-
gers was inadwissible. Under the cloak of arti~Comeunism Bevim snd the
Mufti aimed at stoppring Jewish immigraticn. The USA did not permit
Jewigh youth to participate in +the fight for ITsreel at a time when the
memory of the Americen Jewish hero David Mercus, leadex of the Haganah
imnJerusalemn, wos being hallowed.

WR. ANSETHM REISS (Israel) saw in Zionism the omly way to
Jewish Socialism. He was against seoletion and neutrality aend spoke for.
an expansion of the world Jewish Congress 0mn & democratic baslis.

DR. E. MAURER (Austrie) expressed the thanks of the Jews of
Vienna for the help rendered 10 them by the World Jewish Congress.

MR. P. SZWARZBLAT (U.S.Zone-Cermany) aaid the "EXodus! passen-
gers fought not only for thelr own liberation but also for that of the
whole Jewish pecple. He appealed 10O the Jews of America and other count-

ries to send men to Israel to make possible 1ts defence and reconstruc-—
ti0n.

The specech by Wr. P. Sawarzbleh® concluded the General Debate,

The reply of the Executive and of the Furopean Secretariat
wag introduced by DR.G.M. RIEGNER (Switzerlandj, Dire=tor of the  Geneva
office of the World Jewish Congress and memder of its Buropean Secrete-—
riat. He first surveyed activities of the Congress since 1ts inception
and especially during the war. The fact that the Comgress had no ideo-
logy of its owa was its weakness au well ag its strength, The structure
of the Congress was pliable and offered poom for everybedy. The politi~-
eal programme ond the principal thesis 0f +he World Jewish Congress was
to assure the existence and the prosperity of the Jewish people. In view
of this it was neeceasgary to compromise petween porties and ideologles.
The primeciple of expediency in matters political was insuffieient as
Jews had to teke account of the opinion of the world. The emgwer t¢ the
question whether something was eood & had for the Jews depended

' ©on whether tHE " Pr&H-
lem %touched upom the question ox paystal vweil being of cultural values
or of spiritual freedom. Tn the Congress’experience the differences bet-
weenn East end West, between right and If+t had dssays been satisfactorily
solved. The future tasks of the world Jewish Congress included expansion
of ist activities and carrying out of & pProOgIEmie of work for the Jewish
Youth. ‘
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DR.N.BAROU (Great Britain) Cheilrman of the FEuropean

Secreteriat of the World Jewish Congress, enphasized the diffi-
culties encountered im the process of orgenizing the World Jewish
OJomgress as an instrument of Jewlsh defence. It was a happy coin-
cidence that the Polish delegation to this Assembly represented
all Jewigh parties which meant that Polamd's pecples democracy
was no empty phrase, He regretted the absence of the Board of
Deputxes representlmg Britaein's Jewry. - Congress 1

- s Xt o had always tried to establish comtact w1th,Ru881an
dewry. The Congress walted for Russien~Jewish decisicn %0 . .
strengthen thk defensive reserves of a people which had lost
onethird of i%w manpower.

DR+ Ao L. KUBOWITZKI (U.S.4.), Secretary General of
the World Jewish COongress, sald he did not asgsert there was not
enough security for the Jews in people!s democracies but thaet
the fact of the existence of a govermuent Ffavoeurably disposed
to the Jews should not prevent the Congresgs to demend the in-
corporation of further assurances of Jewisk rights in the peace
treaties. He protested against the denoncing in this Assembly
of Jews who fled Rumemia ag exploiters. Their fault was that

they could nct adjust themselves to the new social crder. He
polmted at the denger of using such catchwards.

The spesker energhtically rejected the allegations
that party comsiderations played any rfle in establishing reyeue
wgoey priorities. There had been during the war close contact
with the left as well as with the Agudah. Pionecering work had
been done in mobilising world apinion. (ongress'plans for the
degtruction of gag-chambers and creumatoria falled beceuse of
the opppstion of Aliied military oirclsleb, and there were
net sufficient funds to bribe the Gestmpo in order o savé
the Jews.

Since the wer one of the most important develppments
wae the courageous attitude of Brifish Jewry in the guecstion
of Palestine,

. What was good for the Jews ceculd only be decided

by history. Was it good for the Jews that some of them pre-
ferred death at the gtake e saving their own liveg? Was it
good for the Jews that the passengers of the "Exadus" had
rejected Fremch hospitality? HBe believed that the itines when
Jews lived in physical security but created little spiritually,
were "not good for the Jews". Ee would like o see the crite-
rion of expediency replaced by a critericn of love to Israel.
There was no greoter task then %0 be a servant of the Jewish
people. /I¥ud applause/.




DR, NAHUM GOnDMANN, Freodlucliy WL villhe LA ESY =y T T e
Teply to the general debate. He confessed that he had felt un—
eagy about calling the present session of Congress after twelve
years of revelutionary upheaval, which hed contributed more to
differentiating the various Diaspors commnities than had the
past nineteen centuries put together, But the proceedings had
allayed his gualms. An assembly where no differences of opinion
were expressed would have 1o raison d'€tre, but gll differences
ot this conference had been eXpressed in fraternal fashion., If
there had been & slight incident, 1T was nothing compared to the
rumpuses that marked the deliberations of many great national
parlisments, to say nothing of the harshness of debates at

Lake Success,

Dr., Goldmann tock %o task WMr, Israel Cohen, fraternal deleg-
ate of tne British Board of Deputies, and clainmed that the
Foreign Affairs Committee of +the Board hed no more right to
meddle, say, in the affairs of Rumanian Jewry - except by reguest
of that community - than had Rumanian Jewry to intervene in the
affairs of the Board. Such interference was both wanton and
arbitrary. Only an international organisation embracing a
plurality of Jewish communities, could speak on behalf of its
members - and only then when asked to 4o s0 by the community
concerned. There were exceptional cases when & Jewish community
was completely muzzled and then othner Jewigh communities spoke
up on its behalf. That had been done for German Jewry. In
normal circumstances, however, intervention by one Jewry in the
internal issues of any other Jewry was intolerable. The American
Jewish Committee was the mest flagrant offender in this respect,

Dr, Goldmann dealt at length with two - arguments put forward
in the course of the general debate. The first, that of Dr.Sneh,
was that Jewry must throw in 1ts 1ot exclusively with the
progressive democratic forces of the world upon whose success
or failure depended the Jewish destiny. The second argument,
submitted by many speakers, was that all things must be judged
by the exclusive criterion of what best serves Jewish interests.
Neither of these arguments was tenable when examined in concrete
terms. Dr. Goldmann gave chapter and verse baged on recent and
contemporary history.

Would Jewry have obtalned the necesgaly two—third majority
at TLgke Success for the creation of the State of Israel with the
gsole support of what Dr. Sneh considered the progressive
democratic forces of the world ? There were occagions when truly
progressive forces happened to pursue interests alien to that of
Jewry, For instance, twenty years ago it was the American
Tabour Movement which had mos®t vehemently opposed Jewish imnigrat+
ion into the United States. Had Jewry accepted the verdict of
Lebour at that tiwme, the American Jewish commpunity would not
to~-day be 5,000,000 strong and, by the same token, the European
- catastrophe would have been even greater than it was. The
progressive Soviet Union had for a long time suspected Zicnism
of being the tool of British Imperialism, Dr, Goldmann had
never despaired in his personal contacts with Soviet leaders
that the Russians would come to recognise that Zionism wag &
genuine national liberation movement, and that if ever Britain
turned anti-Zionisv, Zionism would inevitably turn anti-British
But should Jewry have accepted the Soviel view in the days of
guspicion and hostility 7 ‘
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Next Dr. Goldmann treated what he called the celebrated
gquestion of party politics within the World Jewish Congress.
If Congress were to be transformed into a platform from which
the Jews of one country were permitted to tell, say, American
Jewry, what internal policy to adopt in the United States, then
Anmerican Jewry would be entitled likewise to impose its advice
on the Jews of that other country. That would be the beginning
of the end of Congress. :

Reverting to the argument that all things must be considered
exclusively from the Jewish standpoint, Dr. Goldmann declared that
each Jew wag more than a Jew -~ he had a thousand-and-one interests
over and above his specifically Jewish interests, and that not
only because he owed loyalty to the State of which he was =
citimen — and the speaker personally would rue the day when Jews
would become nothing but Jews without any external interests.

The Jews were human beings like anybody else, with the same or
even wider gamat of interests, and like any other people on

earth were not only proud of having produced great thinkers,
scientists and artiste, but were equally entitled to count crooks
and undesirables among their numbers. Statisticians had proved
that there was legs criminality among Jews than among other
peoples, but for hig part the speaker never ga'e two hoots for
such statistice. The Jews, he insigsted agalin, were a people

like any other people,

Finally, Dr. Goldmann went into iae sore gquestion of
neutrality. It would be tragic enough if a day came when, as
the result of a world conflict, the Jews would be forced to mgke
Their choice. Dr. Goldmann congidered that the ideal way would
be for Israel to remain neutral like Swivverland. That was
probably impossible of achievement. HMesnwhile the Jews must
gsteer their own course. The unifica¥ion of world Jewry in the
Congress was a wonderfil achievement in itseli., Unity must be
strengthened, Dr. Goldrann sppealed for tolerance, elasticity
and compromige in the frame of resolutions and the drafting of
the Cengress constitulion, so that agreement could be reached
on & unanimous or as good as unenimous basis, Congress was not
a parlizment with a governmentsl majority and an oppositional
minority. It was a_voluntary instituticn and had no power to
impoge 1ts will upon anycene. For the gake of world Jewry unity
of action was imperative, and Dr. Goldmann expressged the profound
hope that such unity would emerge from the deliberations of this
Second Plenary Session of World Jewish Congress.

Dr, Goldmann's speech received an ovation from the delegates
who had listened with rapt attention to his profoundly lucid
vet gparilingly witty exposé.

The night session cloged at 1.50 a.m.
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In the course of the night session the Chairman asnnounced
that the following Committees were gset up and would start work
on Thursday morning, July lst: POLITICAL COMMITTEE (Chairman
S.8. Silverman, M.P,), ORGANISATION COMMITTEE (Chailrman,

Dr, JoachimmPrinz), RECONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE (Chairman, Dr. A.
Tartakower), CULTURAL COMMITTEE (Chairman H. Parnas), FINANCE
COMMITTEE (Chairman, Dr. N. Barou).

At the close of the general debate, 197 journalists,
representing Jewish and nonsJewish newspapers and news agencies
throughout the world, had registered with the Press Department
of the World Jewish Congress Second Plenary Assembly.

e sttt

Note 4o Editors:

In Communique No. 8 of June 29th, Dr. Jonas XOVINSKY
(Argentina) by a regrettable error of transscription, was
reported as saying that "there was no central organisation
of Jewish communities" in the Argentine, He said actually
that Argentine Jewry was unified in a strong centreal organ-—
isation - DATIA, the Delegation of Associations of Argentine
Jewry.
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MESS AGE

FROM PROF. CHEIM WETZMANN,
PRESIDENT COF THE STATE OF ISRAEL

I am deeply disappointed that on account:
of the pressure of work and of unforeseen ohli~
gationsg, I must now deny myself the pieasare to
wnich I had lookd forward, of golng to Monbreux
in order to greet the delegates now assembled..at
the Second Plenary Session of the World Jewish
Congress., |

I must therefore content myself with this
means of conveying to them my sincerest fraternsl
greatings and my warm good wishes for thelr T
successiul diacharge of the import&ﬁtrobligations '
which they have undertsken on behalf of the Jewish
people,.

The State of Israel, especially in the early
stages of its wark of reconstruction, will look e
the Jewlsh Diaspora for indispensable material and
moral support. I am confident that we cam look to
the World Jewish Congress tc dedicate its worldwide
organization . and strength to the fulfillment of
this high task,




" PRESS COMMUNIQUE
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS CONGRES JU
by - SECO_ND PLENARY ASSEMBLY JUIF MONDIAL
YMRTNUE ~o.  13. 1 JRIY) Wha®anpn
CABLE : WORLDGRESS MONTREUX MONTREUX
TELEPHONE : MONTREUX 6 37 81 '

PALACE HOTEL

FIFTH DAY.

ISRAEL SESSTON.

After a short break which enebled the Committees t0O
commence their work, the Second Plenary Asceubly of the
world Jewish Congress re-assgembled for e special Isrzel
Sesgion, which began at 9.10 p.1. on-Thurscay in en
atmosphere of festive expectation with DR. NAHUM GOLDMANN
in the Chair.

The (heairmen presented to the Assembly @ message
from Dr. Cheim Weizman, the Pregident of Terael. In this
message Dr. Weizman apologized for not being able to perti-
cipate in the meeting. He wished the (ongress full success in
itg delilerations. The full vergion of the Nessage has already
peen released to the press.

WR. WEIZR GRABOWSKY (Israel) brousght sreetings from the

vighuv snd the Vaad Leumi. He surveyed the history c¢f the
first days of Israel's independence znd the war. He said he
witnessed two symbolic scenes on the first day of Jewigh
independence: & bonbing attack by the agressor Arab states
ond the arrival of the first two ships carrying free inmigrants
to o free Stete. He disclosed the Arab plan was based on the
idea to smash the Jewish state within ften deys. Buat the prowess
of the Hagansh upset this plan completely. The Jews were in
this strugele in & one~to-fourty minority fighting with their
backs to the wall egeinst a powerful coalition gupported by
British guns, eircraft, funds and men. But he hoped that the
Britein of Bywon,, Disraell and Balfouwr would prevail in spite
of the enemity of the ILabour government. He preaised the heroic
atand of Jewish Jerusalem. The Christisan world. hed always wished
to have a say in the fate of Jerusaelem but today Christian

o =nd Christien soldiers were degtroying the Holy City.
Pourteenhundred Jewish soldiers fighting at Shar Hagal againsgt
tremendous odds, had succeeded, under fire, to cut & road
+o link up with Jerusalen.

The result of the militery operaticon wes. that the
entire area of the 8tate of Israel wes in. Jewish hands and
additional defensive areas, originelly alloitted 10 the . Arabs 4.
were teken over, Sixteen Jtates have 50 fer recognised Israel
and the flags of the State of Israel flutter from embassies in
the mightiest capitals of the world.




DR. BURG (Israel) stressed the unity of the Coin.ress
regarding the Yishuv. He recuried the answer given by
Chiefriabbi Herzmog te the lest British High Commissioner in
Palegtine: "No Jews will abandon Jerusalem volunterily'.

They had all, &as events proved, fulfilled their duty to

Erew Israel., A pecple who had not forgotten Jerusalem for

the pest two thouswwd yeers would see to it that a flourlshing
new Jerusalen roge from the ruins. The Jews of Isracl Knew
whet they were fighting for. They came 10 Palestine not to die
but to fight end to live. The three groups of the Yishuwv:

+he immigrents, the partisens of the recent Burcpeen war eand
the native Jews of Palestine formed a powerful combination
that would win in the end.

MR. MORDECHAT OREN (Israel) brought greetings of the
fighting end working Yishuv - the pioneers fighting in the
Negev, the Jews of Jerusalem ind of the Hagensgh. He thought
+that the esteblishment of Isrsel had been achieved with the
help of the peoples' democracies. The tTruce which haed already
1ested three weeks should not end with e pltry compromise.
The Jews had to win for the sake of freedom and democracy.

PROFESSOR J. SACK, member of the Polish Sejm, recalled
with pride that Polish Jewry had been among the first commumities
to express its complete soliderity with Terael &t & time when the
Occupying Fower in Palestine had set up scores of counmissglons
o deprive the people of Isresel of their title to their own
country.

Polish Jews -~ non-Zionists as well as Zlonisty -
formuleted in Jenuvery 1948 their pesitive attitude to Israel
and to the whole Jewish people. Polisgh Jewry abided by its
devotion to Tesrael and to world Jewry, end it was one of the
great foys of this Congress that complete unenimity prevailed
among ell strata of the Jewish people in the Diasgpora the world
over - they were ell brothers united in the cause of Israel.

The tragically depleted Polish Jewry hed cent out
food~ghips to Israel. It wes a symbol of the unbounded love of
Poligh Jewry Ffor Isreel. They would willingly give their blcod
snd their lives to win the good fight for the future of the
Jewlsh people cnd for the future of humanity. He was sure that
Tsrael would be for all time & fountain-head of freedom, of
nunenitarisn and economic justice and of true democracy.

MR. B. MARK (Poland) ~Aditnu.ir-chief of "jos Naje Leben"
said the progressive forces of the world had written on their
benner the self-determinstion of peoples and had faithiully
fought for {the realisation of ihu self--determination of the
Jrawigh people.

The creation of the State of fsracl was & result
of the co-operation of the Jews end of progreagive democracles.
I+ was now the tesk of the Jewiab pecple ja Iasiol fo regish
2ll political and economic invasions, no matiter whether they ceme
from the Mufti, from Bevin or from the oll nagnates. t
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point. Throught twenty centuries it was the source of inepiration of the
Jpwish people. But it had-also been an unfulfilicd dream for the future.
Thoge days Wwerc now ended. It wag nc longer only the National Home of the
pass, it was the eternal present of the Jewish people (applave®).Speaking
oo & British citizen and a loyal supporier of his Farty and Government,
he had to confess that the performance of that British Government in the
matter of Palestine during bthe past three years caused a deep and abliding
dietroess o him. Put he hoped and believed that there will pass from the
minds snd memories of the British and the Jews the bitter humiliations
of these past three years, in grateful memory for the many centuries of
tolaration and of asgisbance t0 the persscented that the British nation
hag rendered throughout those centurios., He hoped thet the loyal and tra-
iitional Friendship and allisnce arising oub of mubual debt and nmutual
sratitude betwecn the Jewish peoplo and the Bwitish people would come
again to the Fore and woubkd last for sver. {applausgs ), The Jows would
wish to play the part ag o people of roconcililation hetween the nations
of the world, and not of dissention. It was o mattor of satisfaction to
them thab among all the major problemg which the Unitcd Nations have had
fo dosl with, thore Wes only one on which Tho Bagtern world and the
Weohorn world had boen sble to unite - Palegtine. Yot, the establishment
0F the Jewlsh Nation in Isracl owed little %o any asslstance Jows had had
from sny other nation. Ho did not rogret Fhat fact. It was good for the
Jows thab they should rebuild their natlonal life not as” the protigds
of sny othew people Hulb by vheir own tebhours apnd by bthekr own arm. The
Zeinmph of Teraol hed rested on two main factors, Both of thelr own ma~
cingt the herelsm of btho PAGAWA and the labour that had gone into the
creajion of Jowish sehtlements during the past decades, He hoped that the
Jews efforbts So build a mew life would not only bo the salvation of the
Jowish pecole buit also an czenple to the whole world.

aRT DR, SUWRHTN WISE - who was given a great cvation by the
hgsembly, @hnich rose Whon he gtarted to spoak, rocalled the year 1897,
vear of the first Zionist Congross at Baslo., Tt wag just as miraculous as
this vear of miracles which ended & fow mopnths ago 194%, For the first
time in modern 1ife a Jow hal darod to use the torn "Juden" and "Juden-
staat” . Theodor Herwl undoratood that Zionism wag as goud for the world

ag 1t was good or Jewrieg and he svood his cohse ol that. He was tired of
thoss who soid thib fionism was mere 7 an QnSwer 4o anti-Scmitimm. Zlonism
was the Jewish wosolvo to croate an own Natlonal Home. Ho mors begging

for favours ond privileges and advantages. The Jowish people proclaimed
they were going to stand on thelr own foeot. O Gied befouse the Jewigh
people in its mnroadiness broke his great heart. He could not understand
hig own people, The Jowg of England, the Jows of America, the Jews of
Germany, the Jows of France. To thelr honour he 1% said that thée Jews

of Fastern Zurope rocoived him most cordially =nd nost lovingly, and even
then, tensg of thousands of the Ort

foa

thodow JoWws were not ready for Hoerzl
hecause they did nob-think in thelr piety “hat they could dream of being
comrades in wo-creating the life of the Jewish people. He thanked God to~
night, as ons who knew Horzl and loved him, For the 1lifs and word and
teaching, and infltienco of Theodor Horsl. Had e beon Followed there
Wwould 1ot been Yooy occ Jews in Isracl to-day, buh two or three mitlion
sattled not on o million gad o quarter Dunem, but on five million. "Here
wog this brave Jew, onme of the Three greab Jows of o thougsand years,. Mol-
penides who gove on ordeved life to the Jewish peopley Spinora, who
wrought back the genius of Jowigh thought not only to the Jewish people’
Tt e nll the world, and Horzl, the Cholutz; first of the Chalutzim, T,

H
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who knew nim, can tell you ho wos tha prouceat Jew T ever knew in my
nafe, Bvewy breath of his hoing,every gesturc of his hend, every uncon-
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scious pose, of his noble body, spoke of his nche, self-demanding pride
ipmbeing a Jew, in being a son of the Jewish peoplé, in being the for-
erunner of the "Judenstaath which has become our today."” i :

%, Wise said he was proud of his own country, the United
gtates of America which recognised Israel within four minutes after the
Proclamation of the Jewlsh States Fe believed that whoever would be the
next President of the U.S. A, would follew the line of President Truman
today. He wished Fngland returmed to the glorious days of Balfour Deesla-
ration (applause).

Symming up ;. Wise sald shat Herzl taught the Jews ta stand
ng free men in the sight of all the world. Herzl through 7ionism 1libera-
ted the Jewish people who would remain free and liberated. mhere was no
division there between East and Wesd, vetween the Soviet and America, 8O
long as Jews resolved that Israel shall stand and stand as a great democ—
ratic power for the bettering of =11 the world.,

_ DR. NAHUM GOLDMANK declared that he would resist the tempta-
tiom of making a speech. He only wished to recall something of the back-
ground history of the Proclamation of the Statecof Isrgel. The courageous
and utterly fearless act which marked its birth was indeed a happy augury
far its future growth and development. The strong delogation of the then
Jewish Agency engaged 1in negotiations with the United Nations at Lake
succes had been submitted to most claborate pressure by friend and foe
alike to agree 1t¢ & postponement of the Proclamation. The warnings and
the zdvice issued by the Powers were refereed back to Israel; and it was
+here that the historic decision which risked the destiny of Jewry at one
throw was taken at the highest 1 vel and with the full support of the
people of Isracl. Heedless of "wise counsels” from friends and cthery
Jews procl imed the State of Israel,

‘T.a. Nahum Golddpenn then pregsented to the Assembly the DECLA-
RATION ON ISRARTL, full text of which hag laready been muligsed tc the
Press, The statement was made On behalf of the Executive of the World
Jewlish Congress.

Delegates and guests rose to their feet to mark the golemn
occagion and their unamimous approval of the Declaration. To the sirains
of "Hatikvah" the Jewish national anthem, the session on Israel came to a
close, :
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After an interval of three days which were set aside for the
work of the five Conmittees, the Second Plenary Assembly of the
world Jewlsh Congress met again at 9.30 p.m. on Sunday under the

K chairmanghip of Dre-~NAHUM GOLDMANN. -

The Chairwan announced that all Committees had completed
their work. The resolutions would be submitted to the Plenary
Session and he hoped that the Assembly would coumplete i1ts work
in the course of Monday.

DR.Ns BARCU of the Finamce Comnittee, submitiing the report
said the Committee recommended that the decigion of the first
Plenary Session of Congress in 1936 be confirmed, according 1o
which each affillated country should contribute to the central funds
of the World Jdewish Congress., The future Adminigtrative Committee
was to be asked to approve a revisgion of the key of these contribut-

. iong. In countries where Congress organisations did not participate
in centraliged fund-raising campaigns of the whole community
agreement should be reached with other Jewish organisations that
orne month in the year be set aside for World Jewish Congress fund-
ralsing drives. Finally the Comnittee suggested that the position
be egpecially scrutinised in countries where large sums had recently
been raised for Israel, and that possible contributions fo Congress
in these countrieg be made known within three months and not later
than next October. The Executive was authorised to contact all
member countries not later than next QOctobver to ascertain their
contributions. :

The Chairman drew attention +to the failure of some affiliated
countries to pay their dues. Eastern European countries were
bearing the heavy burden of reconstruction. In the Western papi-

sphere some countries were carrying the finencial brunt, but
others were failing in their duty. Some had not contributed since
the end of the war. Dr. Geldmeann paid special tribute to the
efforts made in Switzerland and Sweden,

Mr. H. PARNAS (Poland) submitting the report of the Rehabiliit-
abtion and Restitution Commission, said the World Jewish Congress
had done a good deal of spadework in matters within the terms of
reference 0f his Commission despite very modest funds. He warned
of the dangerous position of the DPs and said that the possibility
of DP adrinigtration being handed over to ithe Germans had to be
resisted. The Germans gave 1little or no evidence that they had




actually learned anything from the past. A number of States had
still failed to carry out restitution of Jewish property. In the
British Zone of Germéamy no steps in this direction had so far been
token. He demanded, amid cheers, that this situation be remedied
end pointed to the preferential treatment given to the DPs by the
Polish Government.

He stressed the problem of continued non~Jewish guardianship
of a proportion of Jewish children and the difficult position of
Jewlish students.

The Rehabilitation and Restitution Commission recommended thé
creation cf a central Jewish organisation to investigate the work of
rehabilitation and restitution.

DR. NAHUM GOLDMANN annsunced that according to information
received from Dr. BENVENISTI, Rumania, too, had fully applied her
regtitution laws.

. DR. N. ROBINSON (U.S.A.) reported on the problem of heirless
property. He said progress in this sector varied in various
countries. The principle which had to be adopted was that all
property which was alienated from the Jews as a result of discriwmins
atory legislation, contracts made under constraint or by other
illegal means had to be fully restored

There were various difficulties which hindered the carrying
out of restitution plans; such as attempts to include Jewish losses
in the general gcheme of war reparations, sabotage of laws and the
difficult financial situation of the various countries. The
principle to be esgtablished was that those who suffered loss were
entitled on & priority bagis to at least such suns as would enable
them to start a new life.

The speaker referred to the uneasiness caused by the absence,
in most cases, of statutery reguldions concerning the position
of heirless property. :

The Assembly then unaninously adopted the Resolution on
Pestitution of heirless property.

DR. A, TARTAKOWER (ISRAEL) called for new methods in Jewish
seif-aid along the following lines: Relief and political activities
ought to be fully integrated; relief should be based on the principle
of Jewish solidarity in which the contrast between donors and
recipients must disappear, Philanthropy had to be replaced by
Jewish solidarity. There was need for appiying for outside financial
help in view of the insufficiency of Jewish funds. Sonme progress
had been made in this matter as result of conversations with *
Governments and international organigations; but there must also be
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actually learned anything from the past. A number of States had
gtill failed o carry out restitution of Jewish property. In the
British Zone of Germany nc steps in this direction had so far been
taken. He demanded, amid cheers, that this situation be remedied
and pointed to the preferential treatment given to the DFs by the

Polish Government.

He stressed the problem of continued non-Jewish guardianship
of a proportion of Jewish children and the difficult position of
Jewigh students.

The Rehabilitation and Restitution Coumission recoumended the
sreation of a central Jewlsh organisation to investigate the work of
rehabilitation and restitution.

DR. NAHUM GOLDMAWN announced that according to informetion
received from Dr. BENVENISTL, Rumani&, 100, nad fully applied her
regtitution laws.

DR. N. ROBINSON (U.S.A.) reported on the problem of heirless
property. He said progress in this sector varied in various
countries. The principle which had %o be adopted was that all
property which was alienated from the Jews ag a result of digerimins
atory legislation, contracts made under constraint or by other
illegel means had to be fully restored

There were varicus difficulties which hindered the carrying
out of restitution plans; such as attempts to include Jewish losses
in the general scheme of war reparatlons, sabotage of laws &and the
difficult finencial situation of the various countries. The
principle to be estabvlished was that those who suffered loss were
entitled on & priority basis to at least such sums as would enable
+them to start a new life.

The speaker referred to the uneasiness cauged by the absence,
in most cases, of statutory regulgtions concerning the position
of heirless property. - '

The Assembly then uwnanimously adopted the Resoliution on
restitution of heirless property.

DR. A. TARTAKOWER (ISRAEL) called for new methods in Jewish
self-aid along the following lines: Relief and political activities
ought to be fully integrated; relief should be based on the principle
of Jewish solidarity in which the contrast between donors end
recipients must disappear, Philanthropy had to be replaced by
Jewish solidarity, There was need for applying for outside financial
help in view of the insufficiency of Jewish funds. Some Progress
had been made in this matter as regsult of conversations with
Governments and international crgenisations; but there must also be




Note to the Editors:

The Press Depertment wishes to supplement mevious
Communiques By short summaries of tbe following speeches made
during the general debate,last week, which owing to short-
age of staff ~nd gpace could noit be accomodated in the

Press Communiques covering the respective meetings,

MR. HIRSCH STRASCHEFFSKY (Pinland)} considored it a
migtake that esvery delegation should have sung the praises of
its own particulear Government. Anti-Semitism in various hues
exigted in all diaspors countries and would only disappear
when the Jews of the diaspora threw in their lot with Israel.
Finland had put at disposal of the Hagana rolatively meore funds
and - "rnteers than any other Jewish Community. The World
Jowisn Congress, meeting a few weeks after the establishment
of Isracl and § few days before the expiry of the truce, must
take all measurgs to secure the existence of Israel.

MR, B, TEICHHOLZ (Austria) expressed his thanks to
Lady Reading for her intcrvemtion with General ILebedenko the
Soviet Army Commander, in favour of the D.P.s. He also spoke
with gratitude of the great services rendercd to Jews in
Austria by Mr, Ernest Stiassny, director of the Vismma Office
of the World Jewish Congress. Comgress was rcsponsible for
bringing to Viemnsa clothing and imvortant medical supplies.

MR. NORBERT WOLLHREIM (British Zone - Germany) said

that tthe liquidation of Gerpan Jewry was 1lrrevocablc: The
Jéwish Compunity now in Germany was purdly transitory. Jows
there lived under the shadow of a new danger - the moral re-
habiZitation of a powerful Germany as a result of the strugrle
between the Powsrs. That resuited also in a rise of anti-Semi-
tism which used anti-Communism as its slogan and former Nazi
officials ag its tools. The Exodus trouble gave a powerful
stimulus to Gerrman anti-Senitlsm. Hoetility by the British
anthorities to the Jows has algo been shown by non-~recognition
of ecentral Jewish bedies in the British Zone. The principal
objective of Joewish policy in Germany was to liguidate the
camps. The gpooker thanked the Vorld Jewish Congress for the
support it gave the Jews inm the British =and TU.S.-Zunc in

their difficult political strugsie.

MR. HERZYL GESANG (Argentina) said the Congress-linked De-
legation of Associations of Argéntine Jewry (DATA) represented
mogt Jewish oreamisations. But not all DAIA affilistes had

. toined Congress or understood its work. Argentine Jewry had to
bring thege bhodies fully into the fold of the Congress.

04/ B/ W/ o/ B
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

SECOND PLENARY ADSAMBLY

Montraux 1948

COMMISSION &F RECONSTRUCTION
AND REHABILITATION

RESOLUTION OF RELISF

The Second Session of the World Jewish Congress having listensd to reports
delivered about the Relief activities of the World Jewish Congress during
the years of war and afterwerds expressed its feelings of appreciation and
gratitude to all thosge who were responsible for the pioneer work done in
this particular field. The Session expressed at the same time ite feelings
of gratitude to our affiliated bodies whose fullhearted cooperation made
possible the raising of funds nseded for the Congress work or Relief and
Rehabilitation,

The Session faced with the continued mess poverty and sufferings in the
eountries of Burope snd with hundreds of thousands of Jewish Dilsplaced
Persons expressed its firm belief that mors extensive sociml planaing and
broader and more comprehensive social programs are required to achieve

the rehabilitetion of Jews and Jewish Communities. At the same time the
Session stresses that the Relisf work is to be done in the spirit of real
democracy; of Jewish netional solidarity and of the fullest participation in
its administration on the part of those to whom assistance is being rendered,

The Session calls upon the Executive Committee of the World Jewish Congrese
to influence the Relief work done by the various Jewish bodies in the
sbove-mentioned spirit and to make the necessary efforts in order to
achieve the coordination of the [ongress relief activities with the
ectivities of other mejor Jewigh relief agencies through continuous
consultation and cooperation.

The Bession reiterates the fundamental principle proclaimed by the World
Jewish Congress end realised in its activities according to which there
exigts a close correlation between Relief and political mctivities. While
recognizing the tremendous contribution mads by Jewish organizations through
mobilisation of private resources for purposes of direct reliefy the

Session therefors feels that intensive afforts should be made to secure =a
far more adequate measure of assistance for Jewish Relief and Rehabilitation
from public resources, The Session expscis that the work done by the
Congress in influencing the policies of Govermmental, inter-Governmental




and International Agencies, to have them participate in the work of the
Relief and Rehabilitation done for the Jewish population, will be
continued in the seme spirit with the sams vigour &s it had been in

the past,

AMENDMENT BY Mr., STORCH.

The Second Bession underlines the unusual importance of the pieoneering
work which the Congress has carried out in the sphere of relief work,
and expresges the hope that it will continue to be effective and active
as & ploneer in the field of futurs relief work, '
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COMMISSION 5F RECONSTRUCTION
AND REHABILITATION

RESOLUTION OF RELIEF

The Second Session of the World Jewish Congress having listened to reports
delivered about the Relief activities of the World Jewish Congress during
the years of war and afterwards sxpressed its feelings of appreciation and
gratitude to all those who were responsible for the pioneer work done in
this particular field. The Session expressed at the same time its feelings
of gratitude to our affiliated bodies whose fullhearted cooperation mads
possgibie the railsing of funda nseded for the Congress work or Relisf and
Rehabilitation.,

The Session faced with the continued mass poverty and sufferings in the
countries of Burope and with hundreds of thousands of Jewish Displaced
Persong expressed its firm bslief that mors extensive sociml planning and
broader and more comprehensive sociml programs are required to achieve

the rehabilitation of Jews and Jewish Communities. At the same tims the
Session stresses that the Relief work is to be done in the spirit of real
democracy; of Jewish netional solidarity and of the fullest participation in
ite administration on the part of those to whom assistance is being rendered.

The Session calls upon the Executive Committes of the World Jewish Congress
to influence the Relisf work done by the various Jewlsh bodies in the
above-mentioned spirit and to make the necessary efferts in order fo
achieve the coordination of the ongress relief esctivities with the
activities of other major Jewish relief agencies through continuous
consultaticn and cooperation,

The Session reiterates the fundamental principle proclaimed by the World
Jewish Congress and realiged in ites ectivities according to which there
exigts a closé correlation bestween Relief and political activities, While
recognizing the tremendous contribution made by Jewish organizations through
mobiligation of private resources for purposes of dirsct relief; the

Session therefore feels that intensive efforts should be made to sesure a
far more adsquate measure of assistance for Jewish Relief and Rehabilitation
from public resources, The Ssssion expects that the work done by the
Congress in influencing the policies of Governmental, inter-Governmental




and International Agencies, to have them participste in the work of the
Relief and Rehabilitation done for the Jewish population, will be
continued in the seme spirit with the same vigour as it had been in

the past,

i

- AMENDMENT BY Mr, STORCH.

The Second Session underlines the unusual imporiance of the pioneering
work which the Congress has carried out in the sphere of relief work,
and expresses the hope that it will continue to be effective and active
a8 a ploneer in the field of future relief work,
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RESOLUTION ON RESTITUTION, INDEMNIFIUATION END
MASTERLESS PROTERTIES.

I. Restitution:

The Second Session of the World Jewish Congress, convened
in Montreux on June 27, 1948 ; f

Calls upon the competsnt authorities to onact pfomptly, in-
gsofar as 1t has not yet beon dons, £11 measures nscessary to restore to
the rightful Jewish owners or the1r successors in right property of which
thoy wore deprived under Nazi or Axis domination.

fhe VWorld Jewish Congress expresses 1ts special concern that no
restitution laws have as yet been enacted in the British Zone of Germany
and in Berlin. o

IT. Indemnification.

The Second Session alsc calls upon all &uthorities concerned to
enact and implement at onmce, insofar as it has ' not yet been done, mea-
sures necessary 1o compensate all Jewish victams of Racism and Nazism for
the losses inflicted upon them, insofar as they are not indemnified
through restitution,

IZI. Implementation of Restitution and Indemnification.

Ths Second Session appeals to afl avthorities concerned, inclu-
ding the Allies, tc take at once all sieps necessary and apt to speed up
the process of restitution and indemnitication undsr exXisting legislation
and to eliminate all existing delays anc impediments therein.

It calls, furthermore, upon these authorities to provide the vic-
tims of anti-Jewish persccution with the means necessary for the repay-
ment of amounts cue by those victims to the present cwners, whenever the
legal owner does not pessess these sums, and to put at the dlsposal of
these victims funcs nscesgary for their ecconomic rehabilitation, in ad-
vance Of the full recovery of the property, rights and 1nterests of which
they. were deprivad. . e e s et e
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1V. Masterlass, Unclaimed and CommunallJewish Froperties.

ggond 3 o) 0] t .de apprehension that masterless
and unc?almed Sr@pS?%%GE v cﬁ %e%@nggg tgpje%s have 1n mogt cases

not yet been made available for Jewish purposes.

The same refers to properties of Jewish commumities énd orga-
nizationg.

The Second Session calls upon all nations and authoritiss ocncer—
ned to enact and implement a* the earliest moment, insofar as it has
not yet been done, laws and regulations in order to assign all such
properties; rights and interests, which ars under their jurisdiction,
for purposes of Yewigh rehabilitation and reconstruction in the count-
ries of the residence of the Jewish victims of persecution and in
Israel, and to transfer these assets to approPrlate Jew1ah¢rapresenta~
tive bodies,.
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POLITICLL COMMISSION.
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The Second Segesion of the World Jewish Congress, convened on Juno
27th in Montreux,

Recalling %the terrible and inhuman sufferings and pergecutiong Zn-
flieted upon the world and gpecifically upon the Jews of Burope by

Germany ond the Germsn people which resulted in gix million Jewish
death and the uprootednsss and homelesuess of most of those who,
thanks to L1lied vistory, escaped this fate, _ .

Mindful of the anti-Semitic propaganda disseminated by Gefmany and
the German people the world over,

sware of the immense meferisl domage caused to European Jowry by
Germany end the German peopls; '

Lware of tne present state of mind of the Germen people which does
not evidence signs of repentaihcc for their misdeeds, the absgencs
of any desire %o embrace democracy and become & freedom-1lcving
nation; and the psrsistance of anti-Semitiem;

Reaffirmg the previous resolubions adopted by the World Jewish
Gongress in regerd to Germany and perticularly the determination
of the Jewigh people never azain to settle on fhe blocdstained
80il of Germany; voices ite deep conocern over the failurs of the
411ied de-nazification programme ag well as over the fact that
anctive Nazis and others who cooperated with the National-Socialist
movement have been ingtalled in important posts in the political
ond the economic 1life of the country and in the administration
of justice;

Czlle upon the Lllied nations, sspecialls the big powers, %o inelude
in whaisver settlement of the German problem they will make,
temporary or permenent, fthe following provisions in favour of the
Jewish people and Jews:

(a) recognition of the guilt of Germany for the unpresedenid
tragedy which befell the Jews after fthe accagsion of the
Nazis to power in Germany, ;
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(b) payment of reparations by Germany in favour of the uprooted
Jews to be useé for their rehabilitation and resettlement,
in the first place in Palestine;

(e) insofar as it has not yet been dome by the Allies, the ecounom-
iec rights of JFews in and from Germany should be restored in
full. Whenever restitution is impossible or inappropriate, full
compensation should be made therefor. The exporit of the proper-
ty or compensation coming under this proviso should be facili-
tated and expedited;

(d) insofar as it hes not yet been done, heirless and unclaimed
Jewigh property should be assigned to @ Jewish organisation
repressntative of the Jews in and outside Germany and to be
used for rehabilitation and resettlement of Jews, in the
countries of the residence of the victims and in Israel;

{e) to remedy the consequences of the failure of denazification
and purification of Germany;

(f) insofar as it has not yet been done, all discriminatory legis-
lation should be sbrogated andyprivisions made %o ban the -in-
troduction of such laws and practices, as well as of anti-
Semitic teachings and practices in the future. No one shall be
prosecuted for the viclation of any l1&w to be abolished as a
result of such abrogation;

(g) Germany should recognise the special responsibility toward
displaced Jews who live at present within its borders or who
may come there in future. It should be responsible for their
maintenance and be obliged to provide them with the necessary
means for their economic rehabilitation, to the extent that
this is not being done by the Allies or the IRO;

{(h) the legal status of Jews and their commnities be guaranteed
internationally;

(i) the implementation of the foregoing provisions should be put
under strict international control and supervision by the.
proper Allied authorities.

We demand that, in the peace treatles with Germany, such areas which
wers detached from Germany aml in which there now roside sonsiderable
numbers of Jews and other victims of Nazism and racial persecution,
shall not be returned tc¢ Germany. -

We regard any attempt to recomstitute the Corman State as an economic
and political and, therefore inevitably military, pcwer, in absence
of sufficient evidence of its capacity or willingrness to serve the
interests of peace and democ¥acy, as 2 threat to Jewish security and
peace of the world. '




POLITICAL COMMISSION

RESOTIUTION OF RACT . LISM AND WNTT-SEMTITISM

The World Jewish Congress,

remivdg all govermments ard the peoples of the world of the
recognised and establighed fact that racialism and anti-Bemitism
ig sverpgwhere the forerunmer of Fascism;

that the preaching of these doctrines 1s sgain being used by the
foes of democracy as cne of the main instruments to destroy
democcracy; - :

that racial and auti-Semitic propaganda inevitably undermines
respect for human rights amd fundamental freedons 1n Zostering the
spirit of intolerance avd hatred which must endanger the secwrity
of all mincrity groups and the friehdship between nations;

that democracy cannct be defenled against Fa,scusm tnless 1t resists,
by adequate memns, the Fascist onulaught against the equality ard
secwrlty of all human beings and unless positive measures are taken
to guarantee that secuality; ‘

thet the efflcacy of 5 legislative progran for combatiting such

L)

subversive movements has been anply provsi;

The World Jewish Cowress, therefore, aypeals to all govern-
ments and nations of the world

to outlaw racialism a2 mmti-Semitism, especially by:

makirg insitement to hatred agminst racial or religious
groups a punishable offence umler the domestic law;

prohibiting the misugs of freedom of speech, press or
assembly for the spreadivng of racisliem and anti-Semitism
by banming the tzaching of raciallisn amd anti-Semitism and
by examining the texmt-books of all educationzl institutions
with this purpose: in view;

promoting groups amity ard urderstanding among all demceratic
elements and by eoffecstilve support-of-tre-Urited Nations
Educaticn, Seientific =m Cultural Or ganisation TUNESCO).




The World Jewi sh Corgress oalls on all Jewish organisations,
together with ell non-Jewish dsmocratio and progressive
orgarisations, in those countrks where anti-Semitie move-
ments emerge, to contime ard strergthen the common

struggle against anti-Semitiem aml Raciialism and their
exprassions in practice.
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POLITICAL COMMISSTION

RESOLUTION

Gencocecidoe

The World Jewish Congress

welcomes the Resolution of the Beneral .sscmbly of the
United Nations deoclaring genocids to be an international crime
entailing international rcoeponsibility on the part of individuals
and states and requcsting the Social and Economic Council to
propare a draft of a Convention on genocide for submission %o that
body; -

appesls to the Lesembly of the United Nations to adopt
a8 soon o& possible a Conventicn on Genoeide with spoecial regard
to internaticnal machinery for the provention and punishment of
this orimc as well as cffective rules of implomentation;

rominds all Member States of their obligation under the
Charter to promote Human Righte;

calls upon all members of the United Nations to ratify
sueh Convention without dolay.

4/7/19434
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RESQLUTIONW O JEWS IN -RAB L.NDS.
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The World Jewish Congress

Conscious of ite reswyonsibilitiss in safeguarding the rights cof
Jews in all lands, :

Disturbed about the grave Situafion facing the Jews living amcong
the Lrab peoples,

Recognizing the alarming proportions which anti-Jewish propaganda
“has-agsumed in._gertain countrise resulting in violence and crlm@s.
againet the life and proparty'OL"iewu_czaﬂlﬁaxmﬂgnln_massaaxe of
innoaent pOOplb,

Pearing that similar orimes may recur in the future,

Calls upcen all Arab peoples to follow an atiitude of friendship
and brotherhoced towards the Jewlsh communities who for many
centuries, have lived with them in peace as goced neighbours, and
to resist aggression and provocation against the Jewsj

Appeals to all governments and appropriate authorities to put an
end to agitation and propaganda directed against the Jews, to take
every posgsible measure to prevent dangers faclng their Jewish
oltizens, to bring to trial ard punish those responsible for having
comnltted sots of violence and to abstain from all forms of dis-
erimination and oppression directed against the Jowisgh people;

Requests the United Nations and a2ll its members to use all their
influence with the countrisg snd govermments concerned to secure
the dignity, security and stfety of the Jewish commtinities which
are in dangar.

Wie emphasiSe the extremely urgent'oharadter of this appeal.
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RESOLUTION ON THE POSITION
OF THE JEWS TN AUSTRIA.
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The Second Session of the World Jewish Congress declares that
an ever increasing part of the Austrian population hes becone
consciocus of the crimes committed by the Nazi regime against the
Jews, and that they are prepared to fight, in a unified frount,
together with the vietims of Nazism against a revival of Nazism

The Congress further expresses its apprehension that Nazl forcex

in Austria are still working, through propagandsz and attempis
at reorganisation, for the revival of Nazism and that they are
galning strength and consolidating their positions in the econor
ic and administrative spheres.

The Congress states that little has been done as yat to redress
the wrongs done to the Jews of Austria and that there has been

" great delay in the application of laws already passed, and

especially that a number of laws which were promised and are of
importance for Jewish rehabilitation, have not yet been enacted,

The Congress expresses the hope that in the forthcoming treaty
with Austria and in the domestic law and practice, guarantees
will be laid down which will make a rvevival of Nazism impossiblg
and will secure the existence and rehabilitation of the Jewish =
community. :
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The World Jewish Congress,

whilst noting with satisfaction that the United Nations have given
priority in their igenda to the speedy introduction of a Bill of
Human Rights,

desires to emphasise that no such Bill would be worthy of its name
unless it secured cffectively full equality by law and in practice
for all human beings without distinetion of race, religion, language
and sex; '

nor would such & Bill fulfil its purpose unless it excluded from
its pretection in respect: of their destructive activities, indi-
viduals and groups aiming at the destruction of human rights arnd
fudamental freedomss

nor would such a Bilil fulfil its puwrpcse without effectlively com-
bating the spirit of intolerance and hatred against nations, racial
or religious groups by promoting respect for human rights and funda~
mental freedoms and by banning 2ll education opposed to these
proneiples. ‘ '

The World Jewish Congrese declares that an appropriate procedure
within the framework of the United Naticns in regard to petitions
‘alleging infringement of human rights i1s an indispensable prerequi-
site for the ilmplementation of & Bill of Hunan Rights.

The World Jewish Congress recalls to all civilised nations of the
worlds;

that the whole Jewish populeation under Nazi and Fascist govermments
in Burope had been deprived of ail human rights and fundamental
freedome;

T -
that Goveroments failed to take effective measures tc prevent this
suppression of human rights;

that at presgent, three years after the cessation of hostilitiesg, the
teachings cf Nazism and Fasclsm in spite of the victory of the Allied
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Demokraties are still sproading intoleranco ard hatred against the
Jews in many countries;

that appropriate measures to fight racial hatred and anti-Semitie
propagania have not yet been introduced by all governments.

e World Jewish Congress solemnly ealls wpon the nations of the.
world to realise that the preservation of human rights and funda_
“mental freedoms is & vital condition of the survival of pumanity;
it ig of particular significance for the Jewish pecple the majority
of whom are spread as minority group8 amongst the natlions of the
globe and whose group rights, ineluding faeilities for the develop-
ment of their religious and cultural 1ife, must be internationally
secured .

The World Jewish Congress warns that a repetition of the Nazi and
Fageist onslaught against human rights and fundameuntal freedoms
mus + inevitably lead to 2 new war which may result in the desgtruc-
tion of civilisation. '
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The World Jewisgh Congress

Conscious of its responsibilities in -safeguarding the rights of
Jows in all lands, '

Disturbed about the grave situation facing the Jews living among
the iZrab peoples,

Recognizing the alarming proportions which anti-Jewish propaganaa
has. agssumed in-certain coubtries resulting in violence and crimes
againat the life and property of Jews -culnlvating. in massacre of =
innocent pecople,

Fearing that similar crimes may reeur in the future,

Calls upon all arab peoples to follow an attitude of friendship
and brotherhcod towards the Jewish communities who for many
centuries, have lived with them in peace as good neighbours, and
to resist aggression and proveocation against the Jews;

Appeals to all governments =nd appropriate authorities to put an
end to agitation and propaganda directed agaiunst the Jews, to take
avery possible measure to prevent dangers facing their JeW1sh
gitizens, to bring to trial ard punish those responsible for having
committed acts of viclence and to abstzin from all forms of dis-
crimination and oppression directed against the Jewish people;

Requests the United Nations and all its members to use all their
influence with the countries and governments concerned to secure
the dignity, security and gafety cf the Jewish communities which
are in danger.

We emphasise the extremely urgent character of this appesal.
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GULTURAL_ COMMISS ION

RESOLUTIONS ON CULTURAL WORK - Adopted at the
Second Session of the World Jewish Congress
Montreux, Juns 1948,

The Second Session Resolves
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That in all country's, sections of the Congress offices or Congressg
affiliates departments and regional councils should be establisghed
for culture and education with the aims of strengthénidg: and
coordinating Jewish sducation and Jewish sultural work in general.

The‘main task of these local sections is to help establish Jewish
schools and to see that they be maintained or subsidized through local
goveruments or Jewish communities depending on existing conditions,.

The sbove nemed departments should also aim at helping to reconstruct
the existing Jewisk day and part-time schools.

Resolved that the World Jewish Congress be instructed to help establish
teachers semineries in various countries and to expand the alrsady
existing seminaries.

Recommends that those Jewish communities which are in need of help shall
for a specific period sngage teachers, rabbis and cultural workers
from Israel and from other Jewish centers.

Recommands to encourage the publications of text books in relation to
local needs and conditions, as well as the coordination of activities
of various centers in thig fiald.

The Second. Session Rasolvss to call for s strengthening - of educational
work smong edults through helping to establish institutions such as
avening clesess, people’s universities, lecture bureaus and to introduce
and exchangs lecturers and artists between wvarious Jewish centers,

Recommends to ancourage with all available resources cultural work
among the Jewish youth orgenisations of all trends and to encourage
cooperation batween the varicus countrias. )
Resolves to morally and spiritually support the World Union of Jewish
Students and 1o create scholarships for gifted Jewish youths.

Resolves to recognisa the importanse of the Book Supply =metivities of the

World Jowish Congress and recommends that this work be continued and
coordinated with the activity of other organisations in this field,
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Resolves to consider the School Adoption Plan of the World Jewish
Congress which helps Jewish schools in various countriss ag @ very good
method of strengthening , the Jewish school system in the destroyed
comurities and demand that this activity should be maintained and
gxpanded,

Resolves to call upon the World Jewish Congress that together with other
Jewish organizations they continue their afforts to recover as quickly
as possible Jewish treasures which were looted by the Germans before

and during the: war and to see to it that they be returned to their
ownerg, In zases where no heirs were left these ireasurss shall be
handed over to higher edusstional and scientific institutions, particui-
arly to the Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

Reclves to give dirscticns to the World Jswish Congress to help ensure
the rebuilding and rehabilitation of Jewish schools, institutions of
learning libraries, museums, monuments and cemeteries etc,

The Congress welcomes the work of the research institutions, historical
comnisgions in all countries end particularly by the Institute of Jewish
Affairs which collact and work on the material and documents in connection
with the epoch of the Jewish destruction and heroism of the last peried.
The collscted material should becoms a common treasure for the whole of
our pesople through a general common center in cooperation with the
Institute of Jewish Affairsg while not affecting the autonomy of the
respective territorial instituticns should centralize the whole of the
collascted materialy the ¥Yad Vashem shall be considered as such a center,

The Second Session Resolves to recommend increassad cooperation with
UNES8CO and other international cerganizations which deal with the streng-
thening of peace and understanding among the peoplesy to appeal to

UNESCO to increase its help by establishing the destroyed Jewish cultural
institutions which have existed in the countries of the German occupation
and to remove discrimination from schools and to reviss text books which
have discriminatory tendencies.

Recomneinds to create annual awards for outstanding literary, scientific
and artistic achievements with the aim of encouraging Jewish literature
and scisnce, '

Recommends to create a special fund for Jewish writers, artists and
intellsctuals in order %o onable them to devote themselves for a given
pariod *to their world,

Galls upon the World Jewish Congress to adopt all possible measures
which can lead to clossr cultural eocoperation witk the Jows of the
Soviet Union.

Recommends that the World Jewish Congress publish s central Monthly

and a Year Book in which all aspects of Jewish life throughout the world .
shall be reflected as well as to support the publications of important
local organs,
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Recognizing the necessity for the coordination; conselidation and
expansion of the widespread activity in the field of culture and education
in all countries and spheres and welsowlng all the initiatives which

have besn displayed up to now in organizing cultural activities, the
Congress recomrpends that the newly elected bodies at the World Jewish
Congress convene a World Congress for Jewish integral Culture and, as =
preparavory measurae, recommends to contaet for this purpose existing
cultural Jewieh organizations,

Looking upon the radio programg from Israel as an Zmportant branch of
sultural astivity for the Jews in the dimspora it recommends to the
World Jewish Gengrese to negetiste with the appropriate authoritiss in
Israel in crder to organize such programs,

Goneidering the cultural work as one of the mosy important fislds of
activity we recommend te the World Jewish Congrees the allocation of
twenty per cent of the gencral budget for the needs of the Cultural
Department,
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COMMISSION D'ORGANISATICON

__RESOLUTION

T2 Deuxiéme Assemblée pléniére du Congres Juif
Mondial considérant la Constitution adoptee par cette Assemblée,
reconnait cus des situations spéclales pourraient se présenter

per lesguelles aucune disposition spécifique n'est prévus et qul
ne rentrent pas dans le cadre d'une Constltution. '

Ces situations sont entre autres:
1. Départ définitif dium membre du Consell général du pays
oft i1 rasidait au moment de son élection au Conseil.
2. GChangement dans 1'importance de 1a Eopulation d'une
communauté juive qui modifierait le bareme, WQprésentation au
Conseil général. ae
%, Changemen® des clrconstances personnelles dans lesquelles
un représentant a &te désigné.

L'Assemblés pfli niere recomsit gque dans de telles gi=-
tuations ou des situations similaires, une représentation
appropriée de la communauté respesctive au Conseil pourralt
le plus exigior I, Assemblée recomnande, en conséjuence, gue
1ss membres en question du Consell géndral mettent les or-
ganisations mesmbres nominataires en mesure d'eflfectuer les
changements nécessairss en ce gquil concerns leur représenta-—
tionm, afin gu'elle refiéts fidélement 1a composition interne
de lsur communauté.
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SECONDE ASSEMBLEE PLENIERE

Montrasux 1948

COMMISSION D'ORGANISATION

RESOLUTION,

La deuxidms assemblée pléniére du Congrés Juif Mondial,
en vertu de l'Article 12 par. 1 (a) de la Constitution fixg
le baréme suivant pour 1l'&lsction des membrass & Consall
Général: '

Les Organisations affiliées représentant un pays Ou un
territoeirs avec une population juivs

de 20 000 & 75 000 ont droit & un siégs

" 75 000 & 150 000 " " ¥ deux siéges

# 150 000 a 350 000 n " " trois siéges
% 350 000 a 700 000 " " " guatre sléges

et pour chaque tranche de 400 000 en plus ou fraction da tranchs
un siége supplémentaire.

L'Etat d'Isradl a droit & trols sléges.swpplétenisices
en plus-du NEmMOTe déterming par ce barlme.

Lss organisations msmbres représentant un pays ou un
territoire ds moins de 20 000 pourront s'associer & d'autres
organisations qui se trouvent dans la moms situation, en vus
d'attsindre le minimum exigé pour la représentation au Conseill
général.
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Articls 1 :

Article 2 3

Article 3 3

Article 4 :

PROJET DE CONSTITUTION DU CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL

CHAPITRE 1

Ls Congres Juif Mondial set une uaion librement consentis &°organismes,
ds communautés et organisations représentatifs juifs dans le monde entisr
qui adhérent au Congrés Julf Moundial en confermité avec la présentas
congtitution,

Le Congrss Juif Mondial z pour but d'assurer liexistence et de soutenir
1'unité du peuple juif et & calts fin

a) de coordonnsr les efforts de ses organisaticns affilides dans
le domsine des problemes politiques, écmnumigues, sociaux et
culturels intérossant le peuple -uify

b) de garantir les droits, le status ot les intéréts des Juifs et
des communzutés julives et de les défendrs partous ob ils sont
Génids, violés ou menacés

¢) d'encoursger et de goutenir le développement créateur de la
via gociale 8t culiturelle juive dans lo monde sntier;

d) da représenter ses organisations affiliées et d'agir en leur
nom auprés des autorités gouvernementalses, intergouvernesmentales
ot autres autorités internationales pour toutes les questions
intéressant le peuple juif dans son ensembleg

Le Qorgres Julf dondial s'efforcera de coopérer avec tous les
peuples sur la tases des iddaux universsls de paix, deo liberté
ot de justice.

L'affiliation au Congrées Juif Mondial ne doit, en aucune fagon, affecter
liautonomie de ses membres dang les questions d'ordre interne ou religieux
intéressant les communautds julves respectives et ne douns aucun droit au
Congres Juif Mondial dfinfevvenir dans les affaires politiques intérieures
de lesur pays.

1, Les orgenismes, communautés et organisations juifs créés et agissant
en conformité avec las principes démeocratigues qui déelarsnt accepter le
but et vouloir se confeormer sux principes de la présente constituiion
peuvent adhérer comme membres constituantz ou sssoclés zprés approbation
par ls Comité Lxdeutif,

é
i

n s

2a, La qualité de membre constituant ns sera scgordée ou'a un geul
organisme, communauté ou organisatisn juif dans chague pays,

b, La qualitd de meumbrae comstituan’ sera accordée & 1l'organisme représen-
tatif juif généralement recoannu ou accepté comme tel dans ce prys. Au cas
oli un tel orpanisme n'existe pas, n'aurait pas demsndé son affiliation ou

ng sereit pas qualifid, le Comité Zxécutii pourrs accepler comme membre
constituant pour ce pays 1L'organisme qui, d'aprés son avis, remplit le
misux les conditlions resguises,



Article 5 :

Article &

[

Articls T

as

Article §

Article 9
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¢, Dans des cas spéciamux, le Comité Exécutif peut; par une décisicn prise
& la majorité des dsux tiers de ses membres, accorder la qualité -
membre constituant & tout autre corganisme ou orghn gl on. Lo

O S B R L
Fr LG A T Ca .‘.1}».81’:;

que L8 Jmmitd B

3. ha qualité de membre associd pourra dtre accordée & Gss crganisations
internationales sur dénision das deux tiers des membres du Comité Exécutif
sur la b§se de principes et conditions gqus le Comité Executif jugera
approprirs,

CHAPTIRE II

Organcs

Les organes 4u Gongrds Juif Mondial sont s

1'Assemblée plénidre, le Consoil général, le Comité Exéculifl, sinsi que
tous les autres organes eusilisires que le Comité Exécutif Juger
nécessaire diétablir,

CHAPTTRE TTZ

L'Asgemblés pléniéra

L'Agssemblée pléniére est l'autorité supréme du Congrés Juif Mondial dans

toutes les questions.

1, Le Comité Exécutif comvoquera 1'hssemblée plénidre en sesslon cordinaire
tous lss deux ans.,

2. 81 les circonsiances i'exigent, le Comité Exdoutif pout &
majorité des deux tiers de ses membres de reavoyer la sessicn ovdinairce
de 1'Assemblés plénidre pour une période ne dépassant pag une année.
Dos rTenvois ulbtérieurs devromt S%re approuvés par ls Coreeil génlral
a la majorité des deux tiers des membres présents 2t participant au
vote.

1, Le Comité Exdcutif, sur Ja demands des trois quarts do ses memhres,
peut convoquer une sessicn extracrdinaire de 1L'Assenblée plénidre,
Les membres non présenis peurroant envoyer leur vobe par gorite
Licrdre du jour d'uns telle gession sera limité aux problémes soumis
par le Comité Exécutif.

2. Le Comité Exécutif, & la demende écrite des deux tiers des membres du
Consoil général, convogquera une session exiraordinaire en vue de
discuter les problémss spécifiés dans cette demends. Cetie session
doit &tre convoguée dans les six semaines qui suivent la récoption de
1a demands ot doit se ten'r au plus tard dans les deux mois a compter
de la date de sa convocation.

1, Lifssemblée plénidre s compose ds délégués élus par les organisaticns
membres ot refldétant fiddlement la composition de leur COMmUNEUSS
respective,



sdrticle 10 2

Article 11

Article 12 -

Article 13 ¢

2, Ls nombre des délégués attridbués &4 chaque membre constituant sera fixé
par le Conseil général qui prendra en considération la population juive
de cheque pays. Aucun pays n'a droit a plus des deux cinquiemes du nombrs
total des délégués,

3. Le nombras des délégués attribuds aux membres associés sera fixé par
le Comité Exécutif, mais ne devra pas dépasser le nombre de cing pour
chague membre associé.

4, L'élaction ou la désignation des délégués n'est valable que sous réserve
de confirmation par le Comité de vérification des pouveirs,

5. Les membres du Comité Zxécutif ot du Conseil général ont droit de
participation pleine et entiére aux travaux de l'Assemblés pléniérs &
l'exception du droit de vote quils ne peuvent exercer gqus s'ils sont
délégués €lus,

1. Les traveux de liAssemblée pléniere sont dirigés par un bureau élu
par slle pour la durés de la session,

2, Les débats de 1'Assemblée plériére se déroulent conformément au
réglement intérisur soumis par le¢ Comité Exécutif et approuvé par
1'Assemblée pléniére,

3. Chaque délégué & l'Assemblés pléniére a droit & une voix,

4, Sauf dispositions contraires dse la présente Constitution, les décisions
de 1l'Assemblée pléniére sont prises & la majorité simple des membres
prégents ot participant au veote.

Lo _Conseil général

» Le Conseil général se compcss des

a

a) feprésentants dos orgenisations membres constituantes désignés
per alles et élus par l'Assemblée pléridre conformément au bardme
adopté par 1'Assemblép plénidre, En cas de vacance survenue.
par suits de décés, de démissicn ou pour toute autre raison, un
remplacant sora désigné par 1°organisetion nominataire respective.

b) Dix membres au maximum élus ad personam par 1'Assemblés pléniéres

¢) Quinze membres au maximum cooptés par le Conseil général,

Le Conseil général a pour fonction de recevoir st d'approuver les rapports
du Comité Exécutif et d'arréter la politiqus & suivre, le programme
d'activité ainsi que la gestion financidre conformément aux décisions

de 1l'Asgemblée pléniare,

1, Le Conseil général tient unz =2oreziown nrdineire au moins une fois
par an,

2. Sur demande écrite mdressée & son Président par au moins deux tiers de
ses membres, le Conseil général sera convequé en session extraordinaire
dens le mois qui suit la réception de la demands et doit se réunir un
mois au plus tard & compter de la date de sa convocation.



CHAPTTRE _V

‘Lo Comité Exdcutif

Article 14 : Le Comité Exécutif dirige les affaires du Congrés Juif Mondial et agit

en son nor conformément aux décisions de l'Assemblée pléniidrs et du
Consail geénéral.

Article 15 3 1. L'issemblés plénidre élit les membres du Comité Exéeutif,

2. Le Comité Exécutif a le droit de remplacer ses membres en cas de
vacance survenus par suite de ddcés ou de démission et sous réserve de
confirmation par ls Consell général, de désigner par cooptetiocndes membres -
additionals & concurrence d'un cinguidme du nombre élu par 1'Asssmblése
pléniare.

CHAPIIRE VI

Charges

Article 16 s 1, L'Assembide pléniére élit le Président du Congrés Juif Mondial, le

Président du Coz %% Exécutif st le Président du Conseil général,
2. Le Président est membre de plein droit du Comité Bxéecutif.

3. 51 ka charge de Prizideut Iovient vasante, le Président du Comité
Exécutif fait fonciion de Président du Gongrés jusqu'z la session suivantg
du Conseil général qui élira un Président lequel sera en charge jusqu'a
la gession ordinasire suivante de 1'Assomblée pléniera,

Article 17:1.Le Conseill pénéral désigne en cas de vacance son Président et 61it les

autres membres de son bureau.

2. Lo Président du Comseil général convoque et préside les session du
Conseil général.

Article 18 s Le Comité Exécutif désigne en cas de vacancs son Président et elit les

autres membres de son bureau; il arréte la composition de son personnel
ot de ses rouages adminisiratifs,.

CHAPTTRE VIT

Lg Comité de vérification des pouvoirs

Artiple 19 : 1. Le Congsil sénéral é1it un Comité de vérification des pouvoirs chargé

d'examiner et de déterminer la validité des mandats des délégués et de
faire rapport & lfAssemblée pliniérs.

2. Il est prévu un droit dfappeles:tre les déclsions du Comité de
vérification das wnuveire =uprds du bureau de 1'Assemblée plénieras
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CHAPITRE VIII

Article 20 & Les recettes du Congrés Juif Mondial comprennent

a) Les contributions des organisations membres qui seront fixdes sslon un
3 . » ’ . - rl
bardme & sdopter par l1'Assemblée pléniers at/ou le Gonseil geéneral

b) D'autrss contributions bénévoles provenant d'organisations ou de
particuliers,

CHAPITRE IX

Amandaments 2 la Constitution

Article 21 3 La présente Constitution ne peut &tre amendés que par décision 4d'une
Assemblée plénisre & laquelle trois querts au moins des membres oconstitusnts
sont représentés, Les amendements devront 4tre adoptés 2 le majorite des
deux tiers des délégués présents et participant au vote,

CHAPITRE X

' Dispositions finales

Article 22 : Bi la conduite efficace des effaires du Congrés Juif Mondial 1l’exige, la
Comité Exécutif a gualité pour prendre les mesures appropriées aux fins
d'immatriculation ou 4'incorporation dans un ou plusieurs pays ainsi
gqu'aupres d'une autorité ou organisation quelconque.

Article 23 s la présente Constitution entre immédiatement en vigueur.

La présents Constitution du Congrss Juif Mondial a été adoptée le
juillet par son Assemblée pléniere tenus 4 Montreux (Suisse).




POLITICAL COMMISSION | 4/7/1948.

RESOLUTION

The Position of Jows of Former Enemy Nationality

The World Jewish Congress rccalls

that Jews of former enemy naticnality were, during the
war, not only the vietims of persccution in cnemy countries, butb
have actively supported the Allicd cuuss o8 the natural opponents
of Nagi and Fasclst aggression;

e ccssation of hostilitics

that, nevorthelcss, oven 5
v 13icd countries asz enemy

guch Jews are still trcaied in so
nationals;

that their asscis in 4llied countries have not been
generally exempted from measures of seigzure and confiscation;

that they are gtill discrimineted zgainst in several
Allied countrics as ccncerns their economic rights including the
right towork -and are denied the right of becoming naturalised;

appeals, therefore, to all Lllied nations to exempt,
ingofar as this has not yet been done, Jews of former enemy
nationslity from a1l lcegal disabilitics, inecumbent upon former
enemy mmbticnals;

calls upon the Allied Hations to exempt, insofar as this
hes not yet been done, from all measures of ssgusstration and
geizure 2ggsts in Allisd cgountriess whigh bkclong to Jewes of former
enemy nalticnalily;

expresses its gratuiide ftc those L1ilied and other govern-
ments which agsisted Jows of former enemy nation2lity resident in
their eountries by granting them refuge, the right to work and
naturalisztion, and urges all other goveraments to follow such
" gxamnpls;

urges that suveh Jows ay have been deprived of their
citizenship by former cnomy countrizs shonld not be compelled or
gubjected to any pressure, direct or indircel, 1o resume their
formcr nationalilty, should not be considcered in law or in fact as
enemy alien naticnals and that this loos of nationality shall be
legally consitrucd to have commenced from the date that the decrss
depriving said Jews of their naticnality became the law ¢f such lands.
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RESOIUTION ON PUNISHMENT OF
WiR CRIMINALS.

The World Jewish Congress, recalling the repeated and solemn pro-
clamations of all iliied Governments that all guilty of crimes
against humanity would be brought to justice irrespective of the
nationality of the victims, protests against the fact that large
numbers of those who were guvilty of crimes against the Jewish people
have remained unpunished and, in many instancies, have not been
brought to trial, especigily in the Western Zones  of Germany and

Jastriag

notes with deepest concern that the most crusl crimes against human-
ity committed against Jews of former enemy nationality or against -
Stateless Jews have been excluded from the competence of the TInter-
national Tribunal of Nuremberg and of 4llied M{ilitewry Courts.

The World Jewish Congress registers its strongest protest against _
the dissolution of the Internastionsl War Crimes Commission at a time
when tens of thousands cf prima facie war eriminals had been neither
indicdted nor surrendered to governments anxious to institute crim-
inal proceedings against them. '

In registering its vigorous protest against the permission granted
to persons under suspicion of having eommitted crimes against human-
ity to occupy public office in Germany and ustria or elsewhere,
the World Jewish Congress expresses its profound indignation at the
intention of Allied Governments to leave the prosscution of war
crimes and crimes agalnst humanity within the exelusive competence
of German Courts. The World Jewish Congress appeals, in the name

of justice, to all Lllied Govermments to intrcduce appropriate
measures which will enable sllied Authoritieg to exercise appro-
priate control of the administration of justice tc¢ include provi-
sions for the re-examination of court sentences.
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The World Jewish Congress calls upon the United Wations to make the
principles embodied in the Charter of the International Military
Tribunal the bhasis of International Criminal Law, to be applicable
in times of war and peace without regard to the nationality of the
viectims and to institute adequate procedure anrd machinery to attain
-this end. '
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(1)

(3}

(4)

RESOLUTION ON TEE PCSITLON

OF THE JEWS IN AUSTRIA.

The Second Session of the World Jewish Congress declares that
an ever increasing part of the Austrian population hus hogone
conscious of the crimes committed by the Nazi regime against the
Jews, and that they are prepared to fight, in 2 unified frons,
together with the viotims of Nazism against a revival of Nazism.

The Congress further expresses 1ts apprehension that Nazi forces
in Austria are still working, through propaganda and attempts

at reorganisation, for the revival of Nazism and that they are
galning strength and consolidating their positions in the econom-
ic and administrative spheres.

The Congress states that little has been done oe yet t0 redrsss -
the wrongs done to the Jews of Austria and that there has been
great delay in the application of laws already passed, and
gspecially that a number of laws which were promised and are of
importance for Jewish rehabilitation, have not yet been enacted.

The Congress expresses the hope that in the forthcoming treaty
with Austria and in the domestic law and practice, gusrantees
will be 1laid down which will make a revival cof Nazism impossible
and will secure the existence and rehabilitation of the Jewish
community.
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The morning session of the eighth day of the Assembly opened
at 11.45 a.m. with DE.HAHUM GOLDMAIN in the chair.

DR:S.PEDERBUSCH(U.S.4.) introducing the resolutions of the
Cultural Commis$ee deplored the divisions in Je.ish cultural life,
partly due to geographical dispersion,but partly also to
internal differences of opinion &ss manifested Dby the recent
convocation of tvo ¥Yiddish cultural congresses at loggerheads
with each cther, The subiect had been fully threshed out in
committee,and the gveaker was hanpy to announce that agreement
had been reached that the Jorld Jewish Congress should call
a Cultural Congress uniting and unifying all strats of the Jewish
pecple the world cver.'Let us restore to the young generation
the great arnd eternal Jewish cultural heritage " the soeaker
concluded amid applsuse.

MR,I,JEFROYKIN (France),chairman of the Cultural Committee
confessed that he had feared that theoretical cultural issues
rather than practical wvorkaday politics,would prove a stumbling
block on shich agreement might be shattered. But his fears had
happily proved baseless. In formerly flourishing Jerish communities
of Eastern Burope, 98 per cent of children had received full-time
Jewish education,whereas today the highest achievement was that
of American Jewry with 20 per cent of the children receiving only
the rudiments of a Jesish education. Irn the cultural field Jewxry
was in retreat,and i1t was the duty of Congregs to retrieve that
state of affairs

EVER-HADANI (Israel) well-known Hebrew novelist,member of
the International ¥.E,N, Club brought greetings on behalf of Brit
Ivrit Olamit,the Association of Hebrew WVriters.He said that
Hebrew literary production in Palestine was the result of 70
years of intensive cultural developments. Hebrew witings were a
clarion call to the martyred Jewish people of the Diaspora; they
described snd analysed real life snd were not a literature based
on the psychosis of martyrdom, He called on Jewry not only to
fight but alsc urged it to parficipste in constructive works in .
all fields. He was for unity of the Jewigh people in the spirit
of the noble genius of their heritage.




)—-42)—\

CHAIM GRATE, the eminent Yiddish poet, who spoke at the
invitation of the Cultural Committiée defined the purpose of con~
temporary Yiadigh literature a2 re-creation of the glorious Jewish
and social education of the Jewigsh masses. There was no intrinsic
conflrict between the egthetic amd the dialetic schools of litera—
ture., ¥Yiddish literature had always been a fighting literature
that had grown out’'of the peonle and for the people. There was no
inbtringice comflie, either, belwesen Yiddish and Hebrew. The ¢~
was a bridge glving access to the other. The Jews would never
forget Yiddish as they had forgotten other languages. They had
picked 1t up by a historical hazard but hal transformed it into
the very spirit, the very flesh and blood of the Jewish pecple.

The Yiddisgh language had inspired the lives of the Jewish people.

It was in Yiddish that the commendfor the Rising in the Warsaw
Ghetto had besn given. The speaker expressed his pleasure - covdlal
relations that had developed between Yiddish and Hebrew v .iers and-~
hoped that this cordiality would meture into a profound comradeship,
The promotion of culture was one o0f the mosh importemt tasks before
Congress. Culture was not a luxury, éver at a time when the Jewish
people wers fighting on many fronts, of which the most momentous

wag Isrsel. Culture wag at the basis of Jewigh survival.

MR.B.MsRE (Poland),chairmsn of the Assceiation of
Jewigh Writers in Poland,welcomed the calling of a unified Congress
of Jewigh culture.He thought *the time when ¥here was a struggle
betweern Hebrew and Yiddish had passed., The duty of the Congress was
to take interest in Jewish literary producticm also in other langua—
ges.The broad outlines of Jewish cultural policy should rest on
the assumpition of continuity of Jewish spiritual activities since
the Bible,and cn the necessity for stimulating educational work
and the renascence of Jewish culture.

DR. 7. XKAHANE (Israel) saild %he situastion in Tiaspora now
impelled the kizrachl Party to change their attitude and they
agreed that Congrese should Jook after cultursl affairs.He aennounced
that Radio Isreel was preparing a great programme of broadcast
in the Yiddish language.

¥R,S.,FISZGRUND (Poland) objected to the texm "diasporal
uged in the culbtural rcégoluticns as having a derogatory sensc.

¥R, Y, BFROYKIN (France) chairmen of the Committee dgniei
that the term was used in such a sensec,butb agrced to substitute
the %erm "Zhutz Leeretz® (Outside Israel).

The two eultural Regsolutlonsg wore carricd unanimously
by acclamation.

- SO A
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Ths afternoon session opemed a% 4 p.m., with DR.NAHUM GOLIMANN
in the chair. -

DR.JOACHTIM PRINZ (United States) submitting the report of the
Organisation Cormittee said fthat the new Constitution of thé Vorld
Jewish Congress, presented for the approval of the Asgsembly, "was the
result of the meeting of many minds end many men of goodwill, He was
happy to report that it had Dbeen unanimously adopted in Committee.

The Constitution was adopted unanimously by the Assembly
following & shord debate in which Dr.S.Levenberg ?Great Britain) moved
an amendment which intended to extend associate membershiv of the
World Jewish Congress to national and not only international organisations
Thig, in view of Dr.Levenberg might enable bodies 1like the Board of
Deputies to Jjoin Congress. The asmendment was dropped after the Chairman
had explained that associate membership involved egual obligations
to constituent membership without cffering the same privileges.

Another amendment moved by Mr, fcom. - calling for an
inereased number of seats for medium-sized cormunities in the Executive
organs of the Congress was dropped after the Chairman had made some
comment on the principles upon which the key of representation had been
based.

o VE.SIDNEY SILVERMAN, M.P., introlucing the report of the
Political Committee said that the unenimity of the Political Commission
rnight be a great distress to those people Who have been passimistically
forscasting that the sscond pleniry sasembly would be merely a Fforum -
for a clash and a conflict between Bast and Test. That had not happened.

OF course one could not say thab the delegates were of the same mind

about every matter in the worid. The road by which each delegation and sach
person travelled vas, however, never any merit in producing an urnanimous
Tegolubion Trom people Who were all of one miné. The merit was in producing -
an unanimoug decision by neople to follow different opinions but who'

had & common objoetive and that was what had bteen achieved. "Indeed”,

aaid br.Silverman, "if I may be a 1ittle frivolous for a moment I would
suggest that the United Nations might take an example from the ¥orld

Jewish Congress, If they would like a 1little hely in producing a similar
agreenent, I would suggest to them that they might do worsé at the next
Security Council than send wr.iMixeky instead of ~v.Molotov, Mr.Potergorsky
instead of vr.Marshall end, in all humility, instead of ¥r.Bevin, me.
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All the delegatss had as their first loyalty and first
obligation the duty as citizens of their respective countrleo,
hut there Were so e questions on vwhich no Jew could afford to
be neutrak: 2@ wag the desire and necesaity for peade. Jews
were the iirat and’ worst victims in any war; another the necessi-
ty to halt the progress cof Fagscism. Nor could they be neutral
about racial discriminaticn or about snti-Semitism. The common
fight of the buman race for freedcem was silgo a Jewish fight,.

Following the report of the Political Committe a numher of
resolutions were submittéd for alo-tion by the Assembly during
the aftsrnoon gepgsion.

Declaration of Primnciples; a resolutlon protesting against
the masccacre by the Ar.b legion of the Xfar Btzion settlers; and
againgt the fact that the viétimg had not yet been buried in
accordance with Jewish rites; further rescolutions on desecration
of Jewish cementerieca in Germany, on Jews in Arab lands, anti-
Semitism, war criminals, genccide, Germany, Austria, on Jews of
ex~enemy nationality and on human rights.

All these resolutions Uere atopted unanimously. Their tex
is being made avalalble to the Press ssparately.

A number of gpealers participated in the debate whieh pre-
ceded the adoption of the resolutions presented by the Politiecal
Committoe.

Among them was MR.D. TREGER (U.3. Zone of Germany) who -
calied upon Congress bo resist very stroagly thé new wave of
antLHSemltlsm unleashed in Germa ny by pro-Mazils, who during the
last fow days have especially beoen using the dlfficulties
from the currcncy reformg vo foster anew hatred of the Jews.

ER. E. LANDAU (U.S, ZOne of Germany) eznreused that
the resolution ”01ﬂg on record agalnsﬁ the retum to German
Jurxﬁlctlon of formerly Gorman territories were Jewsg lived would
increase Germen aantistconiiisn without influencing the Allies.
Congress should follow a vcalistiec policy and not one guided by
111u81ons.

MR. S, 8. SILVER.AN Li. P. replied that the passage referred
to was a logical sequel to amother resolMti.on which provided that
no Jew non outsice Germany should be permitted to come back under
German sovereigniy.

Reprcsentatives of DPs from the American and the French Zone
declared that ilr, Tandaw could not be considersd to have spoken
otherwise than in his own name. The Chairman replied that Ir. Tan-
dau had net celaimed to have spoken on hohalf of the delegation.

RABBI JOBEIPHE GABRIEL (U.S5.A.) vice~chairman of the Political
Committee said the political resolutions ex-res<ed the spirit of
the Jewigh »neopnle’s gtrugsle for its 1ghﬁs to 1live a free naﬁlonal
cultural life. This mcant fthat the Jewg demanded mcre than just
their human rights. The wowid would never be free and geoure unless
the Jews Vere permitted .to live as onc of the free mations of the
world.



WR.A RAISKY (France) ezpressed his sabisfaction over the
ananimous sadoption of resolutions, He said the fight against USSR
goupled with = renewal of a strong Germany were steps preparatory
fo A third world war which could bring few terrible dsngers to the
Jews.

MR.M.OREN (Israel) saicé that resolutions moved during this
Assembly proved the existence of forces declaring themselves in
favour of real democracy; these forces saw in the Soviet Union a
champion of freedom and psace, :

TR.DAVID PETERGORSKY (U.S.A.) declared on behalf of the
American delegation that wnity over political resolutions was about -
the best service which delegations cculd render to the Jewish people.

Tt Showed also the truly democratic nature of the "orld Jowish Congress.,
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The~late night scssgion ope. 4 abt 1.15 a.m. with Dr.lahum Goldmann
in the chair. ‘

DRLJLEV ZELMANOVITS introducing a joint resolution of the Political
Committee and the Committee for Reconstruction on Displacel Persons,
conveyed amidst applausgc a message of solidarity to the Jewish Digylaced
Persons in the camps of Germany, Austria, Italy and Cyprus on behalf of
the Agsembly. He paid tribute to the magnificent discipline which the
D.P.'s had shown inspite of continued disappointments against which they
had set an unparalleled moral resistances The speaker said the Commibtee
on Reconstruction had the advantage to hear Prof.William Haber, Jewicgh
Adviser to0 the U.S.military Government in Germany and representatives
of all Central Committees in Germeny, Austria and Italy. AlL reports

s sounded 2 note of most serious warning especislly ss regsrds the
position in Germany and Austria which had deteriorated during the last
few days as a result of the poliéy of theWestern Powers aining at an
inereased transfer of authority to the Germans.This haé entailed a
st iffening of the Germen attitwde and had stroengthened Nazi elements
in both zones, which were showing incércasing tendencies to come out
again into the open. In some regicns, especially of Austria and Italy,
the personal of the International Refugee Organigation was moreover
openly discrimineting against Jows although therc was little doubt
that such attitude was not in accorfance with Headquarters policy.

MR.I.FRIDEAN (France) on behalf of former Jewish Partisans and
War Veotorans in France, c¢alled for the formation by Congress of an
int ernational organisation of Jewish Exz-Scrvicemen, Partisans and
Ghetto FPighters by convening a confercnce of leaders of guch fighters
from every country. National organisations of thisg kind alrcady existed
in Poland, Czechoslovakia and elscwhero.

MR.M,GRABOVSKY (Isracl) ocx-member:of the Jowish Brigade, had
expressed his approval on bohalf of ox~scrvicemen ¢f Isracl.

The assenbly took note of the initiative taken by the Ezeccutive
of the ¥World Zionist Organisation with the participation of the Viorld
Jowish Congress and other boldies, for the erection of 2 memorial
(Yed Vashomlnear Jerusalem to the 6.000.000 Jewish vietims. The
Chairman underlined the symbolic significance of the site chosen.



DR.N,GOLDEANN, from the Chair announccd that although & great
deal of unanimity had been achicvod so far, cortain difficulties
nad arisen at the last moment which made 11 noecessary for the scssion
to be adjourned now ané to resume at a later hour on Tuesday. Since
some delegates had made arrangements to lesve Montreux early on Tuesday,
the Presidium, after comsultation with the telegations concerned, had
rosched a gentlemen's agreement sccording to which each delegation
will retain the original number of votes alloted to it by the Credembisls -
Cormittee, irvespective of the number of dolegates present when the
vote will be taken, The Chajrman stressed that 1t was clearly undoxr—
steood by all concerned, thot-thi- exoeptional srrengoement  ¢oa. in.ne Way
serve as & precedent for the future.

The session adjourned at 2.10 a.m.
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he Final Sescilon of the World Jewish Congress Second Plenary
Agsembly opened on Tuesday &t 1 p.m, with DR.NAHUL GOLDHANN in the
chair.

MR.LRON MEISS, Presicent of the Representative Council of”
French Jews, brought the greetings of French Jewry. The Council,
which represented Jews of all views throughout France, had co~
cperated with the Vorld Jewish Congress, especially in jJuridical
matters and he hoped that thig co-operation would be maintained
in future. The spsaker referred to the recent pogroms in Morocco
and said & formal assurance had been received from the French
Government that due punishment weuld be meted out and that steps
would be taken to prevent any recurrence of such outbreaks.

MAJOR PINCHAS 8TERN, Secyciary-General of the Asgsociation of
Jewish partisans in Poland read a statement ¢n behalf of the Polish
delegation c¢alling uwon the World Jewish Congress to proclaim
April 19th, day of the Warsaw rising, as a national holiday of the
Jewish people.

The Chairman then anncunced that further messages had been
received from all parts of the world, including & message from
Mr.Auster. mayor of the Jewish part of Jerusalem, and from
Mr.Henry Wallacc.

¥lections

Dr.Nghum Goldmann then proceeded to the clection c¢f the
Bxeccutive Committee. ALL Celegabcs and guests rose to their feet
and applauded when Dr.STTPHEN S.WISE was proposed as President of
the World Jewish Congress. The proposal of DR.NAHUM GOLDMANN as
Chairman of the Executive lommittec and of DR.IECN A.L.XUBO™ITZKL
ag Chairman of the Gsneral Zouncil was also accepted by acclamation.

Before proceeding to present the list of members of the
future Fxecutive Cormittee, the Chairman said it was a sign of the
growth of the orgouluation that when they met first at Geneva in 1936
they had electcd an Xxecutive of nine. Now itwas a problem of
accommodating representatives of some sixbty countries and it would
prove impossibvle to €irect activities of the ¥orld Jowish Congress
from one centre only. It was therefore proposed that part cof the




Hxscutive should be in the “iegtern Hemisgphere with Headquarters in

Yew York, and other parte in BEurope end in Israel, but it should be
clearly understood that this Executive, In spitc of the gcographical
dispersion would be one organ. It would be fot the newly clccted
FExzecutive to decide upon the division of work; but it ghould be clear
to all that matters of principle and major policy would be decided by
the Executive as a whole. Some countries would nominate their re~
presentatives on the Zxccutive ot & later.date. There were for instance
& number 0f Latin American countrieg not represented at this conference.
for whom seats had been reserved,

The full list of nameg of the members of the Executive Committes
as proposed Will be found in the supplement to this Press Communique. '

Before the Chairman proceeded to take the vote, & number of
speakers made statements clarifying the attitude of their respective
delegations or groups within the orld Jewish Congress, to the eléctions.
Among those who spoke were Mr.A.Raisky, Pr.Joachim Prinz, WMr.Oren,
Mr.S.Burg, Mr.Anselm Reiss, Dr.I.Schwarzbart, Mr.F.Hollander,
Mr.A.Xovensky and Capt.Mirsky.

At 2.15 p.m. the vete was taken. Thers was no dissenting
vote, but in accordance with an agrcement bebtween the Executive and
a number of delegations it was pubt on record that 27 delegates had
abstained from voting.

Firgt among the final speakers who were called by the Chairman
as the concluding sessgion drew te its close, was LADY RTEADING {Great
Britain). She said thsy had all learned a great deal during this
Congress, about one another ancd of the problems that wers confronting
them. They had faced their differences and learncd how to reconcile
them and how to reach agreement. As the first speaker of the newly
elected Executive Committee, Lady Realing declared, she would like to
gay that they would work in the spirit of agrecment, tecause such a
spirit was best for the Jewish people as a whole. They hoped they would
be Pound not unworthy of the Hfust pul in thom-Lady Reading paid
tribute to the preparatory work Cone in New York and in London where
the British éclegation had compiled the bulk of the working papers
upeon which the Committees had relied. She also pald a gpecial tribute
t0 Dr.G.M.Riegner who had handied the organisaticn ofthe Second Assembly
in the most efficient way, and to all delegates, who never slept, -
never ate, noéver grew tire? of listening to speeches or making themy
"I would just end on a notewith whicgh, I am sure, you will all gree,

Ve will work together and stand together, and I hooe that the bhodies
which have not Joined ng Fet —~ such as the Board of Doputies ~ will.
come in and strengthen us, Tecause in unity lies our only hope of
survival."” :

DR.STEPHEN S.YISE toock the floor amid louwd cheers, with all
the delegates and guests rising to their feét. "We accept the duties
and commibments of unity whieh your vote has placcl upon us”, hs said.
They would do all within their power, within the laws of the lands
in whieh thoy were living, to help build, to ssrve, %o strengthen
Sho Ctabs of Israsl, "We shall ¢o all that it is vpossible to do -
and T am serving notice of this intention of ours on the United Nations
ané especially on France -~ to proiect and safeguard the endangered
Jewries in the Arab lands; let the Arabs of the Wear and Viddle Bast
and of Torth Africa understand that they must reckon with the counscicence



of mankind. Ve shall not allow another Hitlér pogrom against Jews. Ve

are resclved to be peacemakers in the world, bui on one condition: The
peace we crave must be a peace of justice and righteocusness, of human

egrality and human freedom.” S ‘

Dr.Wisc said he had been a lad of 24 years when he attended
the 2nd Zicnist Congress. Hiz teachers had thought him crazy. Two months
before he died, Theodor Herzl had told him : "I shall not see the Jewish
State ~ but you, Wise, will live %o see it.7 - "Memifully, it has been
granted to me to see the fulfilment of this great vision. And I am
telling you: There will be peace in Israsl before the end of 1948. I
was a half-Jew when I attended my first Zionist Congress; I grew to be
a Jew, fully, passionately, when I went tc Poland in 1936. There I
felt and realised that T belonged to a greab people; to & people which
suffered in silence and in-dignity., & people of courage - that courage
‘which culminated in Warsaw, From the WVarsaw of 1936 I went to Geneva
where my vision of a great, a complehensive, a fighting organisation
uniting Jewry throughout the world, was shared by two comrades -~ the
1ate Leo Motzkin and Nalmm Goldmenn.

I think you have made a mistake in electing me to the office
of President of the Vorld Jewish Congress; T am too old by now to be
your Fresgident. But if need be, I shall bow to your judgement in all
humility, I ghall scrve you with all my strength and up %o the last hour
of my life I shall be devoted 10 the service ofmy people. A people
united, invineible, unshakeable, indestructable,

DR.NAHUM GOIDMANY, Chairman of the Executive Committee, first
paid tribute to divers groups within Congress which by Thelr sense of
regponsibility had enabled this Assembly to emerge ag a2 united and
unified organisation.

"I do not often use thse Ttexrm "historieal™ ~ but I look upon
this Congress of ours a s & historical event. Nobody could foresee fiom
the outset if i% would be possible to establish unilty. Had we falled,
it would still have been our sacred duty to atitem b to achieve that.

W ARV, BOWGTON WO LNC parying Go-day 10U woazonud bub stronzthencd.™

) - The new Executlve, Dr.Goldmann said, faced a difficult task.
1t was a large body of complex . composltion, both geographlcally
and politically and all those who have been elzcted to office have
taken upon themselves a heavy burden. They were determined to discharge
thelir duty to thse utmost of their ability. They would defend Jewish
rights wherever dsfence wag required; they would asseist Israel wherever
Israel might ask and need such assistance: they would not hesitatée to
criticlze Governments which infringed Jewish rights, and they would

net shrink from prailsing Governments which stood up for the equality

of their c¢itizens in law and fact. They would without fear or favour
attack or pralse whether these Governments were headed by Truma or Stalin
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whether- ttew were Governments of Vénezuela, Guatemala, Rumania or
Czechoslovakia. They-would joln all peoples: which were fighting

for a better world, and would seek to find allles where such allles
could be found.

THe new ExXecutive would be  facing a difficult task especlally
because: theyrwere entering a difficult era. They. lived. in times of
ideological and political conflict which at times assumed most brutal
forms. These werer not easyr times for aaghody especlally for the:
Jewish people. These wers-times: when misgtrust, suspicion and distortion
reigned supremey poisoning public 1life in general and relations
between the Jewish and non-Jewish world. in particular. They’ called
Tor a cool, intelligent, visionary Jewish policys-

In the two years to come before theyr met. again, they  must
tackle two princlple tasks: First they had to maintagin and strengthen
the Jewlsh position in any part of the world where Jews lived, to
be> ever-vigllant against dangers looming in many lands, to prewvent:

a renewed threat to the lives of our people. Second, the Woerld Jewish
Congress and the Jewlsh people musi make whatever modest. contribution
theyrcould to fashior this troubled world intoc a world of peace, of
securltyy, of amity-among nati¢ns;, religions and races. The interests
of the-Jewlsh people coincided with progress: throughout the world..
They would not be able “to secure Jewlish rights and achieve Jewish
safetys, unless peace and sécurity were establliehed for all the peoples
of the globe, .

Dr.Goldmann enied by -expressing the hope that when they meet
agaln two years hence, they.would meel as the reppesentatives of
Jewisgh communities which had prospered and whose positilons had

improved; he hoped fervently-that Dr.Stephen Wise, that great leader
of Jewryrand of the World Jéwish Congress, would be with them and

that Israel would have achieved consolidation and grown strong
among its neighbours and among the nations ofa world at peaces

, After Dr.Goldmann had expressed the: thanks and appreclation
f the Executive: and of the Assembly-to Dr.G.M.legner, to the
ads: of Departments: and their staff, who had made it possible for
this Congress to proceed smoothly under improvised and often difficult
conditions,; the Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress
ended shortly before 3 p.ms on Tuesdays afterncon, Jaly 6th to the
strains of "Hatikvah", the Jewish natTonal anthem.
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GENERAL POLITICAL RESOLUTION.

E, the representatives of Jewish communities and organisations
throughout the world, gathered at the Second Plenary Assembly of

the World Jewish Congress at Montreux, Switzerland, declare :—

I.

We reaffirm the unity of the Jewish people and their desire to live, in
equality and dignity, in a world of peace, democracy and international
co-operation, and together with other democratic peoples, to contribute
to the freedom and happiness of mankind.

. The tragedy of the past twelve years has demonstrated that the primary

conditions of Jewish survival are the independence and security of the
State of Israel, the elimination of the forces of Fascism everywhere and
the establishment of those conditions under which free Jewish economic,
cultural and spiritual development is rendered possible and encouraged.

. The Jewish people are profoundly convinced that the free political

economic and cultural development of mankind can be achieved only
in a world united in dedication to the peace and welfare of mankind.
The Jewish people, therefore, view with grave concern those developments

-whose results, and, in some instances whose purposes, are to divide

the world into conflicting and antagomistic spheres of interest. We
urge the nations of the world to co-operate in complete unity and to
resist division by strengthening the authority of the United Nations, by
promoting, earnestly and whole-heartedly, the work of the United
Nations, and by facilitating the co-operation of the peoples of the world
through voluntary international democratic organisations.

. As a people whose traditions and ideals are based on the fundamental

principles of democracy and social justice, and whose fate is inseparably
linked with the future of the democratic system, the Jewish people are
resolved to work together with all democratic groups for the advance-
ment of democracy and for the right of all human beings to security,
peace and liberty.

. We regard anti-Semitism both as an integral element in the attempt to

subvert human liberty and as one of the gravest threats to the survival
of the Jewish people. We, therefore, assert that it is the responsibility
of all governments to eliminate anti-Jewish as well as all other forms of
racial discrimination. It is no less the duty of the Jewish people to
co-operate with all friends of freedom in a common struggle for social
progress and a durable peace, and in opposing racialism and all other
forces tending to increase the danger of war,

I




6. In view of the challenge to the Jewish people by reactionary anti-
. democratic forces throughout the world, we affirm that our common
purpose is to secure the status and rights of the Jewish people everywhere,
10 contribute to the advancement of democracy and to establish con-
ditions favourable to the creative development of Jewish economic,
cultural, spiritual and religious life. It is, therefore, imperative that
effective co-ordination be achieved between Jewish effort and activity
in all lands, and that the World Jewish Congress, as a world-wide
organisation operating with collective responsibility and purpose, be
supported and strengthened.

7. To render the World Jewish Congress an even more effective instrument
of Jewish survival, Jewish communities in all lands should constitute
and organise themselves democratically and on a representative basis
in order that they may contribute freely and in complete equality to.
the tasks and responsibilities of the world-wide organisation and that
they may be able 10 deal more effectively with the particular problems.
affecting their respective communities. Where such democratic national
Jewish bodies already exist, they should be fully supported by all Jewish
groups in those lands,

8. Since the formal inguguration of the World Jewish Congress in 1936,
it has consistently pursued the policy of co-ordinating the Jewries of
the world on a programme of constructive self-help, mutual aid and
solidarity, so as to form an effective world-wide organisation through
the voluntary unity of Jewish communities’ and organisations, acting
co-operatively for the rights, liberties and survival of the Jewish people.

9. It is the fundamental aim of the World Jewish Congress to achieve the
aforementioned purposes by functioning as the demnocratic and repre-
sentative organisation of the Jewish people.

DECLARATION ON ISRAEL.

S representatives and spokesmen of the broad masses of the Jewish

people throughout the world, we hail with pride and joy the establish-
ment of the State of Isracl. We offer our boundless gratitude to our fellow-
Jews in Eretz Israel for the fulfilment of the millenial hopes of our people
for national restoration in the land of our fathers.

We salute the heroism of the Haganah, the Jewish Defence Army, whose
military achievements in the face of fearful odds have added another glorious
chapter to the history of Jewish valour. We salute the courage of Israel’s
Jews who have permitted neither military aggression nor political pressure
to daunt them in their valiant battle for the defence, consolidation and inter-
national recognition of the new State.

The World Jewish Congress calls with confidence on every section of
the Jewish people to support and to sustain with all its resources the struggle
for the independence and integrity of the State of Israel until that struggle
shall have been crowned with final victory. We call on our fellow-Jews
everywhere to give fullest moral and material support to Israel in its
resistance to any efforts which seek to diminish the sovereignty or to reduce
the territory of the new State. In that resistance, we and they are fortified
by the knowledge that we are defending the judgment of the United Nations,
arrived at after exhaustive inquiry and discussion. We protest against the
demands by aggressive powers to jeopardise the rights of the Jewish people
in Israel by political and military action.

We acknowledge with gratitude the action already taken by nations in
according recognition to the State of Israzel. They have spoken not only
for the moral conscience of their own people ; they have reflected the moral
recognition which has been accorded Israel by all men of good will throughout
the world. We appeal most earnestly to all other nations of the world to
follow their example and to match the moral recognition of Israel by men
and women everywhere with political recognition by their constituted
authorities. He have stood with unfailing consistency by the United
Nations. We arc entitled to expect that the United Nations shall now
stand by us. :

The Jewish peeple in the State of Israel and throughout the world has
never sought and does not seek conflict with the Arab peoples. We seek
for the State of Isracl no more than equal status with the other nations of
the world within the framework of the United Nations, as we seck for Jews
everywhere equal rights as Jews and human beings. Because the State
of Israel embodies, as the Yishuv has hitherto embodied, the noble, ethical
and moral values of our people, we are supremely certain that it will seek
to work out its destiny in peaceful co-operation with its Arab neighbours
and on a basis of respect for the human rights and full equality of all its
inhabitants without distinction. The re-establishment of peace in Palestine
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will thus serve the cause of progress in the Middle East and will provide
the opportunity for the renewal of the ancient tradition of Arab-Jewish
co-operation in Israel and other lands throughout the world.

Confident of the justice of the cause of I;;rael, we, the delegates to this
Second Plenary Session of the World Jewish Congress, solemnly pledge
ourselves to support the State of Israel by every means and with all our

resources in the struggle for its integrity and independence ; and in this

i ' its citi 1diers
hour of trial, of struggle, and of fulfilment, we sent to its citizens and so
the ancient fewish greetings : BE STRONG AND OF GOOD COURAGE.

JEWS IN ARAB COUNTRIES.

HE Seccond Plenary Assembly of the World ]ew@sh Congress,
i conscious of its responsibilities in safeguarding the rights of Jews

in all lands;

disturbed about the grave situation facing the Jews living among the
Arab peoples ;

recognising the alarming proportions which anti-Jewish propaganda has
assumed in certain coumtries, resulting in violence and crimes against
the life and property of Jews and culminating in massacre of innocent
people ;

fearing that similar crimes may recur in the future; ' .

calls upon all Arab peoples to follow an attitude of friendship and
brotherhood towards the Jewish communities, who for many centuries
have lived with them in peace as good neighbours, and to resist aggression
and provocation against the Jews ;

i ities to put an end to

appeals to all governments and appropriate authori .
agitggon and propaganda directed against the Jews, to take every possﬂ?lci
measure to prevent dangers facing their Jewish citizens, to bring to tria
and punish those responsible for having committed acts of violence and ﬂio
abstain from all forms of discrimination and oppression directed against the
Jewish people ;

requests the United Nations and all its members to use all thtc;.:r
influence with the countries and govermments concerned to assure the
dignity, security and safety of the Jewish commumitics which are in

danger.
The Congress emphasises the extremely urgent character of this appeal.

4

HUMAN RIGHTS.

THE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, whilst
noting with satisfaction that the United Nations have given priority
in their Agenda to the speedy introduction of a Bill of Human Rights, desires
to emphasise ;

That no such Bill would be worthy of its name unless it secured
effectively full equality by law and in practice for all human beings
without distinction of race, religion, language and sex ;

nor would such a Bill fulfil its purpose umless it excluded from its
protection in respect of their destructive activities individuals and

groups aiming at the destruction of human rights and fundamental
freedoms ;

nor would such a Bill fulfil its purpose without effectively combating
the spirit of intolerance and hatred against natioms, racial or religious
groups, by promoting respect for human rights and fundamental free-
doms and by banning all education opposed to these principles.

The World Jewish Congress declares that an. appropriate procedure
within the framework of the United Nations in regard to petitions. alleging
infringement of human rights is an indispensable prerequisite for the
implementation of a Bill of Human Rights.

The World Jewish Congress reminds all civilised nations of the world :
That the whole Jewish population under Nazi and Fascist govern-

ments in Europe were deprived of all human rights and fundamental
freedoms ;

that Governments failed to take effective heasures to prevent this
suppression of human rights ;

That at present, three years after the cessation of hostilities, in spite
of the victory of the Allied” Democracies, the teachings of Nazism and

Fascism are still spreading intolerance and hatred against the Jews in

many countries ;

that appropriate measures to fight racial hatred and anti-Semitic
propaganda have not yet been introduced by all governments.

The World Jewish Congress solemnly calls upon the nations of the world
to realise that the preservation of human rights and fundamental freedoms
is a vital condition of the survival of humanity and is of particular significance
for the Jewish people, the majority of whom are spread as minority groups
amongst the nations of the globe, and whose group rights, including
facilities for the development of their religions and cultural life, must be
internationally secured.

The World Jewish Congress warns that a repetition of the Nazi and
Fascist onslaught against human rights and fundamental freedoms must

inevitably lead to a mew war, which may result in the destruction of
civilisation.




GENOCIDE.

HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress welcomes -

the Resolution of the General Assembly of the United Nations,
declaring Genocide to be an international crime entailing internmational
responsibility on the part of States and individuals and requesting the
Economic and Social Council to prepare a Draft of a Convention on Genocide
for submission to that body. :
The World Jewish Congress appeals to the Assembly of the United

Nations to adopt as soon as possible a Convention on Genocide, with special -

regard to international machinery for the prevention and punishment of
this crime as well as to effective rules of implementation,

The Congress reminds all Member States of their obligation under the
United Nations Charter to promote Human Rights and calls upon all
Member States to ratify such a Convention without delay.

RACIALISM AND ANTI-SEMITISM.

HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress reminds
all governments and peoples of the world of the recognised and
established fact: . :

That racialism and anti-Semitism is everywhere the forerunner of
Fascism ; :

that the preaching of these doctrines is again being used by the foes of
democracy as one of the main instruments to destroy democracy ;

that racial and anti-Semitic propaganda inevitably undermines respect
of human rights and fundamental freedoms by fostering the spirit of
intolerance and hdtred which must endanger the security of all minority
groups and friendship between nations ; ‘

that democracy cannot be defended against Fascism unless it resists by
adequate means the Fascist onslaught against the equality and security
of all buman beings and unless positive measures are taken to guarantee
that equality ;

that the efficacy of a legislative programme for combating such subver-
sive movements has been amply proven.

The Congress, therefore, appeals to all governments and nations of the
world to outlaw racialism and anti-Semitism, especially by :

Making incitement to hatred against racial or religious groups a punisha-
ble offence under domestic law ; _

prohibiting the misuse of freedom of speech, press or assembly for the
spreading of racialism and anti-Semitism by banning the teaching of racial-
ism and anti-Semitism and by examining the text-books of all educational
nstitutions with this purpose in view ; _

promoting group amity and understanding among all democratic elements
and by effective support of the United Nations’ Education, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO).

The World Jewish Congress calls on all Jewish organisations together with
all non-Jewish democratic and progressive organisations, in those countries
where anti-Semitic movements emerge, to continue and strengthen the
common struggle against anti-Semitism and racialism and the expressions of
them in practice, '

&

GERMANY.
THE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, recalling
the terrible and inhuman sufferings and persecution inflicted upon
the world and, specifically, upon the Jews of Europe by Germany and
the German people, resulting in six million Jewish dead and the
uprooting and homelessness of most of those who, thanks to Allied victory,
escaped this fate ;

mindful of the anti-Semitic propaganda disseminated by Germany and
the German people throughout the world ;

taking account of the incalculable material damage caused to European '
Jewry by Germany and the German people ;

aware of the present state of mind of the German people who do not
show signs of repentance for their misdeeds or any desire on their part
to embrace democracy and to becorme a freedom-loving nation ;

having regard to the persistence of anti-Semitism in Germany ;

reaffirms the previous resolutions adopted by the World Jewish Congress
in regard to Germany and particularly the determination of the Jewish
people never again to settle on the bloodstained soil of Germany ;

voices its deep concern at the failure of the Allied denazification
programme as well as the fact that active Nazis and others who co-
operated with the National-Socialist movement have been installed in-
important posts in the political and economic life of the couniry and
in the administration of justice ;

calls upon the Allied nations, especially the Great Powers, to include in
whatever settlement, temporary or permanent, of the German problem
they may make, the following provisions in favour of the Jewish people
and Jews :— :

(@) Recognition of Germany’s guilt for the unprecedented tragedy which
befell the Jews after the accession of the Nazis to power in Germany.

(&) Payment of reparations by Germaﬁy in favour of the uprooted Jews,
to be used for their rehabilitation and resettlement, primarily in Palestine.

(c) Restoration in full of the economic rights of Jews in and from Ger-
many, insofar as it has not yet been done by the Allies. Whenever
restitution is impossible or inappropriate full compensation should be
made therefor. The export of the property or compensation coming under
this proviso should be facilitated and exzpedited. B

(d) Heirless and unclaimed Jewish property should be assigned, insofar
as 1t has not yet been done, to a Jewish organisation representative of the
Jews in and outside Germany and used for rehabilitation and resettlement
of Jews in the countries of the residence of the victims and in Israecl,
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(¢) The consequences of the failure of denazification and purification of

Germany should be remedied.

(f) All discriminatory legislation should, insofar as it has not yet been
done, be abrogated and provisions made to ban the introductionof such laws
and practices as well as of anti-Semitic teachings and practices in the
future. No one shall be prosecuted for the violation of any law to be
abolished as a result of such abrogation.

{£) Germany should recognise a special responsibility towards displaced
Jews who live at present within her berders or who may come there in
future, should be responsible for their maintenance and be obliged to
provide them with the necessary means for their economic rehabilitation
to the extent that this is not being done by the Allies or TRO.

(7)) The legal status of Jews and their communities be guaranteed inter-
nationally.

(z) The implementation of the foregoing provisions should be put under
strict international control and supervision by the proper Allied authorities. .

The World Jewish Congress demands that, in the peace treaties with
Germany, arcas which were detached from Germany and in which there
now reside considerable numbers of Jews and other victims of Nazism and
racial persecution, shall not be returned to Germany.

The Congress regards any attempt to reconstitute the German State as an

economic and pelitical, and, therefore, inevitably a military powet, in the

absence of sufficient evidence of its capacity or willingness to serve the
interests of peace and democracy, as a threat to Jewish security and the

_peace of the world.

DESECRATION OF JEWISH CEMETERIES
IN GERMANY.

HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress

expresses its consternation and indignation at the continued wave
of desecration of Jewish cemeteries in Germany and, in view of the
obvious inability of the German authorities to take effective measures
to put an end to these crimes, demands that immediate preventive
measures be taken and the perpetrators be effectively punished by
the Occupying Powers in whose zones of Germany these misdeeds are
occurring.

The Congress declares further that Germanv’s desire to return to the
community of nations must be regarded as unacceptable by the civilised
world so long as she is not ready and in a position by her own strength to
suppress these new crimes agaiost Jews and Jewish institutions. :
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' JEWS IN AUSTRIA.

HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Cbﬁgres;:cl.éé}éféé‘-r
that an ever-increasing part of the Austrian population has become -
conscious of the crimes committed by the Nazi regime against the- Jews; "

and that they are prepared to fight, in a unified front, together with the -

victims of Nazism, against a revival of Nazism,

The Congress expresses its apprehension that Nazi forces in Austria
are still working, through propaganda and attempts at reorganisation, for
the revival of Nazism, that they are gaining strength and are consolidatin
their position in the economic and administrative spheres. :

The Congress states that little has been accomplished as yet to redress
the wrongs done to the Jews of Austria; that there has been great delay
in the application of laws already passed, and, especially, that 2 number of
laws, whose introduction was promised and which were of importance for
Jewish rehabilitation, have not yet been enacted.

The Congress expresses the hope that, in the forthcoming treaty with
Austria and in her domestic law and practice, guarantees will be laid down
which will make a revival of Nazism impossible and will secure the existence
and rehabilitation of the Jewish community.

PUNISHMENT OF WAR CRIMINALS.

HE Seccond Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, recalling

the repeated and solemn proclamations of all Governments that all
guilty of crimes against humanity would be brought to justice irrespective
of the nationality of the victims—

protests against the fact that large numbers of those who were guilty
of crimes against the Jewish people have remained unpunished and; in
many instances, have not been brought to trial, especially in the Western
Zones of Germany and Austria ; ‘

notes with deepest concern that the most cruel crimes against humanity
committed against Jews of former enemy nationality or against Stateless
Jews have been excluded from the competence of the Intermational
Tribunal of Nuremberg and of Allied Military Courts ;

declares its strongest protest against the dissolution of the Inter-
national War Crimes Commission at a time when tens of thousands of
prima facle war criminals have been neither -indicted nor surrendered
to governments anxious to institute criminal proceedings against them ;

registers its indignation that _the permission shall have been granted to
persons under suspicion of having committed crimes against humanity to
occupy public offices in Germany and Austria or elsewhere ;

The World Jewish Congress expresses its strong condemnation of the
intention of Allied Governments to leave the prosecution of War Crimes
and crimes against humanity within the exclusive competence of German
Courts, and appeals in the name of justice to all Allied Governments to
introduce appropriate measures to enable Allied Authorities to exercise
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appropriate control of the administration of justice and to include pro- -

vigions for the re-examination of court sentences.

The World Jewish Congress calls upon the United Nations to make
the principles embodied in the Charter of the International Military
Tribunal the basis of International Criminal Law applicable in time of war
and peace without regard to the nationality of the victims and to institute
adequate procedure and machinery to attain this end.

JEWS OF FORMER ENEMY NATIONALITY.

. HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, recalling
Tthat Jews of former enemy nationality were during the war not cnly
the victims of persecution in enemy countries, but have actively supported
the Allied cause as the natural opponents of Nazi and Fascist aggression ;
that, nevertheless, even after the cessation of hostilities such Jews are still
treated in several Allied countries as eriemy nationals ; that their assets in
Allied countries have not been generally exempted from measures of seizure
and confiscation ; that they are still discriminated against in several Allied
countrics in respect of their economic rights, including the right to work,
and are denied the right of naturalisation— .

appeals, therefore, to all Allied nations to exempt, insofar as this has
_not yet been done, Jews of former enemy nationality from all legal
disabilitdes imposed upon former enemy nationals ;

calls upon the Allied Nations to exempt Jews of former enemy
nationality, insofar as this has not yet been done, from all measures of
sequestration and seizure of assets in Allied countries ;

expresses gratitude to those Allied and other governments which assisted
Jews of former enemy nationality resident in their countries by granting
them refuge, the right to work and naturalisation, and urges all other
government to follow this example ;

urges that such Jews as have been deprived of their citizenship by
former enemy countries should not be compelled or subjected to any
pressure; direct or indirect, to resume their former nationality; should not
be considered in law or, in fact, as enemy alien nationals, and that this
loss of nationality should be legally construed to have commenced from
the date that the decree depriving said Jews of their nationality became
the law of these countrigs. -

COMMEMORATION OF THE
WARSAW GHETTO RISING,

g ~“HE World Jewish Congress calls on all Jewish communities of the
world to recogmnise the rgth April, the day which means the beginning
of the rising of the Warsaw Ghetto, as a solemn National Memeorial Day,
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DISPLACED PERSONS.

' I.
HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress views -
with deep concern that more than three years afier the cessation of
hostilities almost 200,000 Jewish victims of Nazi and Fascist persecutions
are still forced to live in the camps of Germany, Austria, Italy, Cyprus and
elsewhere,
1L
The Representatives of world Jewry gathered at the Second Plenary
Assembly of the World Jewish Congress send greetings to their uprooted
brethren in the Displaced Persons Camps, They pay high tribute to the
various Central Committees of Jewish Displaced Persons and to the Jewish
D.P.s themselves for their magnificent discipline and high morale, in spite
of many disappointments. They commend the great efforts made by
these survivors for their self-rehabilitation. The World Jewish Congress
representatives appreciate the indefatigable struggle of these Jewish D.P.s
for their national redemption in Palestine.

IiL.

The Jewish D.P.s find consolation in the fact that the Jewish State of
Israel has become an unshakable reality, a state to which the majority of
them desire to go, and should be given the opportunity of doing so, in order
to rchabilitate themselves in security, dignity and peace,

The World Jewish Congress, therefore, appeals to the natious of the
world, as well as to the agencies concerned, and especially to the powers
occupying Germany and Austria, to afford every facility for a speedy and
large-scale resettlement of Jewish D.P.s in Israel.

IV,
The World Jewish Congress is aware of the fact that some Jewish D.P.s
wish to be admitted to countries other than Isracl, especially where the
reunion of scattered Jewish families is involved.

With deep regret the Congress records the fact that many countries of
immigration carry on, in law and in fact, discriminatory immigration policies
against Jews and Jewish D.P.s a policy in contradiction to the letter and
spirit of the United Nations Charter and all basic concepts of human rights,
as embodied in the draft Bill of Tuman Rights.

The World Jewish Congress strongly recommends the adoption by any
government of immigration legislation or practice which discriminates
against the admission to its country of displaced Jewish persons, while
offering special preference to displaced persons not of the Jewish faith,
including some who have themselves participated in the annihilation of
European Jews. The Congress declares that Jews will not and cannot
tolerate or acquiesce in such discrimination.

The World Jewish Congress, cognisant of the fact that anti-Semitism in
post-war Germany has not only persisted but continues to increase in
intensity, thus placing in jeopardy the cxistence of Jewish D.P.s who now
reside on German tetritory, appeals to the Allied Powers to do everything
within their power to stem this trend. In this connection, it urges upon
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these governments a course of action according to which, even after the
administration of Germany territory is returned to Germans, the D.P.s
shall continue to be under Allied jurisdiction and that, specifically, Germans
shall not participate through their police, or in any other manner, in the
contrel or administration of D.P.s camps.

Because of the perils resulting from the rising anti-Semitism in Germany,
it is more than ever urgent that the D.P.s camps be liquidated by facilitating
the emigration of Jews from that country on the basis of top priority.

The World Jewish Congress calls the attention of the Allied Powers to
the fact that a resurgence of anti-Semitism has taken place in Austria
threatening the existence of the Jewish D.P.s and calls upon those powers
to take effective measures to safeguard the Jewish D.P.s and to make
certain that they shall remain under Allied or international jurisdiction.
It demands that the liquidation of Jewish Displaced Persons Camps in
Austria shall be regarded also on a basis of high priority by all authorities
concerned. ‘

VI.

The World Jewish Congress wishes to record its appreciation of the
unique efforts of various Jewish organisations and communities to bring
assistance to Jewish D.P.s and afford them political guidance. It also
expresses its appreciation of the activities of UNRRA and the Intergovern-
mental Committee on Refugees. During the past year, the Preparatory
Commission of the International Refugee Otganisation has been active
on their behalf. The World Jewish Congress wishes to record in this
connection that, as the work of the Preparatory Commission of the
International Refugee Organisation during the past year has not been
effectively administered in certain localities, resulting in iniquities and
unnecessary suffering, it demands that such iniquities will be eradicared
and that this Organisation will effectively implement the important tasks
which have been assigned to it. This Organisation is evidence of the
necessity of an international approach by the nations of the world to the
question of post-war rehabilitation.

VIL :

The World Jewish Congress wishes to express its appreciation to those
military authorities and Jewish advisers who have served the cause of the
Jewish- D.Ps in the various zones of Germany and in Austria for the
assistance they have given to these organisations representing the Jewish
D.Ps. The World Jewish Congress also expresses appreciation to those
governments which have opened their doors to Jewish refugees and which
have granted special consideration to D.P.s. It appeals to these governments
to iﬁhold and continue their laudable approach to this grave humanitarian
problem.
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RESTITUTION, INDEMNIFICATION AND
MASTERLESS PROPERTIES.

Restitution.

g HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress. calls

upon the competent authorities to enact promptly, insofar as it has
not yet been done, all measures necessary to restore to the rightful
Jewish owners or their successors property of which they were deprived
under Nazi or Axzis domination.

The Congress expresses its special concern that no restitution laws have
as yet been cnacted in the British Zone of Germany and in Berlin..

Indemnification.

The Congress calls upon all authorities concerned to enact and implement
at once, insofar as it has not yet been done, measures necessary to compensate
all Jewish victims of racialism and Nazism for the losses inflicted upon them,
insofar as they are not indemnified through restitution.

Implementation of Restitution and Indemnification.

The Congress appeals to all authorities concerned, including the Allies,
to take, without delay, all the necessary and appropriate measures to speed
up the procéss of restitution and indemnification under existing legislation
and to eliminate all existing delays and impediments thereto.

The Congress calls upon these authorities to provide the victims of
anti-Jewish persecution with the means necessary for the repayment of
amounts due by those victims to the present owners, whenever the legal
owner does mot possess these sums, and to put at the disposal of these
victims funds necessary for their economic rehabilitation, n advaunce of
the full recovery of the property, rights and interests of which they were

deprived.

Masterless, Unclaimed and Communal Jewish Properties.
The Congress voices its deep apprehension that masterless and unclaimed

properties which belonged to Jews, and properties of Jewish communities

and organisations, have in most cases not yet been made available for
Jewish purposes.

The Congress calls upon all Governments and authorities concerned to
enact and implement, at the earliest moment, insofar as it has not yet been
done, laws and regulations assigning all such properties, tights and interests,
under their jurisdiction, for purposes of Jewish rehabilitation and recon-
struction in the countries of the residence of the Jewish victims of persecution
and in Israel, and to transfer these assets to appropriate Jewish representative

bodies.
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CHILDREN. :

HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress again directs
the atrention to the tragic problemof Jewish children separated from the
Jewish community through the events of the war and Nazi persecution.

Despite all efforts of Jewish organisations, supported in a few instances
by public and ecclesiastical authoriries, hundreds of such children still
remain in non-Jewish homes and institutions and are thus being deprived
of Jewish education and of contact with their own people.

The Congress appeals to all persons of good will to co-operate in tracing
such children and to have them reunited with the Jewish community. - It
calls upon all the appropriate Jewish bodies to make the maximum efforts
to have this problem solved in the spirit of real humanity and in the vital
interests of the Jewish community. '

KFAR ETZION.

IN consequence of unprovoked Arab attacks against the Colony of Kfar

Etzion last May a large number of Jewish civilian casualties resulted.
It has come to the attention of the World Jewish Congress that between
100 and 150 Jewish dead remain unburied in the environments of this settle-
ment which is now controlled by the Arab Legion of Transjordan, Despite
repeated requests by the Jewish authorities and the International Red Cross
that Jewish representatives be permitted to enter this territory in order to
accord the final rites to these murdered Jews, the Transjordan authorities
have thus far refused to honour such requests.

This Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, consisting of
delegates representing Jews and Jewish communities of almost all the
countries of the world, expresses its deep sense of indignation at this defiance
not only of the laws of war and of nations but of all the established practices
of mankind since early times.

The failure to grant the elementary human right of a lasting rest for these
martyrs among their own people constitutes a flagrant repudiation of even
the minimum standards of human behaviour and buman dignity,

The Copgress therefore appeals to the conscience of civilised mankind
and to the United Nations and to Count Bernadotte, its mediator in Palestine,
to permit the Jewish religious authorities to enter this hallowed territory
so that they miay perform, without further delay, the last rites of Judaism
upon those who have fallen on behalf of their people and their land,

DEMOGRAPHY.

THE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress emphasises
the danger [which threatens |the Jewish people as a result of the

continuous decline in the natural growth of the Jewish population, and con- -

siders the struggle against this phenomen as one of the most important tasks
in the field of Jewish social work. This aim can be achieved mainly through
suitable propaganda and through a system of Jewish social policy, which
will facilitate the creation of families, and which will safeguard the existence,
education and future of Jewish children.

The Second Plenary Assembly directs the Executive to convene, in the
nearest future, a conference of Jewish organisations, particularly those
engaged in the work of social relief, in order to discuss the problem before
-outlined and to decide on the methods of Jewish social work in this sphere.
The Congress recommends that Keren Hatoldoth, which has done so much
pioneering work in this field, shall be invited to participate in such a conference.
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JEWISH CULTURE

Declaration on General Principles

1. Every catastrophe in our history has brought us face to face with the
tragic problem of our survival. This challenge has always been met
by strengthening of the inner cohesion. - S

The present disaster which has no equal even in our long histery of
martyrdom, while alienating certain elements of our people whose ties to
the Jewish root were weak, strengthencd the mational will and deepened
the national consciousness of the muajority of the Jewish people. The
catastrophe broke the indifference to Jewish destiny and strengthened
the will to return to the Jewish fold, while the striving to find forms of
Jewish life which would secure the national continuity has become general.

The emergence of a Jewish State immeasurably strengthens the spiritual
influence of the Yishuv in Eretz Israel upon the Jews of all lands. It
ephances the consciousness of human dignity among Jews and awakens
new national creative forces.

However, the establishment of a Jewish State in Eretz Israel, the realisation
of the dream of fifty generations, renders the question of national continuity
and development in the Galuth even more vital and urgent. At the same
time it would be difficult to imagine the future growth and prosperity of the -
community in Eretz Israel without a parallel development of Jewish national
life outside Israel. :

Throughout the generations the Jewish people had a homogeneous
spiritual outlook moulded by the common Torzh-culture, with its own
essence and ways of life.  Morcover, the mbjority of the Jewish people
until recently had one common language. This almost monolithic spiritual
character of the Jewish people has now been shattered. The Jewish people
is now dispersed over more than ninety countries and, as never before in
its history, is thus affected by a differentiation in language and culture.
The task of linking together the widespread and spiritually divided parts
of the Jewish people is a most difficult and responsible one, which, however,
cannot be avoided or ignored. 'The achievement of this end must become
the lofty historic mission of the World Jewish Congress which has manifested
its common interest in Jews everywhere and is striving to become the
representative organ of World Jewry. _

2. While the spreading Jewish communal activities tend increasingly
towards unity, there still exists grave division and fragmentation in the
sphere of education, this most important facet of Jewish national existence.
There is still lacking a generally recognised and autheritative body able to
lay down general principles of Jewish education. Local communities and
country-wide organisations will have to assume not only the material
responsibility of organising and maintaining a wide net of educational
institutions, but will also have to strive to realise at least a minimum pro-
gramme which will guarantee that every school will inculcate in the Jewish
child an attachment to the Jewish people, its past, its ideals and its hopes
for the future. Jewish education must bring the Jewish child back to the
sources of the Jewish spirit through the Hebrew and Yiddish languages
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and literature. These two languages are not only the outward forms of
Jewish substance, they are themselves an organic part of the Jewish heritage
and a fount of eternal values and creation : Hebrew—as the language of
the great Jewish past and as the living tongue of the Yishuv in Israel, and
Yiddish-—as the expression of Jewish life and Jewish creative power of the
masses outside Israel.

To embrace all Jewish cultural activities-in their entirety would go beyond
the scope of the World Jewish Congress, but the World Jewish Congress
is called upon to stimulate and co-ordinate them. The practical work itself
must be left in the hands of the individual Jewish communities and the
organised Jewish cultural institutions. The World. Jewish Congress must,
however, show a genuine interest for and give its moral and material support
to the central cultural and educational institutions irrespective of whether
they represent the traditional approach to the substance of Judaism, or the
modern conceptions concerning the essence of Jewish culture. The World
Jewish Congress must consider each of these doctrines competing in the
field of Jewish culture as factors which help in varying degrees to uproot
ignorance among Jews and thereby strengthen the foundations of Jewish
survival and of the future of the Jewish people as an entity in its own right
and as 2 member of the family of nadons.

RESOLUTION.

HE Sccond Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress
resolves :— ‘

1. That in all sections of the World Jewish Congress and in its affiliated
organisations, departments and regional councils for culture and education
should be established with the aim of strengtheming and co-ordinating
Jewish education and Jewish cultural work in general. The main task of
these local sections should be to assist in establishing Jewish schools and to
see that they be maintained or subsidised through local governments or
Jewish communities, depending on existing conditions.

These departments and regional councils should also aim at helping to
develop the existing part-time schools into full-time day schools.

2. The Executive is instructed to assist in establishing teachers’ seminaries
in various countries and to expand existing semninaries.

3. The Congress recommends that Jewish commumities in need of help
shall, for a specific period, engage teachers, rabbis and cultural workers
from Israel and other Jewish centres and encourage the publication of text
books in relation to local needs and conditions, as well as the co-ordination
of activities of various centres in this field.

. 4. The Congress calls for the strengthening of educational work among

adults through aid in establishing institutions such as evening classes,
people’s universities, lecture bureaux and the introduction and exchange
of lecturers and artists between various Jewish centres.

5. The Plenary Assembly—

(a) recommends the encouragement by all available resources of cultural
work among Jewish youth organisations of all trends and co-operation
between the various countries in this field,
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(d) resolves to support morally and spiritually the World Union of
Jewish Students and to create scholarships for Jewish youth.

(¢) recognises the importance of the Book Supply activities of the World
Jewish Congress and recommends that this work be continued and co-
ordinated with the activity of other organisations in this field.

(d) recommends the School Adoption Plan of the World Jewish Congress
which helps Jewish schools in various countries, as a very good method
of strengthening the Jewish school system in the destroyed communities and
urges thac this activity should be maintained and expanded.

6. ThePlenary Assembly directs that the World Jewish Congress, together
with other Jewish organisations, continue their efforts to recover as quickly
as possible Jewish treasures which were looted by the Germans before
and during the war in order that they be returned to their owners. Where
there are no surviving heirs left, these treasures shall be handed over to
higher educational and scientific institutions, particularly to the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem.

7. The Plenary Assembly directs the World Jewish Congress to help
ensure the rebuilding and rehabilitation of Jewish schools and such
institutions as lending libraries, museums, monuments. and cemeteries.

8. The Congress welcomes the work of the research institutions and
historical commissions in all countries, and particularly the Institute of
Jewish Affairs which collect and work on the material and documents
in connection with the epoch of the Jewish destruction and heroism
in that period. The collected material should become the common
treasure of the Jewish people and should be centralised in co-operation with
the Institute of Jewish Affairs in one common centre. The existence of
such a centre should not affect the autonomy of their respective national
institutions. The Yad Vashem shall be regarded as such a centre.

9. The Plenary Assembly recommends increased co-operation with
UNESCO and other international organisations which deal with the
strengthening of peace and understanding among the peoples and appeals
to UNESCO to increase its help by re-establishing the destroyed Jewish
cultural institutions which existed in the countries of the German occupation,
by removing discrimination in schools and revising text books which have
discriminatory tendencies.

10. The Plenary Assembly recommends—

(@) the creation of anmual awards for outstanding literary, scientific
and artistic achievements with the aim of encouraging Jewish literature
and science ; '

() the establishment of a special fund for Jewish writers, artists and
intellectuals, to enable them to devote themselves for a given period to
their work.

11. The Plenary Assembly calls on the World Jewish Congress to adopt
all possible measures which can lead to closer cultural co-operation with the
Jews of the Soviet Union.
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12. The Plenary Assembly recommends that the Cultural Department of
the World Jewish Congress publish a central monthly periodical and a
Year Book in which all aspects of Jewish life throughout the world may be
reflected, as well as to support the publication of important local organs,

13. Recognising the necessity of co-ordinating, consolidating and expand-
ing activity in the field of culture and education in all countries and spheres
and welcoming all the initiatives already displayed in organising cultural
activities, the Congress recommends that the newly elected bodies of the
World Jewish Congress convene a World Congress for. Jewish Integral
culture and recommends as a preparatory measure contact with existing
cultural Jewish organisations for this purpose.

14. Considering the radio programmes from Israel as an important branch
of cultural activity for Jews in the diaspora, the Congress recommends
negotiations with the appropriate authorities in Israel in order to organise
such programmes.

15. Regarding cultural work as one of the most important fields of
activity, the Plenary Assembly recommends that twenty per cent. of the
general budget of the World Jewish Congress be allocated to the needs of
the Cultural Department, .

RELIEF.

THE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, having
_heard reports on the relief activities of the World Jewish Congress
during the years of war and after, expresses its appreciation and gratitude
1o all those responsible for the pioneer work done in this particular field.
The Congress also expresses its gratitude to its affiliated bodies whose whole
hearted co-operation made possible the raising of funds needed for the
work of relief and rehabilitation carried out by the World Jewish Congress.

The Congress, faced with the continued mass poverty and sufferings in the
Jewish Communities of Europe and with hundreds of thousands of Jewish
Displaced Persons, expresses its firm belief that more extensive social planning
and broader and more comprehensive social programmes are required to
achieve the rchabilitation of Jews and Jewish Communities. At the same
time, the Congress stresses that the relief work must be done in the spirit
of real democracy, of Jewish national solidarity and of the fullest participation
in its administration on the part of those to whom assistance is being rendered

The Congress calls upon the Executive to influence the relief work done
by the various Jewish bodies in the above-mentioned spirit and to make the
necessary efforts to achieve the co-ordination of the Congress relief activities
with the activities of other major Jewish relief agencies through continuous
consultation and co-operation.

The Congress reiterates the fundamental principle proclaimed by the
World Jewish Congress and realised in its activities, according to which there
e:'_(ists a close correlation between relief and political activities. While recog-
nising the great contribution made by Jewish organisations through mobilisation
of private resources for purposes of direct relief, the Congress therefore feels
that intensive efforts should be made to secure a far more adequate measure
of assistance for Jewish relief and rehabilitation from public resoutces. The
Congress cxpects that the work already accomplished in influencing the
policies of Governmental, inter-Governmental and International Agencies in
obtaining their participation in the work of relief and rehabilitation for the
Jewish population, will be continued in the same spirit with the same vigour
a5 it had been in the past. .

The Congress underlines the exceptional importance of the pi
which the World Jewish Congress has carried oﬁt in the sphere gf?;?ii:rf :vaii
and expresses the hope that it will continue to be effective and active as a
pioneer in the field of future Relief work. '
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CONSTITUTION OF THE
WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

CHAPTER 1
AIMS AND COMPOSITION

Article 1
The World Jewish Congress is a voluntary association of representative
Jewish bodies, communities and organisations throughout the world, which
affiliate under this constitution,
Article 2.

The World }'ewish' Congress is organised to assure the survival, and to
foster the unity of the Jewish people ; and to that end :(—

(a) to co-ordinate the efforts of its affiliated organisations with respect
to the political, economic, social and cultural problems of the Jewish people;
the rights, status and interests of Jews and Jewish

(6) to secure
d to defend them wherever they are denied, violated or

communities an
imperilled; . :
(¢) to encourage and assist the creative development of Jewish social and
cultural life throughout the world ; _
(d) to represent and act on behalf of its affiliated organisations before
governmental, inter-governmental and other international authorities with
respect to matters which concern the Jewish people as a whole.

The World Jewish Congress strives to co-operate with all peoples on the
basis of universal ideals of peace, freedom and justice.

Article 3.

Affiliation with the World Jewish Congress shall in no way affect the
autonomy of affiliates with regard to the internal and religious affairs of
their respective Jewish communities nor imply any authorization to the
World Jewish Congress to intervene in the domestic political affairs of that

Country. .
y Article 4 :

1. Jewish bodies, communities .and organisations, formed and acting in
accordance with democratic principles, which subscribe to the purpose of
the World Jewish Congress and agree to abide by the provisions of this
constitution, may affiliate as constituent or associate members upon approval
by the Executive Committee.

2. (@) Constituent membership shall be granted to only one national
Jewish body, community or organisation in any country.

(&) The constituent member shall be the gemerally recognized or
acknowledged representative Jewish body of the country. In the absence
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of any such boedy, or the failure of any such body to apply for affiliation or
its disqualification, the Executive Committee may accept as the constituent
member for such country that body which in its view best qualifies for
membership.

(¢) Under special circumstances the Executive Committee may by a
two~thirds vote of its members grant constituent membership to such other
bedy or bodies upon such terms and conditions as the Executive
Committee may prescribe.

3. Associate membership may be granted to international organisations
by a twe-thirds vote of the Executive Committee on such terms and con-
ditions as the Executive Committee may find appropriate.

CHAPTER I1.
ORGANS.

Article 5.
The organs of the World Jewish Congress are: The Plenary Assembly ;

the General Council; the Executive Committec; and such subsidiary
organs as the Executive Committee may deem necessary to establish.

CHAPTER I11.
THE PLENARY ASSEMEBLY.

Article 6.

The Plenary Assembly is the supreme authority of the World Jewish
Congress in all matters.

Article 7.

I. The Executive Committee shall summon the Plenary Assembly to an
ordinary session every second year.

2. When circumstances render it necessary, the Executive Committee
may, by a vote of two-thirds of its members, postpone the ordinary session
of the Plenary Assembly for not more than one year. Further postponements
require the approval of the General Council by a vote of two-thirds of its
members present and voting.

‘ Article 8,

1. The Executive Committec shall, upon request of three-fourths of its
members, summon an extraordinary session of the Plenary Assembly.
Members not present may submit their votes in“writing. The business of
such session shall be limited to those matters proposed by the Executive
Committee. '

2. On the written request of two-thirds of the members of the General
Council, the Executive Committee shall summon an extraordinary session to
consider those matters specified in the request. Such session shall be
convened within six weeks from the receipt of the requisition and shall be
held not later than two months from the date of its convocation.
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Ariicle 9.

t. The Plenary Assembly shall consist of delegates elected by member
organisations so as truly to reflect the composition of the respective
community. .

2. The number of delegates allotted to ecach constituent member shall
be determined by the General Council with due regard to the Jewish.
population of the respective country. No country shall be entitled to more
than two-fifths of the total of the number of delegates.

3. The number of delegates atlotted to associate members shall be fixed
by the Exeuctive Committee, but shall not exceed five for any associate

member.
4. The validity of the election or designation of the delegates shall be
subject to confirmation by the Credentials Committee.

5. The members of the Executive Committee and of the General Council
shall have the right to take full part in the proceedings of the Plenary Assembly,
but without voting rights unless they are elected delegates.

Article 10. _

1. The proceedings of the Plenary Assembly shall be conducted by a
Presidium elected by it for the duration of the session.

2, The proceedings of the Plenary Assembly shall be conducted in
accordance with rules of procedure to be proposed by the Executive Com-
mittee and approved by the Plenary Assembly,

3. Every delegate shall have one vote in the Plenary Assembly.

4. Decisions of the Plenary Assembly shall be by a simple majority of
those present and voting unless otherwise provided in this Constitution.

CHAPTER 1V.
Tur GENERAL COUNCIL.
Article 11.

I. The General Council consists of

{a) Representatives of constituent member organisations nominated
by them and elected by the Plenary Assembly.  Any vacancy due to death,
resignation or other reason shall be filled by the respective nominating

organisation.
(b} Not more than ten members elected ad personam by the Plenary

Assembly.
(¢) Not more than fifteen members co-opted by the General Council.

(d) Members of the Executive Committee.
Article 12.

The functions of the General Council shall be to receive and approve
the reports of the Executive Commirtee and to determine policy, programme
and financial affairs in accordance with the decisions of the Plenary Assembly. -
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S Article 13,
1. The General Council shall meet in ordinary session not less than
nce a year. .-
-2. On the written request to the Chairman of the General Counci! by
. not.less than two-thirds of its members an extraordinary session of the
- General Council shall be summoned within one month from the receipt of

" the request and shall be held not later than one month from the date of its
convocation, _

CHAPTER V.
TrHe Exgcurive COMMITTEE.
Article 14.

WTlllg I]Exeg:tiltiv(t_:: Committee conducts the affairs and acts on behalf of the
orld Jewish Congress in accordance with the decisions of the P}
Assembly and the General Council, © ey

Article 15.

1. The Plenary Assembly elects the Executive Committee.

2. The Executive Committee shall have power to fill vacancies arising by
reason‘of death or resignation, and subject to confirmation by the General
Council, to co-opt additional members but not more than one-fifth of the
number elected by the Plenary Assembly, :

CHAPTER VL
OFFICERS.
Article 16,

1. The Plenary Assembly elects the President of the World Tewish
Congress, the Chairman of the Executive Committee and the Chairrgzan ?)f
the General Council. '

2. The President shall be a member of the Executive Committee with
, full rights.

3. If the office of President becomes vacant, the Chairman of the Executive
Comumittee shall act as President until the next meeting of the General
Council which shall elect a President to hold office until the next ordinary

_session of the Plenary Assembly,

Article 17.

1.‘ The General Council fills any vacancy occurring in the off i
Chairman and elects its other officers. 7 8 ¢ office of its

2. The Chairman of the General Council summon d i
the meetings of the General Council. ° ad presides over

22

Article 18.

The Executive Committee fills any vacancy occurring in the office of its
Chairman, elects its other officers and determines its administrative personnel
and machinery.

CHAPTER VII.
Tug CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE.

Article 19.

1. The General Council shall elect a Credentials Commirtee to examine
and determine the validity of the mandates of delegates and to report its
findings to the Plenary Assembly.

2. There shail be a right of appeal from the decision of the Credentials
Committee to the Presidium of the Plenary Assembly.

CHAPTER VIII,
Finances.

Article 20.
The revenue of the World Jewish Congress shall consist of :—

(@) Contributions of member organisations to be determined in
accordance with a key to be adopted by the Plenary Assembly and jor the
General Council, A

(5) Other voluntary contributions of organisations or individuals.

CHAPTER IX.
AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION

Article 21.

This constitution may be amended only upon a decision of a Plenary
Assembly at which not less than three-fourths of the constituent member
organisations are represented. Amendments require a two-thirds majority
of delegates present and voting. :

CHAPTER X.
FINAL REGULATIONS.

Article 22,

If necessary for the effective operation and conduct of the World Jewish
Congress and its affairs the Executive Committee is empowered to take all
the appropriate measures for registration’ or incorporation in any country
or countries and with any authority or organisation.

: Article 23. :
The present constitution shall come into force immediately.
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GENERAL COUNCIL
(Supplement)

The Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, in accord-
ance with Article 13, paragraph 1 (¢) of the Constitution, established the
following key for the election of members of the General Council :

Member organisations representing a country or territory with a Jewish
population—

between 20,000

and 75,000 are entitled o one seat

LIST OF OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE |
COMMITTEE G

elected by the ’ e
Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress:
Dr. Stephen S. Wise—President of the World Jewish Congress.
Dr, Nahum Goldman—Chairman of the Executive Committee,
Dr. A. L. Kubowitzki—Chairman of the General Council.

» 75,000 5, 150,000 5, . WO seats
» 150,000 ,, . 350,000 . » three ,,
2 - 330000 ,, 700,000 ,, o, four
and for every additional 400,000 or fraction thereof to an additional seat.

Israel is entitled to three seats in addition to those computed by the key.

Member organisations representing a country or territery of less than
20,000 may be combined with other member organisations in a similar
position to attain the required minimum for representation in the General
Council.

_ The Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, taking
into  consideration the Constitution adopted by that Assembly,
recognizes that special situations may arise for which no specific
provisions have been made and could not practically be disposed of by a
constitution.

Such situations are inter alia :

I. Definite departure of a member of the General Council from a country
where he has residence when elected to the Council.

2. Such changes in the size of population of a Jewish community as will
affect the key of its representation m the General Council.

3. Change of the personal circumstances under which a representative
was nominated.

The Plenary Assembly recognizes that in such and similar situations
proper representation of the respective community on the General Coungil
may no longer prevail. The Assembly therefore recommends that the
members of the General Council concerned will make it possible to their
nominating member-organisation to make the necessary corrections with
regard to their representation so that it truly reflects the internal composition
of their community. ’
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AMERICAN BRANCH:

Rabbi Philip Bernstein
Rabbi Simon Federbusch
Leon Gellman

Dr. Israel Goldstein
Judge Louis Levinthal
Louis Lipsky .

Dr. Robert S. Marcus
Rabbi Irving Miller
Shad Polier

EUROPEAN BRANCH:

Dr. Noah Barou

Dr. F. R. Bienenfeld

Alex L, Easterman

Dr. 8. Levenberg

The Marchioness of Reading
Rabbi Kopul Rosen

Mrs. Rebecca Sieff

Sidney S. Silverman, M.P.

Dir. Aron Steinberg—all London

ISRAELI BRANCH:

Abraham Bialopolski
Dr. Mordechai Nurock

The following seats were kept open for nominations to be made at a

later date :~—
Argentina (1) France (1) Mezico (1)
Brazil (1) Hungary (2) \ Poland (2)
Bulgaria (1) Israel (1) . Rumania (2)
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Dr. Joachim Prinz

Dr. David Petegorsky

Dr. Ignacy Schwarzbart

Louis Segal

Dr. Joseph Tenenbaum

Baruch Zuckerman—all New York
Samuel Bronfman (Montreal)
Rabbi M. L. Perlzweig (Toronto)
Dr. Jacob Hellman (Buenos Aires)

Raffacle Cantoni (Rome)

Marc Jarblum ‘

Israel Jefroykin

Rabbi R. Kapel

Dr. J. Modiano

Dr. Mordechai Oren—all Paris
Dr. Gerhard M. Riegner (Geneva)
Dr. Moshe Sneh

Hillel Storch (Stockholm)

Anselm Reiss
Dr. Arieh L. Tartakower




DELEGATES

ARGENTINA:
Delegacion de Asociaciones Israelitgs Argentinas,
Abramovich, L Lapaco, L.
Firstatter, Dr. J. Schusheim, Dr. L.
Gesang, H. Swarsensky, Dr. H.
Kovensky, Dr. . i
Alternate :
Gojchgelerint, 1.
AUSTRALIA:
Executive Council of Australian Jewry.
Klippel, A. C Machover, Dr. J.
AUSTRIA: .
Jewish Community of Vienna
Union of Austrian Jewish Communities.
_ Maurer, Dr. E. Schapira, Dr. D.
Alternate:
Kohn, M.
Jewish Central Commitiee of Liberated Jews for the U.S. Zone
(Salzhurg). :
Geller, S. Wiesenthal, S.

Strauch, Dr. Z.

International Committee for
Former Jewish Concentration Camp Inmates and Refugees.

) Teichholz, B,
Alternate;
Neufeld, L.
BELGIUM:
Conseil des Associations Juives de Belgique.
Bieber, S. Heiber, A.
Gunzburg, Prof. N. Ryba, A.

' Alternates: ‘

Borenstein, J. . Fleischer, A.
BRAZIL:

‘ Confederation des Associations des Juifs de Bresil.
Hoff, Dr. M. Lemle, Rabbi BE.
Koogan, -A. Lipski, J.

BULGARIA:
Consistoire Central des Juifs,
Levy, S. A. Natan Primo, Prof. J.
Moshew, 1.
CANADA:

Canadian Jewish Congress,
Perlzweig, Dr. M. L.
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CHILE:
Comite Representativo de la Collectividad Israelita.

Segall, S.
CHINA: :
World Jewish Cengress China Section.
Cyrinsky, G.
COSTA RICA:
Centro Israelita Sionista.
Polakiewicz, Dr. M.
CZECHOSLOVAKIA:
Council of Jewish Communities of Bohemia-Moravia-Silesia.
Fertig, Dr. B, Ungar, Dr. E.

Simkova, Mrs. L.
Union of Jewish Communities of Slovakia.

Frieder, E. Winterstein Dr, V
- Krasnansky, O.
EIRE:
Jewish Representative Council of Eive,
Feldmann, K. Segal, T.
FINLAND:

Central Committee of Jewish Communities in Fintand.
Straschefsky, Dr. H.

Alternate:
Betlinger, Rabbi E.
FRANCE:
Delegation Frangaise du Congrés Juif Mondial.
Blum, I. ) Grinberg, R.
Braun, H. ‘ Kapel, Rabbi R
Drori, P. : Topiol, M.
Fortzetzer, Mrs. T. . Zucker, S.
Fridman, J.
GERMANY:
A.~~BERLIN

Jewish Community.
Fabian, Dr. H. E.

B.—BRITISH ZONE

Central Committee of Liberated Jews.

Goldstein, H. © Weintraub, S.
Laufer, B. Wollheim, N.
Rosensaft, J.
Alternate:
Rosenthal, D
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C.—FRENCH ZONE

Oberrat der Israeliten Badens.
Rosenberger, IN.

Landesverband der Israelitischen Gemeinden Rbeinland ond Pfalz.

Bern, A.

Central Committee of Liberated Jews.
Gerstenfeld, M.

Alternate:
Berkovicz, Z.
Juedische Gemeinde Saar.
Levy, Senatspraesident A,
D.~U.8. ZONE

Central Committee of I?iberated‘ Jews.
Chwojnik, Dr. M, Rubinstein, Ruvin

Eife, Ch. Slomowicz, S.
Feffer, L. ' Szwarzblat, P.
Piekatsch, P. Treger, D,

Interessenvertretung der Juedischen Gemeinden.
Epstein, Dr. Landau, E.
Alternate:

Auerbach, Dr. Ph.

GREAT BRITAIN:
World Jewish Congress British Section.

Bakstansky, L. Nathani, I.
Cohen, Rev, A, Nahum, Mrs. M.
Harris, W. Reading, Marchioness of
Jacobs, N. M. Shaerf, Mrs, R.
Levenberg, Dr. S. Sieff, Mrs. J. M.
Margulies, B. Silverman, S. S., M.P.
Myer, H.
Alternates: -
Beilin, 1. Goldberg, I. )
Berner, M. Lincoln, Com. A. F., K.C
Fellman, S, QOrbach, M., M.P. :
Freeman, H.
GREECE:
Central Board of Jewish Commmuities.
Klee, Dr. H.
HUNGARY: )
World Jewish Congress Hungarian Section.
Beck, Dr. S. Stoeckler,. L.
Benedek, Dr. L. Szuecs, Dr. J.
Bisseliches, M. ' Ungar, Dr. B
. Geyer, Dr. A.
INDIA:
Jewish Association of Calcntia,
Cohen, D.
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ISRAEL:
Vaad Leumi.
Bialopolski, A, Oren, M. _
Burg, Dr. 1. Reiss, A. )
Grabovski, M. Tartakower, Dr. A, L.
Hacohen, S. L. West, B.
Kahane, Dr. Z. Zerubavel, J.
ITALY:
Union of Italian Jewish Communities.
Bonfiglioli, Dr. R. - Viterbo, C. A.
Cantoni, R.

Organisation of Jewish Refugees in Ttaly.

Bernstein, Dr. L. Horowitz, E.
Friedmann, W.

Alternates:
Dobrik, A. Kahan, I.
Duvdewani, B.
LUXEMBOURG:
Consistoire Jsraelite de Luxembourg.
Kratzenstein, Grand Rabbin Dr. J.
MEXICO:
Comite Central Israclita de Mexico,
Drucker, Dr. P. Kl;loepi_ier, ¥
Frumin, J. Mitrani, V.
NETHERLANDS:
Dutch Advisory Commitiee for the World Jewish Congress.
Goldlust, W. Nordheim, Mrs. M. B.
Kleerekoper, Dr. S.
NORWAY:
Mosaiska Trossamfund.
- Bernstein, M.
Alternate: o
Koritzinsky, H.
POLAND:
Central Committee of Jews im Poland.
Bertman, Dr, A. Parnass, H.
Fischgrund, S. Sack, J.
Kahane, Chief Rabbi D. Smolar, G.
Lazebnik, J. Stern, P.
Mirski, M.
PORTUGAL:
Communidate Israelita.
Sequerra, Dr. S.
Alternate: :

Rytten, M.
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RUMANIA:

World Jewish Congress Rumanian Section.

Kohn, Dr. H.
Leibovici, S., M.P.
Manolescu, E., M.P.
Rosen, Chief Rabbi M,
Tumarchin, 1.

Bacal, 1.
Benevisti, Dr. M.
Dasgalu, Ing. A.
Esselson, 1.
Feldman, B., M.P.
Isovici, Prof. P.

U.S.A:

Americau Jewnsh Congress.
Annes, Mrs, P Knopf, 8, H.
Annes, P Kubowitzki, Mrs, M. :
Aronin, Mrs. B Marcus, Dr. R, 8. ¥
Baron, Mrs, E. Petegorsky, Dr. D.
Baumegold, J. Polier, S
Berman, Rabbi M, Prinz, Dr. J.
Booth, S, Ratsprecher, Mrs. L.
Brodsky, D Schwarzbart, Dr. I.
Brown, S. Silber, A.
Brusk, Mrs., T. Silber, Mrs. A,

Steinberg, M.
Tenenbaum, J.
Tenenbaum, Mrs. S,
Wein, H.

Wise, Dr. Stephen S.
Gabriel, Rabbi 1 Wohl, Rabbi S.
'Glasser, Mrs. L. Zenowitz, A.

Kahn, Zuckerman, Mrs, N.

Kn’schblum, Rabbi M.

Edelstein, Mrs. F.
Federbush, Dr. S.
Fisher, Rabbi J.
Frankel, Mrs. H.
Frankel, H.

SWEDEN:

World Jewish Congress Swedish Section.
Aronzon, Z. Lapidus, L
Berman, XK.
Alternate:
Holiaender, F.
Jewish Community Malmoe
Marcus, L.
Central Committee of Liberated Jews in Sweden.
Albirt, I. Schaechter, J.
Alternates:

Goldstein, M.
Rost, Dr. N.
Tisch, Dr. E.

Barburger, Dr. B.
Benzian, J. H.
Bychowski, M.

SWITZERLAND:

Union of Swiss Jewish Communities.

Cohn, Dr. M. Nordmann, Mr. J.
Guggenheim, Dr. G.

Alternates:

Kohn, Dr, F. - Wieler, R.

Rosenblatt, W,
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URUGUAY:
Comite Central Israelita del Urugogy,
Burstein, I,

YUGOSLAVIA:
Federation of Jewish Communities of Yugoslavia,

Alcalay, D. Vajs, Dr. A.

Kadelburg, Dr. L.
Alternate:;
Stajner, A,

SCANDINAVIAN YOUTH FEDERATION:
Hofstater, M.

WOBLD UNION OF JEWISH STUDENTS:
Brunswig, Dr. H. Feigel, S.

Alternates:
Kaufmann, A.

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Wise, Dr. Stephen S., President New York
Goldman, Dr. Nahum, Chairman of the Executive 2

Rabner, E.

Kubowitzki, Dz. A. Leon, Secretary General 2
Ehrenpreis, Chief Rabbi M. Stockholm
Federbusch, Dr. S. New York
Jarblum, Marc Paris
Jefroykin, 1. "
Nurock, Dr. M. New York
Perlzweig, Dr. M. L. Toronto
Reiss, Anselm Tel Aviv
Schwarzbart, Dr. 1. New York
Tartakower, Dr. Arich Jerusalem
Tenenbaum, Dr. J. New York
Zuckermann, Baruch 55
MEMBERS OF THE OFFICE COMMITTEE

(NEW YORK)

Knopfmacher, Mrs. K. Poljer, S.
Marcus, Di. R. S. Robinson, Dr. N.
Petegorsky, Dr. D.

MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT

Barou, Dr. N, London
Barber, Dr. 3. 2
Bienenfeld, Dr. F. .
Cahn-Debre, Dr. S. . Paris
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Basterman, A, L. London
Raisky, A. : Paris
Riegner, Dr. G. M. Geneva
Roth, Dr. S. London
Storch, H. Stockholm
Zelmanovits, Dr. L. Londen

MEMBERS OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE

COMMITTEE
Bialopolski, A. Tel Aviv
Fischer, W. ‘ : Bucharest - Montreux
Guggenheim, Dr. G. Zurich
Hellmann, Dr. J. Buenos Aires
Kahane, Pr. S. Z. Tel Aviv
Silberschein, Dr. A. Geneva
Sneh, Dr. M. Tel Aviv

FRATERNAL DELEGATES

DENMARK.
Mosaiska Foersamlingen,

‘ Meichios, P.

FRANCE.
Conseil Representatiif des Juifs de France (CRIF)
Fischer, J. Meiss, Dr. L.
World Federation of Sephardi Jews.
Camhy, O.

GREAT BRITAIN.
Board of Deputies of British Jews.

Brotman, A. G. Riebenfeld, Dr. P.
Cohen, 1.
SWEDEN.

Mosaiska Foersamlingen. o
Wolf, I'rof. E. : .

DIRECTORS OF DEPARTMENTS.

Baum, K. Public Relations Department, European Secretariat, London
Grossman, K. Relief Department, New York.
Pulverman, W. Financial Control Department, New York.
IN CHARGE OF EUROPEAN OFFICES,
Becker, F. W.J.C. Office, Italy.

Becker, Miss M. Secretariat Geneva Office.

Hilb, Miss E. W.J.C., New York, delegate to the Swedish Office.
Liban, Dr. I. %.J.C., Prague Office.

Stiassny, E. W.J.C. Office, Austria.
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