
PRESS COMMUNIQUE 
WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

O)/'lltSVD~)/)1 ')/!1'1'''' 
SECOND PLENARY ASSEMBLY 

CONGREs JUIF MONDIAL 

CABLE: WORLDGRESS MONTREUX 

TELEPHONE: MONTREUX 6 37 31 

MONTREUX, 
PALA.CE HOTEL 

-, .. 

27th June 1948. 

, 

WORLD INT'EREST IN THE MONTREUX ASSEMBI,Y OF THE -- ,'-'----~-. -_ .................. 

Telegrams and messages from allover the world are pouring in 
'st the Mon'treux offices of the \'orIC!: Jewish Congress • 

. In a cable to Dr. StephenWiSG, Pres ident of the Worlcl JewiSh 
Congress, Mr, David. Ben~.G\1rion,Prime Minister of the State of Israel't" 
and Mr. Moshe Shortok, its ForeigIl Minister said; 

"Please aocept on behalf of t.he Provisiona.l Government o:f 
Israel our hear-'tiest greetings. Wo beg to express the hope" 
that the Congress may be sUocessful in its efforts to 
uphold ,Jewish honour and Jewil:ih rights wherever they m8;v be 
in jeopardy,," 

The Provisional Government, the messagEl. added, "was happy to aoaord 
the fullesb faoilities to Israeli Orgahisations wishing to attend the 
Seoono. Plena:ry Assembly, T' , 

A ,joint message sent by the Chief Rabbis Herzog and Uziel of 
Fa-lostine' read: "May the blessing of the To:rah, of Zion and of 
Jerusalem, the blessings of the State of Ii'lrael rest upon you. May 
the Almighty grant you 'bo achieve great things in this fateful hour 
for our people. n 

. MI', Israol Goldstein, Presid~nt of the World. Confederation 
of General Zionists and Chairman of the United Jewish Appeal of 
America, statecl :in a telegram sent to Dr, Stephan Wise that "the 
present Aesembly of the Congress gives a significant oppo:rtunity to 
review thepositiol1 of the ,Jewish people and to renew tho fellowship 
broken by the war,," ~lhG message concludeo,: "All Zionists should 
weloome the Assembly as an important instrument of Jewish oollective 
seourity and survival," 

Diplomatio representatives of twelve ooun~ries, including 
Israel, are scheduled to attend the ope=;-' oeremony of the Second 
Ple::ary AssembJ.y of tho \'01'10" Jewish Cong:cess due to open at Montreux: 
on J'une 27th, ~.'he' :remaining eleven countries "rho se envoys will be present 
are BoJ.ivia" Cuba; Czechoslovaltia, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Nioaragua, Poland, Swi't ze:rland, Thli,tocl Kingdom o.nd Yugo slavia, 
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OPEJ\fS AT MONTREUX 

_President of the World Jewi:-lh C()nf~reSs 

Dr. Stephen S, Wise" President of the World Jewish Co-ngress, 
to-day opened the Second P181'~ary Assembly of trle V'orld Jewish Oongress 
in Montreux. "We meet in this Seoond Session as the representatives 
of Jewish oommunities in more than sixty oountries throughout the 
world", Dr. Stephen E:. Wise sai c1" "We t he:1:'efo re oan safely claim to 
speak for the largest majority of our feUow-,Jews. Ind.eed, beoause 
of the democratic and representative mannor i.n Which the-World Jewish 
Congress' is constituted, i. t iis not we who speak for them. It is rather 
they Who, through uu, speak to the worlcl" ,-

Dr. l/Iise went on to say that 'thI'oughout twelve bitter and 
indescribable years in whioh through every manner of brutality and 
savagery the numbers of the JeWish people had beon reduced by one­
third or more, the truth which the lNo:rld Jewish Cong:ress had dared 
to proclaim in 1936, has been learned anoW. That ,truth was that 
although Jews weloomed and oherished the f:riond:'lhip and good-will 
of all peoples and faiths thoy must, in the end, depend upon themselves. 
If the Jewish people had survived -chese twelve terrible yea:rs, they~ 
owed their su:rvival not to the friendly intervention of any group or 
raoe orohurch but to their own faith and'nnshD"kable. trust in the 
Divine Meroy, and to [J,n unfal tOTing will, roinforoe6. by oolleoti ve and 
united purpose. The World Jewish Oongress had r~presented and 
embodied that faith and determination to sUl'vive. 
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They wore meeting,· Dr, Wise said, in beautiful SWitzerland, 
a country which, they hoped, will rogard as not the least of iits claims 
to histor;l' the fact that it was the birth-scone of the modernZionis 
movemont fifty-one years ago 0 They wero meoting neither to mourn nor 
yet to exult v but to plan for tho future of the Jewish people outside 
the State 0 f Israel. A future there would be" The question was whether 
that future was to be chaotic and. unplanned or ceuld be given purpose 
and mean~ng .. "Wo must seek to ascertain how Israol and its people on the 
one hand,and Jews outsido Israol on tile other,shall inter-act for the 
maximum ;\'ell-being of each. In a word, what aro to bocome the respon­
sibiliti6s for Jewish survival Which each of theso Jewish groups must 
now bear, Jevvry unitod in statehood in Israel and the Jewish people 
uni ted in cornmon purpo so through the Wo rId Jewish Congress?" . . 

There could be no doubt, Dr. Wis e said, that the bond between 
the State of Israel ano. the Jews of tho lands of exilo would now be 
closer than over, Jews everywhero would be "agel' to make their 
contribution to the development of the most thrilling experiment in 

. human history: ·the re-birth of a rJ80ple in their own land and of their 
own State after nearly two thousand years of diS1)ersion. This was one 
of the most glorious moments in Jewish history, The State of Israel was 
established and would stand,po liticallyX'ecognised by two mighty nations, 
the United States of America and. tho Soviet Union and by several other 
States - mb rally by all men of goodwill and understanding everywhere. 
Jews hoped and prayed. that tho governments of the world, not 10ast 
among them that 'of Groat Britain, would coon matoh tho moral recognition 
of the .Towish State by their consti.tuted. authorities. 

The nat ions and the faiths of the world had two trcmendous 
opportunities partially to atone for the ir crimo s against tho J0wish 
people, One was to enable the Jowish people tCJ ro-establish its own 
State. There were countries Which by the ass istanco they were rendering ~ 
Israel were eai'ning an honoured place in the memo ry of the Jewish people; 
As an Amerioan, Dr. Wise said, he was hapJjy thr"t tlespite earlier 
yaccillations his country had become a candld.ato for this position. But 
he was bound to say with the deopest hur't and regret that Great Britain 
Which through Lord Balfour had won fo l' itsc)lf one of the fo remo st placee 
in the roll of honour of the Jewish people,'wc.s rapidly lOSing that 
position as a result of its pro-Arab policy. 

The sGcond opportunity Which the world had was to make its 
reparation to the JewiSh people by guarunteeing 'to the Jews, together 
with all other peoples, full equality in human ri,,:,ts wherever they 
may choos~ to dwell. To make certain that tho world would pay this fo:rm. 
of reparat ion was one of thoPU1'POS os to which the World Jewish Congress 
was to-day dedicated. 

Referring to the efforts of tho Wo rId Jewish Congress during 
the war years to roscue Jows from destrnct ion ana. death, Dr. Wis e 
recalled that in 1932, and again after tho advont of Hi tIer in 1933 he 
had warnod against tho war, tholl 1 nCHhiag on thc hOl'izon and pressed faT 
the preparation of the Yibrlo. Jowish COllg:.:C'ss. "Tho truth of the matter 



is that had we not orGatGd the 1J'orld Jewish Congress in 1936, every 
hour since then would have found us under the inescapable necessity 
of creating it. In 1936 we dreamod' 0 f saving the Jews undtJr Nazi rule. 
We failed to save millions of Jews,~but we helped to save, in however 
decimated a form, the Jewish people. We failed to savGJews because 
the world would not heed our warnings. We l'lelped to save the JewiSh 
people because of the justice of our c!).use, because we battled unitedly 
and as a people for freedom, ana, because of the merciful help and 
strength which crowns every human fighter fo r the right. 11 

What'Jews in the lands of Nazi terror needed most desperately, 
Dr.Wise said, was a sense of unity, in'eQuality ana demooracy, lI"ith 
their fellow-Jews throughout tM world, That seD,se of unity and equality 
the I'i)rld Jewish Congress tried~ above all elso, to provide. The most 
serious aspect of the Jewish tragedy was' tho failuro or refusal of . 
some Jews in many parts of the world and, he had to admit with shame, 
partioularly in the United States, to reoognise how desperate and 
fundamental was that need for Jewish unity. They were not unprepared 
to he Ip _ but only in the role of benefactors' to the unfortunate, 
There were still ,too many ready to aot as benefaoto rs, but not enough 
prepared to serve' as partners and oomrades. 

To have made possible and to l'lave a,eepened the sense of unity 
and equality among Jews, Dr.Wise sai(l, must be regarded as the supreme 
oontribution of t):le v'orld Jewish Congress, 

, ' 

They were assembled not simply to review a record or to analyse 
history. They welle meeting to attempt, to Shape Jewish history, Among 
the tasks of this .AssemblY there ranked supreme consideration of the 
manner in whieh ;rews everywhere could ronder the fullest support to 
the security and development of the Sto:toof ISl'ael, such as was 
cons istent with their obligations to the count rics in which thGy lived i 
the deepening of ' the unity of the Jewish :people; fo rmulat ion of plans 
for the economiC, Social and cultural rehabilitntion of Jows in many 
parts of the world, and. the tat~ing of ,1easures to protect the very lives 
'of tens of ' thousands of Jews in lcmas where thoir exi.stence was to-day 
threatened. 

They had maintained the u,"lity of the World Jewis.h Congress 
during the' twelve years past not becauso tJJey had always shared the 
same views, the same hopes, the same ideas. As in 1936 they were coming 
to-day from all parts of the world in blazing seores of national 
loyaltios, vast (iiff'erences of political ideologies and elf social 
views. But OoS :Jews they were sharing common Jewish hopes, heritage 
and fai tru The'Y were sharing a common o,o'borT!;i"lation to survive, to 
live as a.Jewish people, froely and~equally, ill o,ignity and self-respect, 
with all other peoples of the world. 

I 

,"Let .'none 'of us be guilty of the sacri.lege of permitting any­
thing,to imll~iT orr Dommon task of 8.ssuring Jowish survival. As" for t,,8 
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State of Israel we have faith that it will prove equal to the prayers, 
challenges, the hopes ana. dreams of the Jewi sh people and of the 
friends of Israel throughout these past nineteen centuries.

1l 

In concluding Dr. Stephen S. 1'-iS8 appealed. to the nations 
and to Christendom lito maintain tho peace of the world and to remember 
that justice td the Jewish people and Israel is an inescapable 
condit ion of such peace. Another assault on the Jewish people would 
be the IJTelude'to the final destruction of demooracy, of human freedom. 11 

"To Israel, the people, I say: Be strong t Unite' and be not 
afraid. You are the sons and danghters of an horoio people, from the 
Maccabees of Moo.in to the Partisans of Warsaw and the Haganah of Israel. 
Take your inspiration and courage from that tradition. And be not 
afraid. 11 

C2!E!rrn!RF 
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---------------------------------~--------------

As President of the Tiorld Ja;7ish Congress, I hereby 
declare this, its Second SeEision, to be open. 

VTe meet in tllis Seconcl Session as tlle re])resente.tives 
tf' the Jewish cOIilinuni tiEs of' m oro than 60 countries 'chrough-

out the world. iJecherefol'e can safely cla:irtl to speak for 
'0lle largest majority of' our liv-inc fellm7-Jews, Indeed, 
because of t11e cLemocratic and ro-iJreserrbabive mariner :in which 
'che 1.701'10. Jewj.sh Congress is constHuted, it is not \79 who 
speaJ.c for them, It is rather they, W110 through us, speak 
to -day to the worlcL 

This session of tl:18 'iTorld Je1;Jish Oongress follows its 
first and founding sossion at Geneva after a lapse of 12 
years, from 1936 to 1948. Des]}iteblle world oataclysm which 
made an ear:U,er pleE3.l"y session il;l])ossible, your officers haYe 
attemIlted to maintain during '0hose leng'chy years, the war 
years includecl, a ccmtinuHy of res]}onsibility and authority 
through sIlecial conferences and regional meetings such as 
those in Baltimore, Atlantic City, London and Paris. 

These years have been beyond all Clues'cion the most 
tragic of our tragic kLStCll"y, Through every manner of bru-
tality and sava[jery, '0he numbers of 'iJhe Jewish IleoIlle have 
been reduc ed by one - third and more, 6, 200, 000 having been 
Slain. During '0his porioet, 'bhe j ud6"Jllent mid decision of 
the founders of 'the Congress have been abundantly vindicated, 
Throughout twelve bHter cl,nd indesc1'ibable years, we have 
learned aIle,! the truth lihi,ch we had dared 'GO Ilroclaim in 
1936 -- namely, thati albhough VIe welcome and cherish 't;he 
friendshiIl and goodwtll of all :pooples and faiths, we must 
in the 1>inal analysis de]}enO. on ourselves. 'The Jewish 
peoDle has always had., O.T10. has eveT"J\lhere, some unders'Ganding 
and friendly helDers, J3u'c, if' we have survived these 
'bwelve terrible years, VTe oym our survival not to the friendly 
intervention of any grou]} 01' raoe or church but to our own 
faith that f'aith Ifhich is in itself a miraclo to 
our unshakeable trust in the Divine ]'1ercy and to an unfalter-
ing 1;jill reinforced by collec'Give and united pur.Qose, The 
World Jewish Congress has reIlresented and embodied tha'> faith 
and de't;erl1ination to survive mill. has served as '0he Ilractical 



vehiole 1'01'0118 fulfilment, oft"t18;b col1ec"G i VEe' J)ur'IJOS e, 

We ga"GllOr' "GO -O.ay jn be[1uU.ful Swj_"Gzerlano-, a COILntry 
I{hioh we ho])e will regard. as not the least of its claims 
to history, the n\ot "Ghat it. vvas "Ghe b:l.rth--[Jcone of the modern 
ZioillGu movemerrb f:Lfty·-one years ago, 'v1e moo-t; neither to 
mourn nor yo-b to oxul t, Our :peoplo has sl).rvi vod. noither 
by mourning nor e:xu1ta~ion,thougl1 our trad.ition has set 
aside alJpropria-to occasions for each, V10 have survived 
becauSo we have ded.icated ourselvesbo croating, :Lnsofar as 
we could, -tho c ona_it.ious of survival, s:[)iri tual no less 
than mater:Lal. To--d.ay we meot t,o :91831 for the futuro of the 
Jew:LBh ])oople outsj_oe of tho state of IsraeL A futuro 
there VJill be, The Cjues"G:L on is ,to oUwrtha/G :future w:Lll 
be chaot:Lc and. l.ffi}Jlanned., or uho-thor tllrough our common and 
collecttve effCJrt, and. "\"[i_ll, wo oan :olay SOrDe pan tn shaIling 
that :fu-'GUre a:Ciu_ ""il.ereby gtv:Lng it Il11:('rOSO and. meaning, 

The J ew:Lsh world has olwnged., tragj.oally ohangod in 
some respoot,s, miraculously tn otlwrs, B1.rt :U;s rroblems 
aro almost uncl1angins, savo for -bhe ono arisin:'; out of the 
millenial1y clel:j,Yl)O_ os talJltstJment, of t;":l0 St'2c-bo of Israel. 
And. in thi21 rcoSC1rd. om:- 1] roblom ts nO"G, asths "Gimid foreoast, 
to dofins anclto sot pro:!)or' limi"Gattonf.l to t.tle rola;tions 
bet\veen J ('vrs witlli<D arlo .. J e;;rs' Trtbho1xb the S"tat8 of Israel n 

Bathol', 'I/O mus-b scel:GO a.scerc.ai!l t!lTi, Icraol and. its people 
and. JrcYVlS out.s~.rlc uf IDraol 8h;::,]1 :Lntsr"8.crl, for the maximum 
woll,.-b8j.ng of each, In al.iiJonl, w'llai, c\ro "GO beoome ·the roS~ 
ponsj.bilitiofl for ,Towif:h 3urvj.val vlL:Lch oacb of those Jewtsh 
grrJuIJs mus':; DOIJ bccn'. JO'.7_cy um.:tcd_ in E!tatellood in Israel, 
ana. t,lle JovrLslJ ])w)jJlo un-'.001'l in C01TDllon I,\u'jJose t.hrough the 
Worlcl JerTL~)h OOIlt;,':,--Cf3f:;? 

IJDt thE.'ro t~(3 no (logmatif:ling OJ] -b11:1 S SCO~:'G() In a world 
.p 1 - 1 -. . " " 1- t bl th Oi sue'l r(1):.C cnC~J}t,;cn J no·uDl.n[; ::LS as Un])l"'C'C lC '-a e as e 

statUE! [,f' "re1'_e JevT'ihtJ. ::)e01);.8, savc.-o)' 1,ho fao-G ·t;hat 'ire shall 
8urvi. vo,' Certain ~b .1.3; 1.10ViOvor! ulV/0 "0110 bona_ be"Gween the 
Y:Lsimv that, \7C1f~, llU," "GraclHi'onnocj, 1.Tto UlO S-0ate C l' IE!rael, 
and. tho JcvJS of "0 tw lar:,c.,s u:t" ox-U.o, will be closer "Ghan ever. 
A QOOI) c,ncl uni.m}Kt..i.rn,bJ.o S];)jJ:ttuccl i)oml. will be foreoo, anew 
b et,woen us _, J e'Ni3 throughou:b tho world_ vdll d.eri vo ronewod 
sriri tua.1 s- u-l;O)1anc:o an.d, guid_anc:e from i,ho.i.r fellow-Jows 
of "Gho fitoJ,() oi' 1::',1'20.01, AntL 21,11 JOWE! overY-liThero will be eager 
to malcotllOtr c mlGrUmtionGo t,ll.'" d.evoloJ}fJlont of t;:18 most 
th-~--·-Il· , .'~."">')-' .. , --' 1 F."·, l'·c"--' - ,,-, -, b i ""-h -P llll.L_",_.D.€,) 8"'\_bcIJ .... Llonu C)l JL,.;l1d,l .... 1.LI.)i,,'(H'j} 01.,8 IG'-~ ",,_ll!. OJ.. a 
];)00p10 in ·t;lwh O'}ill lano. anll of' tbojl.' O~ill S"Gil.to af"Ger nearly 
tVJO thou.sarlo yCd~CS ot' CttsJ:)erDi.Cll.( 

Vorily 1JllJB is UDO 81' tJll.e Lloc.jt, gloI':~Ous moments in 
JOVJJ.sb. hi.E"Gnr)!, The StD;'GO of :,:sr<101 ts eS"0atlj.shcoO. and. it 
wUl s [,and_,L'oLtlca:U.y it bas boen r('cognised. by two 
m:Lghty Ilflti.onfl, -c,ho Unit.o(l S-Ga'Gos of Amor:Lc8. anrl the Soviet 



Union and. by several other Sta,tes, }Jorally, :i:t has been 
reoognised by all meD of goodr/jJl and. u nd.erstamling every-
where. We hope and llray 'that 'the governmeni,s of the world, . 
not least among them 'Gha'G of Great Brj:l;ain, v,ill soon match 
the moral recogni'Gion of Israelr c,l'Ghe Dar'G of COlID110n men and 
vromen \1:Lth the DolHical reoognHion of the Je,rish state by 
their c onsti tU'Ged. authorHi.es" 

I have alread.y s'02,i,ed '0ha't vie O'ii8 'the smallest Dart of 
our survi vall;o '0he generosHy of other peoples and. nations. 
Indeed ,those ooun'G1'ios lj,h1C11 did no'l; directly organise the 
murder of OUT fel10vT··Jews bert acquiescecL through inaction and. 
delay, i.n their cles'truGtiol1, viera virtlw.iJ:y accomplices in 
the greatest orime in history" Particularly, let me say, it 
,Jill 'Gake cel1'Gm'iGs for Chris'GGl}d.om to wipG out, the stain of 
its rGcord and cOnSCiGYlCe, iil18 Imovlled.ge., liJhich some clay it 
will find unbearable, 'Ghat 1.'G bGaJ.'s a major share of resDonsi­
bility for '0he failure to have rescued 2:0 many of om' DeoDle 
vTho DGrj.sheo." I 

The nations ana. 'the i'ai:l,hs of' the vorld. had., and can 
s till have, two t,remG11ll0us o:PIJorbunHies, parti.ally to atone 
for thetr cri.mes against tho Joy/j.sh D80]lle, I say, Dartially, 
because the crJme vms too vast and horr11:,lo evm: 'bo permit a 
full and COnlIllote atonemont" ,)ne of these oPJ)ortunities was 
to enable '0he Jo"ish :ooc)J;JIG t,o :ce·,ec:talJlt,sh :i.ts oym state in 
its eon lill\l'L., That, they have ::,0 far laJ.'gely failod to do. 
If to~cLay 'the StatG of Ic:nwl 1i'70S, it li.vorc: nO'G because of 
the as:3istanoo of "those who 0'1'10 us at,onemen'G., but, in very 
grea'G moasure, d03]Ji.'Ge thom, Tlw;u pat.h tlO\!OVer ts still oDen. 
And 10'0 me say ho1'e that<' Je0TS hfY\TCO ·the 10ng03'0 and most 
unforee·!j·t;ing memory of all :DGop1os, Tho:"e 1;7ho have helDed 
Israel from OY1'usl,o Balfour )'avG been enshrinod. with gratitude 
and 'than]{E:g:LvJng in the BtortoCi. mmals of (J'U' DeoDle, Those 
Yuho have ,7ronge(1 ml from llI1lalr:l, t,o H:I:b1Gr have ne/0 only been 
rGmemborecl by u.s; '0hG:L1' namos havo lweome for all mankind. and 
for ill 1 time trw very c:ymbols of infamy [md perfidy and evil. 
ThGre arG ecmnt.LLos IJJlltch by jihe cw,,:iS'GDllCG 'clwy al'G rendering 
Israel are earning all 11onou:('011 D lacw ju 0 ur YIlGn10ry 0 As an 
.American, I am ballp.y "[,hat (l.osp"UJe :'~.t"s Garlter vac:L11at:Lons, my 
couLtry 110,s beoomo a cancLiclaoGc t'Ol" that, :QoSj.tiOIl. I Dray 
only 'that for 1,:;ro01" ,; go()ll cGld. Amor:i.ca" s; jj, ,[i 11 continue by 
its ac:bs to rr,~'j.nt,a:i.n '0h8:0 ]JOf) i:b iOIl.; B1..1.'G I Y!Il.wt say I'J1'I;h the 
Qoc~estj of rogr8"~ ani hur-t ·th3-t Great 1)J7i ta5.ri VJiT1.ch -blu"'ough 
Mr, BnJfol'T vJon for :Ltsolf OYW oftl.'e 'lory forOlllo,st places in 
our roll of honour ls ra})1(l.1y 10f'ing'G1EI,'0 :)Os:L'Gion as a result 
of i '08 pro -AXe),b pc;liey and. ~.8 broQ(U.:lr; dee]) I'ec:entmen'G and bit­
terne,CjS ill J"sI;7iE;h bearts ~/llorc f'oTD10r=i_y 'lJhorG was gratiJGude and. 
rogD.rd. ~ 1110:L""' Bri"batn Q ~3 [~,'JJ:;::fJ :n.rJ 1('88 t,han for JGhat of Israel 
we 1,ray 'Ghat i'0 ,,:Lll SIJOOCU::.y cLomom,:";,rJ;bo j:l;s oapaoi ty to resume 
to g:l:ve exp.rGOss~LOJi to '011e sJl1rH of Balfour IIhj"oh was its best, 
rathGl" than '-co "brlO laclc of ,sJllrj,'t of 'GfWSe vlho have no tragic­
ally Ciopar'Gom from 'Gha:b 'Gradib:Lono 
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Then, there :~s the secona. form tlrrough vJhic11 the 
"lVJ rld can ana. mus"" make its re}lara'Gion "bo "the Jewish 
}leor>le: by guarfu'1tee:\,ng to us, toge"ther with all other 
r>eor>le, full eQuality in human rights wherever we may 
choose to dwell, ana. by enacting those special and 
particular measures whioh are the inescapable neoessi ties 
growing out of tlle }lartioular catastrophe the Jewish 
people have suffered.. To maL"" certain that the vJOrld 
will pay this form of re:parati([n is one of the l1Urposes 
to vlhich the World. Jevlish Co~ess is to -d.ay d.edicated, 
To-d.ay and. d.uring the course ofohese sessions you will 
hear from :Dr. Gola.marm, :Dr. Kubowi tzld and. otherS an 
account of what has been achieved in this direc"bion am, 
much more imr> ort ant , of the work that yet remains to be 
d.one. 

You will alsO hear of our efforts, alasl all too 
feeble ana. unsuccessful; to rescue our r>eople from des­
truction and d.eath. As early as 1932, and again after 
the formal advent of Hitler in 1933, I had Drodictea. that 
world. war woula" come and t, hat we must beg:i;n to prepare 
for the organisation of the Worla. Jewish Congress. Indeed, 
such had. been my inSistence since 1919 w11en our beloved. Leo 
Motzldn brought about the establishment of the Comit8 des 
:Delegations Juifs, The truth of the matter is that if we 
had. not created. the World. Jevlish Congress in 1936, every 
hour since then vJOuld have found. us und.er "Ghe 1imescapable 
necessity of creating it" In 1936, Ire d.reamed of saving 
our people. We failed, But 1 et the 1'1Ord. of the poet 
never be forgotten: "Not failure, but low aim is crime II • 

We failed. to save millions of JewS but we helr>ed. to 
save, in however d.ecimated a form, the Jewish r>eoJjle. 
We failed to save J8\7S because the vwrld HoulcL not heed. our 
warnings. We helr>ed to save "the JO\/ish DeO}lle because of 
the justice of OllT cause, because VIe battled. united.ly and. 
as a 11eor>le for freeilom anil because of "Ghe merciful help 
anil resistless s"Grength which crm7ns every human battler 
for the right, 

Time anil again, we have had reason to thank God that 
the Congress has been es'Gablisheil. They vlll0 looked u:D0n 
the victims of Hitler as unfortuna"te human beings could 
not helr> or serve them as iliil we who felt vrith them am 
for them as the victims solely of their Je1'risrJless, guilty 
of no other orimo. They fared as we, in any other :Dart 
of the world., might h ave fared, aneL for the same reason, 
They were Jews: \7e were ard are Jews. They wero a threat 
"to the society vThich Nazism \Tilled 'GO establish, They 
were the victims of that vThich Hitler sought to destroy 
the hor>e of human freed.om and. justioe, t,he sanities and. 
sanctities of the d.emocratic 'ilay of' life, 

! 
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The difficulties we faced. ,iTere many and terrible. 
I name only 'owo very great and difficult challenges: 
those that came from :oersons \7ho f'eared. that vmrse still 
might hap:oen if they dared to challenge 'ohe powers of 
evil, ano. those \7ho imagined that some manner of compromise 
or aweasement could somehow be found; Both were grievously 
mistaken. The worst· was yet to come, irresJ)ecti ve of the 
decencies of mild protest, The devourers were unaJ):oeasable. 
The hOJ;ies of the cowardly to compromise, to all:oease, to 
surrend.er, J;iroved unavailing, 

Thus there arose in our ovm Jewish ranks the tragedy 
of' theunteachable, of Jewish im:oermeableness. That was 
and remains, t110ugh to a somewhat lesser d.egree to-d.ay, the 
great Jewish traged.y of the ages. For an historic :peoPle 
like ours elves; it is reml1rlcable that there s110uld be so many 
in our midst who fail to understand. the imJ!eratives of history 
'17hen they begin to a:P1>roaoh us, am viho are unf.,blo to und.eI'­
stand their i IilJ!lM?, tidns after they ha:ve o,ngulf'ed us., For 
most of the years of the Hitler catastro:o11ei there was a 
never-end.ing failure on the :part of so many of our :oeoIlle tb 
unite for :ourJ!oses worth while. We were all too :orone to 
ex:pend a vastness of strength and. substance on :pseudo "substi­
tutes for d.efence and all too little on the genuine d.efenoe 
of our peo:ple. Need I remind you that a tiny frac'oion of 
the vast swns subseQuently lost by Jews or of the collective 
fines leviod. on Jewish oommunities, willingly given and. 
Jlro:porly sJlent at the right time for the building of Palestine, 
for the fight against the then-develo:ping Fascism in Euro:pe, 
might have averted our and the vmrld.' s catastroJlhe or conSid­
erably mi-tigated its severity. • 

But what our fellovhIeVlS in -lihe la.nCLs of Nazi terror 
most desJlerately needed was a sense of ,0chd.ut, of u ni ty, in 
eQuality and. democraoy, VJith their fellow-Jews throughout 
the world.. That sense of unity and. eQuality is viha-t the 
World. Jewish Congress tried above all else to Jlrovide, 
The most serious aSJleot of the traged.y of Jewish unteaohableness 
was the failure or the refusal of some Jews, Jews in many 
Jlarts of the world. and/I say with shame, Ilarticular1y in my 
own country / to recognise and to see how d.esIlerate ana. funa.a4 
mental vms that need. for a sense of Jewish unity, They were 
not un~reJlared. to hel:o; but only in the role of benefactors 
to the unfortunates, They were not ~re:pared to acce];lt that 
COmInon and. eQual responsibility which a common fate should 
imJlose on Jews everyvvhere, And. I regret to say that this 
as:oect of Jewish unteachableness continues to ~lague us -­
somewhat reduced. it is true, bu'o continuing nevertheless, 
There are too many who are read.y to act as benefactors, but 
not enough who a.re Ilre];lared to serve as Ilartners and. com-
rad.es; too many who, though giving 1iIl-s8rvice to t,he fact 
that V!G are one family, insist on acting the role of big 
brothers / generous bu-b d.ominating. 
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To have made :possible as early as 1936, to have 
continued to make possible and to 9:,ee]len that sense of 
Jewish unity and GQuali ty, I regard as the su:preme 
contribution of the Wcrld Jewish Congress, We do not 
olaim that we were, or are to-day, fully eQual to that 
great task, But we did what we could, and more, ,to 
bring about that unity at a time when our bro'Ghers were 
doubly forsaken, when they IverG not only doomed by Hitler 
but forgotten by virtually all 'Ghe rest of the world. . 
The maintenance and. extension of that unity must continue 
to be the solemn ana. dedicated tasle of -the World JG'vvish 
Congress, 

We meet not simllly to rGview a record or to analyse 
history. We meet, even more im];lortant1y, to help make 
records and to attempt 'lio shape our history. During the 
course of this session, we shall consider all the vast and 
comlllex :problems by which our people eve~vhere are still 
confrontGd; the manner in VJhich we oan render fullest 
sU:PIlort to the security and. development of the state of 
Israel consistent with our obligations to the countries 
in whioh each of us lives; to evolve even more adeQUate 
forms for the deepening of the unity of the Jewish people; 
to formulate plans and progrmmnes for the economic, social 
and. cultural rehabilitation of our people in many parts of 
the world; to take measures to protect the very lives of 
tens of thousands of Jews in lands where their existence 
is to-day seriously threatened, We mus'li, too, make certain 
that we organise ourselves administratively for the practical 
aspects of our worle so that we best give effect to our pur­
poses and responsibilities, Forms created as an experiment 
in 1936 or devised to meet 'Ghe emergencies of later years 
are not necessarily adeQuate to cope with the realities 
of 1948, I pray that the Divine Vlill and insIliration 
which enabled our Ileollle to survive ana. to establish the 
Jewish state "ill grant us wisdom in our deliberations. 
For on their outcome will rest, in no small measure, the 
future of our people. 

To the delegates to this session, I address an earnest 
and grave appeal. We' have maintained the unity of the 
World Jewish Oongress and. of the Jewish people throughout 
these twelve years, not because VJO have always shared the 
same Views, the S3me hopes, the same ideas. We came in 
1936, as we come to-day, from all parts of the world. 
We embrace scores of national loyalties, vawt differences 
of poli tioal ideologies, of social views, BU'G we have 
maintained the unity of our people because, as Jews, we 
have shared common Jewish hopes I a COnTIY10l1 Jewish heritage, 
a common Jevrish fate •. We have shared, despite all our 
other clifferences I a common opt.prmirot.-i rm to survive and 
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to live as the Jew1sh :peo:ple, fTeely and eQually, in 
digni ty and self-respect;, with all other peoples of 
the 1I1Or1(1, Let us, in the name of the sacred responsi-
bilities we bear, leave behind us at this session, all 
the differences 'which und..er other circUllnstances, in our 
own homes and. 1and.s, may d.i vid.e us, J~e'0 none of us be 
guilty of the sacrilege of })ermHting anything to imllair 
our conmlon tasle of assuring Jewish survival, Let us 
rend.er here to the Jewish people those things whioh as 
JEJlim we hold. in oommon, J~et us render elsewhere, ana 
to others, thos e t~lings '6,:,' 7.n other oaj;Ja.bities 
we differ, 

I olose with a three -fold. appeal, a '0hree-fold affirma-
tion, As f'or the Sta'0o of' Israel, I have fa1'0h -- I 
b@lieve I havo tho right to say, we have faith that 
the S'Gate of Israel w111 prove eqjial to the prayers, the-' 
'challenges, the hopes and. d.roaJJls of tho Jewish lleople and. ... 
of tho friends of Israel throughout ·these :past nineteen .. 
centuriec, 

:My second ap:peal 1s 1jO the nations and. to Ohristendom, 
an ap:peal to maintain the :peace of the world and. to remember 
'Ghat justice 'GO the J,)wish peo:plc am Israel 1s an unesoallabL 
oondi tion of suoh J)oa:::e c. Have 'Ii,e and. the YJOrld. not suffered 
enough? Pray rEll1omboI' that another assauU on tihe Jewish 
lleollle would. 1) ebhe preluc1.e to ·the final destruction of demo­
craoy, of hUli1an freeclom, 

. To Israel, the ])00p1e, I c:ay' Be strong! UnHe and 
be not afraid, You a:'8 the) sons <J.nd. daughters of an heroio 
peoiPle, from the MacC2.be8S of' MoQ ... d t,o the . Partisans of 
Warjsaw, am the Eaganall of Israe::.... Talee your inspiration 
aDd qourage f'romtha'G 'oracli+;1OYl0 }Incl be not afraid. 
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In his opening address to the Second Plenary Assembly of th6 
World Jewish' Oongress, Which was' inaugurated at Montreux, Switzerland, 
on June 27th, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Ohairman of the World Jewish Oongress 
Executive stressed that Since the World JeWish OongrGss had met last in 
international Oonference tWGlve years ago, the Jewish situation had been 
determined by two outstanding facts: the slaughter of one third of the 
Jewish people by the Nazi barbarians and_ the establishment of the state 
of Israel in Palostine. 

The dramatiC and speedy emergence of the State of Israel had 
fulfilled; a hO'Pe which Jows held from time immemorial. But it did not 
mean the end of the diaspora and its problems. The fact was that for a 
long time to come the majority of Jews would live in dispersion. They 
would owe no allegiance to tJoe State of Isrflel but would be loyal 
oitizens of their own States. Just as there was no dual loyalty for the 
millions of Irishmen, Poles and Italians in America so there could be 
no dual loyalty fo r the Jews. 

But at tho same time Jews allover the world would have e. 
sentimental and spiritual relationship to Israel. For this, too, there 
were many precedents among other peoples. In IS1'o.e1 the Jews of the 
world would find a potential home in case of persecution. Israel would 
alSO give the JewS a voice among the nations of the world and put an 
end to the anonymity of Jewish existence. ' 

Referring to the future relationship between the Government 
of Israel and the World Jewish Oongress, Dr.GolamflJ'ln exp:cessed the' hops 
that t}:\e State of Israel \~ould lend. a helping hand in the defence of 
the Jewish position; its authority and. presence in the United Nations 
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PRESENT DAY POSITION OF WORLD JEWRY. 

Address given at the Opening Session 

by 

Dr. NAHUM GOLmtA,NN 
Chairman of the Executive Committee. 

It is almo.st sixtee n years since. at the first preparatory Con­
ference for the World Jewish Congress, held in the summer of 1932 
in Geneva, it fell to. me to maka one of a series of speeche s 
dealing wi th the general situation of the Jewish people in the 
world. In the further preparatory Conferences which followed, and 
at" the sess ion of the First World Jewish Congress in 1936, I 
made similar surveys of the Jewish position; the last time I ,Ud 
so was at the Emergenoy Conference of the World Jewish Congress 
in Atlantio City in 1944. 

Those sixteen yearl'l since my first survey have seen the most 
startl.ing ,fundamental and far-reaching chang$s in Jewish life, 
am in the external. and internaJ.. posi tion of the. Jewish people. 
Scarcely ever, in the long history of our people, has so short a 
period -8. mere ten or fifteen years, - seen events on the one 
hand so terrible and tragic, arld o'n the other so heroio and :tho 
inspiring.· These few short years have witnessed the greatest 
tragedy in Jewj, sh hi story - the annihilati.on of more than one­
third of our people by the NaZi barbarians a1:1d their allies. 
It has also seen the realisation 6f the most cherished dream 
of many $enerations of Jews: the proolamation and establishment 
of a Jewlsh State in Palestine - the State of Israel. 

These are two revolutionary events: the one marking the climax 
6f our Galuth tragedy, and the other the beginning of the 



realisation of the most sao~.'ed ides.1 of our peopleo 'J'he,! are 
naturally the two governing faClts in determining the position of 
the Jews in the world to-day, Both events El,I'e of 80 ::'ar"-Teaohing 
importanoe and signifioance that i·t must take yeal's, mf},y-ce gel1er-· 
atioYls, to evaluate their )~>.:\.ll Il18anJ.!1g, and take stook of the 
tremendous consequences which they j.trlTolve fool' OTt:!." :peOJ):t8 1 botl1 
as regards our intel~?:',.G.l st:cr.Q -l}'l;c.rE? an) tn OU:C e.xte~cn9J .. 1'13 la.ti ODrj" 

We who are still el0,se to these events can only begin ',0 l'e,~lise 
their implic a;bions z we can t:r':v to it nd out tl1eil~ hi 8tO~:"J.C ElJ. F)Jt.U1i ng 
for our own am future gene:r.,?,tions of ;fews, to estim",te thei:c effecit 
and to make a beginning 'Jdth the resdjl1stment of Jeviillh lLf'e '''.nd 
Jewish policies to these two gcvrLllng faotors, The:re if) no lH'oblem 
of Jewish life to-a av, WljlCh wi.ll not be il1fluenc:eo. c' d.L:·eot.1i1 o:t 
indirectly~ by them 9 in the mO;3t :'C"8dical and fal~A .. '.ce:3,ching Vf,E::S" T 81'8 
.1s hardly 2. p,:'C--obl,Glm whleh t 2 nO'L al:c8ady :f0eliYlf!~ ~~hel:Y' in:.fl1.:tE!n0J

0 D 

And so we must to··day begin to l'e·-e:X:alnine ilJ:.Id. :t'8()om:i6.el' all. our 
usual me thods of approach to (nJ:t' problems 9 trying -Go see the mOf.:t 
sacred am unchanging values of Jewish life in the 1i::;11".-' of the 
two revolutj.onal'Y changes of the last decade., This Seocn:! D0ssJ.on 
of the World Jewish OOY1..gTess will hal;Je, of OOU1"se, to t 13, lFJ m:;,llY 
organisational and internaL deoi8iollS ~ but it.s ma.in OOll,t'Ti~Jll'L10:n 
to Jewish life, and -the real me".nlng ooc 1ts dellte:t.'8:(' i ° ";:L, wLU. 
be fou.nd in its a-cti t1";tde tOWR_.~~>c3.8 the new si';~'natiorL a::nd J.i1 the 
guidance which it mB.Y be ::;Jhl~ 'to i!;-i'fol'd ill- the rE:'~~h;:-j.j,:;tl1r,t: of J'ewJ.sl1 
-Policy and actions under ·tho impact of the tW'l( g~,cGat; 1~liJ'1)':98:~ltng8 
referred to above, 

Since -the proclE1ulat:LoI1 of the :2;t;ate of I{-J:t)8,G'::~,\ thts fjeBS2.0n J.F3 -ijhe 
first great in-ce:Cr.19:tionoJ- Jewl.sh g2"tlle::t'ing to mee-G e,:::JQ c(n;~lt.~(dj its 
deliberations u'flo.e:r:' the j.rfr11.]oJ::J,c(-:; of "Nh!?~t, J:F\;:'::OGl"}od tn Ci!EiI·"'.t·7"iv on 
May 15th, 1948 ... It fo.J..1D tlJ me to make OD8 o~(-~:;ho J:t';_,;:Jt, a;;~'tern:)'; __ 'LJ 

to di scuss J f1wi sh pro b If:;~IlG in th c lJgh1; c f tl18i.30 6-18mrLb " I :"3 ?:;,~/ 
this to try and e8t;8,blis~1 some cJ.aim C'd yC1J.T indl11!;;G-r;.(~'-3 if 'n}} :1::8'" 

marks are fr:it1.'O Iteam 8:'.~:b.austl·l6'i :i,'Z I leB,ve gnpEJ T,lnfi],}ed:: 1. I Cr;;~Y). 
really do 1

· "'0 ....... J.C-) ..;..~,\"'j-'-;. '·ik .'"l,' -0"1:7 .~ .. - .. ".,.-, h-e--;:"·· .... r"-J-"l." .- •. ",---; .... ~'-.J-.. 
. S IJ l!_.,:, l..U ~ .. .l.ll,.J.'" <:.\,.t.,..)1.( t V(j"'d 'Ol(lcl,J.1'J.-l.,/~ ':J..,.,,'~· ... .I.v l'.llt:: 

impact of these events 0t1.C'1],T' Illtr::t'Go I c:.m [L:':r~),ic3: tIH:~\i.1 ·<\)tl~1t I Day 
will have all -the ir18vit;Jble cho1"'tcomiDg[3 o'i:. ffi1Y ~C:L:l"8T r.\t;tO~1·i·p·i.i 
to·discuss the mOS"0 o.iff:Leult &.:no. d.elio~3.tG ';.:(l'o1:<teD1 of ;JG\vi0i1.~·life 
to-day, -

I think no-ono here Doods ·~o 1:;e X'enl'illded -bl:D.t thO~3e t~YO cveI~,i:;s c·~ 
on the one hand .!Ghe annihj=U:d~,iol1 o.f six m~.1.1ion~<:Y0VJSi r::\'(}(t on the 
other the eS-'cablishment of the State of 18~'a81 or, rr:covide the i"u::tJ.e::t 
confirmation of the ana.:1YGj~s of the ~~'evJlfjh rJituation dGyelo~p':.Jd by 
the founders of modern Zioniflm . ." f::l."D. a.n8,lysiJ vv'1i.ich n:nde:rla,:.\;~ 13..11 TIl::? 
ow t " .. " 0 ., il 1 < h j <" .. n :pas surveys OJ.: *tJne -8'U,::~~;' :,-.:: G!, an 'N~110 '_.;3 ·uO'""'"'dF.\i :~\I:jC8DtC(l not 
only by Zionist ~hilJJ:erf) and S1)Gakers 9 but by t.he O'jJc<~"J'(Ti:t~elmJ.r\g 
majo'1Jity of '~,ll~~ ,.;·-C,;.td~1r-" ~~_~,:,~- _". ~ ""'_,;,_~,,, _'":.' -!',:-\_':,C,J. ,,~";_:\ '"'".:,:le·:).!3B~:.:~rf(p"'"'" 

tion ·Ghat the Jev.' ish sj<t·!,J..D:':jlcU in -the ·wo~t'ld mUbv :,. D. i";\,b:no):'nla,l 
and tragic so long as i1; is de ~t'31mined solels b~/ tlia f:-3.,.:.:;t; of 
Jewish dispe!'3i.on~ 80 long 8.8 t,he:(,8 is no :eoe.l centI'G XUI' n-Ll: 
national Ej}::i8-c8nce~ so }onSj 1),i3 \ve have no r1ace i.t! thr:; 'No:rl(J 4~(l 



CalloUT own .. where we can live our own lives fully, after our 
own fashion, "like un+') all the Nations." So long, in fact, as we 
are not recognised a.;' an independent, sovereign State on a footing 
of equality with other sovereign sw.tes. 

The ten'ible tragedy of the Hitl!:.er decade threw a ghastly but 
sea:rohj.ng light on this abnormali ty of Jewish life: not even the 
most pessimistic analyst of the Galuth situation could have seen 
so c Ie arly in the ye ars b eiore Hi tIer as we all dot o-day. Had the 
Jewish people had the courage and imagination ever to envisage -
as the remotest of possibilities •. the massacre of six. million Jews, 
it might have taken some precautions in time; it might have heeded 
the warnings the more clear-·sigh ted of i.ts leaders were already 
givi.ng; it migh·t have Qrganised its fight agsinst Ettler-ism befoTe 
it was too late, and while the hydrahe9,d was still weak enough to 
be crushed wi thont the oat as trophe of a world war. Yet perhaps one 
had to be something of a Nazi oneself to be able to envisage the 
p08si·L,1.1i-ty of gl3.s .. olrs-mbers and concentr[),t;i,o~, Cl.:tm);l8 bGfOl'e they 
happened. Pel'haps it W9.S not onls lack of courage and imc.cgina"bion, 
but also innate decency and a deep faith in he-man I,atl1l'e ,. what a 
GeTman philosopher h8, S 08,11ed TV the cursed opt:Lmi 8m of the Jewish 
people" -, which preven"bed the Jewish masses, and many Jewish le8/J.ers, 
£I'om admitting even t.o themselves that 10'"'1011 catastrophes might 
l1a.PD8 n. 

1£11].8 is not the pl.2-oe for recrimina:tici')JS; 1101' have I f;:"n)~7 wish to 
ll'ake them. j:"b is Elasy to s~y now that we s~~ouJ.d hs.ve 1'8(w"bed more 
l.rigoxiously in the ea-cly stages of Hitlel'isIllQ ~111r:l Seel"e tf3..l')7, ... Gene!'8.1 , S 
:ce}?o~c-t \lv'ill te11 you mlwh about the.seHf:tin~J of om:i.f:l:3i'Jnn ." 801118 of 
them dating from a time when the pTocess of e,.m1ihi 1a'l;;_on was sl1-eady 
well unde!, way ~ but when9 Viii th 8. 12. ttle more oj.'lt:tc OO~Xr8,q'C and dar­
J.l1g in CUI' POJ.:.Oi83, ver~1 large !filmbers oT ~f8\'\oS ndght -8 ,.11 have 
be8D sav,ed,CI 

To a g:r-ec),te:c DT less degx'ee, we are all J"e,lpou.si.b18 for tl'18se ;;11.1 ngs: 
it was tIle tragic shol'"b··sightedness of a peqlle which had gD~0 ,wed 
to its abnormal si tuatioll, and which, oorrr:ront.ed with a da:L1gel" of 
uDJ)1'eeedented oharacter a.nd dimensions, cOl-1.1d Teact; only by "Ghe 
u,suc'.l ::."ontine methodsQ More import-a.nt thaD any admissio.'D of 01X.(' 

p2,,-:rt failure 8 sis to apply -t-;() 01.11' fu-G't.T.r:e the tr emend OllS l'e suI ts 0 f 
th(~' g:'eatest tl'cg~.y in ,)eWi8h histo~~Yr 

The ar1lrLhllation of more than one··thh'd of the ~!8wish 'oeoT;1e has, 
~first of :'3,11~ l<eduoed our m8.flpOW81" 'to an e:R:te::"1t -;'~~::lpa:L~ailej,ed in < 

:mman his"bOl"Y Sf.J.V8 perljaps in the d:3,rlc and ba:.~barous epochs when 
, -, ..I • 1 '1 .'J ..I • - - +1.--' 

\iVil0J..e 1:;:t'108S 01' sma .... :. naCl,ons were maS3D..Cl'ed 'J~7 i:lL181T SB,Y2.g8 con--·· 
qU.Pl'ors. It is easy to say we have lost Dix mil1i:-m Jews, but it 
taJ.<:es a s-clstained effort of dal'ing imagination to YisllaliGe the 
I'eal meanJ_llg of the words" If eat :tal' the l'ern2,rkabJ.e vi t:3,c.ity of 
our peOll~!_e7 fa}'; OUl" stubborness~ ou:r 'will to su:r:Vj.V8 9 sl.}ch me"ss 
sla1.1ghi:ier- might have meant the IJomplete di Bint:eg:rat;ion o:i:":(l"uy' 
peo1'J. e as a pe 0I,le. 
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If there is one rB;Y of consolation in all this ghastly story of 
the decade ··of Hitler, it is the magnificent evidence it offers of 
JeWish vitali ty, an'! of our det&tmination to survive all attempts 
to destroy USo If Jews in the United States an'! many other countries 
are to-day much more fullj consCious of theil' Jewi sh identity and 
their ,Jewish responsibilities than they used to be, it is to a 
large degree due to the lessons forced upon them by the horrible 
tragedy enacted before their very eyes, and which they were power­
less to prevent, Another striking proof of our will to live is pro­
vided to anyone who visits the DoPocamps, Hitler annihilated 
millions of individual Jows; .he did not succeed in annihilating 
the Jewish people: he neither broke our will to life,nor delivered 
any mortal blow to the soul· or spirit of j'ewryo From the larger, 
historical, viewpoint, he faj,led, Am IS:'ae1 chaj, 

But we a:l:e greatly weakened not only in numbers, It is not onlY 
that Hitler has destroyed six. million Jewish m<311 and women and 
chj.ldren; he has also destro;)'ed i;he most important centres of 
Jewish life in Ec'l'opeo The great cultl)raJ1:: and religiOUS oentres of 
Jewish l1::'e in the Diaspora - Wal'SB.W aDd Vilna, Telsch and Vo10shin, 
Lvov and 01'ac ow, Breslm.l and Berlin, J as sy rmd Buda:pest (to mention 
only a few) - were not just agglomel.'ations of large numbers of 
Jews; they were mainspr'ings of Jewi.sh cultu:C3 and tradition and 
civil;sation, of religion and Ii te:rature, of the most important 
po1i tical movements in Jewry; 'I'hey were the sources of mos'b of the 
I]onstruotive, creative ideas of Jevvil3h life in p8.St generationso 
Even worse is ttle thought that such oentres oall never be rebuilt 
as they once wel'e 0 It had taken genel'ationS of ;'ew8, oenturies of 
Jewish creative -chought [md work to mal:e the:!l, and though all ma:rvel 
and acl.mire the greD.t efforts already made, specially in Eastern 
Europe, by the Jew1.8h survivc,~s to :cebuild so:nething of their lost 
lives, also they deserve aDd wi11 ge'~ a1J. possible suppol't from 
the J'ewish people as 8. whole, it is obvious that, if only fX'om lack 
of nu;abeJ. s, theI'e is no ~'e8.1 prospeot of rebuilding _. at least for 
no of thl.fl and the C Dming generation - anythj.ng J.'emoteJ.y appro·aching 
the colossal moral and spL}.'. tual fo"c'oeci which were oentred in these 
countries befo:ce the Nazi massac:reo 

The dest:ruc-'.:.ion of these centres Wt).S ~ Jnh-u..rnm1 ''''~J.o·_''L~h i~~) il1D.Y Gou!.'1d 
to say it eo even mOl;e of c, blow to O\E' exi.sterlCo as a peo:ple than 
the massao:re of mG.ny million of our bl'ethI'eno As 1 88,id, -these 
centres cannot 'be l'ebnild as [l,nd where they 'NeY'e, and 1 doubt 
whethel.' they can be re··o;;e;;,,-tea. elsewhere in the Diaspora (1 will 
spe ale of lec'ael lo.teL")' 

There is in the Diaspora of the Weste'r'n Hemisphe:ce a great revival, 
~ " .' - 1 . h""" d f J . h no" onJ.y 0., ,ieWl S1 oons<nOu.snes8, "Uu a.LSO ·co some egree 0 eVils 

creativelless, aDd everything must be done to strcmgthen and encour­
age these oI'ea'Give tendencieso When we DOme to disouss the taoks 
before the World Jewish Oongress in the immedi<.lte f',,,:',ure, this wi1l 
form one of the main subd'Jts for our attention and a.ec.ision, But 
Anlerican Jew:cy can never' take the place of :2811s11 :lewry; Argentine 
c1ewry cannot de-p-utise for :0i t):ruaniun. and 80 GIlo ]J10y,' the 02'oation 

.' . 



of the things of the GlJiTit depend,) cn more ttlOC}:] will-powel' and 
the d4si1'e to ores,te them, It is ali hifJ"tOriC<ll proees", invol\l'ing 
the prolonged labour of many fienera tiono, a l.ong line of trad i tion, 

~"l t 'h ~. . ", 1~ -. i' .A- VI b J.' h a continui ty, r::t...L 'oge c 81'" p:r,'octuelng a ,'3peclb?;le . OJ.. .I11r-3.LJ8' W _ c 
does not, and for long carmo+-", exiut in tho new conglomerations 
of Jewish life in the WesL HlOrefo:re I say tb8t, at least for many 
gene:rations to corne, there iG no ch2.me of :re-,coYlGtructi,l1g our moral 
and spiritual SOUI'ces as they were; we must do whatever we can to 
build new centres, but we must from t;ho start rGB,l'c.se their in-
evi table limi tati ODS 0 

I stress thj.s ·point in o:cder -~o j_mpl'ess upon you - if thRt be 
needed _. the grav8 dangers :lnhe)~8nt i.n the iyreITooctble faots just 
reoorded, The Hi tle:r d.eu8.c1e. wi.tll i tG anni,h:LIEJ.tiQl1 of s:b: millions 
of our small ~_ :~,'D./'''~ ~ is a g::.'[-1..\T8 threat to our 8xist'::Jr1ce, - a threat 
to our abi.li tyto m:~,intail1 OlE' i.del1ti'ty 2,8 a jleople" In the Diaspora, 
the pe:r:'manerr!.i danger 1:,0 Jeii'visl: life b,~:\s alvllays, been the faot of 
our di spersion and difdnt8Q")_'atio:rl .. The more dt~~~DG);:38c1 and c1isinte-. ~) -
grated we 8.Y'8, the more diffic"O),lt ::tt beCOlfi8iJ tOT' l~B to ffi2dntain 
our s.olidari'ty 8,8 38"W8~ 01.:-:'1' 1.1.n.tty as D, colJ.8(;ti"{"O ontJtyc Ftve small 
communities can do fa~t l!:)ss than one :.L~~l:r'ge one" Se the dostruction 
of powerful and diEltijJguj_13l1~d ~1"8-;;;,'i8h e0mtrl~lJ~1-L.'c=L8[3 li}~C3 the Polish, 
Hungarian, R'Jiunanif1,,!:.tJ IJitIJU21YlS,1l 8.'Cld G8:.;;ma):l~ ':eJ(~,j this threat 
to our 8xistG;:" .1ilo~rt'1.:~n~j,'te:L\7~ JO\',':LBh l-list,oJ.:'-v DU,S 111'U'lided "us with 
one gX'eat new J'evvisl1 uOHlmunJ:c~v "" that b~1.1j_l-t; ,~:r.P in the 18,~~'t few 
generations in .i\Ine:ric:~'I'~ Seen (.i.a a whole 1 hO'J\h,YV81.',) the safeguarding 
of QUI' ha ti ODS} Jd 8 nt.i t;' i i3 8, nruch more d i ffi.Clll t taBle -r,ouay than 
it was befo:c8 the Hit18~_' dcc[.Jde" 

There is 8.ncthe:r eJ.8i1lent lThl the n:t'SE/f.?,nt worlc1 E~:L-br,:ltJJ.on which 
furthe ...... '1 nCJre'1..c~8C"', +).-,-f ':.-: di?r]'J'F;>". W',:: "]-'1\"8 -ir ·"8",(:\"1·'·l+'I·O" ''''~'('-'r; 'G"~'lllAf"'" new ... .•. CI..J ".~ ..J.Ll __ .,'_ -'t"':-,J~~ ,C ___ .~ _d..;. \v.L,<,'J e,-< !.,i<>" "J ___ -'0, 

i deas 8"'~e eO"Ye'l-<'<;lIFI"lt""';?P -,c>'I" ~·"1·1"·-i'·"1(:" -j~o £.,-,.-,{1 f'l)'Ll(,,,,,'-~'·i·p '~"'7IVl"}8'Hq'10"J l~I'l'tbout ,.J.. v.L.~.' -'.J. .. ' '-'"0 ,11_.1-- 0 ,'_ ." "-,:-,, _, .,"_'. ,_, ~}", I:.'_I~" j_. '--' .,..1,. J. '" '- ~ 

expressi ng a~v optniorl 118J:"8 on tl18 mel'i-c8 of the vE\rioTlFj contendi:ng 
theories m/l sJ?ate'~ns, it IL1J.ut 'be elcd:I' tc) ev·e:r .. ~v -tho"LJ.ghtful observer 
that we are heB.de(·:J~ "l.;ow8.rds a pe:r::_Jd of. widl3sp2:(J:::rl ideologi08,1 and 
po Ii tical confJ.i,ct and UllheE\1}'8,J., eVCrl though .. a:,: we llODG ano. pray­
everything possible wi:l1 be dO:10 to pY'8'\lE.n_l'C ~Lt :from c1egej':'J.e:cating 
into a shooting W,'~ll'" 'jVh9.1iev'e~.' OUi." o}.Jin:Lonu 8.3 to the various ideo­
logies, it must; 'bG 0.108.':' to e'rersono t.hnt; we. 1:1,1'6 110t li'':/i.ng~ and 
fo'r some time to acme C8.tlL,o·t, 110':90 to It.ve ~ in 8. S-::;D,hle vvoJ:ld .. Per­
haps the two great world lNa:tB ,]ilOre only t:l8 8X-pl'GG 8i O'!:"\< of :tevolu­
tionary changes tn t~fJ.e world. <> ~:he ne:x:t. peJ:'=i.;.)(J v\lilJ. be OIl'S of in­
stabili ty~ dissenCiions~ nevv ide~_lr:J of alI k1nds '0' l'Joli tlQ8.1~ econ­
omic, soetal, cnltu:rf.1,,1~ 1~tJligiond m whioh VJilJ. make it impossible 
to mai nta in the 3 tat113 q"L),O s g nl t (J pY'eV'8 nt gl' 8f),"L d eve 10pmen '08 and 
ohanges, 

As human beings and oi tizene of ~h.e iNo:cld J we 11.1.8,;); weloome such de~ 
velopments 01" feal' 't,hem~ iYt1.t hO\:';8ve7~ vn; :2ee:.1. P,[;U'!),t tben1

9 
wo have to 

realise the dangers inhBl"ont in them fox' ~;he ~Je~~Js 8_J-:1 b', ~peopJ.~3<, If 
I here point out th:tee suoh i,j'.itlO:281)t dar.lg6:rG~ "Lt iF: :Dot in order 
to advise the Jews to hold alooJ: :CI'om the e-rl.i'"XGliL of world a:efalrs: 
as heirs of an a.neient civil~i..:38"tion ... g:tanJ.t.10JJ8 of 'U--J8 J/~;ophets --
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we hEl,ve to play our part am make 0111' CGli+/"i"dlion with the other, 
peoples of the world. I point them out L c",,;l}! that we may bef1:tlly 
aware of t,hem, and may tQ,ke what preCEl,ut}ODS ',Ie CHD to reduce their 
gravity, and if pOSSible couDtera,ct their e!l;fect uJ?on our fut1~J~o 
as a people.! 

One danger flows from the fact that, whenever the worId is :In a 
state of instability and flux, of diflsension, conflict [l,no. chEl,os" 
minori ties are bounilf 'GO bo the first to suffer "' and none is 80 
vulnerabl e as the ,Jews. In the fight 8,gain8"tnew deas , reac tion·· 
arIes - defenders of the paRt - must 8,J.W9,YS (csek 8, GCaloegoat-, 
aDd who more likely than the Jewj.sl1 people, the classic scapego,,,t 
am object of attack from time immemorial for every re'),otion',"ry 
movement in the world? In a world so unstable as om's- to-day •. 
am in the immedia~e future - anti- semi tism is almost i)01U)(] to be .. 
come a permanent fe:;;:G1"re, youwU.l her:..r dttring ·the IH'8,%trt Se,",(l:c'on 
report» of aeti··semi ti.c movements, of the l"evjval of anti·,:emitism, 
in many countries, 8,mong them lams where an:';l .. semitj.~m WaD :i:'M'lner .. 
ly almost HD U:1E:r10Wn phenomenon ,., fol' instance GX'88,t .d-eitBin,c i:'C 
the Uni ted Ste:te s. anti - semi t i sm i [1 S tr 0 nger t o-d ay th an may b a at 
any 0'01181' per.i.od of its histox·y. and -though j.t is ce::'t,ainly not 
an immedi~1.te danger 'to the great and Stl~Ol1g Jewish cOTnSullity --Lh8r8, 
it is st5.11 strong enOl)f~h to constitute a se~ic·nfj Jyr'oblem\l _a~-10 to 

do awa~1 with any facile Lotion that the democratic ClOllGtit1J __ bion 
and traditions of the'TIerican people a:r.e in -them8s1ves a, pe:r:lllauent 

gue.rante S for ;; ewish life "'nd equali ty of ci tizemlhip in thcv:, 
C01..l.ntry., YO:l will hear;- too about. a:-1ti-somi tism in 'Lp",t.111~~Ame~tc8n, 
count1.'teS,. where new Jev/ish commulli ties 9::1:'8 begJ.nnig to mnl{8 a 
Datable oontributiol1 to Jewish life as a who}'"" I do not h:,;,ve 'J,o 
speak in detajJ about the grave situat:icn of' ,.,J ,jews in ]:[ofll,'lm 
cou,ntries~ in 80r:18 of -IJvliich they have for lo.t1,.g liT/Of]. llnd.e'r' d'i.Gt:;l"im"·' 
'i n,:lt ory regime:3) ond whEn'e th8 Pale s t:L n8 j, SST-~e i 8 now OX',9 [.~t:t nS 
new dB,TIge'C-s to thet: .. 8xisteno,8o 'lou will also he;:;,.:;; 8:(J(J{1."::j not the, 
reviv81 t 'but the l".l.ndimin:i.shed·-P6:r-siste,nce of IT~~~_~~{i aLft.i~8emiti3m:·ll1· 
G~r.mc,ny and Austl'ia, '~'Vhiah mf\Y- overnight g!~(y,l\r into 8. g::r~-ea·t ~~lfnd 
serious. dangel:' .,,, e8peoially in view o:f oerta.Ln tend·eno:.t:'3 t·o pe'~~'r(]it 
the re .... emeTgeno8 of 13. strong Ge::m8.n~l<> I hopo tll~ Jew.i8~J Veo11},ra has 
1 earner} :t~t' om the las t fi 'fteo n yo 8T s no t to d.e:; ... l Ij.gh,t.J.~7 wi ttl Ct!]'tii'';'' 

seII1i ti SrD. j Dot ~o regaJ.'Q it as an isolated 10c8.1, phel1omE:n()llt for­
which an:ciqu"ted. and piece;·neal mothod8 are still a'}equ2te", ADti,~ 
semftism (::tlwa~7s \i'\n;:.,.8, and to-di:}~i' is morc th(.~,D ever. a geD8l"i?LJ- ' 
pol:.tio8J phenomenon. It if! 011G of the Illost populal: cisf;uisos of 
reaotion8'I'ies~ Ns.sis rand };1aSClst;'3 6ve:r~liNhere; one of' t[';'8 rno;:rL fo~,,:,,~ 
modB,bIe weapons for all 8,gg1'e:;;sive movements, It has thereio:t'eto 
be de aJ:t wi'th by politic 13,1 Glethods l fiTS t by united ac tJ.on,by , 
co-,o .LL.,ion of all efforts to fight it, fll1tl seoondly by seeking 
-the Lelp of all progl'essive elerrien"c8 in -the .stx'uggle .. Anti-- s<?rni t·, 
ism oroen never be dealt with adequately if j,t is rega:rc<3t] as r:; 
purely Jowish problem. It is much more a pToblr;rn of wc»~Jc1 :politios 
tbfo\n '" specifically Jewish one,and it :.s onl;ywitb thre;, !181p of 
all deinocratic, li.beyal ':Cud progressive forc88 ,in the wo):'}!.1 tha:\; 
th6:"e t.s any .ch,~nce of stl"j1,;;:il1g 8.:'1;; it e:ff'9ct~.·v,8J.y_, B.l1[f I:.'r8vert¥{:'ing 
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in the future catastrophes such as the one t,[.lT01.:tgil which we have 
passed in the last decade or so. 

Another consequence of the geneX'8,1 world 8i"l;uB:;;ion and its impact 
on our people is that revolutiona~'y tendenoies, and great poli tic­
al and moral movements in the wOl'ld, [ire alWfJ,ys apt 'co attl'aot 
Jewish youth and Jewish intelhgenoe, they draw the devotion and 
sympathy of Is,rge nUmbel"S 0:;: our people, We are not ashfJmed of it; 
on the ccntrary, as a pe,ople wo have alw2,Ys b08n proue! 0:E' our 0011-' 
tribution to the lifo and th,cnlght of tho civilised world, If there 
is sorneth1ng un1(1'ue, something singular, a:Dout the life of the 
Jewish people, if there is a Jewish problem not comper~ble to the 
problem of any other jJoople in the w01'ld , it is partly just because 

of the l"ole we have played in all kinds of' his+;orioal mOvellJents 
and causes - a 1'ole much greater than our anmbeTs or poli tj,oal 
strength would suggest 0 ~'he Jewj,sh people halO no intention of re­
treating to a self-impol<ed ghetto in the oountries of the Diaspora, 
01' of renouncing either tts ability OI' its eagermess to play its 
part 1n the great movements whiob strtve today to buiId a better 
world, . a safer wOl'ld, a happieI' wOTld, based on a greater degree 
of social and political eqLH3.lity than the past centUI'ies have 
showno But the faot that th~se~;endencies hCtv'e so g:re8,t an 
attraction for many of the best elements of our people en,ould 
not distract our attention from t.he diJf:lo'Ulty which "t, , "c(:,es 
in the maintenance of OUI' identity as a people, Most of our con­
tributions to such world d0velo'))ments , .. e::ccept the contTibution 
yet to be made in our own Ste.te - of 181'[3(9}, (and one impol'tant ' 
ra1son d 'etre for a J'ewish Sts,te is preejj,sej,Y 'Chi:3 UniCrQ8 
opportuni ty it w01).ld Pl'ovide for us) ., are made not eirnp',-y as 
Jews, but as members of general or g:,~oup InOV8'nfon-1;8. Th8,·I. ,,"'ongel' 
the attraction, the gl'eate~' the strength an'} eJiJ,l1 c1' such i.deas, 
the firmer their hold on the devotlon '3Xld 'imiJginhcion 0:.( sections 
of our people, the easior does j.t become for these seotions to 
become submerged in tho larger stream, losing thoLe coroue0':j)_on 
with the Jewish people' and even thei:c iden'c5.ty as ,Tewi3. How to 
strengthen this sense of identity wi thout abo.ndoDJ,ng 01)7 ;lusti­
fiable deSire to par'cicipate in all forae,] e11,9;'cge(1 in ,the bu1J.d­
ing of a better '/./ol'lc'" is one of the g:ce,lt p:t.'ohlems of Jewish 
life i1;1 the Galuth; and as long as the gx'e'.l,teT }?a1"i, of our people 
,still live in the diaspora (ani this means ce:['[,ainly :,':'01' UI3 arB 
our children), this problem wiI] remai11 one of the gJ.·eat; spiritual 
and moral problems of our life, 7,;here is :10 et'.!:y i'.o1ul:icm, and 
certainly no wholesale formula ;for solving it; inn it [laS to be 
constantly bortle in m:Lnd ,30 Gl1at we !'eoogniGe the d,mgers inherent 
in it and the difficulties it mU!3t o::eate fol' us", 

'Here I would like to InF.'Jce one more observ:;\tion, and I hope not to . 
be misunOcI,s,tood, Ono of the most tI'8gio results of this ch,u'acter-' 
istic aspect of our time 1s the unfortunate tenc1el1GY of the world 
to split into twoo I am not taking s;i.des in this split, and ,I do 
not think it can be the duty of the World Jewish Congress, as 1'e'" 
presenting the Jewish people, to take ai,des .. What we are oonoerned 
wi th as Jews', and as a people, is the 'tragi 0' effeot of tl1is split, , 
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which 1'1111, I fear/conti.nue fop. somo wbj.l0 t.o GomooIt wa.s noveroasy to 
buD.d one WDl'ldyit l.s loss eas':- :,han over 5.11 the unst.able and pevolutiona'" 
ry times in which we livo, We ape dooply JDtel'osted in ovorooming it; 
No peop1e of the Vlol'ld is so vitally ooncel.'nod about the hope of one 
united world, as onvisagod :Ln the Charte:' of' the UnHor. Nations as we­
the predestined victims of evel'y conflict." But a "pIH is a fact, and 
so long as J.t :l.s DO~ healed, thore is a per>manent and gpave danger in it ~ 
the danC;el' cf a split wi;Ghi.11 Oill: own people" Nothing could be more cata., 
strophic for us than such deveJ_opment: It would meo.n tho end of Jewish 
cO"-;Jperation.9 · of Jowish solidari_ty Qnd of Clollo0tive aot:.on by and for the 
Jewish people. We hav(, 81U'vivec3. as 8. P<3<)ple ju,rt because we have so far 
performed the mirado of preS81'v:l.ng OUY.' soU.do.rUy and ou):" :Ldentity 
despite all 'ehe disy'uptive tendol1c:Les of the Di .. aE;pOl'D. life "~ frontiors; 
differences of polHicL\l allogiance, of language, of cultu:Do.l orJentation; 
of i!.ociL\l outlook, of ideologlool oOl1vic'GJ.ons'~ hecaU80 these d:l.fficu.l:ties 
WGl'e not strong eWilghto teal.' 8.01'088 :~l1he:('ent feol:ing of soli,darHy between 
Jews allover the world·, thEllr' 8en813 of' bolon(';l.ng to one Jewish People, 

It does not matter' in thl_s respect, hov \113 defino 00' .JeV/teh identi_tyo 
Ideological. discussions as ',0 wheth0Y' wo are a Nat i13n or a People, a 
religion or a raoe, a oommunity of d"sttn'Y" Ot' a 01Jlt-Ll.l":'\1 entity, are 
fine subj ect s f'Ol" philosophers s.l1eJ, debat ;_ng cl·IJ.'bs 0 But they do not go 
to the root or the matte!', Vlhleh is the b9.r;ic faot. c£ JewJ.sh solidarH,y 
and the Jewi,1h sense of 'being paY''G of tho one (;oJ.led,:Lve ent:t.ty called the 
Jewish People" I1' t.his onds> t,ron Ollr existence as a people In the 
Diaspora would ond" and thejl),ofoY'o. I take t.his· gpavG view of the dang:a to us 
which flo\~lS from tl18 2Gpllt. ,vlorlc1 J of't,o.,.(,c1ay" It, :J.s a g:r~88.tr tribute to 
.J ewish vit..9.l:Lt.y and .J ow:Lsh lito.t eSh1anship t hat. so fax' we have managed t.o 
'~iJe:rcomo it; 0 Of tho maD.y', g:l:"'G.t,ifyinG 8.Spoot.s uf t\.lis gathering of the 
Second Session of tho Viox·ld ~jew:Lsh Cpngllosa... not,hing is 1110:1:(:; gr8.t if'ying 
than tho fs.ct that wo· ''':(j ·:<coc:[;.y."o[:.:. ;ent both hal'les of the world: 
for the first t.lme sinue lD3~)"I in tb,(j midst of all tb,Q tumults and shouting 
or thE-) . v ce.ld war ~ v we 8.1'8 r.iGt" b.o:cG t. ogethe:(' '''' J 01Nn from all East, ern Euro"'" 
pean cou.ntries} trOWs f:ccm all Anglc,..,8o.xon 001.Ultl'l_ies· , .... ~:'i:J.d J~ws from all the 
other c01..mtrios vrh:Lch 13.0 het,w8on t,l-:.()sc tW() ilV()J:l.l.d3 0 _~ wan't~ to say here /)'f> 

as I havo to [-lay"'"' how c1eepl~y we l'ogl'Jot t, ha'L one gl'eat Jewish community 
that Of Soviet HussifJ. M is nClt, l'Opr81:38u'i:,ed hC<r-8 t.o'<,,-cl&7{v We ,have done our 
best to have them vv-:Lth 1:1.8 9 vIe ·u.ncl.GPst and the:L:.e dif'fic.u.l t i88 in coming 
and = optimists as lW aro "" we do !lot give u.p hope that vory soon they 
will "", .. " ".ole to COi11') into this fNtn1CWIOY'k of WD!'Jd JeVil'Y Whlctl we call the 
World J'ewjsh Congy.·ess, taidng t.heir l':l.ghtful p18GO and h1aLing th eir 
contl'1j~bution nd~ only as t,b.8Y cio t,O!"~"l,ay, on th8l:C G\~;~ 8.ccOUrl'tl1~ but. a~ one 
of the e&sential parts of a unU.ed JOWlfJh pel)ple, .if the Wor.ld Jewlsh 
Congress still needed a :caison (J.~et:co,:) t.h~l-s 8.1one would just:i.fy and 
neoessitat.e its 0xistonc8,) rrho fact that.i t ,3~'10 is 2. world Jewish o:t"lgan:tsall':) 
t ion which comp:ll:ts8f:1 communit :1.08 :C~~'1om but;.l:1 hal'1),88 of -,(,110 WOl-"11d.;l and 



creates a framework for their co-operation - for exohange of views, .1 
for shared thought, for fi.ghting with one anothe:c if needs be, 

but at the same time for pooling their reS01.1rCe8 and strength to 
deal with common Jewish problems, to fight common enemies, and 
ab le all to conti nue to represent the Jewish pe ople theol'etically 
and in' action - is an essential factOr in maintaining our unity 
as a people. 

I sa~7 this in order to beg of you that, in the coming discussions 
and decisions, you should bea.:c in mind the.t, above all differences 
(which are inevi table), we must stick together and act as repre­
sent8.tives of one people, and not allow any kind of difference 
to destroy this unity, which is much more than a matter of prestige 
OT eve-n of· ·th0 existence of our organisation. It is the greatest 
of our inheri.tEJ.nces from past generations, the result of the mi­
raculous pe:dormance of the Jewish people through 2000 years of" 
f.~:i.le - aJ;1 .inheri tSJ'lce whi.ch our generation must hold dear 8lld 
Il.eveloll. If we hr",rm this inheritance, and. li1plit 0\11' :people, we 
shall be delivel'ing 8. mortal blow at our own llee.rts, and should 
become the first generation '1;0 betray the proudest achievement o.f 
our 8.ncestors. More than ever after the g:teat tHl.gedy of the Hi t~ 
leI' decode must our people close ito ranlcs, and do everything, 
ideologicall,y and organisationally, to strengthen and manifest 
its uni tyo. 

Now I come to the othel' g:.:eat fact of the last period - no less 
import811t in its positive aspect than the Hitler deoade in i.ts 
neg2.tive aspect ··a fant [loped for and dI'0amed of froIn time imnie­
morial, but realif;ed with d:C'0Il18,tic speed. It is scnl so close to 
us that it is not 82.Sy to syealr of it without emotion, still less 
,to tr~' and estjmo:te the force of its imp1'l,ct.,lts wrm.ning, and its 
cons8qnenoes for Jewish lifo, 'l'he establiShment of the State of 
Israel meano the beginning of the nOrmalisation of our existence 
as 8. poople; it 6.oos not mean the immediate (Jud of ':,;he Jewish 
problem. There 8,1'e no miracles in history; the;'G i,s no historical 
process which does not require its prope!' time. 'I'he proulamation 
of onr State does not mean the end of theDJ.aSl)Ora, and I could 
wlsLthat in a time like Ours, when we faoe gl'est'G developments 
and great chrmges, we might be able to redu"e the i.deological de­
bates and discussiol1S of which we are masters. To overdo suohdis­
cussions is one of the char'acteristJ.cs of the Galu'"h. I,iving for 
centuries the life of the Ghetto, unable to establish their own 
realities fOl' themselves, the Jews have been the o'ojects of history 
rather than its subjects. They have depended for theil' 1ives, for 
the form of their existence, on the gooo. or ill·<will of their 
neighbouTs am protectors, of the nation8 among whOm they lived. 
So far as Our own life was concerned, we have.beEll1 reduced to the 
world, of thought and dialectiC, of poetry and dreams, and have 
the1'efo1'e ovel'~developed the art of ideologicul discussion and 
purely logical, abstract argl1lnentatiOl1o H,'Jw often do we split on 
purely theoretical defini tions. How often do we discover that, 
once we leave the fiElld of such abstl'act ioeolog;y, and approach 
a problem from its practj.oal angle, we are able to unite, despite 



all theoretical differences" I 8111 not of those who have no respeot 
fOl' ideological differences" I know th2,t :Lcleologies a1'e among the 
main instnunents given us 'to shape realitie'3, BUG what we are here 
for is to do act,"3-1 work in shaping realities for 'the Jewish people 
Therefore I plea,a for 8, minimum of ideologica~, discussions and ,;3. 
maximum of realistic and praotical g,ppro,wh to the problems we have 
to faoe" 

I say this as the first of my observa'ti,ons on the pJ:oblems involved 
i"n the establishment of the State of Isn),'3l, in ol'der to warn this 
Session not to indulge in unne()eslJr~,r;v di,sQ1J.sntons between Zionists 
8,nd non-Zionists; botwoen 'thGse who have t" positive relation to 
the Golah and those who rejeot it" ThOBe who affirm the Golab. no 
longer ~md deny the necessity and t.he wi.sdom of having al::lO a 
JewiSh State i.n P8,lestine. '3.nd these who disll.ke "che Golah I11.nd re­
jeot it mus-t realise th9.t i, t does not de;?el1c1 on 'thei.r wJll to 
abQlisb thl? Di8.spors.. fOT the nex.t few gen:D:att.Ol1B of S(fWl'Yv lNhat 
will ho..ppen afteI'"IJ\la:cd s mF.t~y safe:Lj' be left 'te ou:r (~~hildl"'en and our 
grand~,childl'on, and tho'l1gh I do not den~! t,lU.J.t; our arpJ:oach to the 
diaspOl'a i,oeolog;v iJlay have some bea:dng Gn the Pl',:vJtioal problems 
and policies, I do not over .. estimate i1;8 impao':; on -them, and am 
convlnced that? ODce 1)1;t1.; on 80 ~pr8.cticr;<L 'b~-;'''3'~ .. 8, it 1Ji,'ill not bee 
too diffio111t, to wO]:):: out (lommon line,,: of :roJ.-Lcy, 'l'lw f~1et i.s that 
for a long tJme t,-o corne~ the nv:.i/jori'!jY 0::' o-cn.' p8G}.11e \lldll live in 
t he Go"ah '.P] e f'a't j" "1"" H a." 1M '0 Je 'N ,.,-' " o"t", ~ "11 ' .l,~ '" .1-- ~·e .r, r5. ~).) ."..1. l; JJ..!t),~;e 'W0 .~ . .J..vlnL \ tJ./W_I.Ue lJ ~.e 

State of Israel 1;vill cont;j~nue to owe t}}eir al1egiarlce to the state3 
whose lo~r3.1 cJt:LSGn8 th(~y 1,11'8~ 8.~ii I th:.:.nk it ].3 both in the inter­
ests of OUT ])e01>12, ,f;i.nd of the Ste;te of IfT/'8,81~ to i!Jake 8.S olear 
8,S possible wh,sr'c has 8,:i..VJa~i's been i;:;(3,~.d i!:} TcnmL':-lts'}c8able te:cms be­
fore the State was 8nta!J::Lishe0. ~ "LiJ.at thJ.8 ,';t1.:,~te livil1 1)e cGmposed 
of ci tizons like 6\YG:C;:? othe:t' :co\£'m:::tl eta"te, ;3.nd thnt ,Je'\J~J[i outsid e 
the Stn"'o 110'" heJ' '" J' "S' n' ,,; 'Z("lC~ "'J' 'I '1 n"''''''' "'0"1" '"i .. ,'" "," " I:;YUu:- lJ I..J .Lg . LJ ... V.J. IJ~ ___ .,° 7 IV,.,.-" _ VV''- Ul.; J..~' '~ .• .l. L> Cu,J.. ,;.. ........ l8g1ance 
to it" lIne boc;ey of dU1;~,l .1o~n::-l..lt;Y1 vvhioh some :'~(3;:~.cti.on:~.1'~1 DOl}"" 
Zionists ... learlJlng nothing and ~~'cTget~~~:..ng Tll)iilltng -~ 8.:re trying 
to raise in some cOlll.1tl'i8G, 8110111c1 ·cllUfJ "DO c!::,flIH)i3erl cf f:tom the 
very fi~ st moment" T~eI'e a:t.'8 l11c'3,11Y simj.l::31' ::],GJ 'pc\TI3,lleJ, cases to 
this of the J'CVJS abroacl in "toIletr J:'c}att()tl to i'iheGj)',:tt-o of Is:r'ael~ 
th ere ~re ml'll)' 01"0, ('j' 'e", I""" j ,\",,-,: '" ", .. ',"" o • • C 7J,', OJ". ~;,J ) •• LJ.l.S,L1b,] .11 lr~,.t:~,J_C,),~ ~:,".L.; . .J"lOl'L.') 0,\. J.u.;,JS'I 
ml'l'iov;o ,.(.' I"'ol'~n' '"o .. I'he'~ '-'", .'~ "0 ",' >"""'" ,"" ,'ill ..L .1---\'..) C.I. ll(~",-,.,::," S" , .!. v ... ,ji~ '-'11(;.1.e ~'P d p,~Ou_ .. E.r11 \;, .. dll.,?,. o~?a m., 

ty; and there 131':. _18: :~~',):t '~).fj"Dut 1-:11.", -,~11E'; S~D'fl8 tiE1G., t-'c i'::1 l1o.tural .... 
and every den ent non,·~Jevl ,pill unde1.'st.[lDd .,. "Lh,s;(j JS,,".JS aJ.l over the 
world will ~1.r~v·e 8, SfI8c:i.aJq 8enti~neDtal a'nd flT)iT':L-buf.tl J:"818.ttoTIshin 
to the S.lvate of 181'2,01; VIi-Ii help :',.:: fi'Df:1~Joi8,:.L107 aDd IEo:call,y; ~ 
will do everything to ±\U,"i;he)' ItA d8velvpment.; IiIlJl help to train 
such Jews as desire to go to :Palostiu()\. CL1Jd to }!:(lCPG:l~o them for 
their Itt'e there" I]~he Jevllish peo}!le 8'\Tpr~(jwlJ«)."e VJ1J.1 8.1Go~ quite 
natul1 ally ~ regard 18~cael as i), npiri tU;;I,l ['ilirl cfrtltln"s..l eentx'8 of ~ 
Jewish life y and b8 la:::'golJ? in:El-e;,o:roed b.y i tb {~!T)~i..' .. ctt'Cl.al Ei.ohteve'-4 
mentso For f.:1.Ll this C"gF1.1.lJ. thex'8 l).:r8 m<·;YJY prl,~cedGl1i:;f:l among other 
peoples, and the j ssue :i:tai,~::-oo. is not; specifioall~1 JAwJan." 

The mai:r~ 'significance of the C",t88Xil.)Y.l of t.he 8t8.te of I;:'{J::"aol 1.8 
not that it vvil:_ GCJ78 the JcvvJ.8h T,roblom o'\rt;:<~,>lJ:1.;r,"ht~ no 10no' as 

, ~. b 



as Jewish minorities remw_rl in many cou;ri;"ies of the VlOI'ld, the 
problems of 8,nti~semi tism, of discnim:l_tldtj_Qn, of securing their 
posi tion, will :rem,lin as actus,1 as evel' be rare" '1'l1e,:e is no oontra-
diction between the Jewisl1 State on the one hf.md, (?,nd the safe-­

guarding of Jewish I'ights l1.'1d ll0 siti on, and -the strengthening of 
Jewish life in the 1)1:).8P01'13, Oll the other" The theoTY of many anti .. 
Zionist s that Zioni 8m aims ,,,t, the anDihi.J.E.t,ion of the Di as pora waS 
always sheer nonsense, ~ a silly OT mal:i.ciollB misoonoeptj_ol1" 

The State of Israel l'equi1>JS a st::t."ong .Jew:Ls11 Di8.spc,!,a~ just as­
the Jewish GoJ_B-h requires the iltate of IS:rf.J.el .. The g:~eatest re­
serve line in support of this Jewish State, wl1ioh will l1ave in 
its early ye9.rs tremendous difflcultios t.o (.ive:ec orne, wi 11 fo:c 
years to oome be a strong Hnd united J8',]1,ish peop1.e in the DiaspOl"a, 

ready to SUppOl"t it mOl"'ally~ Sl)iri'i:,u811;/;, i)."O] I)Tacticallyo '11he I. 

existenoe of the 3tato of Israel, on the other hand, will immec1iate 
ly relieve us of many G8,lutl1 prob:L8IllfJ, and 1n the long run provide 

a solution of S"Clch :problems 8,8 Jewish mt£!,'(,~-cion~ persecution etco 
Above all J i t \i\~i 11 gj.vo the _ J'e'NiBh 1180p18 e. voicG ::.:ffiong the nations 
of the world ~ and lJllt ;:tH end to the o..n(JY1:V'mi -!)~l of Je-wish 8xi,stence .. 
But it woul,} be nai vo to bo:U ';iTc, that the u_ oation of the state -
will resolve all the detailed prob:LclTl,s of Je'Nish lifc overnight. 
It is q'l).i te enough 1.j: it dO(:[--J what it 18 (lO:Ln~~ 1'01"' the solut1on 
of the essential Jefwisl1 pl'c:blern" III111B problem-·IND.::) the 18,01: of a 
normal cent"(~A f'o'\'~ 0"]"" e-;-·iCJt':~~10e 8':'; ~3. )",{,,;-, 0 1,10 , tlv:, l'JPlr of a home 

.. ,_ _ • .J -"-. ~ l._~ • ,,"'~ ..., ..... ~ '_ '.:'1-' .. ;," ::;._'_ ~.~ _ ]_. -: - ':'-.,-.1 I... : , 

where n ,-,ew cculd go ll: 118 Wl,SrJJ_.Q C::C VJf:.:l,\-:-j olJ,!.:Lged; l~he Ie"oK of the 
possibility of apl)erJ~'('ing ~i,8 a nati,on "!"8oogrU_Eied b;} othe:t:· nations 
of the wo:rld; the :::;.1:)_on~ymlt~~; of O'l"U.' O::::r.:t.Et8tl(!8 .:. \,-vhr:s':j J?iDs}:cr ealled 
"the ghost--Jike GXtSt:11W8 1:\:( our IJuople., 1\ AJ ~~ those :r1Jnd~),melltal 
aspects of what waH the JCYV'ish problem 8,~~oe beJ.Y.tg :l'emoved by -the 
creatJ.on of the S'Gate" I:..; n02'tc1i.1J.ise;3 ou:.r G):::tstO:i:lI]G., It rr:akes us 
fundame11tal1y i:), peoJ)10 1i fro any otllGl~" ITllEi world r:.C'w ~3ee s fo~.'.· the 
f1rs+ ·;'.l-r-ne (·+0 n·18·,li·.;':irl 0-1}" O·D'" '·I·,--,]'l--l-'·" '.·'v-"'""S·-'l'O'!' u-f "hl'S j-',_,r,·!-; . IJ ~ v ~ _ v _ ~ 1. __ -1 .I.\..' I:::J _'.e . ,_ Llc, v~o..-,-0,,-- t; "- b 1 _ tJ , _0,1 ..... v I 

Jews figL"tillg ::3_8 Je"h,:s, tI,na. I '7entu'-~le to 8r1;i ~ ;:-~nd in this I am 
sure I do not spesJ;:: only 8Jj a, Zion'!, Rt in ''Ghe l1f;,.rTcr;;;}' sonse of the 
word .... th8,t r:l.Othing has so lnDl<E.n~t8~}d Jewish }!Y.'E:-l~~tj.ge E'.nd J'8f~}~ect 
for our people f OJ~ tbe It~81:; two tho'lJ.se"nd l/Gfjjfj 8.8 the phenome non 
of a Jewi Bh fightj_ng aYIilY c_()f'tni.\-:ling ~fewJ~jh 8011 and Sewish ho:tloul"~ 
identified ucdel' their own fl~3,gG~ 8,S J8IPH~~ 

This colossaJ oont:t'i01Jtion to tho l:Lfe 0:-[ O\.i.r f~enel~~'~t.ion arY~, tho 
histOl"Y of our pe091.e is :mu,~e by the ef.::~tgblinhment of the ,~.~t~~;tG 
of Israel .. Ito cl'Gation 'NilI involv'8 many c!l!:',nges .. , OTg8.11i8~~t'tioTI.al 
8 

" - d '" . " . th -,.,.. n.t • - -.1' • r> J'" • ,no 1 eO_loglca ...... _ .. J_Y.1. G .Ll:te 01. Lit1C :J8'IJ~'8o iJ,CLEl D188,lJ.lrlg 01 LJJOnl_:~m 
will hav8 to be re~,d8fin8d 0 In the IS.5t fev-.r ~7e;):t:'ti Zi011ism haG 
become a ~nat~)J': of "'li"ti8.J. tntor8ct 1:02" the o-vc-.r'vvholmi.ng majority 
of J 8WS 1 VITh ethe T' they :pa~;l tile she k8:1. or not e 11118 8xi ste 11(jt), ±'utl.~:rEi v 

anj prosperity of tbe St~),te of Israel a;~'e 8,nd, will ::.~emE\,in the OG):li'-'--' 
cern of the some QV8!'VlhE'lmt:'lg D.l~l(lorlty of ]"Gi;:rS u In "\jhese cli::c(J1.lm-' 
stances~ V\Ihal'. doef) :Lt moan 'to 1,;8 a Zior;ist.? I do not mean b~V tllis 
that the 2lior,dst organisattol"J Dhonld 06 dissolved. n For D, lo':og 
time to come it w:L2.1 hf_3.~'/e -t~D o.e':3,l \~iith iW:&lol"tant agenda - fj_nancial 
hel:p~ prE.!.p8.1'~.d.-liurJ of jJ:rlllltg .... "-:~nts~ "L::'ainin[-~ (>';-"7:ll~,~-:J.-:'m., ·~nrJ. mobil12~::i.ng 
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of the people in SUppOl't of the State of Israel, B.nd similar 
problems. It will be for the appropriate Zionir;t bodies, the 
Actions Committee and the noxt Zionist Congress, to define th", 
limi t between the G(JvernmerJt of Israel and the Zioni.st Organic, 
sa tion; to define the sc ope and ac ti vi ties of the 1'e ·,or/ll.an:iseJ 
Zi.onist Organisation; to decide on the importp-nt problolii of how 
former non-Zionists who want~o mDke their oontl'i.b1.ri:;ion, 8hall 
now be brought into the work, now that the Jewish l;genoy as con­
stituted under the Mawat(, has ended its former existe'!we. 

All these l3J:'e problems which ma..v r)e of intel'est to us he 1'8 , In.lt 
which can naturally not be del\ij,ded by an;'1body other ths.n the 
appropri,ate Zionist organs. Wh8,t is of greater immedi2,'te :1.m]Jort·· 
ance to us here is the :)ossibiJ.i ty which t.he :it9-te of I~n'a81 
will have of lending us, in thl' WOl'ld ~iev;j,sl1 OC~1g1'e8s, ". helping 
hand in the defence Of Jewish position@ .. Wo hope tbr3,t at tIle 
next A.s8en~blY, -th~} St~ate of 181.:'8.81 WIll be &.dmi t-tGC-~ t,J ,-;',he United 
Nat~ons ~ so. 'bhe~t \:IJhen in ftltu~~~, J ewlsh Pl"C blerns ~'(HJ.'IA~:rj (tiS th,?i.~e~ . 
NatJ.otl,S actlon t3,1"j~se) there w1 .. Ll be, I no-po 9 B,t l.e::,;',,'s'c on8 o~[flQl8.l 
reprosentati ve of the State of Israel 2.'0 thE; CouDcL!. ':Vctb:L,'), ready 
to speak out and take 'Jo.1"8 of'them., .But ag8-i119 we ShtYll1d not. :'fe~ 
gal"d the State of Israel,- GO i'PGo~ Sqj ~;lle IO:f'ma.l :rGFref.-jont::.~.J-01·~Te 
artl spokesman of J81.Nish C0nL'11U!lities in "G:l'~ Diasr~o:,'a, wrU,ch j.t 
cannot be -- itt its OW;} :i ntel~8S'L;s 8.8 \vell 8,[1 ,Lo ·'V11of.1e of the 
communities thenwDJ:'1l0S ~ tJus"'G as :Jews in tihe Diaspore", \~6 G~u.out 
any politief::.,~. ti"G.~lJ.9 7Ji ·LJ}i-;~;!,}~A.FL,,-.- ~!':~.a~,G, will be en'l;t'blec. 2nd FJ..ble 
to look to tho Dtn,tc :fo:.t-:'~,mo:::'::tl",' (~ti.~J~por-cf _i,'n the Sf?JT"8 ~\;va~y the ' 
State wil~~ ,haVE} tho J:-ig.tii; · .. "'t';-'l{''£(L'';ye '~he mOl'pJ, 1';)llppOY'C o.i? lts 
authori t~l and presence in ,t,he United l~8.1:itonB to 1Ih8 ,j';}E'tifled 
ComI)laints Hnd claims of Jewiroh communitictJ .1.11 the D:,:".:3pOJ:8., or 
to general ~rewiEih dem2.nds oi~ t'irJ.8 Jev;j,sh }~lo,yplA; ll"ut. dtI'8ctly the 
Jews of the D-iaspora are fwm.itted ~ f;:l;8 they must be ... to L.a·(lG no 
polj.tioa,l.t:1.es with I~rael it bocomes c18&.r1,:/ Ji:lj;Jc;-:-;;Jibls' fr:.lT 
Israel to g.ot OLl theh" behalf. 

From ,this it follows that theT'e n;:1,Y.'\ bs, no 'con~:~!·i:)<}:ir~1~)J.on bfJt,~v;)cen 
the-f:'\~t??C8 of. Israel (and OUT l1atiJ.rsl .. l oolig;:'"t,JOY1S ';:0 ;:i-U::?211)C:(t j.t) 
and the need :.c-c-r an o:r'gani::n-J,tiol:', 0.".:: v..:orlCJ. 3'.'s·lft:ry "'1,0 ae"c :[or; Je"\lvish 
communities when8ve,r iJ.eCeSfj8-ry 1 and for the SOW:U3i1 IJt:o~ple "when 
desizo8d ~ The flJ.tu:re oJ: the Se~N13h people in '~hG Dia~1pora, a'!.ld t~he 
f1.rt1..u;<) of the ,sta'V" of Israel, alike requJre cJc'le Tel,atinl1s oi 
trust of :rn-utUf31 he:tp, of j.nteres-G\\ of co,> .. ·ope~.';:J,tion "in mJj,n~!? ce~ses; 
but f):t t.he S2me time thes "'aill be dj_stinot g,ne (Ji~f:t\;~:'8r·lt 8ntlties~ 

the St!3te representing its oi tizCJl1,9 a:cc1 G;;8ak!ng I01' tllEo;u, the 
World tTewj.sh Congress :rep:cesent.Jng the 'Je-r.;,,"_lbJh peol/Ie 8,1]c1 s1188Jr:ing 
for them " so far as S.uthol'ised to do [:0, 

All this leads me 'to the cODchwiol1 of my t'81ra:d:u., Both tl-,e 
anal;ysJs of the traged~' of JeWish Ufe i.n t.he last f:L:eteel1 yG~\rs, 
and this preJ.imin8.: y Gvalu[;!.tiion o,f the gj'-'-"':"li~38t, r:reati.ve :.i,Cht8ye,'·~ 
ment in Jewish life - t.he 8Gte,blishlJlenG of -tihp. StD.:t;o ..--, 1ea.d to 
the same conclusion~ tIle r..'ec5'asit'~1 of rllsdn'·t;[',,3."!1i'D2?: --(,,'Cc~ Ej t:t8':Jgthen­
ing an Qrgan1sm which will eXl)~('8E1S the lHJity 'Jf the ~f8"'Ji;iB}J ~;eoJ11e 
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and which can speak and act cn its behalf. I"ls~ithat this prcblem, 
too, may be dealt with in a practical way. Certain critics in Amer­
ican Jewry have developed a new bogey: Galuth nationalism. They are 
ready to acquiesce in, or even welcome, the existence of the Jewish 
State, but maintain their stubborn opposition to an organisation 
like ours, basing themselves on their dislike of what they call 
"Galuth nationalism". It is yet another of those bogeys which con­
fuse Jewish life, and I regret that distinguisaed leaders of Amer­
ican Jewry like the President of the American .Jewish Committee, who 
have taken up the right attitude with regards to the Jewish State, 
still seem to remain imbued with this confusing the nonsensical 
idea of "Galuth nationalism." 

The World Jewish Congress does not in:cend to represent, still less 
to create, a Jewish pol' tical nation in the [iJiaspora. So far as the 
Jews are a nation, in the legal and political meg,ning of this term, 
the Jewish nation is, represented by the Jewish citizens of the 
State of Israel. As I sa::'d before, the definition of what consti­
tutes a Jew is unimportant for the problem of the World Jewish 
Congres(3. Whatever we' are by theoretical definition·, (I personally 
believe, and have long believed, that there is no non".Hebrew term 
defining properly the collective ent::. ty C8.11ed the Jewish 'people), 
what is essential is to recognise that this entity has the right 
and the duty to organise itself for common activity and to do it. 
in an open, public, and organised manner. ' 

Where is it laid down that only "nations" have international organ­
isations? Are there no international ol"ganLsc/Gi.ons representing 
churches, soci,a1 groups, trade unions, writers, and all kin" s of 
collective conglomerations of individuals, based on professionf.\l, 
social and other common interests? If we recognise that there are 

'problems common to Jews allover the world, which are best dealt 
wi th by common approach, by co·-operation and co-ordination, the 
exi stence of the World Jewish Congre ss is fully Justified, and is 
indeed essential. As a matter of fact, the opponents of the Congress 
admit both assunptions. They admit the existence of common Jewish: ' 
interests, and even the need of common action. What they object to 
is the existence of one organisation - they would rather do it by 
some form of permanent co-operation between many organisations. 
They have even gone so far as to forget their opposi ti.on to the 
principle of a world Jewish organisation when they tried to get 
consultative status with the Uni ted Nations, Three of these bodies, 
outstanding opponents of the principle of one world Jewish organisa­
tion, have created an ad hoc comIni ttee, pretending to be a world 
organisation, since they could not hope for admission otherWise. 
With no deSire to indulge in polemics, or to Qffend arwone, may I 
ask in all fairness of men like the President of the Amel'ic8D 
Jewish Committee and the Anglo-Jewish A.ssociation, why it should 
be permissible 8Dd fair for them to establish themselves as parts 
of an international body for the sake of securing United Nations 
recogni tion, and unfair to do it for the sake of se:rving the Jewish 
people and discharging important duties to the Jewish people? The 
whole discussion is really meaningless. The exigencies of Jewish 
life have brought about practical recognition by everyone of the 



-14-

existence of common Jewi sh problems and the need for trying to 
solve them by common action, What our opponents still fear is 
taking the last step: admitting the need for an effictent inter­
national world organisation acting for these common interests, 

I am convinced that the time is not far off when they, too, will 
have to take this last step - just as the so-called non-Zionists 
of the Jewish Agency of yesterday have adopted the programme of the 
Jewish State (late indeed, but not too late), so they will now 
have to adopt, I hope again not too late, the principle of a world 
Jewish organisation, 

This does not mean Galuth Nationalism; it does not mean the exist­
ence of a poli tical Jewish nation in the Diaspora; it does not 
mean, either, at\\' abolition of the full autoi~omy of individual 
Jewish communi ties, The World .Jewish Congress has never tried to 
interfere with such autonomy., It is an organisation of voluntary 
affiliations, of autonomous Jewish communities and ol'g(l,nisations, 
freely joined in one world organisation to deal with oommon pro­
blems, It is obvious that no internal Jewish problem, or political 
problem of a Jewish community in .any country of the wo!'ld, is 
wi thin the jurisdi,ctic)U of the World .Jewis.h Congress, There is not 
one case in all the t1/leP'e years of its existence 1/Ihe1'e Congress 
has mooe the slightest attempt to interfere with the internal 
problems of any of its constituent j'ewish communiti,es .. not to 
speak of trying to interfere in. the political pl'oblelr:3 of Jewish 
communities - their alle~iance to ·,.",ious pol:, .. ical parties, and 
so on, '1'he WOl'ld .Jewish ongress does not even ,wt internationally, 
or with regard to various Governments, on behalf of anJi 1'ommuni ty 
unless asked by that oommuni ty ':0 do so, The Congress is an organ 
of the Jewish people, and its pa':.:ts; it acts when asked by those 
parts to clo BO, At the same time, respect .for the autonomy and 
iden"ti ty of individual Jewish communities and their organisations 
cannot go so far as to deny and destroy the pl'inciple of common 
aotion. If certain .Jewish bodies refuse t() joJn the Congl'ess be­
Cal1Se they wonld lose their identity, and o.e8i:1'e to insist on a 
fCirm of co-operation in which evel';\' action M,B first tc be dis­
cussedJ by all the co-operating bodies, every document inJnmi tted 
h8B to be signed b;W all these bodies, then t1:le prin(]:Lple of common 
action becomes ludicrous and impossible, beoB.1ltle such pl'o'cedure 
presumes that what is valid for one Jewish oommL1l1ity must be valid 
for them all. If, for instanoe, the Board. of Deputies of British 
Jews (whom we would be delighted to see amongst us)- I quote them 
only as an example - wer'e to insist on being free to deoide whether 
or not to participate in a given action at every stage, and on 
signing every' doolUllent to be presented to Govel'nmentz or inter-, 
national bodies, then all the sixty Jewi,8h org8,llisations represent­
ed in this SeSSion would h8,ve to hewe the s;xme right, because there 
cannot be special privileges. igr privileged Jewries. This, I feel, 
would make all real co-operation impossi bIe, 5nd j.nvolve the ore­
ation of machinery so cumbersome that no effective 'Ilork coula ever 
be done, The only way to effi1ilien"t action is fO}: U,g all to join 



in one org(~l,ni sation~ nl3.iYj:G~,\tning the Jc1e'{ittty of the national 
Jewish organi ss\"tious '.'vithiY2 ";hf] ;j"ill'tsdj otio 11 of their national 
activities, but at tlJo same time 1:egarlHng '~hem as parts of 
the Jarger boCly for wlHteveT ac'Gion meW llG eO. to be taken on 
an internatio nal neal 6-:. 

Here I want to SIB9.k ql1i-te fr8.nldy,. The tjlne is past when 
privileged .Jewrie s in Weetel'n Euro}Je Or Amerioa could arrogate 
to th ems el ve s -tho right to i nterVE!De 0 D behalf 0 f so-called 
less pri vileged comnmni tie ,s in Oent r:ccl Or I~2.st ern Europ e, 
North Africa, Or Latin Americr'c - to aot 9.," r,11oir "benefactors" • 
. The time when E11gli. dJ. .Jews, or certain g:roups of Ameri can 
Jews could claim to be ~"'.1ti10I'i8ec1 (by whom? 1 to aot as tre 
natural P'.L' otect01:'8 of tlle poor Ee.st}~uropean .Jews has passed 
away trese thirt;y or fOL'ty years, B-nd Ue sooner trese groups 
recognise i't tll0 bettel' 0 

Rumanian, Polifh or !Jtlle:;;' ,jewj.sh communi'Gies mat ntain , rightly, 
that .taey Cia not w13.nt to be "'7 pro tected Tl 'b;y Svny1Jods, but can be 
represented only by an'ol'ganisation:repreGeD'ttng the whole 
Jewish people, of which 'they aTe then1so1vesconsti'tuent members. 
If certr'lin ,Jew.Lshbodtos profo!' not to join;,J. single or@Disa­
tioD together with tho rest of 'U10 Jewish world, it is natural­
ly treir right to refrain; but the otller ~;'owish communities 
are surely then ontitlod to ask them, fi:::'mly and politely, not 
to intervene on their iJel1alf, m:rd not -to VIay, unasked, the part 
of stadlon:1m 0.1' uDwmrGed beDel'actors, If they want to help 
otherJew:Csh co.:nmnnit:i.es, thoymust (lo it Ol18.n equal footing 
with tllom 8,8 p8.r't of 'tho same Ol'g8.nlsatiDl'k InCidentally, I 
really do,Th')tknovlwhloh~ :Lntl1e wo:rld of to,·,·~aY9 are the 
more, and whi do. the J.OGS, p"'i vlleged Jewish 0 cIDmuni ties. I 
would ill t dare to say whi 011 J'ewish c cmrnun:L 1;1 e8 wEI need to 
be defen:1ed by t11e .Jewi.sh poople 8,S f), whOlo ten Or twenty years 
hence. And thi S o'efers to a:u. :;Oll'J:i. GIl 0 oHnm.mities in the 
world,. Without ::lny excopt:i.onGo Th·o o:mo:Y.'ienco of the last 
fifteen years Sllould Ylfwe taught us thi"" :lesi3on, even if the 
pride of some Jewi,shg:r'oTlPs may to hure 1.1;)' [iUoh a l2!tatement 
of facts" O'uI' slogfJ.D 'oan only 'bo; meet'!.,').]' holp by all Jewish 
o cmmunities, all 0((t121, an ¥'.::'t of Oll8 psGP:Le, ill1 co-operating 
in a common organtsational i:'r'»lne~No:(k,-, 

I do !lot Wa.1t in 1:;l1i8 o:~enJl)g ~),dd:r'e8s to ente:c j.11to any dis­
oussion of the c(JOOl'eteprog:r.amms ",cd detai~Lec1 w,sks whioh 
await the World .Jewish O~ngressc I am (icU'O tInt this Sossion 
will discus s these illnttors fU.lly, al:{: that diifere'nces of' q:pinion 
will dove lop .. espec ifJ.lly wHh rsga:l.'d to cl'J.ostions of relief 
anl the oonci1Ieto work of !'eoo nstructiol1o But I am sure that 
everyone will agree that the WOrld Jewish Oongross must oon­
centrate on two ma,jOT' :problems: poHticJ8JW0:ck to safeguard 
JeWish positions aDd SSC'-l:ce tlle shtus of ,JewiSh communities' 
allover the world, oSjJOoi.8.11;j7 in vlow of the g:nwe dangers 
Which menaoe US; ad! secondl.y 7 C1:Cttt]'2,.]. WQ'lco More than ever 
to-day it is neoessary 'to initiate and (JooI'd:i.nate q programme 
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of 00 11S truo ti v e acti vi tie s, to r elnuld ,Tewi 8h oul tural insti tu­
tions, brillg up Jewish b~ys!3.nl girls inlmowledge cif arrl. 
respeot £0"1' the Jewish past, and for the great treA.sures of 
Jev,t sh histor;v and cultural achievements. Ii; is not only 9. 
p-;:oblem of rebuilding Je\'\I:ish clutur'lll am religiOUS institutions 
in E1.-11'opej there is a similar problem in ID,'Gin .Lunerioa (which 
is becoming more am more i rnportant as a centre of Jev'\l:ish life 
in the Dif3S]JOIQ" and where tl::e situation in this resp3ct, 
especially in the slll,,,llcr countrieS, is ver;! unsatisfactory). 
It is a problem fClt' the larger Jewish communities in North Afrioa 
am 'ihe Ne.';.r East, oommunities with great and ]Jroud Jewish tradi­
tions whi oh have to be rreserved am hc,nded d cwn to succeeding 
genen,tioDJ3. 'l'his pr.oblem is sOimport,?,nt, 8nd so difficult, 
that it oannot be left to every oomrrmnity to ect 011 its own, 
thclUgh natur'o(l.ly tte IlBin contribution wi 11 h'3.ve to be m'3.de by 
the various ocmmuni ti es on the spot. Bu-t esreoially the ffilaller 
oommunities C'3.nl1ot well be left a10118 t,o ocrjle with this task-
not only finanoially, but also spl.l'itw1lly. \Vhat is no less 
e(.'30ntial is to oo·"ordinate the broad lines of activity in these 
fields in the v'~.ri'ms countries, work out a oommon programme 
in ~~'li(ih 8;11 seotions am groups in Jewish life OEtn co-operate. 
Different groups an'! parties arrl. c ollmulli ties may hold different 
views as to the most essential "tspect of Jewishne ss or Judaism, 
but there is apossibility of working out ft common programme 
whi,]hVil)uld, cover thsm all if we take into account as our basis 
the totality of Jewish c',lture in the past, of whioh we must 
st:"iv8 to lose 110 part, but tJ preserve am develop fClt' generf.l.­
tiol1s t; ') cOrne., 

In this Wor Id 0 f grea t ideo lOgic '11 0 anf Ji 0 ·ts. V.l th the strong 
apDef):!.8 made by man,Y- new movement", to our :¥,o'Lu'.\s people, it is 
mOTU than over eHsential to strengthen treir .}'e,1I/i sh oonsoiousness 
- not only 'politioo,lly arrl. sentirnentally, but also 01.-1,".turally 
End spilitual1y. We oan do this by giving them a chance to 
lOJDw what the Jo1!1ii.sh people 11'3.8 oreated snd o,ohieved in its 
IJ118 bistorY .~ by givi.ng', mG~'l1·{;\leir JewL sl1 oonsciousness. 
It hS,:J ':\lways beon our ]Jrido_:"~0 t;O be a Jew meant mum more 
tlw,n:j1),st having some vague sentiment about it: that it meant 
to Icn(~N, to learn, to study. Without Jewish le8l:'rJing - in all 
its fOrms - the JewiSh peo]Jle wouldhavo disintegrated long 
siTIoe, '"TId perishod frQn the earth. And although facilities 
fOr Jewish learning are to-day very different from what they 
W01'e s('(l]e oenturies ago, we havo still to do everything we can 
to 1ms pi 1'e our IB aple -- and espeoially our yo'ang p3 opl e :" no t 
onls with emotions of pride arrl. devotion, but also with knowledge, 
withot't vhi:ch those sentiments oarmot be firmly rooted. 

As fOr the 90J.itiof..\1 WClt'k, after the tTagic lessons of the last 
peTiod, the Jewish people must begin to reaJise that the problem 
of its exis te noe is]J rim'1ri ly a po li tio alone, to be hand 1 ed by 
:politi oal_methods. Relief is co, great thing. and must be oon-
tlllUed so JDrlg as mn.y be neoess',,"'Y, but at its best it is only 
a substitUie. So long as European Jewry is not f-ully re-estab-
lished, relief vlill continue a very essentiR,l 'i;R,sk in the life 
of t1-' e Jewish pe o})le. It should thE} reio 1'0 bo demooratised; it 
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h8.s become 8. m'ltter fet the who Ie 1B ople, which must not only 
provide tl1e money, but must ".lso decide em the lines of policy 
governing its expe mi tur e. The Jewrie s whi ch sti 11 Deed 
relief must themselves have a full say in the handling of the 
fmds. The notioD of beneficin,ries 'lID benefactors Which I 
mentioned in mother context, h'3S to disappear in the sphere of 
relief too. It c3nnot bemonopolised by one gt'QUP or another. 
It hQs to become thl resPQnsibility of the 19.rgestpart of the 
people. It l:r.s to be co-ordinated in its various 8.spects, and 
h3s 8.lso to be partly dealt wi th by pali ti crc'll methods. Much 
more uSe of Government help will be reeded than in the past. 
We are the victims - thl J.lt'imn,ry victims - c.'f Nazi aggression, 
and the democit!atic world owes us its help in repairing some of 
the dcmage am restoring Jewish life. The whole dogms.tic 
distinction betweeD relief work and pOlitic".l WOrk has no mean-
ing in the circumst':1nc es of to-d:lY. Intern'). ti oml. organisati ons 
in the United N'3.tions are playing their part in this work. 
Negotiations with governnents have to be comucted, governnent 
hel.p h'1s to be secured, facilities have to be o!1tA.ined. Who 
can s:,o,y that all this is purely relief work, and dces not involve 
political work as well? 

But el'en after all this ms been done, md Jewish relief 
organi sed (as it must be). that alone cannot solve the problems 
of the Jews in the Disspora. Our fight for survival is a. 
poli tical fight. It is the fight of a pe ople. It has to be 
directed, co-ordinated am organi sed by politic<Jl methcd s, and 
the fear th':1t some Jewish groups show of all political work 
rerclly needs to be overccme once am for all. It is perfectly 
legitimate for the Jewish pe aple as such to take common action 
in defence of its ID'1in interests; no decent Gentile and no 
fair-minded Gover nnent will misum erst,8.nd cr resent it - nor have 
they misundeJ!"stoOd or resented it in all the hi story of the 
twelve years' work of the World Jewish Congress, or the historl! 
of the Committee of Jewish Dslegations before that. We have 
no need to be ashr;uned of org8.nising ourselves politi cally, as 
long as there is a danger to our pOsition, and as lo:qs as anti­
Semitism am other kinds of disc imination prevail in all parts 
of t hl 11'10 rId. Am just .8,9 the wor Id has 1 e8!'n ed to 8d mi re and 
honour too ,Jews in Palestin3 who have established thlir State 
am are fighting to Ill:Iintain it, thl world at large will respect 
a Jewish people which is re2dy to fight for its position wherever 
they 1 ive and have a right to live. Nothing h2.s done more harm 
to our prestige, to our position in the "vorld, than the wel"k 
re:J.ction of the Jewish people to the ll1-').ssive 8.ssault of Narism. 
If not for the revival of Jewish consci'Jusness c.nd the heroic 
achievement s of mod er n Zio Dism whi ch have led to the e stab lish­
ment of the State ::Jf Isr8.el, Jewish prestige after the Hitler 
dec8de would have sunk to its lowest ebb. Something of the 
spirit whim has brc)Ught about the establisbrrent of the State 
must now imbue thl Jews of the Diaspora in their fight for sur-
vival. So long as a p30ple is prepared to fight for its future, 
no enemy can destroy it. The murdGr of a people is no t 
recorded in histor1. Whenever a people was destroyed, it was 
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through its cwn fault - because it lost faith art! courage, 
gave up the str"LEgle in face of superior forces; in fact, 
committed suicide. 

More important than all our organisational arrangements, 
mOre important than all financial means, more important than 
all political acti on as such, is the revival of the fighting 
spirit of our people. We have gone throug}l the greatest 
tragedy in our histOry; wehr'lve come out weakened, hut not 
broken. We have mobilised our resources am our will to live, 
anl. realised the ideal of Our ancestors in the establishment 
of the State of Israel. It is on simil ar lines that we have 
to pro (Bea, spiritually, with regard to the large majOri ty, 
of Our psople who for the time being remain in the Di asp or a, 
After all, we are one people, with one spirit anl. one policy. 
If we are resolved to secure am strengthen Jewish pOSitions 
wherever they are, not to yield one af them, if we are ready 
to fight together for our survival, with all progressive and 
decent elements in the world, then we sl1'111 su;;ceed in normal-
ising our own existence. That means roving the State of 
Israel at the centre and a strong am creative Jewish Diaspora 
at the periphery. In doing this, our generation, which has 
wi tressed the greate st tragedy in Jewish Ii fe, without being 
able to prevent it, will also witness the laying of solid 
foundations for a new and better future for the JewiSh people 
in a world whi ill, if full of dangers, is alSO full of opportu-
ni ti e s. . 

In the long run the fate of a psople is determined by itself. 
Th8.t is why peoples am nations exist. In the end it will 
depem on our cvm determinratiolP - bQth in Palestine and in the 
Diaspora - whether we are weakened and destroyed by the great 
changes now in process or impending, or whether we are able to 
use the opportunities they offer to become one of the recog­
nised am respected peoples af the world - a people with a 
secure home, a life, a future - making its arm distinctive 
COntribution to the progress and future of h'rnmanity. 
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OPENING lVIEi1'l'ING OF THE SEOOND PLENARY ASSEMBLY OF 

'['HE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

The Second Plenal'y Assembly of the World Jewish Congres_~ opened 
in'a festive atmosphere in Mont:ceux on Sunrl'\;r, June'2~3,15 p,m. 
Dr, Stephen S" Wise, President of the World Jewish Oongress declared 
its first session opened, On behalf ot the Congress he expressed his 
appreciation 'of th(c mesfoage' of good wishes received from Federal 
Covncellor M.Max Petitplerre, Chief of the Political Department of '0he 
SWiss Confederation, to) well as from the Hetld of the Ca.nton de Vaud 
in who se territory the Assembly is taking place, 

The President then read a message of good wishes from the 
Uni ted Nations ( Division of non~Governmental O:cganisatious) a't Lake 
Suooess and weloomed the p:resence of The ii' Exoellenoies, the MiniSters 
1.n S'i.'itzerland of Czeohoslovakia, Hungary, 1'01::11'1([ and Yagoslnv:l.'1, . 
the Charges eLl Affail'es of Cu]}a, tJw Re]Jres(mtE,ti yes of the Austrian;---'---­
British and United'S'ta'bes'!Vlinicters in Swi'tllerlaniL as well as the .0 

Consuls of Bolivia} Italy, tho NetheTlands, Guatem~,la and Nicaragua, 
Loud. ohoering aooompanied the referenoe to the Republic of Gu::1temala 
whioh was the second 001ln'i;I'y 'GO recognise the S'bate of IsraeL 

A s'G[J;'m of a]Jplamle greetecl'Dr,VVise's weloome to l'iIr,Davla. Remez, 
Israeli Minister of Communioations, representing the state of Israel, 
The Oongress rose 'Co i'ts feet to tllG strains of the Hatikvah, the 
Jewish National Anthem. 

Th'3 ohoGring 1.vas renewed at the read.ing of SIJeoial messages 
seut to the Assembly by !Vlr,D.Ben~Gurion, the P):ime Minister and 
l'iIr.M.Sl'lertok" the Foreign M1nister of the Pl'O''Visional GovernmGnt of 
Israel, ,and by the two Uhief Rabbis of Is:caeL 

In the:it' jOint ffi(,,"qq,,:,?~,w Jewish" tatesmen 8xpressGd the 
hope that the Assembly would be successful in its effortr, to uphold 
Je,wish honour and Jewish rights Wherever they ma~T be in jeopardy. 

The Presia,eITe of the 1forid Jewish Cong):oss also aoknowledged, 
with thanks, the presence tln'ough bhoir l'vl'cesentatives, and interest 
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of a large numbercf intornational' organisation?, inoluding the 
International Refugee Organisation, UNESCO, the World Health 
Organisation, the L1ternational Committee of the Red Cross and the 
World Federation of Trade Unions. 

Dr.Stc;,b,el1 Wise then greeted as fraternal dele,:::.ates, the 
Representatives of the Board of Deputies Of British Jews, the 
Conseil Representatif des Juifs a,e France, the Mosaiska Foersamlingen 
of Sweden and of the World Federation of Sephardi Jews" . 

The President' sopeiling remarks were fOllowed by ado.resses of' 
welcome by Mc~tre Vogelsang, Mayor of Montreux, Dr. Georges Brunschvig, 
l'residen"t'"of the FeCleratJon of Jewish Communities in Switzerland 
and by Dr"J.J,Bloch, Chai'rman of the Jev:ish CODllnlmity at Montreux­
Vevoy, 

Dr"Stc:phen Wise took up the word. again in an inaugural address, 
the prinCipal oontents of Which wero roleased to the Press earlier 
to-day" 

, TheJ:'e followed a solemn religious servioe to commemorate the 
6,200,000 _. ctims of Nazi barbarity a't whioh Rabois Dr.Nurook, 
Member of the 1Dxeoutive-Cormn:Lttee, and Dr"Kahane, Chief Rabbi of the 
Polish Army, offioiatGd" In his address Dr,Nurook mourned the faot 
that J'"wish life in 'Europe had been shattered beyond repair and great 
DGiitres of J-ewish learning wiped. off the face of the earth; 
Dx"Kahane stressed that decpHe the grea'l;;est oalamity in their 
history the JewiiOlh people trtill lives" 

'L'he main sPEJeoh of the day was made by Dr.Nahum Go Id.mann , 
President of the 1Dxoout:l:ve Conn1ittee,who spoke on the pr"sent,-day 
position of World Jew:cy" A summar-y of the speeoh has been published 
in a Press oommunique earlier during the day, -

At the oonolusion of the d.ay? s work the Assembly eleoted 
members of the Credentials' COC1mittee followingwhioh the meeting 
adjourned until MOIlllay mortling, when'D:c,A.I"Kubovritzkf, Seoretary­
General of 'Ghe World. Jewish CongY~;:;8, will present the llsport of 
the Executive 0 '],his will be followeo. by a general d.ebate, scheduled 
to last three days, 
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The second meeting of the Assembly opened at 10 minutes past 
10 0' clode, DR,NARUlVl" GOL:clllANN, Ft'esident of the Executive Committee 
who was i.n the chair, called'upon DR.LEON KUB01:'ITZKI, Secretary-Genera.l 
of the l!Jorld. Jewish Congress, to present the Report of the Executive. 

DR.KUBOWITZKI stressed. that never in the histoTY of the Jewish 
people had. there been an organisation of the soope of the lNo Tld Jewish 
Congresso There was haTd.lY a Jewish Community-which was not linked with 
the WOTld. Jewish Congress, one way or another. Not only the geographical 
scope but also the scope of its ·tas.]{s· was unprecedented. With the 
exception of pUTely Teligious affairs, there was hardly any problem 
of general Jewish inteTest which would not be embraced by the activities 
of the World Jewish Congress. In recent years events had been fo rcing 
upon the World' Jewish CongTess one task after another whether of . 
organisa"Gional, "political, Telief or of cultural characteT. se.idOm, 
too, has a Jewish organisation gained a swifter recognition by the 
people. :B'ormer opponen(o;s..· of inte rnational collaboration between Jewish 
organisations had. themselves been compelled. to lifeless and bloodless 
Teplicas of the WOTld. JeWish Cor.gress. 

DUring the twelve years.of its existence the World. Jewish 
Congress had managed to add to Us leaders men eminent in Jewish and 
general affaiTs. 

Many Jewish problems had. t'ecently become rather complicated 
and involved and it was necessal'y to study them. very carefully before 
taking any actions, The ],Jain difficulty was inherent in the fact 
that its activities were dependant of the good-will of its constituent 
bodies. There was no element of compulsion in its qonsti tution. V'fhen 
the Committee of J eYlish Delegations was created a.fter the 1 ast war . 
there was a world order in existence which nat ions wished to preserve. 
At the '0ime of the first session of ·the World Jewish Congress that 
international order vms on the verge of crumbling" It did crumble, 
and who would make bold to say that it had been rebuilt since. As 
far as "the defence of Jews was concernecl the Leagu.e of Nations was 
more effective than the United. Nations Viere to,:""da~'. Six million Jews 
had be.on GxteTminatecl i3ince then and no wonder that Jews despair 
sometimes of the po Cl8ibUi ties of building a secure life in the 
Diasporo.o . 



- 2 .... 

A further point to remembGr was that 
War Tv;o all Jewish activities were focused 0 
J e1,·;ish Stat e in Palestine. 

Probl,ems of 0:r.B~1s.~ll~ 

since the end of World 
the establishment of a 

The Congress had 65 constituent bodies in various countries .. 
Thel'e were only three communities in 'Europe which were not wholly 
affiliated to the Congress. In the Western Hemisyihete there were only 
a few small groups whi.ch were outsiO.e itil framework, , 
Thore were no communities in ASia which would not be affiliated to 
the Congress or where Congress influence would not be felt, As to 
Africa, there were eight affiliated oommuni'cies and affiliation had 
been effeoted with regarCi to the Jewish oommunity of Australia. There 
were communities,however, where oontaots had to be reconstructed or 
expanded. 

With regaro. to relief during the War there was no organised 
Jewish body whioh oould olaim more effeot ive work in thiS field. The 
World Jewish Congress was a deoiSive faotor in saving many Jewish 

communities in 'Europe, The Congress was in the forefront of the fight 
against the oonspiracy of silence whioh surroun.ded the non_.78vr1sh world 
in regard to Hitler's massacres and in demanding steps against them; 
It colleoted the faots of the extermination campaign in Europe, wiiming 
the support of governments. military authorities and the Red Cross; 
it materially contributed to oreating tho International Refugee 
Organisation; the Congress had also prepared concrete programmes for 
relief and rescue and helped in bringing Nazi murderers to justice, 
Congress waB instI'umental in easing the Allies' financial and food 
blockades to facilitate aid to civilian :Lnternees. The Congress pre~ 
vented the' deportation to Polano. of Bulgarian Jews and helped to 
rescue 190,000 Hungarian Jews as well as a large number of Danish Jews, 

The JeY'ish right for reparations from Germany was recognised 
thanks to the efforts 0 f the World Jewish Congress; with the restoratl°tl 
of the Cremieux Doorees in Algiers the battle for the restitution of 
Jewish equality has been won. Tho Congress was suocessful in obtaining 
recognition as a oonsultative body of the United Nations and was 
instrumental in putting on the agenda of the Sooial and Euonomic 
Counoil the problem of the Jews in Arab countries; it had an honoured 
plaoe in the aotivities of UNESCO and was the only Jewish organisation 
to be represented in the Provisional International Counoil for 
Education. 

The speaker rejeoted allegations made against Congress in 
certain quarters '~hat it had failed eluring the war to mobilise 
JeWish and non-JeY'ish opinion for rescuework. The truth was that in 
these spheres the Congress was very aotive and had even taken the 
initiative. At tho time the Germans tried to prove that anti-Semitism 
was rising in Eng:'.and ano. America, the Congress could not very well 
play into the hanel.s of the NaziS by telling the world that Britain 
opposed the Horthy yrOp0R~,1R beoause she was afrai.c. it would be 
neoessary to op,m elle gates of Palestine to JeV!s escaping fI'om Hungary; 



As the firs'c speaker in the GENERAL DEBAT'!!!: Capt;M;MIRSKI, 
Poland re.:Jalled. that it~Vlas on Polish soil that the greatest massacre 
cf Jews had taken placee :10 emphasised the post-war aohievements in 
the rehabilitation of Polish Jev1ry and the full civic rights which 
Jews '"o-day enjoyed in democratic Polano_ as in other countries of 
Eastern Europe, 

Capt .Mirski demanded a mo re realistic appreciat ion of con­
temporary anti-Semitism, Which was no longer emotional! but conscious 
policy of ~otal extermination of Jewry - a policy firso formulated by 
Nazi Ge nYl2.ny and now taken over by the heirs 0 l' Hi tler' s ideolo gy. 

Anti-Semitism went hand in hand with warmongering aild unbridled 
anti-COmmv.nist campaigns Which, as recent history had shewn, always 
terminated. with attacks upon the Jews~ The threat of anti-Semitism 
could clearly be discerned in those countries Which withheld recognition 
of the State of Israel and which contributed to the rebuilding of a 
strong Germany; 

The division of "the world into two camps referred to earlie;!: 
by Dr. Golrcmann was no t a geo graphical but a -spiritual division; there 
could be no Jewish neutrality on this issue. It was imperative that 
Congress shoulCl join its efforts with all forces (lverywhere working 
for peaoe and security. including Jewish security. and the SoviGt 
Union must be counto(l among the forces for peace; 

General applause greeted. the statement that it was incumbent 
on all: J swish cOmmuni ties throughout the world of whatever ideological 
trends, to lend the fullest moral and. other support to the new State 
Of IsraeL 

Mr.Mirski deprecated the aOLivities of Jewish splinter groups 
who Were active outside Congress and who hinClered its work. For the 
well-being of Jewry it was essent ial that Congress shoula be~buil t up 
as the supreme representative foroe of J"wry in the Diaspora. 

The Jewish d.61egation from Poland had. come to Congress Without 
any ulterior motives, £111(1 its sole as:r:~."D.tion was to help build, in 
conjunction With all democratic forces, a happy and. secure life for 
Jews the wOTld over and in the State of Israel. 

MTqLud.wig St,'Jcklcr, Hungary, thanked the Congress for its great 
efforts to save the Jows of Hn·n:..;~'rY from destruction and spoke with' 
appreciat ion of-the .co}e _,f the SOli i8t Army in finally liberat ing 
Hungary's Jewry; 



As the first speaker in ·che GENERAL DEBAT"l!: Oapt.M;MIRSKI, 
Poland rec2,J.led that it';ms on PoliSh soil that the greatest massacre 
of Jews had. taken placee :10 emphasised the post-war aohievements in 
the rehab ilitat ion of I'o:.cish Jewry and the full civic rights which 
Jews ·Go-day enjoyed in democratic 1'olanc1 as in other countries of 
Eastern Europe. 

Capt.Mirski dema:1.ded a mo re realistio appreCiation of con­
temporary anti-Semitism, Which was no longer emotional, but consciouS 
policy of ~otal extermination of Jewry - a policy first formulated by 
Nazi Genr,any and now taken over by the heirs of Hitler' s ideology. 

Anti~SemitiBm went hand in hand with warmongering aild unbridled 
anti-Oomrrm.nis·C campo.igns whioh, as recent history had shewn, always 
terminated with atta3ks upon the Jews; The threat of anti-Semitism 
could clearly be discerned in those countries Which withheld recognition 
of the State of Isra31 and which contributed to the rebuilding of a 
strong Germany. 

TI'e division of the world into two camps referred to earlie;t: 
by Dr,GolCcmann was ':lot a geographical but a·spiritual division; there 
could be no Jewish noutrality on this issue. It was imperative that 
Oongress should join its efforts with all forces everywhere working 
for peace and security, including Jewish security, and the Soviet 
Union must -be counted. among the forces for peace~ 

General applause greeted the statement that it was incumbent 
on all: J swish communi ties throughJ1J.t -che world of whatever ideological 
trends, to lend the fullest moral and other support to the new State 
of Israel" 

Mr.Mirski deprecated the activities of Jewish splinter groups 
who were active outside Oongress anct who hinde:t'ed its work~ For the 
well-being of Jewry it was essenti8.1 that Congress shoulCl. be'-built up 
as the supreme ropresentati ve forco of Jewry in the Diaspora~ 

The Jewish d.61egation from Poland had come to Congress yvithout 
any ulterior motives, and its so]e as];:;".'c,o,tion was to help build, in 
conjunction With all democratic forces, a happy and secure life for 
Jews the world over and in the State of Israel. 

Mxq:Ludwig St~~ckl0 r, HUIl[::'1I'Y, thanked the Congress for its great 
efforts to save the ,JovJS of Hx":;~ry from destruction and spoke with 
appreciation of"tbe .0]( Jf the Soviet Army in finally liberating 
Hungary's Jewry~ 
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The afternoon session of the second day o.f-.the.,Azsemblyopen€ 
at 4 0' clock with ~;Na1;Ium Goldmann in the chai):,', 

Mr. ~I'!rael Cohel1. fraternal delegate of the Board of Deputies ,I 
of BrLtish :Jews pTesBnted greetings to the Assembly, He stressed the' 
great trad:!:;~ions of the Boare, of Deputies, recalled its 190 year old 
history and ob jected against the view that none but the lfiJo rld Jewish 
Congress had the right to plead the Jewish case with international 
bodies, 

;Q£~,R,Bienenfe.1.(!; on behalf of the European Secretariat of the 
Vforld Jewish"'C'Oiigress, refuted the charge leTelled earlier that the 
Wo rld Jewish Congress had adopted' an excessively neutral attitude. The 
Wo rld Jewish Congress had succeeded,. against st iff opposition, in 
seCUring the adoption of new and the revision of old clauses in the 
Bill of Human Rights drafted by the United Nations. Dr,Bienenfeld 
referred to Mr. Israel Cohen earlier panegyric of the Board of' Deputies ;) 
and recalled a conversation with Prof.S.Brodetsky, President of the 
Board, in which the latter had said that British Jewry would"never 
agree to taking its place at the tail end of any international 
organisation," But tlhere was no need for the Board of Deputies to be 
so modest" It could come into Congress and take its place there right 
up at the front. In the interest of world Jewry it was essential that 
a Single great intenlational Jewish organisation should speak in its 
name. 

RabQ1.Max Kirshblum, U.S, delegate and Vice-president of the 
American Misrachi in a widely applauded speeCh advocated that Congress 
get down to the very bare essentials of Je1vish problems, leavi:rJi2: aside 
irrelevant Eastern and 't'estern bloc politics. That was the best means 
of securing unity within wo rld Jewry. Anti-S emi tes in their murde rous 
attacks on Jews never stopped to ask if the Victims belong to the 
left orto the right, were devoutly religious or free-thinkers. Jewish 
people in defending their rights should not make the mistake OI 



l1i:.ldl. iv _; themesl ves by idsolo gice.l 0 I' other barrie rs. They must con­
centrate their efforts in building up the grsat strong, effective 1!'orld 
Jewish Congress they all desired. 

They were anxious to link up Vlith progressive forces everywhere, 
but speaking for himself,Rabbi Kirshblum was not sure which were the '. 
progressive forces. Ho remembered Jewish enthusiasm when he was in 
London in 1944 and the so-calloo_ reactionary Churchill government was 
ousted by Labour. A vieW could be takon that the Labour government 
really was progressive but as far as the Jews were concerned it 
certainly Vias not. 

MrsC!.~Q£.§.JUeff,- British Delegate, gave a historical survey 
of the foundation and activities of the-British Section of World 
Jewish Congress. In a roference to Capt .Mirski I s statement that Congress 
had fail 00. in its -cLuty by not })ressing for an early opening of the 
Second Front, Mrs.Sieff said it would have been dangerous for Congress 
to have intervene(l in such an issue although evory member 0 f Congress 
realised how important the Socono_ Front was. The speaker quoted an 
interohange of correspondence botweon Soviet Ambassador Maiski and 
Mr,Eastorman in Dec6mboT 1942 on the subject of saving the Jews from 
destruction; Congress had submittod plans for the bombing of Nazi 
gas-bhambe:c. Mrs. Si8ff Challenged Mr.Oohen on the attitude 0 fthe 
Board.of Doputies and questioned the wisdom of the adjective "foreign" 
in the Board's Foreign Affairs committee. 

)!i!.2:~!.I.Raisk;y:, French Delegate, addressed himself'to the AmericBll 
delegation and through that delegation to American Jewry, draWing 
their attent ion to the perils confroming t110 Jewish people. Far 
hysteria and anti-Oommuni.s:t", hystoria wore phBnomene;-4Vhloll"''h:a.Ji lod ill 
the past and. might again lead in tho futuro to mass ext~rmination of 
the Jews.If any of our Jowish brothron participated in this form of 
hysteria then they personally would be holping to undormine the 
existence of the Jews in Israel and in the rost of the world and also 
thei·r own existenco and civic rights in the Unitod states. Tho speaker 
called for the democratisation of the policy and organisation of Oon.gr.ess"", 
.which must embrace all tendencies in J.ewish life and become the fighting 1 
organ of a fighting peo~le. 

Mr,S.Z.Shraga:i.~ the first dolegate of Israel to take the 
floor, affirmed .t:li"8:"t''l'S'rael and the Yishuv did not considor themselves 
to be in any way separated from tho rost of tho J01Nish people which 
was one andindivisibloo Not for nothing had the Yishuv been the 
first to sond its bost sons and. daughters inte action behind. the 
enemy lines during the late war to help rescuo their fellow Jews from 
the Nazi toils. Iarael,-'as opposed to any ideol0t;:y y,'hioh sought to 
set up a dividing wall betwoon Israol and the chlldron of Israel. 
Vi th tho c.):'oation of the state of Israel there was a cGrtain danger 
that attemp'cs Would be r,ade to clotach Jewish communities in the 
Diaspora and thus establish a plurality of Jewish splinter peoples. 
That danger must be fought and overoome. The prograPli"e before Oongress 
was porfeotly clear - to fight for Jewish rights the ,vorld over 
irrespective of whether they live in the East or '''est. Israel would 
collabol'ate With all who wero on its side and would oppose all who 
were against it •. Mr. Shragai urged that Congress should lead in fostering 
Jewish eduoation the worlct over becau.seJerish lifo could not be built 
up on igno1'anoe. '''ithout Jewish learning there was no Jewish life.The 
answer to t.he extermination of six million Jews was for JeWish people 
to have largor families, m6re chilclren to take the plaoe of the six 
million who hacl boon slain, He callod for the 1"0 rld Jewish Oongross to 
set up a scientific department and. a spocial f'unc1 to enoourage larger 
.T,::,'wi [.:fh T8.milies c 



At the conclusion of the meeting DroNahum Goldmann read a 
number of messages which have reacher' tlie'Assem1iI'y in thEl'course 0;1' 
the day, One from Rabbi IHsslm ()uhana, Chief Rabbi of the Sephardic 
Community in Haifa-urg8Crthe Oongres's'~to take all possible steps 
against the dangers of anti-Jewish action threatened by Moslem 
countries, contrary to international law" A telegram from 
,iIlr. Itzchak_ Gruenbaum, Israeli Minister for Home ('?fairs stressed 
the links existing between the Jews ill 181"ae1 ancl in_ Diaspora. 
Messages from the Maccabi '''arId Union, the Alliance Israelite Unive:r­
selle and from ET..~avid :frato, dhierliabbi_~o.-f :Rome, were aIM feM. 

['he following official 
of the Second Plenary Assembly 

Representing the Executive: 

For Argentina: 
For Brazil: 
For France: 
For Germany (British Zone): 

(U.S. Zone): 
For Great Britain: 
Fo r Hungary: 
For Italy: 
Fo r Israel: 

For P~land: 

Fo r Rumania: 
For U.S,A, 

For Switz erland 
For Scandinavia 

list of Members of the Presidium 
was announced du:ring the meeting: 

Dr" St 81)hen S c vTis e 
Dl".Nahum Goldmcmn 
Dr,Noah BiHOU 

Mr;Al'on Schussheim 
Dr;Moses Hoff 
Mr~I,Grinberg 
Mr,Joseph Rosensaft 
Mr,David T:ceger 
Lady Reading 
Mr,Ludwi.g St,oeckler 
Signor Raffael Can toni 
Mr,Mayer Grabovsky 
Mr;Zer;, '''o~, 
Dr,Zamwel Kahane 
TIr ,A(,olf B0rman 
Caut ,Michal JIilirski 
Mr:Bel'ku }I'd.dmann, M.P. 
Rabbi M"Kil'shblum 
Rabbi l\Io:,:,tOl1 BeTman 
Judge 1evin'Ghal 
Mr"i3had Polier 
Mr ,Marcus Cohn 
Mr"H.l.lJ,el Stol'ch 
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The evening meeting of-the Assembly opened at 9.30 p.m. with 
:D}l,NATry,1 C',O::,DJllANN in the chair, 

First to speak was MILLGRINBERG, Vice-President of the 
"Conseil Representatif des Juifs de France"(CRIF). He said that CRIF 

had deoided, to send observers to Montreux and was happy at the deoision 
to designate them as "fraternal Q,elegates," The ohoioe of the term 
was happy as CRIE' in faot linked all Jewish 0 rganisat ions without 
regard to their views and the origin of their mem?ers. 

The chair Was taken over by MR. ZERUBA'I'EL, Israel who asked' 
Mr,J08eph Rosensaft, representative of the Bl'itish Zone of Germany, 
to take the floor, The ohairman said it was appropriate that an 
Israeli representative should be presid,ing over a sitting addressed 
by a representative of the Jews in the Displaoed Persons campS. 

MR. JOSEPH ROS'ENSAF'I' exprGssed the thanks of the Jews in the 
British Zone for efforts made by the World JO\'!i8h Congress on -their 
behalf, and, :.:~aid speoial tribute to the'tireless efforts of Mr,N"Ila!l.'ou, 
Mr.A,L.Eo.s'u"'~Tlan and Mr.ScS, Silverman, M.P. He emphasi~:ed, that not 
one Jowish D.P. in Germany wanted to remain there, Anti-Semitism was 
raising its ugl~T head in Germany again, Sinoe liberation 7200 JewS 
have left the British Zone of Germany for Israel, Recently a party 
of 461 children left for Israel and every effort was made to make 
their journey comfortable, 'i'l'e Wo rld J owish' Congl'ess had playeo_ no 
small part in helping the Aliya 0 f the 7200, and partioularly that of 
the ohil dren 0 

:':'HCF' ,])fICO GINZBURG, PresicLent 0 f the "Conseil des Assa 0 iations 
Juives" of Belgium said that the Jews were not at ease in oountries 
they resto,ed ill, In spite of the war in Palostine the Jews there wel'e 
among the hap:oiest in the world. They were able to build instead of. 
always thinking of reoonstruotion~ 

i " , 



- 2 -

DR.ADOLF BERMAN warneo. the Jewish world not to forget the 
terror of the recent past. Jews were bound to raise their youth in 
the spirit of proud and courageous fighters. 

, 

He enumerated three tasks which, in view 0 f the Polish ,~ 
delegation, were of key importance for the V1o!'ld Jewish Congress, 
They were: firstly, fight against anti-Semitism; seoondly, the defence 
of the State of Israel to whom Jewry in the Diaspora must serve as a 

: .hinte !'land. He reported in this oonneotion that Polish Jews wore ~i ving 
blood for the Hagana bloodbank in Poland. He also mentioned the role 
played by Soviet Russia in the struggle for the establishment of the 
Jewish State, Dr.Berman's third point was that Jews oUGht to link up 
with all progressive forces of the world for the builcUng of a better 
human sooiety. He was totally opposed to the polioy of neutrali ty of the 
World Jewish Congress I!roolaimed by Dr. Goldmann. 

DR.ROBERT MARCUS, Direotor'of the Politioal Department of 
the Wo rld Jewish Congress Exeouti ve, reminded the Assembly of the great 
needs of J'ewish oommunities in the Moslem oountries. Jews OUGht to 
co-operate With progressive foroes in their own oountrios an(1 this was 
the oase in the United States. The speaker attaokod the poliGY vrhich 
failed to proseoute and oonviot important was oriminals and whioh had 
resulted in a thoroughly unsatisfaotory progress of denazifioation, 

. ' 

MR.DAVID TREGER; speaking on behalf of Jewish DP's in the' 
Amerioan Zone of Germany, said all DP's considered themselves to be, . 
potentially, oitizons of IsraeL, He thanked the r,'orlel Jewish Congress, 
the Jewish AdvisoT to the American Army of Ocoupation and other Jewish 
bodies for their work on behalf of Jews in the Amerioan Zone, 

DR,MOSHE SNEH, of the Israel delegation, did not 'believe that 
there existed a oontradiction of interest 'between the S'Gate of Israel 
and the Jews in exile. He stressed that there were dangers to the 
sovereign f;} of ~:;c.!j State of Israel and 'Go the Jews in the rest 0 f the 
world. These dangers had to be faoed by the Whole Jewish people united 
in their defensive determination. The world was not divided :1.nto East 
and Fest but into h\ll1dreds' 0 f millions of peace-loving people and a 
small clique who explOited, suppressed and baited their fellow-men. 
It was clear on whioh side the Jews stood. There was no question that 
British impe rialism ana. the oapi tal :."'~, military and industrial cliques 
in. V!ashington were bad for the Jews, while the Soviet Union stood 
always firm as regards the establishment of the Jewish State, Fo l' the 
first time in her history Poland had a regime that gave Jews complete 
equality; in Rumania the Jews for the first time enjoyed oompl,ete 
security. People's demooracy was good for the Jows. It was no accident 
that the Attlee-Bovin Government oP1JOsed the establishrr,ent of the Jewish 
State an(l at the same time tolerated the Mosley movement; '[1he neW' 
American immigration law was, evon in the opinion of non-Marxists, 
inspired by Nazi id8010~. These facts did not, of course, indioate the 
taking up of an attitUlle direoted against the British or Amerioan :peoples' 
or against the Hest in general where strong £0",oes worked for genuine 
demooraoy, The JewiSh people were cl·,~:·;; t_u . .lld to co-o]Joro,tE with freedom 
loving forces in all parts of tho ,;ol'ld~ 
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THIRD DAY 

Morning SesSion 

The morning meeting of the AssemblY began at 10,10 a.m.wi1!h 
Rabbi M.KIRSHBLUM in the o~ir. 

DR. JONAS KOWJNSKY (Argentina) continlling the General Debate ~ 
reported that the450,000 Jews of Argentina had a strong position. 
Their social developmEnt was marked by such intersting phenomEna as 
agricultural co-operatives, a Jewish hospital in Buenos Aires, an 
anti-TB Assoa iation, an Association for the protection of immigrants; 
but there Was no central organisation of Jewish communities. 
Education work was being carried out by Jewish schOOls and a teaoher 
training centre for Hebrew and Yiddish-speaking teachers. 

An encouraging aspe ct 0 f Jew ish life in Argen tina was th e 
closing of th e ranks betwe en Zionist s and non-Zionists f 011 owing upon 
tre creation of the State of Israel. This year great fund-raising 
campaigns with a target figure of 50 million pesos were launched to 
help the State of Israel, Not fewerihan 35 million paaos had been 
collected within the first six weeks. 'l'he sj:8ake r mentioned an 
incident of a woman being asked ,if her donation was the maximum she 
could afford. No - she replied - it was the minimum. She had given 
herrraximum in kind - her only son who had fallen fighting in the 
ranks of the Haganah. This was greeted with loud a.JlPlause. 

The speaksr turned to the question of ICA (Jewish Colonisation 
Asso c iation) wh ich be termed the most importan t is sue in the 1 i fe 
of Argentine Jewry. Although that country's communit~' owed deep 
gratitude to lCA without Which there would be po Jews in Argentina 
tre assoc ia tion had made rrany mistalce s. J 6wish co loni st s ~d been 
scattered far and Wide and administrative mistakes had been committed. 
Argentine Jewry demanded a voice in the futUre management of ICA ' 
and .above all. called for a re-examination of the whol e ICA admini-
st rat ion. Argentine J eW'ry d Ellland ed tba t the fund, created by Baron 
Hirsch, which had long since served its purpose, be now devoted to 

. the bu ild ing up of Israel. The speaksr rw.de a strong plea to Can gress 
to take the whole rra tterll'V' i11 ~il rn;'s't' vjgbrou~ fashion'.' " .. , U 
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Chie:f Rabbi DR.MARCUS EHRENPREIS (Sweden) deal t. Wit 
question of Jewish culture in the lJiasp or a, It was the d Q tJ' 11. tho. 
World Jewish Congress to pay s]:Bc:ia1 attention to ma:i.:nta.:i.:ni. of % 
vigorous Jewish cultural life to stimulate religioLls ins(;1:"U :t1.f!. a ~ 
cultivate the Hebrew and Yiddish languages, C .lOn ~_ 

DR.JOACHIM PRINZ, Chairman of the administrative com . 
of the Arre rican Jewish Congress declared that thoLlgh the 1::-e w m.1..ttee 
in America mer.a cing the democratic s;vstem, the fact that tbe el:'e :1'01:-
existed fulle st freedom in the United States for fight ing til l"e c~_ 
forces was the most certain guarantee tlBt, ultimatel~:. th 61 :se 
not triumph. The American delegation was hwwever consciou.s (l of ol11.d 
fact trot the existence of anti-Semitism in Amerioa prevented tlJe 
American Jew from saying .that he lived in complete security H Cilly 
emphasized that it was the public, clear and often bitter c;'i.t'i. 
by American Jews of the PalestineroU.cy of the United States Gov~rnmenu 
which ul t :imately lead to the recognition 0 f the Jewish State .. 
Repl;v ing to dele ga tes who ha d expre s sed alarm over Amer ican polici es 
Dr. Prinz stressed that whep it carre to criVcizing the policies ' 
of the American Govermrent, .people in the United States had a longer 
experience than most countr.iss. As fur criticizing the poliCies of 
othe r governments, they could do at least as well as an;vone. 

Dli': Prinz stated the. t the overwhelming maj ori ty of American 
Jews had long passed out of ~he stage in which they regarded their 
responsibility to Jews elsewhere as simply that of playing the r61e 
of "a benevolent and rich unc,le" to unfortunate ]:Brsons elsewhere, 

ALBERT A.KAHN (U.S.A.) saw danger, to democratic institutions 
in ille fact that they were today being rapidly undermined by sinister 
influences and by war hysteria, That accounted for the operation.s 
of·the notoriously pro--Fasoist and ant i-Semitic Committee on 
Un-Arrerican Activities now given the stamp of official approval. 
Anti-Semitic agencies in the U,S.A., many of Which co- Operated with 
the Axis Powers during the war, were today functioning freelY. It 
was an imperative function of A:m dean Jews and of the American. Jew.,ih 
Congress to combat the present reactionary domestic policy of the 
Uni ted States Government, He paid tri bute to Rabbi Stephen S ,Wis.e as 
one of tte most beloved rren in the entire United States and urged 
the Wolid Jewish Congress to participate vigorously in the pohtical 
struggLe carried on by progressive American forces. 

DR.L.BENEDEK (Hungary) oonveyed to the Congress greetings of 
the Hungarian Jewry which regarded this AS8el1'lbly a.s a Jewi sh Parliament 
in th e d iaspo rap 

PROF.JACQUES NATHAN (Bulgar:ia) who spoke in the Russian 
language attacked the thesis of Jewish neutrality in the struggle 

, , J ' between the two blocs, In his view,~t"f3 ews' pr001em was to be freed 
from Engl iSh =.mperialism, It was obligatory to fight Fascism in the 
new forms in which it had reappeared in Britain, France, and America. 
The spe ake r also referred to the rich Jewish cu 1 tur e developing in 
Bulgaria and to the educational work among Jewish youth. 



WORLD JEWISH CONGRES, 

O)/"'ISp"I)~)/l1 '11117''''' 

CABLE: WORLDGRESS MONTREUX 

TELEPHONE: MONTREUX 6 37 31 

OOMMt'VIUNIQUE NO.8 

. 

29th" 

THIRD DAY 

Mo rn ing Ses si on 

The morning meeting of the AssemblY began at 10,10 a.m.wi"llh 
Rabbi M.KIRSHBLUM in the chlir. 

DR.JONAS KOWJNSKY (Argentina) continuing tbe General Debate 
reporteil that the450,ooo Jews of Argentina had a strong position. 
Their social development was marked by such intersting phenomEna as 
agricultural co-operatives, a Jewish hospital in BLlenos Aires, an 
anti-TB Assoa iation, an Association for the protection of immigrants; 
but there was no central organisation of Jewish communities. 
Edu cation work was being carried oLlt by Jewish sohools and a teaoher 
training oentre for Hebrew and Yiddish-speaking teachers. 

An encouraging aspect of Jewish life in Argentina was the 
olosing of th e ranks betwe en Zionist s and non-Zionists f 011 owing upon 
tlB creation of the State of Israel. This year great fund -raising 
campaigns with a target figure of 50 million pesos were launohed to 
help the State of Israel, Not fewerihan 35 million peaos had been 
oollected Within the first six weeKs. The SpJaker mentioned an 
incident of a women being asked ,if ller donation was the maximum she 
could afford. No - she replied - it was tlle minimum. She had given 
herr;aximum in kind - her only son who had fallen fighting in the 
ranke of the Haganah. This was greeted with loud applause. 

The speaker turned to the question of ICA (Jewish Colonisation 
Association) Which be termed the most important issue in the life 
of Argentine Jewry. Although that country's communit~' owed deep 
gratitude to lOA without which there would be po Jews in Argentina 
tlB assoc ia tion had made rrany mistake s. J swish co 1 oni st s had been 
scattered far and wide and administrative mistakes had been committed • 
Argentine Jewry demanded a voice in tlle future rranagellBnt o:f ICA . 
and .above all. called for a re-examination of tlle whol e lOA admini­
stration. Argentine Jew-ry dananded that the fund, created by Baron 
Hirsch, which had long since served its purpose, be now devoted to 
the building up of Israel. The speaker made a strong plea to Congress 
to take the Whole rratterl"p'-it) il)'rnjo,s"';~l'igbrou~ fashion-. -, .. -" 
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Chief Rabbi DR.MARCl!S EthHRE~,~~Ip~I 
. h ul ture ~n e oV. 

question of JeW~S c 'a sre cm 1 att( 
World Jewish .congre~s ~ j\~e to stimulai 
vigorous Jew~Sh cuI ur TId Yiddish language; 
cultivate the Hebrew a 

.is 
Z Ch i rman of the 

DR.JOACHIM PRIN, a declared that. tho 
of the ~me dcan ~ewish C~~~~~~:tic system, the fa 
in Amenca memcwg the . the United States for 
existed fullest freedom ~J?n uarantee trot, ult:L~ 
forces was the most c:r~!~de~egation was hwwevel 

t · h The Amer~c~. "'n Amn> -l'1t ,"'~ump • '. ft' _Seml t~sm ~ , "'-.v_ '. -~;"tenc e 0 an ~ . I 
fact thlt the e1l.":_ '"'19; that he lived In c~mpft 
American Jew from saY~i"l.-, ""'1 ie, c~ear ~Il+"h~ r 
emphas ized tha tit was the pl;u~ ~" n 

by American Jews of the PaJestine'ro1lv.\' v~ vue> _.". 

which ult:imately lead to the recognition of the Jewi". 
Replying to delegates who had expressed alarm over Amer. ~:icies, 
Dr. Prinz stressed that when tt came to criticizing the pv~~Jies 
of the American Government, .people in the United States had a longer 
experiEnce than most countr:les. As fur crittcizing the policies of 
othe r governments, they could do at least as well as anyone. 

e 

f1i'o Prinz stated tha t the overwhelming ITIaJ ori ty of American 
Jews had long passed out of the stage in which they regarded their 
responsibility to Jaws elsewhere as simply that of playing the rSle 
of "a benevolent am rtch uncle" to unfortunate psrsons elsewhere. 

ALBERT A.KAHN (U.S .A.) saw danger, to aemocratic ins ti tutions 
in ihe fact that they were today being rapidly undermined by sinister 
influences and b;\1 war h;\Tsteria. That accounted for the operations 
of-the notoriously pro-Fascist and anti-Semitic Committee on 
Un-Ame rican Activities now given the stamp of official approval. 
Anti-Semitic agencies in the U,S.A., many of which co- operated with 
t:re Axis Powers during the war, we;re today functioning freelY. It 
was an imperative function of A:;u rican Jews and of the American Jew;a 
Congress to combat the present reactionar;\' domestic policy of the . 
United States GovernmEnt, He paid tribute to Rabbi Stephen S.Wise as 
one of the most beloved men in the Entire United States and urged 
the Wodd Jewish Congress to participate vigorously in the pol~tical 
struggle carried on by progressive American forces. 

DR.L.BENEDEK (Hungary) conveyed to the Congress greetings of 
the Hungarian Jewry which regarded this Assenfuly as a JewiSh :Parliament 
in th e d iaspo ra. 

PROF.JACQUES NATHAN (Bulgar:ia) who spoke in the Russian 
language, attacked the thesis of Jewish neutrality in the struggle 
between till two bloes. In his view,Jtho Jews' prot·lem was to be freed 
from Engl iSh 5.mperialism, It was obligatory to fight Fascism in the 
new forms in which it had reappeared in Britain, ]'rance, and America. 
The speake r also referred to the rich Jewish culture developing in 
Bulgaria and to the educational work among JewiSh youth. 
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t DR.S.LEVENBERG ( 
~r'w:in statement s made :~eat Britain) said . 

:~r:':J~~;s;~~n::::s tb~t ~~or~ef.;r~~c~r~ i:~~ep~;nf ~n tfu c~~f:~ln 
in tbi:a~~ to f~gbt f~r Je~::b no~ true tlnt An:;~~Jwa~ against tb~ 

~e:i~~~~n~;~;i2~~:f;~·~~~u~~~~E;M.:f:~ ~::i ~~roi~tr~ l!~d~:~tf:! 
d~a spora, Tbis on s for J "'wisb ri o. the stauncbe st . 0 rId 
thesis: "We AssemblY, Dr Lev 'bghts ~n Palestine a~~~t-ers in 
West are a .r:e opl ., en et'g said d ""'"'" ~n the 
finaleltrJ Bl?d Eastern Jew1;U one people." It ~ls emonstl'ated Herzls ' 
..• ,y, ~t demn"'Q+.,."t ~ Canmunities COuld 0 demonstrated tbat 

m, e" thn ". i +0" no" -,1 Wot'k togetbe ..... 
. "' ........ '-'~ .. .,.,.. ...... - __ '- ~J.Q u:n ..... u\;J .... Hlv.J;.€:1Y'na"'lJ .. fh.)4- U \,)..L. Vl6t"ld Jewry for 

Israe.L. :me speaker condemned those wbo tried internally to under­
mine the provisional Governmen t of Israel. He warned tre Acserrb ly 
against the dangers confronting tbe world and tbe Jewish people. 
Unfortunately it was meeting under tlB sladow of a possible tbird 
world war. Tbey must save Jews as long as that was possible. They 
had to learn from tbeir bitter experience, Dr.Levenberg said he 
regretted tbe fu tils d:is c ussion abo ut 0 riro tation~ Dr. Sneh' s speeoh 
bad been one-sided; it did not give a full picture of the Jewish 
situation. Did Dr.Sneb really suggest tlRt they should appear as an 
agency of Soviet propaganda? 

At this stage, Dr.Levenberg was interrupted by an uproar on 
the pai~ of SOIIB of the delegates which lasted for a quarter of an 
hour, with Ctllegates rising, demanding to speak end sbouting at 
eacb othe r. 

When calm had been restore,d from the Chair, Dr.Levenberg 
re-iterated that Dr.Sneh had given onl31 one side of the picture. Why 
was Russian Jewry absent from this Assembly, he asked? 

He appreciated Soviet support for Israel and its stand 
against ant i-Semitism. But why keep silED t about the absence o:f 
internal freedom in the life of some Eastern Jewish communi~s? The 
auty of the World Jewilh Congress was to defend Jewilh r:j.gb.ts, 
wba tever the coun try in Which the as right /3' .Were . ~:f.l'.irig.ed • 

C8/E/FW/RF 

<-" -'-. 
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THIRD DAY 

Afternoon Session 

The afternoon meeting of the AssemblY began at 3.50 p.m. with 
LADY READING in the Chair. 

DR.GEORG GUGGENHEIM (Sviitzerland) was against taking sla.es 
in the problem of Ea.st a.nd VTest. Swiss Jewry, which had participated 
in the World Jewish Congress since 1936 because of its stress on 
defence of Jewish rights, would continue to take part in its work. 

DR.V,WINTERSTEIN (Czechoslovakia) stressed that complete legal 
equality existed in Czeohoslovakia in accordance with the traditions 
of humanity embodied in the ideas of Presidents Masaryk, Benes and 
Gottwald; that was not tactics but positive attitude to the Jewish 
question. He recalled the participation of the Slova.k Jews in 
resistance work and in saving Jewish lives during the war. Slovak 
Jews were also responsible for taking the Auschwitz protocols abroad. 

DR.MAURICE L.J;'ERLZV'EIG· (Oanada) paid tribute to the work 
done by two Oanadian statesmen, but fo r Which there might not have 
been a Jewish State in Palestine to-day. It was now an open secret 
that the most consistent advocate of the solution which was adopted 
by.the majority in the UN Special Oommission on Palestine was 
Mr. Justice Rand of Ottawa. The work of that great jurist had made 
possible the production of the report Which changed JeYlish history. 
It was the Oanadian representative Mr.Lester PearlJon who succeeded in 
performing the miracle of bringing the uS and the USSR together in 
support of a single act of policy of justice, Mr.Pearson more than 
any other single individual was responsible for the resolution of the 
UN which authorised the establishment of the Jewish State. 

The ClJOf1b:c:r warnecl Oongress against the danger of lapsing 
into a mQral isolationism. Words had been spoken which suggested that 
there was a kind ·of perpetual war between the Jewish people and the 
non-Jewish world, That was not true, Jews were no t alone· in the 
world; many thousands of Jews had been saved by non-Jews. The speaker 
Shared tho disappointment and bitten1ess 'of many delegates who 
expected more from democratic governments,but he had stood very close 



to events and realised to the full that military neceSSities had 
playell their part in depriving the Jows of the help to which they were 
enti tled, The Jews now entered a period of great danger, having to 
fight and being attacked on two fronts. The aggressors in Palestine 
were for the mo st part the same forces lI"ho had Sided with the Nazis in 
the last VIaI', There was the threat to Jewry 0 f a resurgence of a 
great and powerful Germany, Which remained the hope of anti~Semitic 
and reactionary forces throughout the world. These would be defeated 
because Jewry was deterlJiined to fi/?ht and was not fighting alono, 

The World Jewish Oongress, in spite of the tragic differences 
which threaten the security of civilization, would continue to ms,ko 
its modest contribution to the effort to bring East and West together 
in the service of a common ideal of peace and justice for all" 

DR,A,TARTAKOVER (Israel) brought to the Oongress grGehngs of 
- the Hebrew Uni vorsi ty Which was contributing to the struggle for 

Jewish freedom and sovereignty, He would be mistaken Who thought 
thC"; the Yishuv, despite its great worries "had now displayed less 
interest in JeWish affairs in the diaspora. The Jews of Palostine did 
not consider themselves as a separate nation but were part of one people 
which included,the Jews of the diaspora, The speaker warned of the 
dangerous political and economic situation of the 800.000~900,000 Jews 
in Arab lands, Congress should no't adjourn without arl(lressing a message 
to them and should not rest 1ll1til they were safe, 

MR.S.FISZGRUlID (Poland) as leader of the Jewish Socialist 
Workers 1 Party "Bund" explaine d the reasons Which had led the "Bund" to 
change its formerly negative attitude to the V!orld Jewish Oongress. The 
proclamation of the Jewish State and the aggression to vlhich it had 
been exposed requireo_ the help of all parties of the .Tewish people in 
order to assure i'bs existence, The strengthening of '"he national and 
social position of the Jews in all parts of the world was possible 
only through a collaboration of all progreSSive and nationally-creative 
forces of J'ewry, He urged the Oongress to protest Sharply against the 
continuatton of 'ehe camp systeL in Germany, 

RABBI DR,"E.:GEMIiE (Brazil) spoke in the name of Sel)hardic and 
Ashkenzi Jews of Brazil, requesting the Congress to meet their 
cultUral requirements, 

DR.LSCHVlARZBART (U,S.A.), Director of the Organisation 
Department of the Wo rld Jewish Congr'Js, said that the Cong:t'ess was 
based on democratic principles because of the essentially democratic 
form of election and work of its constituent bodies, Its main problem 
was whether to be an organisation or B movement. The speaker postulated 
that it should become a movement if two conditions were met viz. 
achievemen'G of proper a,isemination of information concen-ling its 
Brd;tvj'l;j'H! and extensi" !,ntroduction of youth into its aotivities. 

• • - ... II 

:, _.' . 



BENJAMIN. WEST (Isr~el) expressed the satisfaction of the 
ISl'aeli delegation at the. positive attitude taken in regard to 
Israel'by dolegates representing both trends at the session and 
by the World Jewish Congress as a whole. He told the session about 
the battle to preserve the frontiers and integrity of the Jewish 
f_.tate. He said it was a war 0 f few against many but the few were 
victorious. Fruitful co-operation between Israel and the Jews of the 
diaspora was a' oertainty for there oould be no Jewish people 
without Israel, and no Israel without the Jewish people. 

MR. SAM SEGAL (France) beli eved that the Wo rld Jewish Congress 
ought to continue the Zionist work of the Jewish Agency in the 
diaspora noW that Israel had been established. He also thought 
that nothing positive would be gained by mere hints - as ])r,Sneh 
did the day before _ regarding allianoe with progressive forces •. 

])R .MARCUS COHN (Swit zerland) referred to the collabo ration 
'between the Union of JewiSh Communi ties i.n S',;Ii"tzerland with"'';he 
Geneva Office of the VJorld JeWish Congress uni!t.er the leadership of 
])1'. G"N .Riegnsr, He was certain these close contacts would continue 
in future" 

])R.S.]'E])ERBUSH (U.S.A.) said the activities of the VTorld 
Jewish Congress should, to a large extent, be devoted to the work 
of reconstruction. He thought'that people who 'did not believe in 

oapi talism could still be good, religious Jews. There were three 
Jeshivot in the USSR but in Poland under the P.P.S. little was heard 
about JeWish problems. There was a new positive attitude to Jewish 
questions among the progressive force of Jewry. He did not understand, 
however, ])r.Sneh's advice 'to identify Congress With a certain bloc. 

-_ .... _ ......... .- ........... _--

'Evening SeSSion 

The evening meeting of the Assembly began at 9" 30 p.m. with 
CAPT .M.MIRSKI in the Chair" 

,T • TENENBAUM (U.s.A.) after paying a' glowing tribute to the 
oultural heritage of vanished PoliSh Jewry, uttered a warning about 
the German peril Which had by no means reoeded .. Germany had remained 
the classioal land of biological and pathologioal masS murder and 
anti-SeDlitis~. Jewry must be present at the forthcoming Peace 
Conferenoe \1\11 th Germany. Any Peace Treaty conc luded with Germany 
over the heads and at the expense of Jewry would be immoral, invalid 
and pregnant with future oatastrophes. 

DR. J ,MACHOyJi;R (Australia) gave a picture of JeWish life on 
that continent" Australia's 40,000 ,Tews were solidly united and 
organisecl in the central Council of Australian JeFry, Per capita 
they had made a greater financial oontribution to Jevvish fundS than 
any othe l' Jewish communl.ty outSide the Yishuv, Promier ])1'" Evatt had on 
many occasions shewn his o\'m and the Australian Labour Govcrnment's 
friendship to the Jews. . 
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Ivr£LM, GERSTENFELIl (French Zone in Germany) pleaded the caso of 
the lioo Jews in that Zone, who, though fee" in number, were conflonted 
with the same problems as all other IlP' s, He felt that the JOl"ish 
Displac8(1 Persons in the Fronch Zones hacc rather been overlooked by 
Congress and the Jewish relief organisations, 

'MR,SHAD POLIEH (U ,S,A.), Vioe-presic1ent of the ArJerican Jewish 
Congress, speaking for the USA dolegation, challenged as distorted antI 
erronoous the view of Amerioan anti-Semitism piotured by delegate 
Mirski of Poland and others. He hailed the Amerioan constitution as 
a shield and swo rd against discrimination. He declarocl that American 
Jewry regarded their destiny and that of their country's as one and 
believed it vital to the future of world clemocracy, The American credo, 
Mr.Polier stated, was to fight for full equality for all people in ' 
America, to sooure the fullest rocogni.tion and development of Israel, 
to vitalize JeWish culture throughout the worlo, f1ncl to ai.d their 
brothers in all lands in the struggle for a freo, full and, dignified 
life. The rIorld Jewish Congress shoulcl not attempt to determine for the 
Jews of any lanel how they should fulfil their role in the comrJon 
Jewish struggle, . 

. Ji'RQF,VVILLIAM HABER, Adviser on JGwish Affairs to the 
U.S, Military GoVeTIlment in GermHny, after boing'introduoeel to the 
Assembly by Dr. Stephen S. iiise amid loud ap]11aus 0, adCLressGd the clol ogat os 
briefly, promiSing to make a fuller statement later. He said r:orlo, 
Jewish Oongress could not dedicate itself to a more imperative or more 
sacred cause than to !'love heaven and earth to get people out of the 
oamps of' Germany, Austria and Italy. Tho Jews of these oamps would 
prove first-rate oandidatGS for Israeli oitizenship or that of any 
oountry that woulcl l'eoeiv8 them, They were looking forward impatiently, 
sometimes too impatiently, for the day of their departure from the 
camps whioh have been their tomporary home for three years. Not only for 
their sake but for the saka of Jewry in all lands, they had to be got 
out - and it would be impossible to exaggerate the urgenoy of this 
task. Their presence there was the fountain of poison throughout the 
wor1c1 of anti~S8mitisll1 to-day, ani, the greatest contribution Oongress 
could make to its programme of combating it was to give Jewish men 
and women in thG car~"0s a chance to start life anew without further 
delay. 

Dr,Haber paio, tribute to the American Army and the American 
Government 'Nhich had made it possible for the DP's to'livo in some 
sense of security since their terrible wartime ordoal, 

lVlR.IlAVID COHF.B (India) surveyed the history of thG JGwish 
oommunity which had first settlslt in India aftor the seoond destruotion 
of the Temple and clescribed the Jewish and 'general struggle ageinst 
poverty, Slum-life, famine and intoleranco. He was hOl)eful that these 
affliotions would be ovorcome. The SlleakGT expressec1 confic1.8noe that 
the State of Israel would avoiel dJ.scrimination in any form against the 
Arab populac e. 

MR. ISAAK ABRA1\!OVIOH (Argentine) oorrectGd a report on 
Dr.KoV/insky's speech which appearod in Pross Communique'No.8. Oontrary 
to impression given there, Argontin8 Jerry Vl2,S, in faot, unified. in a 
strong eGntral organisat j.on - the Dolegation of Assooiations of 
Argont inG J awry (DAIA) 



1\11' ,NARC J ARB1,wil (Fro.noe) said 0.11 Jews Should ('c·nsi(Ie l' 
thomselvGs ]Xl,rt of the Hagano.h, The recovery of Germany may carry 
ncw clangors for the JewS" German Soci[11-Ilerno orats could regain our 
oonfidence only by' answering [1 good number of questions connected with 
the Jewish problem, including the question of denazification. 

The spe[11cer said Bevin and the Arab League wore preventing 
France from reco gnising 1sr[1el, but reco gnition woul<'l corne inevitably. 
He praised the stand Which France took on the "Exodus" affair. 

MR.HENR1 AIlAM (France) elevoted the major part of his address 
to refuting the argument s of Mr.S. Levenberg (Great Britain). 1"orld 
Jewry antI its Congress were bound to judge events [1nd trends by the 
criterion of good and evil from the Jewish standpoint; Bovin was 
responsible for the loss of thousands of Jewish lives. That was bad for 
Jews and therefore a b[1d thing. 1,'!as Congress not to draw any distinction 
between those who wore the friends of Jewry and those who wero hostile' 

to it? 
DR.Z.Li\HANE (Israel) expressed his surpr:Ls e at the tenor of 

the debate. At other Jewish gatherings in the past, speakers had 
always come forward with grievances. Here all delegates were vying 
with each other to describe the happy conditions in their respoctive 
oountries. He lJJ[1S uneasy about the future of Jewry. He waS uneasy 
about congress,'8hich \)Jas paGsing ovor vi.tal:.iss"QOs,' in sil(ence. It was 
the speakor's profound oonviction that only if it linked itself up 
With the dynamism of Israel, would Congress itself become a truly 
dynamic and effective movement, 

IlR, SEMTOB SEC:TT,ffiRA (portuGal) vmund up the evening session 
wi.th a <'.etailed accoU11t of the life of the Jewish community in portueal. 
The speakel' was happy to repo rt that Portuguese Jewry enjoyed the 

fullest frcedom, 

----------

Note to 1I[li torS: 

j '. ".earneD. that· the Speoial Palestine Session will take 
plac e on Thursday, July 1st, at 8. 3e- p. m. 

~-
The Press Department haS becn asked to rectify the list of 

Members of the Presidium of the Assembly for Rumania (see Communique No.6) 

The Members for Rumania are: 

MR. BERKU FELDIilANN. M. P. and 
MR. MISU BENVENIST I 

It has also been announced that JIilr.Harold Fran1tel (U.S.A.) 
has replaced Judge L,Levinthal as member of the Presidium. 
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The Press Department regrets that an inaoouracy has oooured 
in reporting the speech made by Dl',L.B<:ii1eclek during the morning Session 
on June 29th (Communique No.8). The relevant aocount should read: 

Dr.L.BENEDEK (Hungary) oonveyed to the Congress greetings of 
the Hungarian Jewry which rega).'ded this AssembTy as a Jewish Parliament 
in the diaspora~ They wished to tell this Parliament that, in peoples.I ' 
demo oracies in the Eas·t and South-eJtst of Europe the Jewish problem 

hads, . to a ~arge .e~+'e~t,.·_been. solv.ed •. Jews .. the:v,e ... V/e·re e:rrjoy-iT.l'g a~c'ur:tty 
an wore gJ. ven full. human rights. 
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30th June,1948. 

. The morning session of the Asse'Ci1bly began at 10.20 a.m. with 
MR. L. S CH US SHE IM (A rgent ina) in the Chai r. 

MR;NORBT~ET' ':.'OLI,H'!:IM, chairman 0 f the Creo.ent ials I Commi ttee 
stated thLct, in all, 79 affiliated bodies were entitled to send 
delegates. Fifty-one organisations tock ad.vantage of this right and 
sent nominations on time. At the Second Plenary Assembly 32 countries 
were represented by 168 voting do'.egates. 

The Credentials' Committee Which sat under the chairmanship 
of Mr.Viollheim (British Zone-Germany) was composed of the following 
members: 

Norman M. J".cobs 

Ilr.T.Kahano 

J .Lallobnik 

Shad Polier 

Ilr.H. Swarsensky 

Ill" .A. Vajs 

(Great Britain) 

(Israel) 

(Poland) 

(U.S.A. ) 

(Argentina) 

(,:"ugoslavia) 

])R.RAFFAELE·'·'·'.,;,r~ (Italy), President of the Union of Jewish 
communities in Italy, referred to anti-Semitism existing in Italy and 
said that it was disseminated by the Italian So cial Party Which had 
Fasoist tendencies. It was necessary to fight against this anti-Semitism 
and it was only the Congress who could givo instructions to Jews in 
order to assure their dofance. 

~ -. - -- -: -', 



RABBI MORTON M"BERHAN (USA) sale!. 'chere was need for planning 
on the widest scale in the fiel(1 of Jewish cultu:t'e, for guidance to help 
communi ties to develop their specific pro gramriles; fo x builcUng of schools 
and synagogues and for the training of Rabbis I teachers and communal 
workers. There was alfJo the urgen·c nGcessity for pr'oviding plant for 
printing books anCL for the ostablishnlont of-lnxaxios, There must be 
encouragement of Jewish writers anil artists, 

PROFESSOH E,WOLF (SvledGn) conveyed to tho Congress the good 
wishes of the Jewish Gomlllunity in Stookholm No Jowish organisation 
or community could ciaim i'0 hae1 dono all 1;)::a'G was in its power to 
save the Jews from the, catastroplv, 'I'he J6wish· community of S'GockhOlm 
was no exception to this rule; Various I'GPO yts I many of thEkn false, 
concerning tho acti vi tjolj of his c bmmnnHy hae1 been' spread 
in th·e USA" Nearly all Danish Jews) about 8)000 in num[Jer, were 
successL:.::'ly re8cued. llJ t'!.'ansfol' to Sv,:oclon, T]wnks to the actions of 
MroStorch and Mr,MaSlll' and. 1 at oj.' 'through -the in-torvontion of Count 
Bernaclotte between 9,000 and. 10,000 J·ows from 'c11G oonoentration camps 
were saved anc1 oar~() -to Swede:'!,. 'rho Jowish oongl'o, ations of Stockh61m, 
Goetoborg and Malmoo hae1 made gX'oat efforts to aio. these refugees, the 
total cost of tho Swodish JoV!ish I'olief acti.on Doing appro . .lmatoly 
7,5 million Swoclish 0l'owns, (:wec11sh JoY'I'Y was o,h:o making a groat 
offort to support Hn[:anah l'ne1 among o"i;hel'i~hings ambulances had beon 
sont from Swedon to Is rac/i,~ 

RABBI DR,QVADIA KANiHI (FrancG) I Ro,bbi of tho Sephardic 
Community in Paris took ·~~ho floo):' af3 a ]lr ono·il 1l..01ogato and on bohalf 
of the \.orlel Union 0:[ :Jopha'I'dic G::wllmmi't iGs" Ho [laid t. 'llt Congr~ss 
had to chooso bot1i:OOIl tV1lo 0,1·'; GrnatiyoS : Acoep',aIlc8 of the diaspora as 
a historic necessity ox a()cGptnnce of ·Gha prinoiplo of our forefathors 
that Je',vs 1'8s:tclec1 in, dif;~S:pO rn temJ)oTnriJoY o,nd. that the clay of ro ..... 
assembly into Israol VlQule1 oomo, A choioe had to be m8.do" Dr.Goldmann 
hnd spoken about ·bwo p'OlljlS of ;Toviry , .. citizons of Is:n:wl anc1 Jews 
of diaspor8. - but 11", faj.loc~ to tell us 1'111otho:1' ho acooptod the diaspora 
as po rYllanont 0 l' ['.8 t. ompo rCVi:'y 0 

1ffioSIlSID1.;IOVICZ (U<>S<l:6ono, .. G"GTmo.ny) fJo..id many "things ,-:voro 
by tho '-orld J·o1l."ish Oong:coss bu't DWJ1;:l moyo WOTO loft undono, In 
its notivi tios Congl'ess must romomboT tho,t s"Gnbilising dio,spora 
maI'O of ton than. no"G D, fu:tU.e job, 

was 

!,ffi"Z,SHRtJ.GAI ( . ,:. wishee1 to cOl'reot a misnnc10rstanding 
which had arison i:o. r:ill OLl.· ... ..L,_iJj:c ~jpo8ch r: h:lso Ho ho.(l the 'lighest 
regard for the pTGSont J.'JJlish Governf;1011t D:I1C:' hae1 roooi ved from one 
of its loading ministo:c8 an offici.al ",ssnnIYlCO -that the Polish 
authorities Vloulel lJJD,co no obstaclo in tho way of Polish Jows dosirous 
of omigrating to In'ao:;, 'rhe S))E)ako~:' TGpe.'.I'GOll his ap))eal to a cortain 
country Which hacl' lone invalualJla suppo:rt to Israel and to the Jowish 
paople as a whole, to follow em j:\;s action in op~ning tho gatos of 
Israel by oponing it s own gat os 'to allow its J·owish oit i Z ons to go to 
Isr8.01 if thoy so wisharl. 



MR.S.L"EIBOVIOI (Rumania) drew the attention of the delegates 
to tho faot that to-day was the seventh anniversary of the horrible 
pogrom in Jassy where 12,000 Jews lost their lives. The Assembly stood 
in si1enoe for a minute to oommemorate the martyrs of Jassy. He then 
to1c1 the Assembly that he was informed by telegram that 26 of the 
murderers of Jassy hllG just noW been sontenced to 'hard labour for 
life and 25 others to 25 years of hard labour each. He finally 
expressed his appreciation of the part played by the Soviet people 
and the worlcers' parties in saving Rumanian Jewry. 

MR. VIOTOR MITRANI (ltoxico) believed that with the establishment 
of Israel, anti-Semitism might abate but warned that it was well 
organised on the American Oontinent. The organisation of the Oongress 
ought to 'ho strengthened with a view to fight anti-Somi tism • 

. 1IR,G.C-:cR.INSKY (Sh::111(11.o.i) 'Selic', thoro Y,'oro 1"011 ostc,bliSho(L and 
influential cOrlnittoos in Chino. '(;'l holp Isrc,ol, The Oonr:ress OUGht to 
c'lnlJC'ntrnto on helr inr tho Zi ':lnist CCIllSO, Tho Chinese ,:ere OP1JO SinG ':\l~ 
rlhite JJoo1'le but it l'.'ao c'nly elfter the Jal,o.neso invasion thc.t c. nov.ement 
speoifically C,irected Gt,:Ginst the Jor's m'.s otnrtocL 

DR ,LAPIDUS (Swec',en ')said tne rescue o.ct i vitioS of the S,7edioh 
Section of the \:orlC'. Jevlish ConGress Y,'ere t:::,uly :·:eCl::1l'kable. He ro.h~ 
tribute to the Xinr: of SweC,en for his 2ro.ciouO help po.rticul'1rly in 
connection v.'ith tho )~escue of Hungelrio.n Jewry and Herr Raoul YIallenberg. 
the Svveclish (li]!lonat who went on a humanitarian mission to save Jews 
and haec never been seen again. The name of this great Swede would be 
for ever inscribed in the annalS of Jewish history. 

DR.Z.STRAUCH (Austria), Ohairman of the Oentral Committee of 
Jews in Austria (American Zone) said that it waS the duty of Oongress 
to consider the D.P. problem in all its aspects and try to find an 
immediate solution. 

DR.PAUL RIEBENFELD (Great Britain) speaking as fraternal 
delegate of the Board bf Deputies of British Jews said that Jewries 
with old tradition in Woreign Affairs, like the Board of Deputies 
would only consi&er joining Oongress if they could see politioal 
advantages for the JeWish people in this and if they saw that there 
existed an orderly organizational .structure • 

The impression existed that Congress stood for the idea 01 
an international Jewish people with· a strong central oabinet far from 
influence' of Jewish pUblic pressure. There could 'be only one government 
in Israel, thc governnent of the State of Israol. Congress had to 
concontrate on suoh tasks which other Jewish bocUeS were neither 
authorized nor oquipped to fulfi~. 

DR,D.SOHAl'IRA (Austria), MR,HERZL GESllliG (Argentina) and 
MR. N.VTDLLHEIM (British Zone-Germony) also spoke. 
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The aftel'l1oon sessi on of the fourth day of the 

Assembly opened at 3 0 30 pomo with DR. NAHUM GOLDMANN in ohail', 

DR. HoE, FABIAN, Jewish Oommunity Berlin, brought 
greetings from the Soviet ZOlle of Gel1nony, Of the former flourish~ 
ing Jewish oommunity in Berlin, only 8~ooo survivors were left who, 
for a~inistratiV8 reasons, were organised in a body apart but had 
the most harmonious relations with the Jewish D.:P.s. The Jewish 
oommunity of Berlin did not feQ:L th""t Germany was a .J?lace wl,ere 
Jews could romain permanently settJ.ed. 

MRS. L. SIMKOVA. (OzeohoSlovakia) said, Oongress had 
not always met the expeotati ons aId as:;:)irations of Jewry in thQ 
past, In the opinion of those JeWS who haG. been under German OOCU­
pation, its recoue work a.uring the war had been inadsi.J.uata. 

MR. R, GRINBERG (France), pOinted out that the 
Fre.10h delegation was composed of two distinct groups. The speaker 
was happy that Jewish Oormnunists, who two years ago were opposed 
to Israel, were today its urdetlt supporters. He vw"cler'ed, however, 
if in the urlhappy event of a cr,uIlge of .J?olioy towards Israel by 
th~ Soviet Union - dud he recalled the Americs:,n volte-face of a 
few months ago - the J ewi sh Oommunists mj, ght i,Ot ch ang e their line, 
This evoked vigorouS prot ests from part of the Frenoh delegation. 

MR, J, LAZEBNIK (:poland), ,:dfirmed that :Polish 
Jewry wisr.od to cooperate with Amorican Jewry, The national cata~ 
strophe had strengthened the nacoi onal cOIl8eiousii0ss ef all Jews 
and made them keonly aware of their COD]',lon fateo jj]vtlry reinforoe­
ment of the Jewish positions in Amerioc. am Gvery grogI'ElSS in the 
reconstruction of the Jewi Sh oommu.."1ity 5,n corrtem,:>orary dElllocratic 
:Poland contributed to the weal of Isrz,e1o Thortl ,;3.S no justifica­
tion for Dr. Kubowitz:~i TS pess·;·.'sm over the future of Jews in the 
diaS.J?0r(i. as far as PolCcnd. 'No.s conceri18d. \'ih (l.UC 0 anti-Semitism had 
been banished. But the OODgX'ess shoulcl X'Gviso its methods. Diplc­
matio intervention should be r8plaood. by m",ss mov01nents, organised 
by Oongress people among the ranl:-ard-file of t he Jewish people. 
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LEON LAPAOO (Argentina) felt the debate strengthened tho 
congress which was becomming a central organisation of the whole 
Jewish li.fe in the diaspOl'a. 

In the second part of too meeting the chair was taken over 
by Dr. At BERMAN (Poland). 

Chief Rabb i Dr. MOSES ROSEN (Roum3.llia) said th at in Rouman ia 
where Jews enjoyed all civio rights they were also froe to livo 
a full J.,\i1ish life and were taking advantage of that ol?~ortunity. 
Whore formerly synagogues hEd been burnt down ~ as was still 
happening in other countries where antisemitism was raging and 
whorG suoh events woro passod. ovor in silence - new S;{n",goguos, 
Talmud Torahs and Yoshivot woro now rising upo Th",i., 'i. COS a now 
Ro.bbilli.oal Sominary, and tradi tional Jowish life anCL loarning 
y,ere flourishing, Wh3rouS fortlB rl~y asSimilationists haCL oharGe 
of J",wish lif3, today there was a misbty resurgenoe of JowiSh 
consciousnesS throughout Rour,lGnia. 

Mr, B. TEIOHHOLZ (Aust;dU) expressed his thanks to Lady 
Rocl.oj.ng for her intervention on behalf of D.Ps wi th GO':.eral 
Lebedenlco. OOffill,anCLer of the Soviet Army. He also expresseo. his 
appreoiation of tho help givon to Juwisll D.PS by the U.S. Army. 
too sovi ot Army and the AU3tl"id.n GOVU1'n!!l"imt. 

Mr, HIRSOH STRASCRE]'FSKY (~linlancl) consi d. Jr' oel it c;, llli8 ts",{8 
that, overy a.elegationeh'ould. h,ws suns tho praises of its Ov,n 
particular Gover=ent, Antisemitism in various lmos existed 
in 811 diaspora countries and would only disappear whln the Jews 
of the diaspora threW in "\h ei r lot wi th IsraeL J3'inJ.ancl had. sent 
relatively moro volunteers to Iari.el thE,n any .otheI' Jtn1li.5h 
communi ty, ~lorty p 8I'C en t of Fim;ish J uVlI'y T S m3.llD.ood·."Qa'GW 8=.1 '7 
and 40 years of ago had joined the Hagcl"lab., 

Mr. A,.1"EASTERMAN (Great Britain), :political Se(;J.'otary of 
the World Jewish oongress. s aiCL in his recent extensive .tl"avels 
among the Jowish communities of EJ.stern Europe, he had founJ. 
Jews in the midst of a revolutionary process whioh had affacted 
their traClit ional way of life anCL their economio and sooial 
oonditions. They v,ere in the ::;>rooess of being reeono_Hioner] to 
a system whioh subordinated j?rivato int8rest to publj.e entoI':;?:cis

o 

no oould. not say that tlJ.is transformation had. oaused undilutoCl 
happiness to every J'3Y' livins undor the neW ooonomie systam in 
Eastern Europe, Thoro'll as one happinGSS vihioh was. howe VBI', 
unmitigated.. ]'or the fi rst time in hundreCLs of years of mis Bry t 
humiliation, oppression and trogedy, the J",cIS of Eastern Europe 
had be (loU fr(l eCL fro m t h () Bll ti flG mi tio po i son ger m wh io h had 
oorroded. the J(mish people for twenty centuries. They no longer 
foarco_ tho dread. of the J.Iltiscmitic tGrror ists of th@ palaoo, 
the parliament and the market place, The sport of Jew'·-bai ting 
was no longer a m"tionru. and l1atu:l:'o.l pastime in the EclSt, Thi.s 
vms a measure of true democrc~oy vlhioh the d.emooraoie s of tho 
world. haCL to emulate if they were to j us tHy too ir olDlim to be 
truly il.ec1ooratio, In this p.;.rtiaular sense. the Jewish 
(lol1lnmni.ties of ·tho East wer3 morc fr8e than most other J()Y,rioS 
in other po.:cts of the world. They woro more froe than the Jews 
of Great B:rit~in wtero tho ~lascist. cmtisemiti.c, rewtionary 
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gangs of Mosley \,:ere at this moment legally penlli tted to 
propagate antisemitism, A democratic British Government, a 
Labour Government, had not yet accepted the principle that 
licence must not be confused with liberty to destroy liberty. 
Neither were things going well in the U.S.A. where every great 
American Jewish organisation was obliged to spend a lot of 
energy and millions of dollars on combating antisemitism. A 
potentially dangerous rJi tuation existed for the 600,000 Jews in 
Latin America and for the 100,000 in South Africa. 

The Jews were entitled to the fundamental human right of 
enjoying freedom from fear. But that was not all. They had the 
right to pursue their own way of life as Jews. 

The spe aker expressed his gratitude to the sovie t Union 
and the East European countries for their contribution to the 
achievement of the independence of Israel and expresaed his hope 
that these countries would continue to support Jewish freedom 
by according to their Jewish ci ti,.ens the right of free emigration. 

Mr. HILLEL STORCH (Sweden) said it was often difficult to 
distinguish between relief and polities. He quoted the raising 
of the 20 million dollar funci which the Swedish Goverment put 
at the disposal of the refugees and the saving of 4,000 women 
from the Ravensbruck concentration CE~p, as border cases where 
aid and politics merged. 

Other facts quoted by the speaker in support of his thesis 
were the receipt by Dr. Reigner in Geneva of the list of Jews 
in concent~'ation camps and the provision of protective passes 
to the Jews in Hungary. Using relatively small means the world 
Jewish Congress had 'forced much richer organisations to spend 
large SWilS on Jewish relief. 

Dr. DAVID PETEGORSKY (U,S.A.) Executive Director American 
Jewish Congress, said that although the American Jewish community 
was the greatest in the world, it did not claim greater 
privileges than the smallest community here represented. But the 
size of American Jewry imposed on them far greater responsibilities 
than on any other section of the Jewish people. The Dost 
important task the CongTess faced was to achieve the unity of the 
Jewi sh people. This was far from easy as even wi thin Ameri can 
Jewry that objective had not been achieved" He warned delegates 
again,st doing anything whi ch would make it more difficult to 
unite American Jewry and to bring a united American Jewry into 
the World Jewish Congress. The American Jewish Congress also 
felt a tremendOUS responsibility because of the vast influence 
of the United States in world affairs whi_ch C8me into the 
pi ctul'e in virtually every international agency whi ch dealt wi th 
Jewish problems. 'l'his session should not do anything which 
would make the Congress' political task in the U.S.A. more 
difficult than it already was, It might be very gratifying for 
SODle delegates to adopt ringing declarations which would satisfy 
some groups. But the political effectiveness of the world Jewish 
Congress dependod largely on its day··to·,day relationships with 
the govermnents of the world. If by anything that was done here 
the Congress made its relationsilip with the most powerful of 
those governments more difficul t,i;h~ Jllld again betray their 
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responsibility for the political effectiveness of its work, 

It was inevitable also that a large measure of the material 
support which made the work of the World Jewish Oongress possible 
had to come from the U. S. A. I t was like ly that that support would 
have to be greatly increased. The American Jewish Oongress did 
not represent the wealthy classes of America, some of whose members 
did not lilee it. It was, therefore, not too easy to secure from 
the U.S.A. that measure of financial support which the Oongress 
had to have. Those who SQught the adoption of high-sounding 
resolutions which bore little relationslip to the Oongress' daily 
work would be guilty of jeopardising the material basis of its 
work. 

The speaker concluded by saying he was distressed at political 
frictions evident in tills assembly and also called for a greater 
technical efficiency of the organisation of the Oongress~ 

Dr. J. HELLMAN (Argentina) said Jews should revise their 
atti tude to the Soviet Union. They had to reQognise the servi,~e 
that country had rendered to them. The same applied to Poland and 
other East European countries. 

There should be cultural unity between the Jews in Israel and 
the Jews in the diaspora. Seme 85% of Argentine Jewish children 
had no Jewish education. There was a necessity for a strong 
intervention in this matter. 

Dr. POLAKIEWIOZ (Oosta Rica) opposed Dr. Sneh1 s thesis of 
poli tical expediency and said that although oosta Rlca had 
recognised Israel, her Government was not free from antisemi tislil. 
But there were other nations which were good for the Jews though 
they did not recognise Israel. 

Dr. L. BERNSTEIN (Italy) said th£lt the p6si tion (If':'H :lgCea 
in Italy was so bad that it could inspire Dante Alighieri to 
wri ting another "Inferno". There was in Rome the Areh of Triunlph 
erected by Emperor Titus under which no Jew was allowed to P[\ss. 
He recalled with pride that twice in recent history was that "ban" 
d.efied; firstly by the Jewish Brigade who victoriously marched 
under it, and secondly by a group of Chalutzim who passed through 
Rome towards a free life in Israel. 

Mr. I. NATANI (England) spoke on behalf of East London's 
workers' Oircle (Arbei terring). He supported the formulation of 
Dr. Sneh's thesis and thought that Oongress must further Jewish 
and Hebrew culture in Palestine as well as in the diaspora. 

Oll/E/FW/GZ, 
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DECLARATION ON ISRAEL 
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As I'Bpresentatives and spokesmen of the broad masse& of the 
Jewish people throQghout the world, we haiJJ. with pride. and joy 
the establishment of the State of Israel. Wa offer our 
bo.undless gratitude to our fellow-Jews in Eratz Israel for tre 
fulfilment of the millenial hopes of our people for. national 
nestoration in the J.8l1d of our fathers •. 

Wa salute the heroism of the Haganah, the Jewi sh Defence Army, 
whoMe military achievements in thB face of fearful od«l$ have 
adCl:ed another glorious chapter to the history of Jewish valour. 
We salute the COQrage of Israel's; Jews; who have IH'mitted 
nei then military aggression nor poli ticaJL pressure to, daunt 
them in the:li' vali8l1t battle, for the defence" consoJLidation 
and international recognition of the new State? 

The World Jewish Congress calls with confidence: on every sec±ion 
of the Jewish people to support and to sQstain with all its: 
resources ':,he struggle for the independence and integrity of 
the State of Is:rae1..until that.~stl'ugg]Le-.s;ha]~ have been 
crowneCl: with final victory" We call on our fallow-Jews 
ewerywhara to giva fullest moral and material slJiPport: to 
13raal in its: resistance to any efforts which saek to diminish 
the sDvene:ignty or to redQce: the terr .. :t;:ory of the new Stata. 
In that: res:istance. VJe and they are fortifioo by the knowladge 
that: wa are defenciiing the judgment of the United Nations, 
arrived at after,· exhaustive inquiry and discussiono We pro­
t:estt against the demands by aggressive powers to je.oparrdis:e the 
rights of the Jewish people in Is:rael by pollitical. and mdJii­
tary actiono 

We acknowledge with gratitQda the action: already taken by 
nations in according recognition to the State of Israelo They 
have sp'oken not only for thD moral conscience of their own 
people; they have reflected the moral recognition which has 
baBIT aceorded Israel by all men of goodwill throughout: the 
wonldo- We appeal most earnestly to all other nations: of' the 
world to fo:u.:n.ow t)l.ei:rr 8x8mple and to matc:-b tha moral :c-ecog-

nit ion of Israel by men and women everywhere with political:. 
rrecognition by their consi:t:ituted authorities. We. have ",tood 

wi th unfai 1 ing consistency by the Unite.d Nationso We are 



- 2; -

entitled to expect that the United N~tions shall NOW stand 
by us. 

The JewiSh people in the State of Israe] and throughout the 
world has neveT sought and does not seek. conflic:tt with the 
Arah peoplffi. We &eek for the State of Is:rre.el no more; than equaJL 
status with the other nations: of the world withiN tha fname­
work of the United Nations" as we s.eek fcJl' JewS everywhere 
equa] rights al'S' Jews and human beings.' Because' the State; 
of Israel embodies, as the Yishuv! has. hithento embodied. the 
noble, ethical and mora] values. of our people,. we are supreme­
J:y, c:ertail'lJ that it will seek. to' work aut: its destinyT in peace­
ful cooperation with its Araa neighbourS and[ on a basiS of 
respeciJ: for the hum~n rights: and fu]] equal.ity oJj' allJi. its in­
habitants without: distincXion.. The :rre;-establishment: of peace 
in Palestine willi thus serve the caus.e of pr egress in. the 
Middle E~s·t: and wlll provide the oppo.rtunity for the renewal 
of the ancient· tradition o.f Arab-Jewish co.o.peration in IsraeJL 
and at har landS' throughout the world ~ 

Co.nfident of the justice o.f the cause of Israel we, the 
delegates: to. this Seco.nd Plenary Session of tbe Wo.rld JewiSh 
Congres's" so.lemnly pledge ourselves to suppo.rt: the State o.f 
Israe] by eveny means: and with all our reso.urces' in theStruggJLe 
for itS' integritY' and independence; a..'1d in this hau:l1' 01' trial.. 
oji" struggJLe" and o.f fulfilment, we send to. it$) cit±zenSi 0.00 '. 
s.oldiers the ancient Jewish greetings: BE STRONG AND OF GOOID~'~' 
C'OURAGEo 
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The evening lileeting of the Assembly begall at g,lo ]fl-.me. with 
DR. lllfAHUJlIl GOLDMANN" in the ell ir. 

DR. 'li.o GEYER (Hungary) s aid that recent even t8 had changed 
the attitude of Hungarial'l Jewry which now wished to establish closer 
contaots with Brews of other countries" 

MRS.Mo B,NORDHEIM (Netherl8l'lds) stressed the full support 
given by the Dutch Jews to the State of IsraeL Zionist influence was 
decisi ve in all Jewim;h institutions and w~s noticeable in the relations 
with the government. 

MRoM,STEINEERG (u.S.A.) conveyed to the Congresss the gree­
tings of 200~000 Illembers of the Ali1Lerican Jewish Trade Unions, 

DR, JAIME S" FIRSTATER (Argentina) obje cted to so much time 
being given to the question of East and West, lie thoug):lt the Congress 
should conoentrate on the problem of displaced persons as well /iJ.a on 
the consolidation of the Jewish Sta-~e. 

DR. M. EENVENISTI (R1JIili8l'lia) stressed the decisive role played 
by the Soviet Union in the establishment of the Jewish State, 

ll" KLIPPEL (Australia) stressed the services renderecl to the 
Jews by the Prilillle llUnisters of Australia and of New zeelnd, 

DR. A. VAJS (Yugoslavia) said YUg)slav Jewry saw in the es­
t,ablismnent of Israel a realizetion of a long cherished dream. He be­
lieved that Jewish experience mili t2\ted egainst being neuJiJral in the 
presenill strugg;le. Jews ought to link up with the freeMmc-loving democ-
ratic forces ry 

REV. DR. A, COHEN (Grea-~ Britain) stressed the weight of 
responsi bili ty now resting on Britain's Jewry at llresent the secOnd 
largest communi 1!iy in Euro pe , , 

MR. 1\1:, :BISSELl CHES (HWillgary), Chairman of the Hungar:im Zio­
nist Organisation, thought the Jews ought to take into their own hands 
the question of their security. The Jews ()f Hungary had a -][losi tive atti­
tude to the State of Israel and all p:co--}'alestine actions enjoyed a 
full sup];Jort of the Hungarian Govenune'nt., 



MR, A" Bl.ALOPOLSKI (Israel) seid that the liberation of Jews 
in the Arqhi c lands dependeCl on who woulcllJ71ile the Negev, and that the 
DP problem could be solved only] if a cOJJ1p:Let.e sove!:eigl",.\;, of Israel aneY 
free imrrdgration were assured, 

MR. L. FEF]'ER (llLS. Zone-'"Ger1iliany) dmded that Jewish DPts 
were demoralised, Were this true the Jews would not have set up 67 
schools with 192 teachers and 8,000 8cholare, Demoralised Jews could not 
bllihave the way the Pessengers of the I1Exoclus" did, It was Illost urgent 
to liqllri.date the CaElPS, to enable the DP I s to Ie ave hated .Germany. 

MR. ZERUBAWEL (J[srael) said ~"hat neutrality towards warmon­
gers was inadmissible, Under the cloak of an·U,·Coillmunism BevilJ;n and the 
Mufu aimed at stopping Jewish iJ:lWigrationo ~he USA did not penni t 
Jewish youth to participate in the fight for Israel at a tillle when the 
lIilielllory of the llliDceric2.n Jewish hero David Marcus? leader of the Hagan~ 
innJeruealelll,was being hallowed. 

MR" l\NSELJlII HEISS (Israel) saw in Zionism the only way to 
Jewish Socialisjihl, He was against iso11:,tion and neutrality and spoke for 
an expansion of the worlel Jewish Cong1'ess on a Clemocratic basis. 

DR. E. l!1AUHER (Austd a) expressed the thanks of the Jews of 
V:i!:enna fcr the help renClereci to then by t1:.e world Jewish Congress. 

MR. P .. SZWARZRI,AT (U .. S,Zone-Germany) s.aid the' "EXodus!! passen­

ge.rs fought. not on] y for tL.eir own Ii bCl'Elition but also for that of the 
whole Jewish people. He appealed to the Jews o£ Jilllerica and other count­
ries to. seud meu to Israel to mElke. possi ble its defence 8JJ.d re consitruc-
tion, 

The speech by Mr. P. szwarzblnt concluded_ the General Debaite. 

The reply of the EX8cutive and of the European Secretariat 
was introCluced by DR.G"M" RIEGNER (switzer12nd), Dire-;tor of ithe'"Geneva 
Office (If 17he worlCl Jewish Congress and "il8Il®er of i t8 European Secre17e­
riat. He firs.t surveyel activities of the Congress since its inception 
and especially during the wa:L'" The fact thEd; the Congress had no ideo­
logy of its own was its weakness leW well as its strength. The structure 
of the congress was pliable E!l1d offered l'OOlil for every'body, Tl1e pol1,t.i-' 
oal progr8LllJiliLe end the p1'incipal thesis .of the world Jewish congress was 
to assure the eX"Lstence and the prosperi ty of the Jewish people. In view 
of this it Vias neCeSS-11ry to coap1'om:Lse between p8.rties and iCleologies, 
The principle of expediency in Matter.s political was insuffireient as 
Jews. had to take account of the opinio12 of tho worleL The answer tc, the 
question whether SOBething was "''(Jo(l a 111"d for tho Jews depended-. 

on whe the rtfie"W&-"'V'-

lem toucheCl upon the question 01 IJllYSl -,cu. val ·being. of cultural values 
or of spiritual freedoD, In the Congress' 8xperience~ the differences bet­
ween East and west, betwecn right and lit had a:ways been satisfactorily 
solved, The future to.sks of the worlCl ,TewL3h Congress included expansion 
of ist activities and CC12";"ying out of 2. prog]["EI.Iill~e of work for the Jewish 

youth. 
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DR.mr. BAROU (Gre at Br'i tain) Ch2irELan of the European 
Secreteriat of the World Jewish Congress, enphasized the diffi­
culues encountered in the process of organizing the World Jewish 
O~ngre.ss as an instrullwnt of Jewi~h defence. It was a happy coin­
cidence that the :Polish delegation to this. Assembly represented 
all Jewish parties whi ch meant that Poland! s peoples demo cracy 
was no' empty phrase. Ire re.gretted the absence of the Board of 
Deput:ires representing Britain's Jewry. c. Congress 11· 

.,.l...:c". reI.' had always tried to establish contact with Russian 
Jewry. The Oongress waited for Russian-Jewm.sh decision to 
strengthen too defenslve reserves of a people which had lost 
one third of itJ manpo·wer. 

DR. A. L. KUBOWITZKI (U. s. A. ), Se cretary General of 
the World Jewish Oongress, said lie did not assert. there was not 
enough security for 'the Jews in people; s deIilocraci®s but that 
the fact of 'the existence of a government favourably disposed 
to the Jews should not prevent the Congress to denand 1!;he in­
corporation of further assurances of Jewish rights in the peace 
treaties. He protested against the denoncing in this AsseJably 
of Jews who. fled RllILlania as exploiters. Their fault was that 

they could ne1!; ad.just themselves to the new social order. l8Ie 
pointed at the danger of using such catchworils. 

The s~eaker energfilti cally rej e cted the allegations 
that par1!;y considerations played any rOle in establishing rQroue 
'liI\;!~''''': priori ties. There had been during the war clo se con1!;act 
wi th the left as well as with the Agudah. I'ioneering, work had 
been done in IlLobilising world opinion. Congress I plans for the 
destruction of tas-ch8.ULbers and crelJ.atoria :['ailed bece,use 0:1[ 

the oppps:tion of Allied ill. Ii tary circloles; ?lld there were 
not sufficient funds to bribe the Gestapo in order tocs'ave 
the Jews. 

Since the war one of the most iMportant devel~!J!l!llents 

was' the courageous [rtti tude of 13ri tish Jewry in the ques1!;ion 
of l'alestine. 

What W[1S good for the Jews could only be decided 
by h:iLsto:ry. Was it good for the Jews that some o:f them ])re­
:ferred d.e8.th at the stako dlo saving their own lives? Was it 
good ilfor 1!;he Jews that, the passengers of the "Exilldus" had 
rejected French hospi tali ty? l8Ie believecl that the tiwes when 
Jews lived in physical securi.ty but created little spiritually, 
were "not good for the Jews", He would like to see the crit,e­
rion of expediency replaced by a criterion of love to Israel. 
There was no greater task t.han to be a servant of the Jewish 
people. /18ud applause/. 



DR. NAHUM GOLDl'IIANN, .l:'reSlOeIlv V.L CUt .c'Atv~U~'~' .. __ .•• - ."" 

reply to the general debate. He confessed that he had felt un­
easy about calling the present session of Congress after twelve 
years of revolutionary upheaval, which had contributed more to 
differentiating the various Diaspora comluunities than had the 
past nineteen centuries put together. But the proceedings had 
allayed his qualms. An assembly where no differences of opinion 
were expressed would have no raison d'~tre, but all differences 
at this conference had been expres'se'Zl-:Cnfraternal fashion. If 
there had been a slight incident, it was nothing compared to the 
rumpuses that marked the deliberations of lIlany great national 
parliaments, to say nothing of the harshness of debates at 
Lake Success. 

Dr. Goldmann took to task Mr. Israel Cohen, fraternal deleg­
ate of the British Board of Deputies, and claimed that the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Board hael no more right to 
meddle, say, in the affairs of Rumanian ,Jewry - except by request 
of that community _ than had Rumanian Jewry to intervene in the 
affairs of the Board. Such interference was both wanton and 
arbi trary. Only an international organisation elnbraoing a 
plurali ty of Jewish communi ties, could speak on behalf of its 
members _ and only then when asked to do so by the community 
concerned. There were exceptional cases when a Jewish community 
Vias completely muzzled and then other Jev'!ish communi ties spoke 
up on its behalf. That had been done for German Jewry. In 
normal circumstances, however, intervention by one Jewry in the 
internal issues of any other Jewry was intolerable. The American 
Jewish Committee was the most flagrant offender in this respect. 

Dr. Goldmann dealt at length with two arguments put forward 
in the course of the general debate. The first, that of Dr. Sneh, 
was that Jewry must throw in its lot exclusively with the 
progressive democratic forces of the world upon whose success 
or fai,lure depended the Jewish destiny. The second argument, 
submitted by me,ny speakers, was that all things must be judged 
by the exclusive criterion of what best serves Jewish interests. 
Neither of these arguments was tenable when examined in concrete 
terms. Dr. Goldmann gave chapter and verse based on recent and 
contemporary history. 

Would Jewry have obtained the neceseary two-third majority 
at Lake Success for the creation of the State of Israel with the 
sole support of Wh~lt Dr. Sneh considered the progressive 
democratic forces of the world? There were occasions when truly 
progressive forces happened to pursue interests alien to that of 
Jewry. For instance, twenty years ago it was the American 
Labour Movement wl'lich had most vehemently opposed Jewish immigrat ... 
ion into the United States. Had Jewry accepted the verdict of 
Labour at that tillle, the American Jewish cormnuni ty would not 
to-day be 5,000,000 strong and, by the same token, the European 
catastrophe would have been even greater than it was. The 
progressive Soviet Union had for a long time suspected Zionism 
of being the tool of British Imperi.alism. Dr. Goldmann had 
never despaired in his pers onal contacts with Soviet leaders 
that the Russians would come to recognise that Zionism was a 
genuine national liberation movement, and that if ever Britain 
turne d anti-Zionist, Zionism would inevitably turn anti-liri tish 
But should Jewry have accepted the Soviet view in the days of 
suspicion and hostility? 
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Next Dr. GoldrJlann treated what he called the celebrated 
question of party politics within the World Jewish Congress. 
If Congress were to be transformed into a platform from which 
the Jews of one country were permitted to tell, say, American 
Jewry, what internal policy to adopt in the United States, then 
American Jewry would be entitled likewise to impose its advice 
on the Jews of that other covntry. That would be the beginning 
of the end of Congress. 

Reverting to the argument that all things must be considered 
exclusively from the Jewish standpoint, Dr. Goldmann declared that 
each Jew was more than a Jew -- he had a thousand-and-one interests 
over alJd above his slJecifically Jew:i.sh interests, and that not 
only because he owed loyalty to the State of which he was a 
citizen - and the speaker personally wou.ld rue the day when Jews 
would become nothing but Jews without any external interests. 
The Jews were hUlnan beings like anybody else, with the same or 
even wider gamut of interests, and like any other people on 
earth were not only proud of having produced great thinkers, 
scientists and artists, but were eClually entitled to count crooks 
and undesirables aIllong their numbers. S'catisticians had proved 
that .there was less criminality among Jews than among other 
peoples, but for his part the speaker never ga:'e two hoots for 
such statistics. The Jews, he insisted again, were a people 
like any other people. 

Finally, Dr. Goldmann went into '::',le sore Cluestion of 
neutrality. It would be tragic enough if a day carJle when, as 
the result of a world conflict, the Jews would be forced to mil'ke 
their choice. Dr. Goldmann considel-ed that the ideal way would 
be for Israel to remain neutral like Swi 'GY 8rland. That was 
probably impossible of achieve'Jlent. meanwhile the Jews must 
steer their own course. T'he unification of world Jewry in the 
Congress was a wonderful _ achievement in j.tself. Uni ty must be 
strengthened. Dr. Goldmann appealeci for tolerance, elasticity 
and compr011ise in the fr81'le of resolutions and the drafting of 
the Congress consti tU"cion, so that agreement could be reached 
on a unanimous or as good 8.S un8.nimous basis. Congress was not 
a parliament with a goverrmlental IIlajorj,ty and an oppositional 
minority. It was a.voluntary institution and had no power to 
impose its will upon anyone. For the sake of world Jewry unity 
of action was imperative, and Dr. Goldnlann expressed the profound 
hope that such vni"cy would eEerge f:cOill the deliberations of this 
Second Plenary Session of WOTld ,Jevilsh Congress. 

Dr. Goldmann'S speech received an ovation from the delegates 
who had listened with rapt attention to his profoundly lucid 
yet sparklingly witty expose. 

The night session closed at L 50 a.Ill, 
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In the course of the night session the Chairman announced 
that the following Committees were set up and would start work 
on Thursday morning, July 1st: POLITICAL COMMITTEE (Chairman 
S.S. Silverman, M.P.), ORGANISATION COMIIUTTEE (Chairman, 
Dr. JoachimmPrinz), RECONSTRUCTION COl'illVIITTEE (Chairman, Dr. A. 
Tartakower), CULTURALCOlYlMIT'l'EE (Chairman H. Parnas), FINANCE· 
COJ\lIIiITTEE (Chairman, Dr. N. Barou). 

At the close of the general debate, 197 journalists, 
representing Jewish and non.Jewish newspapers and news agencies 
throughout the world, had registered with the Press Department 
of the '/IorIo. Jewish Congress Second Plenary Assembly. 

Note to Editors: 

In Communique No. 8 of June 29th, Dr. Jonas KOVINSKY 
(Argentina) by a regrettable error of transscription, was 
repor'~ed as saying that "there was no central organisation 
of Jewish communities" in the Argentine. He said actually 
that Argentine Jewry was unified i.n a strong centreal organ­
isati.on - DAIA, the Delegation of Associations of Argentine 
Jewry. 

C 12/E/FW/EL/TW 



WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
SECOND PLENARY ASSEMBLY 

MONTREUX 1948 

MESSAGE 

FROM PROF. CHEIM WEIZMANN, 

PRESIDENT OF THE STATE OW ISRAEL 

I am deeply ('.isappointed that on acc:ount: 

of' the prassure of work and of unforase:en olillli­

gation6'~ I must. now denY' myself the pleasure to 

which I had lookcl forward ,. of going tw Montre= 

in order to graet the delegates now aSSBID-bled.at 

the Second PlenarY' Session of -tha World Jewish 

CongreS's:, 

I must therefore content myself with this 

meanS' of conveying to them my sinceraS't fraternaJL 

greetingS' and my warm. good wishes for their 

suc:ceS'sful discharge of the importsniY olo.ltit:iations: 

which they have undertB.ken on behalf of the Jewish 

people._ 

The State of Isra,eJi., espec ially in the early 

stages of its work of reconstruction,_ will look to 

the Jewish Diaspora for indiscpensable- mat(JriaL and 

mora] support:" I am conf'ident that we can look to 

the: World Jewish Congress to dedicate its worldwide 

organization - and stre:ngth to the fulflllment of 

thls: high task. 

-.,. 
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ISRAEL SES"TTON" 

After a short bre ak whi ch enEcbled tree Committees to 
commence their work, the Second Plenary AS:C81ubly of the 
World Jewish Congress re-assembled for a SIecial Israel 
Session, which began at 9.10 p.El, on"ThuTseray"in an 
atmosphere of festive expectation with TIR. NMIUM GOLDMANN 
in the Chair. 

The Chairman presented to the Assembly a message 
from TIr. Chaim We.iZliian, the President of Israel. In this 
message TIr. Weizman apologized for not being able to parti­
cipate in the meeting. He wished the Congress full success in 
its del::'p.rations. The full versi.on of the Niessage has already 
been released to the press. 

MR. MEIER GRABOWSKY (Israel) brought greetings from the 
yishuv and the Vaad Leumi. He surveyed the history of the 
first days of Israel's independence bnd the war. He said he 

, 

wi tnessed two SYillbolic scenes on the first day of Jewish 
independence: a bombing attack by the agressor Arab states 
and the arrival of the first two ships carrying free ililBito,rants 
to a free State, He disclosed the Arab plan was based on the 
idea to smash the ,T8wish state wi thin ten days. But the prowess 
of the Habanah upset this plan COMpletely. The Jews were in 
this struggle in a one-to-fourty minority fighting with their 
backs to the walle 2.gainst a powerful coalition supported by 
British guns, aircraft, funds and uen. ]3:u.t he hoped that the 
Bri tain of Be' .. ·o!';" Disraeli and Balfour would prevail in spite 
of the eneilli ty ol the L2cbour gOVC1:'nEent. He praised the heroic 
stand of Jewish Jerusalem. The Chri8ti8J:]. world had always· wished 
to have a say in the fat8 of JerusaleDl but today Christian 
guns and Christian soldiers were dcstroying the Holy Ci tyo 
Fourteenhundred Jewish soldiers fighting B.t SharH&j.ga:L against 
tremendous odds, had succeeded, under fire, to cut a road 
to link up wi th Jel'USaleLl, 

The result of the mili tc.ry operction was tllat the 
entire area of the state of Israel.Vis.s in Jewish hrmds and 
addi tional defensive areas,origil1211y allotted to the. Ara:bs .,.. .. 
were taken over. Sixteen states hc,ve 80 fbI' recognised Israel 
and the flags of the State of Israel flutter from embassies in 
the y,lightiest capitels of the world. 



DR. BURG (Israel) stressed the unity of the 00"" .cess 
regar~j,ng, the Yishuv. He l'vCU.L.Led. the answer given by b 

Ohlefr.abbl Herzog to the lest Bri ttsh High OomLlissioner in 
Palestine: "No Jews will E,bandon Jerusal81il voluntE:rily". 
They had all, as events proved, fulfilled their duty to 
Erez Israel. A people v,ho had not forgotten Jerusalem for 
the past two thous!;:l',d yeors would see to it that a flourishing 
new Jerusalem rose from the ruins. The Jews of Isreel knew 
what they were fighting for. They came to Palestine not to die 
bu'~ to figh't and to live. The three groups of the yts)mv: 
the inlliJigrants, the partisEctls of the recent EuropeaIl war and 
the native Jews of Palestine formed a powerful cO];lbination 
th at wo ul d win :~.n the end. 

MR. MOHDEOHAI OREN (Israel) brought greeti,ngs of the 
fighting 2nd working Yishuv - the pione~rs fighting in the 
Negev, the Jews of Jerusalem fend of' the HagEttu;;h. He thought 
that the ostablishment of' Israel had been achieved wt th the 
help of the peoples I democrades. The truce whtch had already 
lasted three weeks should not end with E, p,·ltry compromise. 
'1'he Jews had to wtn for the sake of freedom and democracy. 

PROFESSOR J. SAOK, mem'ber of the Polish S'3jm, recalled 
with pride that Poltsh Jewry h&d been among the fix'st COlilliluni ties 
to express its COHplete solidarity with Israel ,~t a time when the 
Occupytng }lower in Palestine had set up scores of cOllllilissions 
to deprive the people of IsrEt,el of their title to their own 
country. 

Polish Jews - non-'Zionists a8 well as Ziontsts -
formule.ted in ,January 194-8 their posi tive attitude to Israel 
and to the whole J'swish people. Polish Jewry abtded by its 
devotion to Israel and to world ,Tew2:y, and it was one, of the 
great 'joys of this Congress that complete un Emimi ty preve.iIed 
21il.Ong 311 strata of the Jewish people in the Diaspora the world 
over ~, they were all brothers united tn the cause of Israel. 

The tragically depleted Polish J'ewry had sent out 
food-'ships to Israel. It W2S a symbol of the unbounded love of 
Poltsh Jewry for Is1'8.eL 'I'hey would, vdlli.ngly give their blood 
and their lives to win the good fight for the futuro, of the 
Jewish people 2nd for the future of hum ani ty. He WE,S sure that 
Israel would be for all time a fountain,-head of freedom, of 
hWllani tarian and economic ;justice and of true democracy. 

MRo Bo MARK (Poland) ,,,'1i+w.' ,j,r,chtpf of "]Jos uaje Leben" 
said the progresstve forces of the world had wri;;ten on their 
bL'enner the self~'determtn(ition of peoples end had fe,ithfully 
fought for the realisCltion of ~}l~ self--detormin2tion of the 
J'rnvish people, 

The creation of the State of Israel W2S a result 
of the co-operation of the Jews end of progressive d,9J1J00c'iJ,oies. 
It was now the tE'sk of the Jewiah ?eop,l,E' ,:in ::8,,:,~,'jl to resist 
all political and economic invasions, no matter whether they calIlB 
from the Mufti, from Bevin or from the oil ],lagnates. 
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.. I1JL SIDNEY SILVERMAtrn r1,p~· CB1~i t:gin) 80,1 i'c ";hat the assemblec' 
T':::\"lJr"pc<on-r n .-'''\'(;("< of ~I..·l "1" -' h " .. " . . _ \~~,_ -'.~) :Ci" .. ~,_1 ,'~ , !Jil~ ~,::ni.:Lij, P'GGi},J,d i':".hu '\-'~".l:O l~_;,_ :., ';:;h.cm8el"'lo8 citiz~ns of' 
.~, ... ', ~ .. c., j.e .;"10' niXmo <;j: "<;'11i s]JG..dplJ}- ilid llCTb't~y"tlb.lGDwl" rello [mise the' 

Sta'Ge'of IsraeL (applause)" F'or Eretz ISl'aei thIS W8.Ef also 'a 'turnIng 
110 i.nt, Throught twenty c8ntul'ies it was the sou:re8 of inspiration of the 
J~jwish people c But it had' also been an unfulfilled dream for the future. 
'l'hose days W8:ce now endod, It was no longer only the National Rome of the 
past , it was '[,he eternal pro sent 0 f tho Jewish people (applauSl). Spoaking 
a8 a Bri·tish citizen and a loyal support.er of his Party and Government, 
he had to oonfess that tho ])erformance 0 f tha'c Bri'bi sh Government in the 
matter of Pa:i,estine du:cing the IJast three years oaused a deep and abiding 
dj,st:':'GSS "Go him, Belt he h01)ed and believed that there will pass from the 
minds and momories of the British and the Jews tho bl.tter humiliations 
of 'tho se past ''chree years, in gratoful memol'y fOl' the many centuries of 
"tcle:ration and of assis1)anco to tho ~per8GCrL'!GocL th8/C tho British nation 
has renderod th!'Oi..lghout 'thoSG centurios, Ho hOl'od that the loyal and tra­
ditiona1 j"'riGndship 3.nd alli.aneo ar:!.sing out, of mutual debt and mutual 
grs:citud.B 'bo'cwoen tho ,T(~wisl:L peoplo and. 'Gho B:<.'ibibh people would como 
again to tho foro ancI WC)UIDDd. las't fo T evor" (a:pplause)" The Jews would 
wish to pIa;;T' the part HE, a people of rocol1Gil:La.'tion 'bo'tween tho' nations 
of tl10 wo'X·ld, and not of cLio8Gntion'l It was a matt'Jl' of satisfaction to 
them that am6ng all tho major probloms whioh tho Unitod Nations have had 
"GO o.oal with, t.hero WI',S only ono on which the Easto rn' wo rId and the 
Wostorn worlc1 had 'boen able 'to unite ~. PalrJotine c ":lot .. the establishment 
of the Jew:;';sh Na'0ion in Israol owed li'ctle to any assistance Jews had had 
f:rom any o-cheT natj.o)]o tio did not rogret 'i,lwl; faot, II; W8,S good. for the 
;J0WS tha:.t they shoulo. l'obu!,lcl 'thoir national life not as" the proteges 
of any othe:r' peoplco,but by '"hob" own IB'b011I'C anll' by thG~c':1: own arm. The 
t:'~i.l1'alph of :s::::ao:i. had ToStae, on two main faClto'rs, both of their own ma­
l:~.llg~ tho ho:roism of the HAGANA ,?cnd the 1. aD ou·;:' tlw;t had gone into the 
c:rea'~ ion of Jow)_sh scttlenol1'cs dur i~lg the past cle()acles" He hoped that the 
;;OW8 e1~f()ri;s to lJ1.lilcl 8. now J.if'e would. not only be tho salvation of the 
,Jewish peogIe but also an ozanple to the Whole wOTld.o 

RfJJlJ5I DR 0 • ENS]':HT:N WIS1D ,- who was g:i.'von a grea'c ovation by the 
AS138Dlbly, which Tose whon lw sta).'toli to speak, Tooal1ed the year 1897, 
Y8a::(' of the fiJfst Zionist Congross at BasIo,., 'I'ti \VE,l,S just, as miraculous as 
thi3 yoa:c of mirc.clos vvhic,h endoc_ a foyi' mOY.l.ths ago 194?f) For the first 
timo ill Dlod.e!'n lifEl (1 Jaw hacc a.aTod. to usa t.ho torn ·"<iud.en" and. "Juden­
s'taat"~ 'f~heodol' Horcll uni',ors'Good. 'Gha~G Zionism was as gOlld for the world 
as it 'was good or J-owl'ios o.nd ho stood his G],se on that,; He W8,S tired of 
'thOS8 who so,icl thi11) Z1.onisD1 WJ18 mor·e~·- 0.11 o.nsv{ol' tc al'1"bj.,"~Semitimm. Zionism 
wac) th'] ,)(Jwish rosol vo "GO croate an own Na'Giom,1 HonG, No more begging 
fOT faVOUl'B anI". p1:ivi10gos and. advantagEls, ''Tho ,Jowish ljoople proolaimed 
they wera going to <l'Cand on thoir own feot, II8 cliec1 'oe:!iause the Jewish 
)]8op:LC in }."GB ul1xoo,c1i1188B In:oke his' great heo,r't. Ho could. not understand 
his own' peoplCJ, tho ,101HZ of England, the JOVlS of Awe1.'ioa, the Jews of 
Germany, the ,TOWS of Jil':ranoG 0 ~;o their honour 'be :t';, so.id -that the Jews 
of J:i}tLS tern 'lLu:copo 1'000 ivod h:1.m no s'G co rd.io.l:l.;y· :,,)11'1. 'alO st lovingly, and even 
then, 'Ge11s of thousands of tho Orthoclo}~ Jov:rs we!c no t rGad.y forI' Harzl 
'beoause thoy did not -''think tl1 tho i r pioty 'cha~, ·thoy c,Quld d1.'eam of be ing 
cO'C:1'y.'ades in l'(>--.c:r:eo.ting tho life of tho JoVJ:L3h :poo:?let' He thanked God to­
nigh'", as on,o who knGw HOl'~l emd. loved htm., fOT thG life and word and 
-beo,ahing, and :L1~f111.onc() of ,['heO(lOT HOl'zL HaiL lie 1)00n followed. there 
w~lUld not 'boon "/00>;000 Jaws in IS1.'o.o1 to, .. Cl2,~'; bC1.:C;'i[;wo or three million 
s(1.'ctlerl not. on (1 million iy;nd a gUC\1~t()r DUn8,l'1, h~.'i:; on fi.ve million. "Here 
WL1.G thls 'bTn:VG J'C-(\N~, on(~ of the throe g:cec1t ~fO'V3 o~.E' [l, ·.~hous[!.nd. years .. Mni­
Dcn:ticles \.',,'ho guvo an o-rClGl'ecL lifo to the Jc;v.i:lsh })OO})J.o)~ Spino za, who 
;J:L'onght bncJ{ 'iJho goniU[3 0 f Jov/ish thought not ~)JJ,J.y 'to "tho JOVJish pc3"o:p1e ' 
',.1 .. "~ c"I-' "'J' ,,, ., .. ,,1 1_T ""1 +h· 0'-""1 ~p ·r-'F'·:- Ofl .Lh· Oh lut" I' Ql~\) G.-, ,..1.",..!.. ,::10 ~JOT..LQ] u.I1C .J.01Z , v e i.ll.lJ,. •. LluL'9 .J-l._~LJ ,L u e a ZULffi. '1 

V'th.o knO\i\T hit1y (Jan tell you. he VJCl.S t~0 P!'OllCO,:::t J"G\V lover' know in my 
:l.:"LtO'l Eve~':'y ·o:~08..t}:i, of hi.s 'boing1evol;Y gosturo of 111:::; h~n1d.~ every uncon-
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scious IDose, of his noble body, spoke of his ndBlle, self-demanding pride 
inbeing a Jew, in being a son of the Jewibh people, in being ithe for-
erunner of ithe "Judenstaat" which has become our today," i. 

I~o Wise said he was proud of his own country, the United 
states of .lu!herica which recognised Israel wi thin f,mr minutes after the 
1'ro cl8liTILation of ithe Jewi sh state 0 He believed that whoever would be the 
next President of the UoS.Au would follow the line of President Truman 
today. He wished EnglBnd returned to the glorious days of :Balfour Deola-

ration (applause); 
SWllilllt:ilng up DC', Wise said that Herzl taugPt the Jews to stand 

as free liLIleD in ithe sight of all the world 0 Herzl through Zionism Ii bera­
ted ithe Jewish people who would remain free and liberated. There was no 
di vision there between East Bnd west, between the soviet and .America, so 
long as Jews resolved that Israel shall stand and stand as a great demo c­
ratic power for the bettering of all the world" 

DR. NAHUM GOLDMANN declared that he would resist the tempta­
tion of making a speech. He only wished to recall something of the back­
ground history of the Proclamation of the State"of Isr8eL The courageous 
and utterly fearless act which marked its birth was indeed a h&pllY augury 
f= its future growth and development" The strong cleL,gation of the then 
Jewish Agency engaged in negotiations with the United Nations at Lake 
Succes had been submi tted to mo st elaborat,e pressure by friend and foe 
alike to agree to a postponement of the Proclamation. The warnings and 
the advice issued by the powers were refereed back to Israel. and it was 
there that the historic decision which risked the destiny of Jewry at one 
throw was 'taken at the highest 1 vel and with the full support of the 
people of IsraeL Heedless of "wise counsels" from friends and other(:l , , 
Jews procl illled the state of Israel, 

L.t.,;. Nahum GDildJjlann then presented to the Assembly the DECLA­
RATION ON ISRAEL, full text of which has laready been ",,,,:Leased to the 
]Press. The statement was made on behalf of the Executive of the world 

Jewish Congress. 
Delegates and guests rose to their feet to Illark the solemn 

occasion and their unanimous approval of the De clarationo To ithe strains 
of "lIIatikvah" the Jewish national antheTh, the session on Israel came to a 

clo se 0 

C13/E/FW/EL/Lir 
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After an interval of three days which were set aside for the 
work of the five COliITai ttees, the Second Plenary Assembly of the 
World Jewish Ciilngre ss met again at 9.30 p.m. on Sunday under the 
ch,airmanship om Dr., 'NAHUM GOLDMANN. 

The Ohairil,an announced that all Oommi ttees had completed 
their work. The resolutions would be submitted to the Plenary 
Session and he hoped that the Assembly would complete its work 
in the course of Monday. 

DR.N 0 BAROU of the Final'lce OomLli ttee, submitting the report 
said the OO!l1lTli ttee recommended that thedecision of the first 
Plenary Session of Oongress in 1936 be confirmed, according to 
which each affiliated courttry should contribute to the central funds 
of the World Jewish Oongress. The future Administrative OOllifuittee 
was to be asked to approve a revision of the key of these contri but­
ions. In countries where Oongress organisations did not participate 
in centralised fund-raising campaigns of' the whole community 
agreement should be reached with other Jewish organisations that 
one month in the year be set aside for World Jewish Oongress fUlld­
rai sing drive s. Finally the OOmIlli ttee sugge sted that the po si tion 
be especially scrutinised in countries where large sums had recently 
been raised for Israel, and that possible oontri butions to Oongress 
in these countries be made known wi thin three months and not later 
than next October. The Executive was authorised to contact all 
member countries not later than next October to ascertain their 
con tri bu tiOllS. 

The Ohairman drew attention to the failure of some affiliated 
countries to pay their dues. Eastern European countries were 
bearing the heavy burden of reconstruction. In the western hemi-
sphere some countries were carrying the financial brunt, but 
others were failing in their duty. Some had not contributed since 
the end of the war. Dr. Goldmann paid special tribute to the 
efforts made in Swi tzerland and Sweden. 

Mr. H. PARNAS (Poland) submitting the report of the Rehabilit­
ation and Restitution OOllLlllission, said the World Jewish Oongress 
had done -a- good-dealOf- spadework in matters wi thin the terms of 
reference of his OomLlission despite very modest funds. He warned 
of the dangerous position of the DPs and said that the possibility 
of DP administration being handed over to the Germans had to be 
resisted. The Germans gave little or no evidence that they had 
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actually learned anything from the past. A number of States had 
still failed to carry out restitution of Jewish property. In the 
Bri tish Zone of Germany no steps in this direction had so far been 
taken. He demanded, amid cheers, that this situation be remedied 
and pOinted to the preferential treatment given to the DPs by the 
Polish Government. 

He stressed the problem of continued non-Jewish guardianship 
of a proportion of Jewish children and the difficult position of 
Jewish students. 

The Rehabilitation and Restitution COLilliission recommended the 
creation cf a central Jewish organisation to investigate the work of 
rehabilitation and restitution. 

DR. NAHUM GOLDlVlANN ann?unced that according to information 
received from Dr. BENVENISTI, Rumania, too, had fully applied her 
restitution laws. 

DR. N. ROBINSON (U.S.A.) reported on the problem of heirless 
property. He said progress in this sector varied in various 
countries. The principle which had to be adopted was that all 
property which was alienated from the Jews as a result of discrimin .... 
atory legislation, contracts made under constraint or by other 
illegal means had to be fully restored 

There were various difficulties which hindered the carrying 
out of restitution plans; such as attempts to include Jewish losses 
in the general scheme of war reparations, sabotage of laws and the 
difficult financial situation of the various countries. The 
principle to be established was that those who suffered loss were 
enti tled on a priority basis to at least such sums as would enable 
them to start a new life. 

The speaker referred to the uneasiness caused by the absence, 
in most cases, of statutory regul~ions concerning the position 
of heirless property. 

The AsselEbly then unanill,ously adopted the Resolution on 
~estitution of heirless property. 

DR. A. TARTAKOWER (ISRAEL) called for new methods in Jewish 
self-aid along the following lines: Relief and political activities 
ought to be fully integrated; relief should be based on the prinoiple 
of Jewish solidari ty in whioh the contrast between donors and 
reoipients must disappear. Philanthropy had to be replaced by 
Jewish solidarity. There was need for applying for outside finanoial 
help in view of the insufficiency of Jewish funds. Some progress 
had been made in this matter as result of conversations with 
Governments and international organisations; but there must also be 
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The Press Ilepartment wishes to supplement previous 

CommuniQues ]:ly short summaries of the following speeches made 

du ring the general debate, last week, which owing to short-

age of staff ,'.,,0. space could not be accomodated in the 

Press Communiques covering the respective meetings. 

]i'm. HIRSCH STRASCHEFFSK'I (Finland) considored it a 
mistake that every delegation should. have sung the praises of 
its own particulccr Government. Anti-Semitism in various hues 
exist od in all cliaspo ra countries anc. woul,I only clisappear 
when the Jews of tho diaspora threw in their lot with Israel. 
Finland had put at disposal of the Hagana r~lativGly more funds 
and 'c nteers than any other Jewish Community. The World 
JowisH Oongross, meeting a few wooks after tho establishment 
of Isracl and & few days bofore the expiry of the truce, must 
talw all measur"ls to secure the existenco of Israel. 

MR, Bo TEICHHOLZ (Austria) expressed his thanks to 
Lady Reading for her intervention with General l,ebodenko, the 
Soviet Army COP1D1ander, in favour of the D.P.s. He also spoke 
with gratitude of the great services ronde rod to JOHS in 
Austria by Mr. Ernest Stiassny, director of the Vienna Office 
of tho World Jewish Congress. Congress was rosponsible for 
bringing to Vienna clothing and iml)Orttmt medical supplies. 

MR. HORBERT WOLLHEiliI (British Zone - Germany) said 
that lo.he liquia.atilln of Gernjan Jewry was irrevo cablo; 'Ilp.e 

Jewish OomclUni ty noW in Gormany WClS purillly transi to ry. Jo'ws 
there lived unc.or the shCldow of a new danger - the moral ro­
habHitation of a powerful Germany as a result of the strug'le 
between the Powers, That resulted also in a rise of an'ci-Semi­
tism which used anti-Cormunism as its slogan and formor Nazi 
officials as its tools. The Exodus trouble gave a poworful 
stimulEs to Gernan anti-Senitisn. Hostility by the British 
authori ties to the JerJs has also been shown by non-recognition 
of central Jewish bodies in the British ZonE;. The principal 
objective of Jowish policy in Germany was to liquidate tho 
canps. Tho spoctker thankecl the Worle! Jewish Congross for the 
suppa rt it [<[we the Jews in the British CL:rr0_ ,[!oS, --ZUllO in 
thoir diffi cult poE ti cal strugf:lo. 

MR. HERZL GESANG (Argentina) said tho Congress-linl:ed De­
logation of Associations of Argemtino Jewry (DAIA) re};Jrosonted 
nost Jewish orr'J.11isations, But not- all DAIA affiliates had . 
. "oined Oongross or understood its worlc. Argentine Jewry had 'co 
brlno t,r0se bodies fully into tho fold of the Congress. 
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COMMISSION~F RECONSTRUCTION 
!llilL~tJA_BfL_I!A ... T:..:I",O.:!N ____ _ 

RESOLUTION OF RELIEF 

1. The Second Session of the World Jewish Congress having listened to reports 
delivered about the Relief activities of the World Jewish Congress during 
the ~ears of war and afterwards expressed its feelings of appreciation and 
gratitude to all those who were responsible for the pioneer work done in 
this particular field, The Session expressed at the same time its feelings 
of gratitude to our affiliated bodies whose fullhearted cooperation made 
possible the raising of funds needed for the Congress work or Relief and 
Rehabili tat ion, 

a. The Session faced with the continued mass povert~ and sufferings in tha 
~ountries of Europe and with hundreds of thousands of Jewish Displaced 
Persons expressed its firm belief that more extensive social planning and 
broader and more comprehensive social programs are required to achieve 
the rehabilitation of Jews and Jewish Communities o At the same time the 
Session stresses that the Relief work is to be done in the spirit of real 
dsmocracy, of Jewish national solidarit~ and of the fullest participation in 
its administration on the part of thoss to whom assistance is being rendered. 

3. The Session calls upon the Executive Committee of the World Jewish Oongres~ 
to influence the Relief work done by the various Jewish bodies in the 
above~mentioned spirit and to make the necessary efforts in order to 
achieve the coordination of the Congress relief activities with the 
activities of other major Jewish relief agencies through continuous 
consultation and cooperation, 

4. The Session reiterates the fundamental principle proo},aimed by the World 
Jewish Congress and realised in its activities according to which there 
exists a close correlation between Relief and political activities" While 
recognizing the tremendous contribution made by Jewish organizations thrQugh 
mobilisation of private resources for purposes of direct relief, the 
Session therefore feels that intensive efforts should be made to secure a 
far more adequate measure of assistance for Jewish Relief and Rehabilitation 
from public resouroes, The Session expects that the work done by the 
Congress in influ9ncing the polioies of Governmental, inter~Governmental 



and International Agencies, to have them participate in the work of the 
Reli.ef and Rehabilitation done for the Jewish population, will be 
cOntinued in the same spirit with the same vigour as it had been in 
the past. 

The Second Session underlines the unusual importance of the pioneering 
work which,the Congress has carried out in the sphere of relief work, 
and expresses the hope that it will continue to be effective and active 
as, a pioneer in the field of future relief work, 
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COMMISSION ~F RECONSTRUCTION 
AND RE!:!ABILITATI~ __ 

RESOLUTION OF RELIEF 

1. The Second Session of the World Jewish Congress having listened to reports 
delivered about the Relief activities of the World Jewish Congress during 
the ~ears of war and afterwards expressed its feelings of appreciation and 
gratitude to all those who were responsible for the pioneer work done in 
this particular field, The Ses sion expres sed at the same time its feelings 
of gratitude to our affiliated bodies whose fullhearted cooperation made 
possible the raising of funds needed for the Congress work or Relief and 
Rehabilitation, 

2c, The Session faced with the continued mass povert:w and sufferings in the 
countries of Europe and with hundreds of thousands of Jewish Displaced 
Persons expressed its firm belief that more extensive social planning and 
broader and more comprehensive social programs are required to achieve 
the rehabilitation of Jews and Jewish Communities o At the same time the 
Session stresses that the Relief work is to be done in the spirit of real 
democracy, of Jewish national solidarity; and of the fullest participation in 
its administration on the part of those to whom assistance is being rendered. 

3. The Session calls upon the Executive Committee of the World Jewish Congress 
to influence the Relief work done by the various Jewish bodies in the 
~bove~mentioned spirit and to make the necessary efforts in order to 
achieve the coordination of the \'ongress relief activities with the 
activities of other major Jewish relief agenciee through continuous 
consultation and cooperation, 

4. The Session reiterates the fundamental principle proclaimed by the World 
Jewish Congress and realised in its activities according to whioh there 
exists a close correlation between Relief and political activities" While 
recognizing the tremendous contribution made by Jewish organizations through 
mobilisation of private resources for purposes of direct relief, the 
Session therefore feels that intensive efforts should be made to secure a 
far more adequate measure of assistance for Jewish Relief and Rehabilitation 
from public resouroes, The Session expects that the work done by the 
Oongress in influencing the policies of Governmental~ inter~Governmental 
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the past. 
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as a pioneer in the field of future relief work, 



W 0 R L D JEWISH CONGRESS 
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SECOND :PlENARY ASSElv:.BlY 

JVlontreux 1948 

RESOlUTION ON ru;~nTuTION. INIililMNIFICATION )i\Ni:J 

MASTERLESS PROPERTIES. 

The Second Session of the World Jewish Congress, convened 
in Montreux on June 27, 1948 

• 
Calls upon the competent authorities to enact promptly, in-

sofar as it has not yet been done, all measures necessary to restore to 
the rightful Jewish owners or their successors in right property of which 
thoy wore deprived under Nazi or Axis domination. 

the World Jewish Congress expresses its, special concern that no 
restitution laws have as yet been enacted in the British Zone of Germany 
and in Berlin. 

II. Indemnification. 

The Second Session also calls upon all Authoritles concerned to 
enact and implement at once, insofar as it ha&' not yet been done, mea­
sur"s necessary to compensate all Jewish vict-i,fls of RaCism and Nazism for 
the losses inflicted upon them, insofar as ~hey are not indemnified 
through restitution. 

II~I@plementation of Restitution and In4emnificati on. 

Tho Second Session appeals to 8jl authorities concerned, inclu­
ding th<9 Allies, to take at once all sr;eps necessary and apt to speed up 
the process of restitution and indemniIication uncer existing legislation 
and to eliminate all existing delays anc impediments therein. 

It calls, furthermorEl, upon thes\) authorities to provide the vic­
tims of anti-Jewish persocution with the means necessary for the repay­
ment of amounts dUB by thOSe victims to the present cwners, whenever the 
legal owner coes not peSSGSS these sums, anc to put at the disposal of 
these victims funcs necessary for their economic rehabilitation, in ad­
yanee of the full recovery of the property, rights and interests of which 
the :I'_W6J::,\l depr i vad. , ~.. " ..,. ..>lP ". 
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IV. Masterless, Unolaime,d and Communal ,Jewish Properties. 

and 
noi;, 

The.Seoond Session vo1ges 
unolaimed propertles, WhICh 
yet been ~ade available for 

its deeD agprehension that masterless 
belongeti t Jews have in most oases 
Jewish purposes. 

The same refers to propsrties of Jewish oommunities and orga-
nization~. ' 

Th<'t Se.Qond Session oalls upon all nations and authorities (lOnoe-r­
n<'td to enaot and implement a\ the earlieSmom<'tnt, insofar as it has 
not yet been done, laws and reguletions in order to assign all such 
prop<'trties; rights and interests, which are under their jurisdiction, 
for purposes of Jewish rehabilitation and reconstruction in the oount­
ries of "tihe residence o:f the Jewish victims of pers<'tcution and in 
Israel, and to trans:fer these assets to appropriate Jewish_represBn\a­
tive bodies. 
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POLITIC.~L COMIUSS ION , 
---------------------

. RES OL UT ION ON G ERM.'.NY • 
-------------------------

The Seoond Session of thG World Jewish Congress, oonvened on Juno 
27th in Montreux, 

Reoe,lling the terrible r.nd inhum::m sufferings and perseoutions :~n­
flioted upon the world and speoifioally upon the .Jews of Europe by 
Germ3ny imd the Germ(?,n people whioh resulted in six million Jewish 
death and the uprootedness and homeles:cosS of most of those who, 

thanks to J.llied viotory, esoaped this fate; 

Mindful of the c.nti-Semitio propaganda disseminated by Germany and 
the German peoplG the world over; 

;.ware of the immense me,terial dnmage oaused to European Jewry by 
Germany :;cnd the German people; 

i.ware of the present state of mind of the German people whioh does 
not evidenoe signs of repenta~oo for their misdeeds, tho absenoe 
of any desire to embraoe demoor:;coy and become a freedom-loving 
nation; and 'the pGrsiste.ncG of 2.nti-Samitism; 

R'aaffirms the previous rG s olu't ions adopte d by the World Jewish 
Congress in regc,rd to Germany and perticularly the determination 

of tha Jewish people never again to settle on the bloodstained 
soil of Germany i voioes its deep oonoern over the failure of the 
~llied de-nazification programme as well as over the fact that 

active Nazis and others who cooperated with the National-Socinlist 
movement have been installed in important posts in the political 

and the economic life of thl3 country fmd in the administration 
of justice; 

Calls upon the :.llied nations, espeoial1;~ the big powers, to include 
in whatever settlem(3llt of the German problem the;yl will make, 
temporary or permomen t, the following provis ions in favour of the 
Jewish people and Jews: 

(a) recognition of the guiH of Germany for the unpresedentll. 
tragedy Which befell the JI3WS after the aooession of the 
Nazis to power in G8rmany; 
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(b) payment of reparations by Germany in favour of the uprooted 
Jews to be usei'! for their rehabili tation and resettlement, 
in the fir st pl aoe in Pales tine; 

. (0) insofar as it has not yet been done by the Allies, the econom­
ic rights of Jews in and from Germany should be restored in 
full. Whenever restitution is impossible or inappropriate, ful~ 
compensation should be made therefor., The export of the proper­
ty or compensation coming under this proviso should be facili­
tated and ex.pedi ted; 

(d) insofar as it has not yet peen done, heirless and unclaimed 
Jewish property should be assigned to a Jewish organisation 
representative of the Jews in and outside Germany and to be 
used for rehabilitation and resettlement of Jews, in the 
countries of the residence of the victims and in Israel; 

(e) to remedy the consequences of the failure of denazification 
and purification of Gerljlan;l'; 

(f) 

(g) 

ins ofar as it has not yet been done, all di scriminatory le"i s­
lation should be abrogated and17:r,,:j.pioClsme.de ";0 ban the in­
troduction of such laws and practices, as well as of anti­
Semi tic teachings am practioes in the future. No one shall be 
pr9seouted for the violation of any lr;,',v to be abolished as a 
result of suoh abrogation; 

Germany should reoognise the speoial responsibility toward 
displaoed Jews who live at present within its borders or who 
may come there in future. It should be responsible for their 
maintenanoe and be obligeii to provide them with the necessary 
means for their eoonomic rehabilitation, to the extent that 
this is not being done by the Allies or the IRO; 

the legal status of Jews and their communities be guaranteed 
inter na tionally; 

(i) the implementation of the foregoing provisions should be put 
under striot international control and supervision by "the 
proper Allied authorities. 

We demand that, in the peace treaties with Germany, suoh axeas which 
were detached from Germany am in whioh ther e now }]e side oonsideI'able 
numbers of Jews and other victims of Nazism and racial perseoution, 
shall not be returned to Germanyo 

We regard any at te:npt to reconstitute the German State as an economic 
and politioal and, therefore inevitably military, power, in absence 
of suffioient evidence of its oapacity or willingness to serve the 
interests of peace and demooracy, as a threat to Jewish security and 
peaoe of the world. 



POLITIC.'LL COMMISSION 

The World Jewish Co ngr css, 

reminds all governments am the peep],"s of tho VJorld of the 
recognised and es tab lish ed f ao t that raoi ali sm nnd ant i-Semi t i sm 
is everywhe re t.ho forerunner of Face ism; 

that the preoohing of .these dootrines i8 sgain being used by the 
foes of democraoy as one of the main instrumsnts to destroy 
demooracy i 

that raoial and anti-Semitic prop"\ganda inevitably undermines 
respeot for human righ ts ani fund'3lnental freed oms in fostering the 
spiri t of i rIta IG'rance am hatred whioh must end anger the seoUl'i ty 
of all minority groups and the frieiJO,ship between natiOns; 

that demooraoy 0;3,nnot be deferr1ed against Fascism unless it resists, 
by adeqmte means, the Fasoist onslaught 8iSainst too equality ani 
seouri ty of ;3,11 hum'3.n beings and unless positivG "'ieasures axe takBn 
to gU3Xante6 th""t 8cluali tYi 

that the effioscoy of a legishttive progTscm for oombatting suoh 
subversive movemBnts has boef.;. 8.l:tl:)1~y prov8r:.-: 

The World Jewish Corgress, tOOTefore, sVP1)eals to all govern­
men t s and nat ions of th e w or ld 

to outlaw nwialism am anti-Semitism, espeoiaLly by: 

makirg iDGitement to hatred against raoial or religious 
gr C1.lpS a punishable offenoe mnGl' the domestic law; 

prohj,biting the misusfJ of froedom of speech, press or 
assembly for tho sprea':)it',g of r'1ci81ism and anti-Semitism 
by bai::lning the -GJaohi,ng of raci'J.li sm arB anti··Semi tism and 
by examining trie text-books of all educational institutions 
with this purpose in view; 

promoting groups amity ar::d urderstaming 9.'1long all democratic 
elements and "'Jy efJ"-;':J"tl vt: sUiJ~vrt-'o-f-· '7th--';:.~1.-J,:nlted Nations 
Eduoaticn, Scientific cun Cultural OTganisationlDi'E8.COL 



The World JewL sh Corgress calls on all Jewish organisations, 
togethor Witdl all non-Jewish demooratic and progressive 
organisations, in those countr:Bs where anti-Sllllllitic move­
ments emerge, to continue an'! strergthen the common 
struggle against anti-Semitism an'! RaciLalism and their 
expre.ssions in practioe" 



WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
SECOND PLENARY ASSEMBLY 

MONTREUX 1948 

POLITIC .. U COMMISSION ____ ~~-=c 

!,lESPLUTION 

G 0 n 0 c ide 
======:::::;==::=:====== 

The World Jewish Oongress 

welcomes the Resolution of the Reneral :.ssembly of the 
United N~tions declaring genooide to be an international crime 
entailing international responsibility on the part of individuals 
and states and requesting the Sooial and Eoonomio Council to 
prepare a draft of a Oonvention on genocide for submission to that 

body; 

appeals to the ~ssembly of tho United Nations to adopt 
as soon c\s possible a Oonvention on Genooide with speoial regard 
to intern2,tionC\1 maohinery for the prevention and punishment of 
this crime as well as effective rules of implementation; 

reminds all Member States of thoir obligation under the 
Oharter to promot e Human Righ ts; 

calls upon all mombers of the United NC\tions to ratify 
such Oonvention without delay, 

4/7/1948. 



POUTIC1.L COHMISSION 0 
July 4th, 19480 

------~--~-~---------

RESOLUTION ON JEWS IN .J{j;,B I •• NDS 0 

-------~~-~~-~---~----~~--~~--~--~ 

'l'he World Jewish Congress 

Oonscious of its res})onsibili ties in safeguarding the rights of 
Jews in all lands, 

Disturbed about tho grave situation facing the JeWs living among 
the i,rab peoples, 

Recognizing trle alarming proportions which anti-Jewish propaganda 
.has .. assumGd~in~ertain countriB<3.resulti.ng in violence and crim0~ 
against the life and property of J.BWs."~tj ne; in Jll.asa.ao:t'B of 
innocent poople ,-~.' 

Feari ng that si.milar crimes may recur in the future, 

Calls upon all "~rab peo;cllGs to follow an atti.tude of friendship 
and brothGrhood towards the Jewish communi ties who for many 
oenturies, have livt3d with them in peace as good neighbours, and 
to resist aggression and provocation against the Jews; 

App Gals to all governments and "1ppropri ate authori ties to put an 
end to agitationand propaganda directed against the JeWs, to take 
every possible measuro to prevent dangers facing their Jewish 
ci tizens, to bring to trial an'! punish those rosponsible for having 
commi tted acts of vi01ence and to abstain from 13.11 forms of dis­
crimination and oppression directed against the Jewish people; 

Requests the United Nations and all its members to use all their 
inf1uence with the countries and governments concerned to secure 
the dignity, security and safety of the J8Wish communities which 
are in danger. 

We emphasise the extremely urgent character of this appeal. 



WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
-----------------------

Second Plenary Assembly 

Montreux, 1948. 

POLITICAL COMMISSION 0 

(2 ) 

(3 ) 

(4 ) 

RESOLUTION ON THE POSITION 

OF THE JEWS IN AUSTRIA. 
----------------------------

The Second Session of the World Jewish Congress declares that 
an ever increasing part of the Austrian population has become 
conscious of the crimes committed by the Nazi regime against th~ 
Jews, and that they are prepared to fight, in a unified front, 
together wi th the victims of Nazism against a revival of Nazism 

The Congress further expresses its apprehension that Nazi force<' 
in Austria are still working, through propaganda and attempts 
at reorganisation, for the revival of Nazism and that they are 
gaining strength and .consolidating their posi tions in the econor' 
ic and administrative spheres. 

The Congress states that little has been done as get to redress 
the wrongs done to the Jews of I\.ustria and that there has been 
great delaY in the application of laws already passed, and 
especially that a number of laws which were promised and are of 
importance for Jewish rehabilitation, have not yet been enacted. 

The Congress expresses the hope that in the forthcoming treaty 
wi th Austria and in the domestic law and practice, guarantees 
will be laid down which will make a revival of Nazism impossibl( 
and will secure the existence and rehabilitation of the Jewish " 
communi ty. 



July 4th, 1948, 
POLITI C 'J, CO:I'!IS SION. 
-------~--------------

RESOLUTION ON HlJ.tUlli RIGHTS. 
----------------~-----------

The World Jewish Congress, 

whi 1st noti ng with sati sfaction that the United Nations have given 
priority in their i.genda to tho speedy introduction of a Bill of 
Hwnan Rights, 

desires to emphasise that no such Bill would be worthy of its name 
unless it secured effectively full equality by law and in practice 
for all hwnan be ings without dis tinction of race, religion, language 
and sex; 

nor would such a Bill fulfil its purpose unless it excluded from 
its protection in respect: of their destructive activities, indi­
viduals and groups aiming at the destruction of hwnan rights and 
fundamental freedoms; 

nor would such a Bill fulfil its purpose without effectively com­
bating the spirit of intolerance and hatred against nations, racial 
or religiOUs groups by pi'omotirtg respect for hwnan rights and funda,.. 
mental freedoms and by banning all education opposed to these 
pronciples, 

The World Jewish Congress declares that an appropriate procedure 
wi thin the framework of the United Nations in regard to petitions 
alleging infringement of hlmJan rights is an indispensable prerequi­
site for the implementation of a Bill of Hu~an Rights, 

The World Jewish Congress recalls to all civilised nations of the 
world; 

that the whole Jewish population under Nazi and Fascist governments 
in Europe had been deprived of all human rights and fundamental 
fre ed oms; 

I 
that Governments failed to take effective measures to prevent this 
sUilpression of hU'Ilan rights·; 

that at present, three years after the cessation of hostilities, the 
teachings of Nazism and Fascism in spite of the victory of the !cllied 
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Demokraties are still q:proadil:lg intolerance and hatred against the 
Jews in many countries; 

that appropriate measures to fight racial hatred and anti-Semitic 
propaganda have not yet been introduced by all governments. 

The World Jewish Congress solemnly calls upon the nations of the" 
world to realise that the preservation of human rights and funda_ 

. mental freed oms is a vi tal c ondi ti on cf the survival of hum ani ty; 
it is of particular significance for the Jewish people the maj ori ty 
of whom are spread as minority groupe amongst the nations of the 
globe and whose grour rights, including facilities for the develop­
ment of their religiouS and cultural life, must be internationally 

secured. 

The World Jewish Congress warns that a repetition of the Nan and 
.lfascist onslaught against hu.'llan rights and fundamental freedoms 
mus t inevitably lead to a new war which may result in the destruc-
tion of civilisation. 



POLITIC1.L CmmISSION. July 4th, 1948. 

---~-----------------

RESOLUTION ON JF,crm INRlJl L .• NDS. 
~----~-----~------~--~~-~---------

The World Jewish Congress 

Consoious of its responsibilities insafeguardil1g the rights of 
J ows in all lands, 

Dis turbed about the grave situation faci ng the Jows living among 
the Lrab peoples, 

Recognizing the alarming proportions which anti-Jewish propaganda 
. has.-assumed-~iU-Dertain coul1tri..e.s,l:'esultj.ng in violence and CriID8-S­
against the life and prop.a:r-ty of J'..ewa._-c.:ulmi.na-ti D§ Ln.)Jw.ssac:c.6 of 
innocent poople, ,,~.~ 

Fearing that similar crimes may recur in the future, 

Calls upon all ~rab peoples to follow an attitude of friendship 
and brotherhood towards the Jewish oommuni ties who for many 
oenturies, have liv.;d with them in peaco as good neighbours, and 
to resist aggrossion and provocation against the Jsws; 

Appeals to all governments and Stppropriate authori tios to put an 
end to agitation and propaganda directed against the Jews, to take 
every possible measure to prevent dangers facing their Jewish 
oi tizens, to bring to trial and punish those responsible for having 
commi tted acts of violence and to abstain from all forms of dis­
crimination and oppression directed against the Jewish people; 

Requests the Unitod Nations and all its members to use all their 
i nflue nce with the countries and governme nts concerned to secure 
the dignity, ,oecurity and safety of the JeWish communities which 
are in danger, 

We emphasise the extromely urgent character of this appeaL 
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
SECOND PLENARY ASSEMBLY 

MONTREUX 1948 

CULTURAL~MISSIQ~ 

RESOLUTIONS ON CULTURAL WORK - Adopted at the 
Second Session of the World Jewish Congress 

Montreux) June 194-8 0 ._-,------_._--,_._---_._-----

The Second Session Resolves 

1. That in all countr~'s, sections of the Congress offices or Congress 
affiliates departments and regional councils should be established 
for culture and education with the aims of strengthimitig,.: and 
coordinating Jewish education and Jewish cultural work in general. 

The main task of these local ssctions is to help establish Jewish 
schools and to see that they be maintained or subsidized through local 
governments or Jewish communities depenjing on existing conditions. 

The above named departments should also aim at helping to reconstruct 
the existing Jewish day and part~time schools. 

2. Resolved that the World Jewish Congress be instructed to help establish 
teachers seminaries in various countries and to expand the already 
existing seminariesn 

3. Recommends that those J8wish communities which are in need of help shall 
for a specific period engage teachers, rabbis and cultural workers 
from Israel and from other Jewish centers ,; 

4. Recommends to encourage the publications of tsxt books in relation to 
local needs and conditions, as well as the coordination of activities 
of various centers in this fielde 

,. The Second .• Session Resolves to call for a strengthanitig ~ of educational 
work among adults through helping to establish institutions such as 
evening classes, people's universities, lecture bureaus and to introduce 
and exchange lecturers and artists between 'rarious Jewish centers. 

6. Recommends to encourage with all available resources cultural work 
among the Jewish ;,l'outh organisations of all trends and to encourage 
cooperation between the various countries" 

7. Resolves to morally and spiritually Rupport the World Union of Jewish 
Students and to create scholarships for gifted Jewish youths. 

8. Resolves to recognbc the importanoe of the Book Supply aoctivities of the 
World Jewish Congress and recommends that this work be continued and 
coordinated with the activiioy of other organisations in this field • 



_. 2 -

9. Resolves to consider the School Adoption Plan of the World Jewish 
Congress which helps Jewish schools in various countries as a very good 
method of strengthGoing> the Jewish school system in the destrc;oed 
cotllilU:1ities and demand that this activity should be maintained and 
expanded, 

10. Resolves to call upon the World Jewish Congress that together with other 
Jewish organizations they continue their efforts to recover as quickly 
as possible Jewish treasures which were looted by the Germans before 
and during the' War aml, to see to it that they be returned to their 
owners. In Gases where no heirs were left these treasures shall be 
handed over to higher eduGational and scientific institutions, particul­
arly to the Hebrew University in Jerusalemo 

11. Reolves to give directions to the World Jewish Congress to help ensure 
the rebuilding and rehabilitation of Jewish schools, institutions of 
learning libraries, museums, monuments and cemeteries etc, 

12. The Congress welc omes the work of the resee.rch insti tut ions, historical 
commissions in all countries and particularly by the Institute of Jewish 
Affairs which collect and work on the material and documents in connection 
with the epoch of the Jewish destruction and heroism of the last period. 
The collected material should become a common treasure for the whole of 
our people through a general common center in cooperation with the 
Institute of Jewish Affairs; while not affecting the autonomy of the 
respective territorial institutions should centralize the whole of the 
collected materialj the Ya~2~.she\!! shall be considered as such a canter. 

13. The Second Session Rosolves to recommend increaseG cooperation with 
UNESCO and other international organizations which deal with the streng~ 
thaning of peace and understanding among the peoples? to appeal to 
UNESCO to increase its help by establishing the destroyed Jewish cultural 
institutions which have existed in the countries of the German occupation 
and to remove discrimination from schools and to revise text books which 
have discriminatory 'tendencies~_ 

14. RecommeClds to create annual awards for outstanding literary, scientific 
and artistic achievements with the aim of encouraging Jewish literature 
and scienc6~ 

15. Recommends to create a special fund for Jewish writers, artists and 
intellactuals in order to enable them to devote themselves for a given 
period to their wOT'ld. 

16. Calls upon the World Jewish Congress to adopt all possible measures 
whi.ch can lead ,to closer cultural cooperation with the Jews of the 
Soviet Union, 

17. Recommends that the World Jewish Congress publish a central Monthly 
and a Year Book in which all aspects of Jewish life throughout the world 
shall be reflected as well as to support the publications of important 
local organs 0 
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18, Recognizing the necessity for the coordination, oonsolidation and 
expansion of the widespread activity in the field of culture and education 
in all countries and spheres and welcoming all the initiatives which 
have been displaY/6d up to now in organizing cultural activities, the 
Gongrose recommends that the newly elected bodies at the World Jewish 
COhg:C8SS convene a World Congress for JS1Nish integnll Cul tura and? as a 
preparatory measure, ree ommends to contact for this purpose existing 
cul-tural Jewish organizations () 

190 Looking upo" the ,,'adio programs from Israel as an :emportant branoh of 
Gultural 8.otivity for tho Jews in the diaspora it recommends to the 
World J"ewieh Congress to negot.iate with the appC'op~'iate authorities in 
Israel 5.n ordc.:c"· to organize suoh programs 0 

200 Consi.de.~ing the cultural vmrk as ono of the rrlost lrnp8:rtant fields of 
activity we recommend t.o th8 Yiforld J-ewish Cong~:'e8s thfl al1ocEttion cf 
t.wenty pe:'.~ o8.nt of the genora1 budget fOi:' the needs of the Cul t,ural 
Department Q 



CONGRES J U I F M 0 N D I A L 

SECONDE ASSEllBLEE FLENIERE 

Montreux 1948 

co~mISSION D'ORGANISATION 

RESOLUTION 

La Deuxieme Assembles pleniere du Congres Juif 
Mondial consid§rant la Constitution ~dopte. par cette Assemblee, 
reconnait que des situations speciales pourraient se presenter 
par leS'luelles aucune disposition specifi'lue n'est prevue etqll.i 
ne rentrent pl;lS dans Ie cadre d'une Constitution. 

Ces situations sont entre autres: 
1. Depart definitif d'UD membre du Conseil general au pays 
00 il residait au moment de son election au Conseil. 
2. Changement dans l'importance de la eopulation d'une 
communllute juive qui modifierai t Ie barema, r"rresentation au 
Conseil general. Qe 
3. Changement des circonstances personnelles dans lesquel1es 
un representant a ete designe. 

L'Assemblee p..:~ niere reconnal:t que dans de telles si­
tuations au des situations similaires, une representation 
appropriee de la communaute respective au Conseil pourrai t 
Ie plus exiS·~c:::- L 1 Assembles recommende, en consequence, que 
les membres en question du Conseil general mettent las or­
ganisations membres nominataires en mesure d'effectuer les 
changements necessaires en ce qui concerne leur representa­
tion, afin qu'elle reflete fidelement la composition interne 
de leur communaute, 



COHGRES :r U I F M ON D I A L 

SECONDE ASSEMBLEE PLENIERE 

Montreux 1948 

COMMISSION D' ORGANISATION 

RESOLUTION. 

La deuxieme assemb1ee pleniere du Congres Juif Monnial, 
en vertu de l'Article 13 par. 1 (a) de la Constitution fixe 
le bareme suivant pour l'election des membres W Consail 
General: 

Les Organisations affiliees representant un pays ou un 
territoire avec une population juive 

de 20 000 a. 75 000 ont droit fl. un siege 
" 75 000 a. 150 000 " " .. deux siege s 

" 150 000 a 350 000 " " " trois si ega s .. 350 000 a 700 000 " " n qUatre sieges 

et pour chaqua tranche de 400 000 en plUS ou fraction d<il> trancbe 
un siege supplementaire. 

L'Etat d'Israel a droit ~. trois sie~6WeU~~as 
en l'lu ... ·du. nomlJre d.,t ... nn.1.ne p-ar cs bar3J!li;>. 

Les organisations membres representant un pays ou un 
territoire de mains de 20 000 pourront s'associer a d'autres 
organisations qui se trouvent dans la mimo situation, en vue 
d' atteindre 1e minimum exige pour la representation au Conseil 
general. 



CON G R D S J U I F M 0 N DIAL 

SECONDE ASSElilIBLi<;E PLENIERE 

Montreuy. 1948 

----------

PROJET DE CONSTITUTION DU CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL 

Article l! Le Congl'ils Juif Mondial ~6t une ullion librement consentie d' organismes, 
de communautes at o::'ganisat.ions representatifs juife dans Ie mande entier 
qui adherent au COllgres Jui.f Mondial en conformite avec la presents 
constitution o 

Article 2 I L6 Congres Juif Mondial 8. pour Jut d'assurer l'existence et de soutenir 
l' unite du peuple juif et a caeta fin 

a) de coo"donnar les efforts de ses organisations affiliees dans 
10 domains des problem8b poli tiqU9S, eC!lllomiques, soc iaux et 
culturels intereseant Ie peuple-;nifJ 

b) de g9.r"-ntir 1es dr'Jits, le statu at 188 interets des Juifs et 
des comrnuna.u·tc8 jui,ro8 et de. 1HZ defendre partou-:; ou i1s sont 
deni6s~ violas ou menace8~ 

c) diencQurager et de sQutenir 1e developpement createur de la 
vie socialo et Gulturel:;'s juive danR 1e monde entier~ 

d) d'3 rapresente:- 888 o1:'gani:::e"tions affi1iees at d I agir en leur 
nom aupres des autoritos gouvernementalBs) intergouvel'nementales 
at autres autor'ites in-ternat ionales pou:' toutes le8 questions 
interessant 18 peupl a juif dans SOl1 ensemble; 

1e Oongres Juif Mondial s'efforcera cia cooperer avec tous les 
peuples sur la case des L.1~aUJc. universals de paix~ de liberte 
et de jl.Cstice o 

Article 3 I L'affiliation au Congres .Tuif lilol1c1ial ne doit, en aucune fa,on, affecter 
1 i autonomie de ses membres daw;.; 188 questions d; ordre interne au religieux 
interessant les cormm.mau'tes juives ree.poctives et ne donne aucun droit au 
Congres Juif Mondi9.J. d j intcl·ven.i!' dans l.es affaires politiques interieures 
de leur pays" 

Article 4: 10 Les orge.nis:nes s. cmnm'J..naU"G06 (?,t organisations julfs crees et agissant 
en confo:rmite avec les pr:incip88 d.emocrat.iqu88 qui decleren-c accepter 16 
but et vJu10ir se Gonfcrmar' au.x pri.ncipes de la presente constitution 
peuvent 9.uherer co;nme mem."'JrE's cOl1stituants ou 2_ssocies aprss approbation 
par 1 e Comi-t8 t:"e cut if C' 

2a" La quc..lite de memb~e consti-i:;uant ne sera aCGordee c:.u'a ur.. seul 
organisme; commui1aute au or'gEtllisati~)n juif ds.ns chaque payso 

bel La quali-38 do melD.c::"'e constitu3..;:{':' sara aec:)~dee ali orga!.:1isme represen­
tatif juif generalemen-~~ reG()nnu ou accepte GommE) tel danE:. ce payR <:' A.u cas 
o-ll un tel oX'g9.l1isme nje:~istfJ paSt n"auTait pas cJ.8~~'lerlde son affiliation ou 
ne· 98r'eit pas quo.lifie~ Ie CorJite k~Xe0J;t_t:t- pour~r8. accepter aornme membre 
const~tuant pour G8 p3..ys J.'fJrgrl..u:i.sme qtU;,- d'a.p:d:n.'! 60::1 B.vi:3 9 ::cemplit Ie 
mieux les cond:Lt:i_ons rEH11A~;~JGfL 



Co Dans des cas speciaux, le Comite Executif peut, par ill18 decisic~ prise 
a la majorit,e des deux tiers de ses IDembres ~ accorder 1.51. qualite '·~.e 
membra constituant a tout autre organisme ,Ju orge..-.i£?':~-::'c.:i Gcd10!1.,JJ~,~1- ::~._.l;itions 
que 1.,-3 ;_:~-,::.:';.t'; E'::.-,:::","'.:.: f ;;_~-'-:;'-c ~ixer" 

3e I-la qualite de membra associe pourra etra accord-eo a des organisations 
interna-cionales sur d~0i3ion des deux t.iers des membres du Comite Executif 
sur la base de priw:ipds et conditions que 10 Ccmi~8 Executif jugera 
approprir~" 

Article 5: Les organss 1n r:cngres Juii' Mondial sont , 

Article 6 

Article 7 

Article 8 

Article 9 

1'Assemblfe p18niere, 18 Cansoil geneTal, le Comite ["BcutH, ainsi que 
tOUG les autres organes auxiliaires que le Comito Executif juger'a 
necessaire d'etablir, 

L' Assemblee pleni6re est 1 f autor-ita supreme du Congres J~lif ?'!Io~lji.al dans 
toutss les questions, 

1. Le Comi-tf; EXeC1Jtif Gonvoquera l~ Assemulee pleniGre en Si2-f's:::'Jn GJ:",liYlaire 

taus lss daux an8 0 

2" Si les circonstances J..'8xigerrt" 1e Comite EX8cutif pcut c.er:ir;'er a ]a 
majorite D.es deux tiers de SBG mombres de reni,"oyer la esss:"oi:1 o-,,'d-iXI.8.:',ce 
de 1 r ASRsmble8 p1eniere pour unG poriode TIe depas?~J.nt P!:tS V,ne anne8, 
Des renvois ulte!'ieu:ts c'svTU!i.'t e"t.:r;'8 approuv8s par 18 Corcrj}l g,{3n·,fT 2.1 
a la ma.:ior:Lte des deux tie:;'~8 des owmb:ces preser/cs ::t pe..::,ticipant au 
vvte, 

1" La Comits Exe cut if, sur j a demancG des trois quarts de 588 memb::'8s ~ 
peut convoque!: une session ex-Lraordil1ai:. ... e de 1; AS.3omblee p:eniar8() 
Les membres non presents pourront envoyer leur vote par- ecri-t, c 

Ltordre du jour d'un:) teLLe session sera limits aux pr-ob18mes soumis 
par le Comite Execut,if. 

2 \', La Cami ts Executif ~ a la de.uande serite des deux tiers des werr.bTG8 du 
Gonssil general j c~nvoquGra unG session 6xtraordinaJre en '·IUe: de 
discuter les problemas specifies dans cetts demands,. C8t'~e seSSJ.on 
doit etre convoquee dans les six sSmainf:lS qui 8uivent la recaption de 
la demande et doit 8e tenir au plus t.ard clans laD deux me-is a Gom:LJter 

de la dats de sa convocation. 

l~ Ll P-saembl·ee plenle:re 59 compose do delegues elus par les org3.:.1isations 
mSL1bres at reflstan-:; fi.delemen-c la composition de leur cornm1,1.n8.ute 
respective., 
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2. Le nombre des delegues attribues a chaque membre constituant sera fixe 
par le Conseil general qui prendra en consideration la population juive 
de chaque pays. Aucun pays n'a droit a plus des deux cinquiemes du nombre 
total des delegues. 

3. Le nombre des delegues attribues aux membres associes sera fixe par 
le Comite Executif, mais ns devra pas depasser le nombre de cinq pour 
chaque membre associe o 

4. L'elaction ou la designation des delegues n'sst valable qua sous reserve 
de confirmation par ls Comite de verification des pouvoirs. 

5. Les membres du Comite Executif st du Conssil general ont droit de 
participation plaine st entiere aux travaux de l'Asssmblee pleniere a 
l'exception du droit de vote qu'ils ne peuvent exercer qua s'ils sont 
delElgues tHus. 

Article 10 = 1. Les travaux de l'Assemblee pleniere sont diriges par un bureau e1u 
par elle pour la dures de la session, 

Article 11 ; 

2. Les debate de l'Assamblea pleniere sa deroulent conformement au 
reg1ament interieur soumis par le Comite Executif et approuv8 par 
l'Assemblee pleniers Q 

3. Chaqus delegue a l'Assemblee pleniere a droit a une voix. 

4. Sauf dispositions contraires de la presente Constitution, les decisions 
de l'Assemblee pleniere sont prisss a la majorite simple des membres 
presents at participant au vote. 

Le Conseil general S8 compose des , 

a) r2'epresentants dOB organisations membres constituantes designes 
par eUes et Glus par l'Assemb16e p16r.iere conformement au barame 
adopte par l'AssembJee pJ.8niere. En cas de vacance' survenue. 
par suite de deces; de demission Oll pOUl" touts autre raison, un 
rempla";ant sera designe ps.r· 1; organisation nominataire respective. 

b) Dix membres au maxil1um Hus ad personam par l'Assemb16e pleniere; 

c) Quinze membres au maximum cooptes par 1e Conseil general. 

Article 12 I Ls Conseil general a pour fonction de recevoir ot d'approuver les rapports 
du Comite Executif et d'arreter la politiqua a suivre, le programme 
d'activite ainsi que la gestion financiere conformement aux decisions 
de l'Assemblee pleni0re, 

Article 13 : 1. La Conseil general tient un9 %021011 ordinaire au moine une foie 
par an. 

2. Sur demande ecrite adresses a SGn President par au moins deux tiers de 
ses membres, Ie Cons ell general sera convoque en session extraordinaire 
dans le mois qui suit la reception de la demande at doit se reunir un 
mois au plus tard a compte,' de la date do sa convocation. 
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Article +4 I Le Comits Executif dirige les affaires du Congras Juif Mondial et agit 
en son nom conformement aux decisions de l'Assemblee plenisre et du 
Conseil general. 

Article 15 I 1. L'Assemblee planiere elit les membras du Comite Executif. 

2. Le Comite Executif a le droit de remplacer ses membres en cas de 
vacance survenue par suite de decas ou de demission et sous reserve de 
confirmation par le Conseil general, de designer par cooptaiiandes membres 
additionels a concurrence d'un cinquieme du nombre elu par l'Assemblee 
pleniAre. 

Article 16 I 1. L'Assemblee planisre elit le President du Congres Juif Mondial, le 
President du Co,,; ., Executif et 1e President du Conseil general. 

2. Le President est membra de plein droit du Comite Executif. 

3. 5i :ka charge de Pr';3id A ':.t ~~vi8nt va"anta, le President du Comite 
Executif fait fonction de President du Congrss jusqu'a la session suivanti 
du Conseil general qui elira un President lequel sera en charge jusqufa 
la session ordinairo suivante de l'Assemblee pleniere. 

Article 17:1.Le Conseil general designe on cas de vacance son President et "lit les 
autres membres de son bureau. 

2. Le President du ConseU gena'.al convoque et preside les session du 
Conseil general. 

Article 18 I La ComitS Executif designo en cas de vaC:lnce son President et elit lea 
autres membres de son bureau; il arrete la composition de son personnel 
at de ses rouages administratifs co 

Artiole 19 : 1. Le Co~s~il ~eneral "lit un Comite de verification des pouvoirs charge 
d'examiner et de determiner la validite des mandats des delegues at de 
faire rapport a l'Assemb18e pliniera, 

2. Il est prevu un droit d'apP91cc': tore les decisions du Comita de 
verification d'?~ ,,)':"'.voir Q 'Ol\l!!rea du bureau de l'Assemblee pleniere. 
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CHAPITRE VIII 

Article 20 : Les recettes du Congres Juif Mondial comprennent s 

a) Les contributions des organisations membres qui seront fixees selon un 
bareme a adopter par l'Assemblee pleniere et/ou le Gonseil general 

b) D'autrss contributions benevoles provsnant d'organisations ou de 
paliticuliers. 

Article 21 : La presents Constitution ne peut etre amendeG que par decision ~tune 
Assemblee pleniere a laquelle trois quarts au moins des membres oonetituants 
sont representes, Les amendemsnts devront etre adoptes a la majoritB des 
deux tiers des delegues presents et participant au vote. 

CHAPITRE X 

DisPQsitions finalss 

Article 22 6i la conduits efficace des affaires du Congres Juif Mondial l"exige, 16 
Comits Executif a qualite pour prendre les mesures appropriees aux fins 
d'immatriculation ou d'incorporation dans un ou plusieurs pays ainsi 
qu'aupres d'une autorite ou organisation quslconque. 

Article 23 : La presents Constitution entre immediatement en vigueur. 

--------------------

La presents Constitution du Congres Juif Mondial a ete adoptee le 
juillet par son Assemblee pleniere tsnus a Montreux (Suisse). 
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RESOLUTION 

The Position of Jews of Former Enemy Nationality 

The World Jewish Congress recalls 

that Jows of former enemy nationality were, during the 
war, not only the Victims of persecution in enemy countries, but 
h8,ve c.ctively supported the Allied cause c,s the no.tural opponents 
of Jllazi and FJ.scist aggrassionj 

that, nevertheless, oven aftor the cessc,tion of hostilit iee 
such Jews Ore s·~ ill trc;J.tod in sovGral ~1·1iod countries as enemy 
bationals; 

that their o.ssets in L.llied countries have not been· 
generally exempted from measures of seizure and confiscation; 

that they are still discriminated agaLDst in several 
Al1i~ countries as concerns their economic rights including the 
right to-·wDrk.and. ""re denied the right of becoming naturalised; 

appeals, therefore, to all ~~llied nations to exeJllIlt, 
insofar as this has not yet been done, Jews of former enemy 
nationality from all legal disabilities, incumbent upon former 
enemy RIl.tionals. 

calls upon the L.llied Nations to exempt, insofar as this 
has not yet been done, from all measures of sequestration and 

seizure ".ssets in .i.llied countries which bolong to Jows of former 
enemy nat ion 0.1 ity ; 

expresses its gratutide to those :~llied 3.nd other govern­
ments which assisted Jows of former enemy nation3.1ity resident in 
their countries by granting them refuge, the right to work and 
natur2.1is3.t ion, and urges all other governments to follow such 
example; 

urges that such J0WS as havo been doprived of their 
citizonship by former onemy countri3s should not bo compelled or 
subjected to any pressure, direct or indirect, to resume their 
former nationality, should not be considered in law or in foct as 
enemy alien nationals and that this 100s of nationality shall be 
legally construed to havo commenced from th3 d3.te that the decree 
depriving said Jews of their nationality became the law of such lands. 
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RESOLUTION ON puNI~:::,mNT OF 

'IV:ill CRllHN !ILS . 

The World Jewish Congress, recalling the repeated and solemn pro­
clamations of all ~~liLied GoverDt-nents that all guilty of crimes 
against humanity would be brought to justice irrespective of the 
nationali ty of the victims, protests against the fact that large 
numbers of those who were guilty of crimes against the Jewish people 
have remained unpunished and, in many instanciE')s, h"we not been 
brought to trial, especially in the Western Zones' of Germany and 
,',ustria; 

notes wi thdeepest concern that the most cruel crimes against hum!l.)'t­
i ty cOIn.mi tted against Jews of former enemy nationality or against 
Stateless Jews have been excluded from the competence qf the Inter­
national Tribun9.l of Nuremberg ana of :iJJ;~d ~t=<-~_C=t""'_ 

The World Jewish Congress registers its strongest protest against 
the dissolution of the International War Crimes Commission at a time 
when tens of thousands of prima facie war criminals had' been nei ther 
indicted nor surrendered to governments anxious to institute crim-
inal proceedings against them. . 

In registering its vigorous protest against the permission granted 
to persons under suspicion of having committed crimes against human­
i ty to occupy public office in Germany and ""stria or elsewhere, 
the World Jewish Congress expresses its profound! indignation at the 
intention of i.llied Governments to leave the prosecution of war 
crimes and crimes Q,gainst humani ty within the exclusive competence 
of German Courts. The World Jewish Congress appeals, in the name 
of justice, to all:,llied GovernlIlents to introduce appropriate 
measures whioh will enablei.llied L.uthoritiei to exercise appro­
priate control of th6 administration of justice to include provi­
sions for the re-examination of court sentences. 
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The World Jewish Congress calls upon the United Nations to make the 
principles embodied in the Charter of the International Mili tary 
Tribunal the basis of International Criminal Law, to be applicable 
in times of war and peace without regard to the nationality of the 
victims and to institute adequate procedure and machinery to attain 
this end. 



WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

Second Plenary Assembly 

Montreux, 1948. 

POLITICAL COMMISSION. 

RESOLUTION on THE POSITIon 

OF THE JEWS In AUSTRIA. 

(1) The Second Session of the World Jewish Congress declares that 
an ever increasing part of the Austrian population hss 8000':1e 
conscious of the crimes committed by the Nazi regime against the 
Jews, and that they are prepared to fight, in a unified fron-~, 
together with the viotims of Nazism against a revival of Nazism. 

(2) The Congress further expresses its apprehension that Nazi forces 
in [mstria are still working, through propaganda and attempts 
at reorganisation, for the revival of Nazism and that they are 
gaining strength and consolidating their positions in the econom­
ic and administrative spheres. 

(3) The Ccngress states that little has been done 0.8 j7et to redr ess 
the wrongs done to the Jews of austria and that there has been 
great delay in the ap"plication of laws alrea.dy passed, and 
especially that a number of laws which were promised and are of 
importance for JeWish rehabilitation, have not yet been enacted. 

(4) The Congress expresses the hope that in the forthcoming treaty 
wi th Austria and in the domestic lWl and practice, guarantees 
will be laid down which will make a revival of Nazism impossible 
and will secure the existence and rehabilitation of the Jewish 
community. 
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The morning session of the eighth day of the Assembly opened 
at 11.45 a.m. with DR"NAHUM GOLDMAIHl in the chair. 

DR;S.FEDERBUSCH(U.S.A.) introducing the resolutions of the 
Cultural Commiltltee deplored the di vi sions in J e .. ish cultural life, 
partly due to geographical dispersion,but partly also to 
internal differences of opinion as manifested by the recent 
convocation of tvo Yiddish cultural congresses at loggerheads 
with each other. The subject had been fully threshed out in 
committee,and the speaker was hanpy to announce that agreement 
had been reached that the lorld Jewish Congress should call 
a Cultural Congress uniting and unifying all strata of the Jewish 
people the world over, "Let us re8tore to the young generation 
the great and eternal Je'vish cultural heritage " the s'oeaker 
concluded amid applause. 

MR,I.JEFROYKIN (Flance) ,chairman of the Cultural Committee 
confessed that he had feared that theoretical cultural issues 
rather than practical vorkaday politics,would prove a stumbling 
block on,vhich agreement might be Shattered. But his fears had 
happily proved baseless. In formerly flourishing Jsrish communities 
of Eastern Europe, 98 per cent of children had received full-time 
Jewish education,whereas today the highest achievement was that 
of American Je,'lTyvith 20 per cent of the children receiving only 
the rudiments of a Je.lish education. Ir:. the cultural field Je'-rry 
was in retreat,and it was the duty of Congress to retrieve that 
state of affairs 

EVERHADANI (Israel) 'Hell-known Hebrew novelist,member of 
the International P.E.N, Club brought greetings on behalf of Brit 
Ivrit Olami t, the Association of Hebrew Writers .He said that 
Hebrew literary production in Palestine'was the result of 70 
years of intensive cultural developments. Hebrew lIlittngs were a 
clarion call to the msrtyred Jewish people of the Diaspora; they 
described and analysed real life and were not a literature based 
on the psychosis of martyrdom. He called on Jewry not only to 
fight but also urged it to partiCipate in constructive works in 
all fields. He was for unity of the Jewish people in the spirit 
of the noble genius of their heritage, 



OHAIlV! GRAJ)E, the eminent Yiddish po et, who spoke at the 
invitation of the Cultural Committfue defined. the purpose of con­
telJlporary YiG.cUsh literature [1:3 re-creation of the glorious Jewish 
a:.'ld social education of the Jewish masses, There ';;as no intrinsic 
conflict between the esthetic and. the dialetio schools of litera­
tUre, Yiddish literature had always been a fighting literature 
that had grown out: of the peo:)le and for the people, There was no 
intrinsic conflic.c'; ;' either, between Yiclc,ish and. Hebrew, The C,'; 
was a bridge giving access to the other, The Jews would never 
forget Yidc,ish as they had. forgotten other languages, They had. 
picked. it up by'a historical hazard but hacl transf011J1ecl it into 
the very spirit, the very flesh and. blood of the Jewish people;­
The Yid.dish language had inspired the lives of the Jewish people. 
rt was in Yiddish that the command. for the Rising :in the Warsaw 
Ghetto had "been given, The s:peaker expressed his IJleasure '; OJ',:'([:'.al 
relations 'Ghat hao, developed between Yidd.ish and He-Drew v' Lters and­
hoped that this cordiality would mature into a profound comradeship, 
The prolJlotion of culture was one of the most important tasks before 

Congress. Gulture was not a lUA~ry, even at a time When the Jewish 
poople were fighting on many fronts, of Which the most momentous 
was ISI'f\el, CultUre was at the baSis of Jewish survival. 

l/ffi,B.MLRK (Poland), chairman of the Association of 
JeWish Writers in 'Poland, welcomed. the calling of a unified Congress 
of Jewish culture,He thought 'Ghe time'vv,hen iYhere was a struggle 
between Hebrew and Yiddish had passed, The duty of the Congress was 
to take interest in Jewish literary production 8.1so in other langua­
ges,The broad outlines of Jewish cultural policy should rest on 

the assumption of continuity of Jewish spiritual activities Since 
the Bible,and on the necessity for stimulating educational work 
and the renascence of Jewish culture, 

DR. Z.K.'iRANE (Israel) said the situation in Liaspora now 
impelled the lJizrachi l'arty to change their attitude and they 
agreed that Congress sho1l1ct look after cultural affairs.He announced 
that RadiO Israel was preparing a great programme of broadcast 
in tho Yiddish language. 

l'i:R,S.FISZGRUND (Poland) objected to the texID Hdiasporn" 
used in the cultural resolutions as having a derogatory sense, 

j,IR. L .<JEF'ROY"LIN (France) chairman of the Committee denied 
that the 'Germ was used in such a sense, but 'agreed to substitute 
the term "IGlutz Leexotz" (Outside Israel). 

The two cultural Resolutions wore carried unanimously 
by acclamation. 
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The afternoon session opeRec!. at 4 p.m. with DR.NARUM GOLDMANN 
in the cha ir. 

DR. JOACHIM PRINZ (United States) submitting the report of the 
Organisation Committee said that the new Constitution of the l"orld 
Jewish Congress, presented for the approval of the Assembly,"was the 
result of the meeting of many minds and many men of goodwill. He was 
happy to report that it had been unanimously adopted in Committee. 

The Constitution was adopted unanimously by the Assembly 
following a short cl.ebate in Which Dr.S.L6venberg (Great Britain) moved 
an amendment Which intendeel to extend associate membership of the 
World Jewish Congress to national and not only international organisations 
This, in view of Dr. Levenberg might enable bodies like the Board of 
Deputies to join Congress. '1'h8 amendment was dropped after the Chairman 
had explained that associate membership involved e~ual obligations 
to constituent membership without offering the same privileges. 

Another amendment moveeI by HI', i.e en,. calling fo I' an 
increased number of seats for mecUum-sized communities in the Executive 
organs of the Congress was droppec'l after the Chairman had made some 
comment on the principles upon which the key of representation had been 
based. 

:MR.SIDNEY Srr,VERl/IAN, ril.P" introc.ucing the report of the 
Political Committee said that the unanimity of the Political Commission 
might be a great distress to those people who have been passimistically 
forecasting that the second pler .. ,!'Y assembly would be merely a forum 
for a clash and a conflict between East and "est. T1w.t had not happened. 
Of course one coulC': not say that the delegates were of the same mind 
about every matter in the world.. The road by which each delegation aneI each 
person travelled \'as, however, never any merit in producing an unanimous 
resolution from peovle who were all of one mine.. The merit was in producing 
an unanimous eleciSion by people to follo;' different opinions but y;ho' 
had. a common objoctive anet that was what had been achieved. "Indeed", 
said J,;r.Silverman, "if I may be a little frivolous for a moment I would 
suggest thnt the UniteC'. nations mie;ht take an example from the ,"orld 
Jewish Congress. If they would like a little help in producing a similar 
ae;reement, I would suU::est to thorn that they might do worse at the next 
Security Council than send·'"r.Ei:mky instoac. r,i "r.l'iolotov, }.Ir.P6tergorsky 
instead of Lr.ldarshall awl, in all hu:nility, instaad of 1,;r.Bevin, me. 



All the delegates haEt as their first loyalty and first 
obligation the duty as citizens of their resJJective countries, 
but there\'Jere so e questions on i"hich no Jew could affo rd to 
be neutrs}:.'.e was the o.esire an 0. neces;:'ity·for pesce. Jews 
were the :':':'.:n:;t ana: worst victims in any war; another the necessi­
ty to halt tl:.0 pro§:ress of Fascism,. Nor could. they be neutral 
about racial o.i.scriminstion or about anti-Semitism. The common 
fight of the hUDlan race for freedom wss slso a Jewish fight. 

Following the report of the J?oliticsl Coml'litte a number of 
resolutions were suomi tt4d for ac.o·ction l)y the Assembly during 
the aftcrnoon session, 

Declaration of PrinciJJles; a resolution protesting against 
the maf:sacre by the Ar.b leg.ion of the Kfar Etzion settlersj and 
against the fact that the victims had not yet been buried in 
accordancG with Jewish rites; further rosolutions on desecration 
of Jewish cementori03 in Germany, on Jews in Arab lands, anti­
Semitism, war criminals, genOCide, Germany, Austria, on Jews of 
ex-enemy nationality and on human rights, 

All thcse resolutions nerc adollted unanimously. Their text 
is being made avalaible to tho Press separately, 

A number of speakers part icipat eo. in the debate Which pre­
ceded the adoption of the resolutions presented by the Political 
Committoe. 

Among thcm vras MR.]). TREGER (U. S, Zone of Germany) who 
called upon Congress to resist very strongly tho new wave of 
anti-Semitism unleaShed in Germany by pro-Nazis, Who during the 
last fow o.ays have eSyGcially been using the difficulties 
from the currency reform, to foster anew hatred of the Jews. 

l\;R. "E. LAnDAU (U.S, ZOne of pormany) oxpressecl that 
the resolution going on rooarel against tho return to German 
jurisliction of iormerJy Gorman territories were Jews livod would 
increasG Gorman anti~;L'()I.:t:t:,;CELI without influencing the Allies. 
Congress shoulct follow a realistic policy and not one guided by 
illusions. 

MR. S, S. SHVElli, . .AN E. P. replied that the passage referred 
to was a logical sequel to ano'~her rE)so]l;i;j.,an Which provided that 
no Jew non outsiC.e 'Germ::,ny should be pormitted to como back under 
German sovoreignty, 

Re-prosontativc;s of DPs from the Amorican and the French Zene 
declarod that Er, Landau coulo. not bo consic.ored to have STIoken 
othenvise than in his o,ln name. The Chail"1Jlan replied that Klr. Lan­
dau hao. not claimed to have srol~en on bohalf of the delegation. 

.. . 

RABBI JOSEl'H GABRIEL (U ,S,A.) vico-chairman of the Political 
Committee saiC. the politioal rosolutions ez:,resCQcL the spirit of 
the Jewish people's strugf:'lo for its rights to live a freo national, 
cultural life, This moant th2,t tLo JeYis C1ePl2,nG.ec: more than just 
their human rights. Tho wtry;r'l3:. would never bo free and secure unless 
the Jews \Ciere ))ermittoc.to live as one of the froe nations of the 
world, 



IdR.A.BAISKY (France) expressed his satisfaction over the 
unanimous adoption of resolutions. He said the fight against USSR 
oouple':L with a renewal of a strong Germany were steps preparatory 
to a ·third viOrld war which could bring new terrible dangers to the' 
Jews. 

MR.M.OREN (Israel) said. that resolutions moved during this 
Assembly proved the existenoe of foroes dealaring themselves in 
favour of real democraoy; these forces saw in the Soviet Union a 
champion of freedom and peaoe. 

DR.DAVID PETERGORSKY (U.S.A.) declared on behalf of the 
Amerioan delegation that unity oyer political resoluticns was about .. 
the best service which delegations could render to the Jewish people. 
It showed also the truly democratic nature of the 'orld Jewish Congress. 
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The-lato night sossion opo.A at L:1.5 a.m. with Dr.Nahum Goldmann 
in the chair. 

1)R.L]!lN ZJl:LliOOTOVITS introducing a joint resolution of the Political 
Committee and the Coml'1ittee for Reconstruction on Displace:lPersons, 
conveyed. amidst applause a message of solidarity to the Jewish Displaced 
Persons in the camps of Germany, Austria, Italy and Cyprus on behalf of 
the Assembly. He paieL tribute to the magniricont discipline which the 
D.P.'s had shown inspite of continued disappointments against Which they 
had set an unparalleled mo ral rosistcmced The speaker said the' Committee 
on Reconstruct ion hact the advantage to hear Prof. William Haber; JeWish 
Adviser to the U,S.military Government i~ Germany and representatives 
of all Central Committees in Germany, Austria and Italy, All reports 
sounded a note of most serious vmrninc especially as regards the 
position in Germany anC'. Austria which had deteriorated during the last 
few days as a result of the policy of theWestern P07l'ers aiming at an 
increased transfer of authority to the Germans.This had. entailed a 
stiffening of·the German attit~de and had strengthened Nazi elements 
in both zones, which were showing inoroasing tondencies to come out 
again into the opon. In some regions, especially of Austria and Italy, 
the personal of the Intornational Rofugee Organisation was moreover 
openly discriminating against Jows although thore was little doubt 
that such attitude was not in accordance with Headquarters policy; 

ER.J.FRIDH.AN (France) on behalf of former JeWish Partisans and 
War Veterans in Franee, called for the formation by Congress of an 
int ernational organisation of Jewish Ex-Servicemen, Partisans and 
Ghetto Fighters by convening a conferonce of leaders of such fighters 
from every country. National organisations of this kind already existed 
in Poland, Czechoslovakia and elsewhere. 

MR.M. GRABOVSKY (Israol) e~-member; of the JewiSh Brigade, had 
expressed his approval on bohalf of ex-servicemen of Israel. 

The assembly took note of tho initiative taken by thO 1!isocutive 
of the World Zionist Orgs.nisat iori with the partic ipation of the Via rld 
Jewish Congress and other bodies, for the erection of a memorial 
(Yad Vashem)near Jerusalom to tho 6,000,000 Jewish victims. The -
Chairman underlined the symbolic significance of the site chosen. 



DR.N.GOLDEANN, from the Chair announced that although a great 
cleal of unanimity had beem achievoCL so far. cortain CLifficul tics 
had arisen at the last moment which made it necessary for the session 
to be adjourneCL now anCL to resume at a later hour on Tuesday. Since 
some delegates had made arrangel'lents to 1 eave Vontreux e.arly on Tuesday, 
the I'resi dium, after consultation Vii th the e.e legations conc:erned , had 
reached a gentlemen! s agreement according to which each cLelegation 
will retain the original number of votes alloted to it by the Credeflti~ 
Commi ttee, irrespe ct i ve of the number of dclegates present when the 
vote will be taken. The Chairman stressed that it was clearly undor­
stood by all conoernGd, th.atthtl <>~<a:ptionsl_s.r=&"mo.nt ~ .. :i.n.Jl~' we.y 
serve as a p~o~sdent for the future. 

The session adjourned at 2.10 a.m. 

Cl'7/E/SJG/RF 

, 
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6th JUl;T,1948. 

The Fh'!.al SeflGion o:f t}:ce World Je\':ish Congress Secone" Plenary 
Asse''ibly opener, on Tuescay cit 1 p.D. with DR.NAHUM GOLDLIANN in the 
chair. 

l\ilR.L:EON MEISS, Presil',ent of the Representative Council of' 
French Jews, brought the greetings of French Jewry, The Council, 
which represented Jews of all views throughout France, had co~ 
operated with the Yorld Jewish Congress, especially in juridical 
matters and he hoped that this co-operation would be maintained 
in future, The sper>1cer referreeL to the recent pogroms in Morocco 
and said a formal assurance had been received from the French 
Government that due punishment would be meted out and that-steps 
woul d be taken to prevent. any recurrence 0 f such outbreaks. 

lVIAJOR PINCHAS STERN,. Secretar~'-General of the Association of 
Jewish partisans in Poland read a statement on behalf of the Polish 
dele gat ion -calling upon the World J e,Vish Congress to pro claim 
April 19th day of the Warsaw rising, as a national holiday 0 f the 
Jewish people. 

The Chairman then announced that further messages had been 
received from all parts of the worlel, including Ii. message from 
Mr.Auster. c1ayor-of the Jewish part of Jerusalem, and frem 
MroHenry Wallaco. 

JElections 

Dr,Nahum Golelmann then proceed.ed to the olection of thc 
Executive COllunittee, All delegates and guests rose to their feet 
8...1'ld applauded When Dr,STRPllliN SoUISE was proposed as President of 
the World Jewish Congress ,. The proposal of DR;NAHUH GOI,DMANN as 
Chairman of the Executive Committee and of DR.LEON A.L.KUBO"'ITZKI 
as Ch2.il'1Jlan of the Gi'meral :jouncil was also accepted by acclamation. 

Before proceeding t" 'present the list of members of the 
future Executive Corrmitt,,,s, 'ehe Chairman said it was a sign of the 
growth of the 0 rg::,"HBccGion that whon they met first at Geneva in 1936 
they had electccc an Executive of nino, llow itwas a problem of 
accommoctating reprosontativGs of some sixty countries and it would 
provo impossible to t".iroct activities of tho 1;'orH' Jowish Congress 
from one centre only" It was thorefore proposed that part of the 



Executive shouli', be in tho ';estern Hemisphere "Ti til Headquarters in 
New York, and other parts in Europe ancl. in Israel,; lmt it should be 
clearly understood that this Executive, ~n spite ef tho goographical 
dispersion would 'oe one organ. It would. be for tho nowly olectoiL 
Executive to decide upon the division of work; 'out it should be clear 
to all that matters of principle and. major policy woula. be decided by 
the Executive as a ~~ole. Some countries would nominate their re~ 
presentatives on the :':xocutive at a later. cltX0e, There C':oro for instance 
c nrrobe:." of Latin Aoerican countries not represented at this conference 
fo I' whom seats had been reserved. 

The full list of names of the members of the Executive Committee 
as proposed Will be found in the supplement to this Press Communique. 

Before the Chairman proceeded to take the vote, a number of 
speakers mad.e statements clarifying the attitude of their respective 
delegat ions or groups wi thin the no rld . Jewish Congro ss, to the el ect ions. 
Among those who spoke were'l\!r.A.Raisky, Dr. Joachim P:dnz, Mr:Oren, 
]ljlr.S.Burg; Mr.Anselm Reiss, Dr.I.Schwarzbart, Mr.F.Rollander, . 
Mr.A.Kovensky and Capt.1Hrsky. 

At 2.15 p.m. the vote was taken. There was no dissenting 
vote, but in accordance with an agroement between the Executive and 
a number of delegations it was put on record that 27 (Lelegates had 
abstained from voting. 

First among the final speakers who 'were called by the Chairman 
as the concluding session drew to its close, was LADY READlllG (Great 
Britain), She said they had all learned a great deal during this 
Congress, about one another anc~ of the problems that Were confront ing 
them. They had faced their differences and. learned how to reconeile 
them and how to reach agreement,. As the first speaker of the newly 
elected Executive Committee, Lady Reacling declared, 'she would like to 
say that they would work in the spirit ef agreement, because such a 
spirit was best for the JewiSh people as a whole. They hoped they would 
'00 found not un,:o:c':;lly of the ';,±'1).s<" pu::; '.n tllo ID ,Ll1dy Reading paid 
tribute to the preparatory work done in New York ancl in London where 
the British delegation had compile<I the bulk of the working papers 
upon which the COIIh'Tlittees haC. reliee.. She also paid a special tribute 
to ])r.G.M.Riegner who had 'handled the organisation of the Second Assenbly 
in the mo~t efficient way. and to all delegates, who never slept, 
never ate, n:,ver grew tir<::~ of listening to speeehes or naking them; 
HI would just end on a notewith which, I'am sure, you will all ;:gree. 
1?e will work together ane. stand together, and I hO'J8 n,o,t t~le boities 
Which have not joined CiS yet - such as the Boaret of Deputies - will 
come in and stren£:then us, because in unity lies our only hope of 
survival. n 

])R.STEPIlliN S.iHSE toolc the floor amic. louc'c cheers, with all 
the delegates ane, guests rising to their feet. "Yie accept the duties 
ane. commitments of unity whioh your vote has placod upon 1J.s", he sah~. 
They vloule". eto all Within their power, within the laws of the lands 
in 1I1hich thoy wore living, to help 'ouile., to serve, to strengthen 
>,;l~'J 2'Cu.~0 of IsraeL lf1<'ie shall to all that it is 1)ossible to do ~ 
and I am serving notice of this intention of ours-on the United Nations 
anet especially on France >~ to protect and. safeguarcl the endangerec. 
Jewries in the Arab lands; let the Al'abs of the Near and j'idctle East 
and of I'orth Africa understand that they must reckon with the oonscien()o 
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of mankind. 1,"'e shall not allow another Hitler pogrom against Jews. tTe 
are resolved to be peacemakers in the world, but on one condition: The 
peace we crave must be a peace of justice and righteousness, of human 
equaliity and human freedom." 

Dr. \'Ii so said. he had been a lad of 24 years when he" attended 
the 2nd Zionist Congress. His teachers had thought him crazy. Two months 
before he died," Theodo:c Herzl had told him": 11 I shall no t" see the Jewish 
State - but you, Wise, will live to see it c" - "Melmfully , it has been 
granted to me to see the fulfilment of this great viSion. And I am 
telling you: There will be peace in Israel before the end of 1948. I 
was a"half-Jew When I atteilded my first Zionist Congress; I frew to be 
a Jew, fully, passionately, 1'1hen Lwent to Poland in 1936 0 There I 
felt and :realised that I belonged to a great people; to a people which 
suffered in silence and in-dignity, a people of courage - that courage 
which culminated in Vlarsaw; Ji'rom the \;arsaw" of 1936 I went to Geneva 
Where my vision of a great, a comprehensive, a fighting organis~tion 
uniting Jewry throughout the world, vms shared by two comrades - the 
late Leo lIotzkinand Jllabum GoldmaTh'1. 

I think you have made a mistake in electing me to the office 
of President of the fiorld Jewish Congress, I am too old by now to be 
your I'resident. But if need be, I shall bow to your judgement in all 
humili ty, I shall sorve you with all my strength and up to the last hour 
of my life I shall"be devoted to the service of "my people, A people 
united, inVincible, unshake,:"ble" indestructable., 

DR.NAHlJ1VI GOLlJl\!lAIHT, Chairman of the Executive Committee, first 
:paid tribute to divers groups within Congress Which by their sense of 
l'esponsibili ty had enabled this Assembly to emerge as a uniteil and 
unified 0 rgani sat iono 

"I do not often use the term "historioal" - but I look u:pon 
this Congress of ours a s a historioal evento Nobody could foresee from 
the outset if it would "be possible to estalJlish unit Yo Had we failed, 
it would still"have "been our sacred Quty to attem~; to achieve that. 
un i tiT J;> Eo,:,;co;-G~~'" l-,!C .- ... ..,E .... ' , ",< ,--"2. -;, p,:j.::''' J~.:r-.:G Gc>,·dC1;Y- 110"[:' ~1;-0;J,.~_-;::c:':li..;d but stron.::;thenodc II 

The new Executive, lJr,Goldmann said, facen a difficult task, 
it was ~ ~all"ge body of complGx ." o~,mposition, both geographioally 
and polltlcally and all those Who have been elected to office have 
taken upon themselves a heavy burden, They were determined to discharge 
their duty to the utmost of their ability. They would defend Jewish 
rights wherever defence ,las required; they 10uld assist Israel wherever 
Israel might ask and need such assistancep they would not hesitat6 to 
criticize Governments which infringed Jewish rights, and they would 
not shrink from praising Governments "ihich stood up fo~c the equality 
of their citizens in law and fact, They would withcut fear or favour 
attack or praise whether these Governments wel'e headed by Truroi'll or Stalin 



w.lIl.etlier'· ttre;y<r were' Gbvernments' of Venezuela" Guatemala, Rumania or 
G:zechoslovakia. They,-would join all peoPle13. which were fighting 
for a better world, and would seek to find allie£ where such allies 
could. be' found. 

The' new E':xecutiv6' WBuld be- facing a difficult task especially 
because·therwere entering a difficult era. Thev·-liveU, in time-a of 
ideological and political conflict which at times assumedm([)st brutal 
forms. These- ware-; not easy' timea for S::lv.ioodyr e:speciallY' for theo 
Jewish peuple. These were··times when mistrust, auspicion and distortion 
reigned supreme" pOisoning public life in general and relations 
between the Jewish and non-J·ewish world in particular. They' called 
for a cool,. intelligent ,. visionary" Jewish policy"_ 

In the two years to come before theyr mete again, they'must 
tackle two principle tasks: First they' had tD maint:ai.n and strengthen 
the Jewish position in anY' part; of the world where Jews lived,. tD 
be) evoer-V'igilant against dangers looming in many- lands,. to pre:vent: 
a renewed threat to the lives of our pe.ople. Second,. the World Jewish 
G.ongress and the Jewish people must make whate:ver.m.odest. contribution 
the;rr could to fashion this troubled world into a world of peaG.e',. of 
securi ty'i>, of amity' among natiQrrs(, religions and r.aces. The inter6'.Bts 
of the Jewish people c:oi.ncided with progresSi. throughout the world", 
They would not be able to secure Jewish rights and achie-v:e JeWish 
safety", unless peace and secur i ty- were establ ished for all the peoples 
of the globe. 

Dr.Goldmann IOnied by expressing the hope' that when they' meet 
again two years hence, thev-- ",ould meet· as the rep:oe:sentatives of 
Jewish communities which had prospered and whose positions had 
improvedi he hoped fervently' that Dr. Stephen Wise, that gr:eat leader 
of JewrY"and of the World Jewish C.ongress, would be- with them and 
that Israel would have achieved consolidation and grown stror~ 
among its neighbours and among the nations ofa world at peace. 

After Dr. Goldmann had expressed the' thanks and appreciation 
Iff the Executive-' and of the Assembly-to Dr.G.M.Riegner.,. t.o the 
"Bads, of Departments' and their staff, who had made; it possible for 
this C.ongress to proceed smoothly- under improvised and often difficult 
conditions, the Second Plenary Assemb±y of the World Jewish Congress 
ended shortly before 3. p.m, on Tuesday- afternoon, July 6th to the 
strains of "Hatikvah"; the Jewish natIonal anthem. 
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GENERAL POLITICAL RESOLUTION. 

W E, the representatives of Jewish communities and organisations 
throughout the world, gathered at the Second Plenary Assembly of 

the World Jewish Congress at Montreux, Switzerland, declare:-

r. We reaffirm the unity of the Jewish people and their desire to live, in 
equality and dignity, in a world of peace, democracy and international 
co-operation, and together with other democratic peoples, to contribute 
to the freedom and happiness of mankind. 

2. The tragedy of the past twelve years has demonstrated that the primary 
conditions of Jewish survival are the independence and security of the 
State of Israel, the elimination of the forces of Fascism everywhere and 
the establishment of those conditions under which free Jewish economic, 
cultural and spiritual development is rendered possible and encouraged. 

3. The Jewish people are profoundly convinced that the free political 
economic and cultural development of mankind can be achieved only 
in a world united in dedication to the peace and welfare of mankind. 
The Jewish people, therefore, view with grave concern those developments 
whose results, and, in some instances whose purposes, are to divide 
the world into conflicting and antagonistic spheres of interest. We 
urge the nations of the world to co-operate in complete unity and to 
resist division by strengthening the authority of the United Nations, by 
promoting, earnestly and whole-heartedly, the work of the United 
Nations, and by facilitating the co-operation of the peoples of the world 
through voluntary international democratic organisations. 

4. As a people whose traditions and ideals are based on the fnndamental 
principles of democracy and social justice, and whose fate is inseparably 
linked with the future of the democratic system, the Jewish people are 
resolved to work together with all democratic groups for the advance­
ment of democracy and for the right of all human beings to security, 
peace and liberty. 

5. We regard anti-Semitism both as an integral element in the attempt to 
subvert human liberty and as one of the gravest threats to the survival 
of the Jewish people. We, therefore, assert that it is the responsibility 
of all governments to eliminate anti-Jewish as well as all other forms of 
racial discrimination. It is no less the duty of the Jewish people to 
co-operate with all friends of freedom in a common struggle for social 
progress and a durable peace, and in opposing racialism and all other 
forces tending to increase the danger of war. 
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6. In view of the challenge to the Jewish people by reactionary anti­
democratic forces throughout the world, we affirm that our common 
purpose is to secure the status and rights of the Jewish people eve;ywhere, 
to contribute to the advancement of democracy and to establIsh con­
ditions favourable to the creative development of Jewish economic, 
cultural spiritual and religious life. It is, therefore, imperative that 
effectiv~ co-ordination be achieved between Jewish effort and activity 
in all lands, and that the World Jewish Congress, as a world-wide 
organisation operating with collective responsibility and purpose, be 
supported and strengthened. 

7. To render the World Jewish Congress an even more effective instrument 
of Jewish survival, Jewish communities in all lands should constitute 
and organise themselves democratically and o~ a representative. basis 
in order that they may contribute freely and m complete equahty to 
the tasks and responsibilities of the world-wide organisation and that 
they may be able to deal more effectively with the particular problems 
affecting their respective commumties. Where such democratIc nat1o~al 
Jewish bodies already exist, they should be fully supported by all J eWlsh 
groups in those lands. 

8. Since the formal inauguration of the World Jewish Congress in '936,. 
it has consistently pursued the policy of co-ordinating the J ewries of 
the world on a programme of constructive self-help, mutual aid and 
solidarity, so as to fomi an effective world-wide organ~sa~on thro~gh. 
the voluntary unity of Jewish communities and orgarusatlOns, actmg 
co-operatively for the rights, liberties and survival of the Jewish people. 

9. It is the fundamental aim of the ~or~d Jewish Congress to achieve the 
aforementioned purposes by funcnonmg as the democranc and repre­
sentative organisation of the Jewish people. 

DECLARATION ON ISRAEL. 

A s representatives and spokesmen of the broad masses of the Jewish 
people throughoutthe world, we hail with pride and joy the establish­

ment of the State of Israel. We offer our boundless gratitude to our fellow­
Jews in Eretz Israel for the fulfilment of the millenial hopes of our people 
for national restoration in the land of our fathers. 

We salute the heroism of the Haganah, the Jewish Defence Army, whose 
military achievements in the face of fearful odds have added another glorious 
chapter to the history of Jewish valour. We salute the courage of Israel's 
Jews who have permitted neither military aggression nor political pressure 
to daunt them in their valiant battle for the defence, consolidation and inter­
national recognition of the new State. 

The World Jewish Congress calls with confidence on every section of 
the Jewish people to support and to sustain with all its resources the struggle 
for the independence and integrity of the State of Israel until that struggle 
shall have been crowned with final victory. We call on our fellow-Jews 
everywhere to give fulles~ moral and. m.aterial support. to Israel in its 
resistance to any efforts which seek to dimlnlsh the sovereIgnty or to reduce 
the territory of the new State. In that resistance, we and they are fortified 
by the knowledge that we are defending the judgment of the United Nations, 
arrived at after exhaustive inquiry and discussion. We protest against the 
demands by aggressive powers to jeopardise the rights of the Jewish people 
in Israel by political and military action. 

We acknowledge with gratitude the action already taken by nations in 
according recognition to the State of Israel. They have spoken not only 
for the moral conscience of their own people; they have reflected the moral 
recognition which has been accorded Israel by all men of good will throughout 
the world. We appeal most earnestly to all other nations of the world to 
follow their example and to match the moral recognition of Israel by men 
and women everywhere with political recognition by their constituted 
authorities. He have stood with unfailing consistency by the United 
Nations. We are entitled to expect that the United Nations shall now 
stand by us. 

The Jewish people in the State of Israel and throughout the world has 
never sought and does not seek conflict with the Arab peoples. We seek 
for the State of Israel no more than equal status with the other nations of 
the world within the framework of the United Nations, as we seek for Jews 
everywhere equal rights as Jews and human beings. Because the State 
of Israel embodies, as the Yishuv has hitherto embodied, the noble, ethical 
and moral values of our people, we are supremely certain that it will seek 
to work out its destiny in peaceful co-operation with its Arab neighbours 
and on a basis of respect for the human rights and full equality of all its 
inhabitants without distinction. The re-establishment of peace in Palestine 
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will thus serve the cause of progress in the Middle E~st and will provide 
the opportunity for the renewal of the ancient tradmon of Arab-JeWIsh 
co-operation in Israel and other lands throughout the world. 

Confident of the justice of the cause of Israel, we, the delegates to this 
Second Plenary Session of the World Jewish Congress, solem,:,ly pledge 
ourselves to support the State of Israel by every means and With all our 
resources in the struggle for its integnty and mdepende~ce; and m this 
hour of trial, of struggle, and of fulfilment, we sent to Its cltlzens and soldiers 
the ancient Jewish greetings: BE STRONG AND OF GOOD COURAGE. 

JEWS IN ARAB COUNTRIES. 

T HE Second Plenary Assembly. of the World Jew~sh Congress, 
conscious of its responsibilities m safeguardmg the nghts of Jews 

in all lands; 
disturbed about the grave situation facing the Jews living among the 

Arab peoples; 

recognising the alanning proportio~s which .anti-Jewish pr,?paganda .has 
assumed in certain countries, resultIng 1D: vl?len~e and cnmes. agamst 
the life and property of Jews and culmmatmg m massacre of mnocent 
people ; 

fearing that similar crimes may recur in the fut~re; . . 
calls upon all Arab peoples to follow. an attitude of fnendship a,:,d 

brotherhood towards the Jewish comm~nltles, who for m~ny centu.t:les 
have lived with them in peace as good neighbours, and to resist aggressIOn 
and provocation against the Jews ; 

appeals to all governments and appropriate authorities to put an end to 
agitation and propaganda directed agamst the Jew~,. to take eve~ pOSSlbli 
measure to prevent dangers facing ~eir Jewis~ CItIzenS, to. brmg to trIa 
and punish those responsible for havmg commltled acts of VIOlence. and to 
abstain from all forms of discriminatIOn and oppressIOn drrected agamst the 
Jewish people; 

requests the United Nations and all its members to use all their 
influence with the countries and governments conce~~d to ~ssure ~e 
dignity, security and safety of the Jewish commumues which are m 
danger. 

The Congress emphasises the extremely urgent character of this appeal. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS. 

T HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, whilst 
noting with satisfaction that the United Nations have given priority 

in their Agenda to the speedy introducrion of a Bill of Human Rights, desires 
to emphasise: 

That no such Bill would be worthy of its name unless it secured 
effecrively full equality by law and in practice for all human b,ings 
without distinction of race, religion, language and sex; 

nor would such a Bill fulfil its purpose unless it excluded from its 
protection in respect of their destructive activities individuals and 
groups ainling at the destruction of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms; 

nor would such a Bill fulfil its purpose without effectively combating 
the spirit of intolerance and hatred against nations, racial or religious 
groups, by promoting respect for human rights and fundamental tree­
doms and by banning all education opposed to these principles. 

The World Jewish Congress declares that an appropriate procedure 
within the framework of the United Nations in regard to petitions alleging 
infringement of human rights is an indispensable prerequisite for the 
implementation of a Bill of Human Rights. 

The World Jewish Congress reminds all civilised nations of the world: 
That the whole Jewish population under Nazi and Fascist govern­

ments in Europe were deprived of all human rights and fundamental 
freedoms; 

that GoveflUllents failed to take effective measures to prevent this 
suppression of human rights; 

That at present, three years after the cessation of hostilities, in spite 
of the victory of the Allied Democracies, the teachings of Nazism and 
Fascism are still spreading intolerance and hatred against the Jews in 
many countries; 

that appropriate measures to fight racial hatred and anti-Semitic 
propaganda have not yet been introduced by all governments. 

The World Jewish Congress solemnly calls upon the nations of the world 
to realise that the preservation of human rights and fundamental freedoms 
is a vital condition of the survival of humanity and is of particular significance 
for the Jewish people, the majority of whom are spread as minority groups 
amongst the nations of the globe, and whose group rights, including 
facilities for the development of their religious and cultural life, must be 
internationally secured. 

The World Jewish Congress warns that a repetition of the Nazi and 
Fascist onslaught against human rights and fundamental freedoms must 
inevitably lead to a new war, which may result in the destruction of 
civilisation. 
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GENOCIDE. 

T HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress welcomes' 
the Resolution of the General Assembly of the United Nations, 

declaring Genocide to be an international crime entailing international 
responsibility on the part of States and individuals and requesting the 
Economic and Social Council to prepare a Draft of a Convention on Genocide 
for submission to that body. 

The World Jewish Congress appeals to the Assembly of the United 
Nations to adopt as soon as possible a Convention on Genocide, with special 
regard to international machinery for the prevention and punishment of 
this crime as well as to effective rules of implementation. 

The Congress rentinds all Member States of their obligation under the 
United Nations Charter to promote Human Rights and calls upon all 
Member States to ratify such a Convention without delay. 

RACIALISM AND ANTI-SEMITISM. 

T HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress reminds 
all governments and peoples of the world of the recognised and 

established fact: 
That racialism and anti-Semitism is everywhere the forerunner of 

Fascism; 
that the preaching of these doctrines is again being used by the foes of 

democracy as one of the main instruments to destroy democracy ; 
that racial and anti-Sentitic propaganda inevitably undermines respect 

of human rights and fundamental freedoms by fostering the spirit of 
intolerance and hatred which must endanger the security of all minority 
groups and friendship between nations ; 

that democracy cannot be defended against Fascism unless it resists by 
adequate means the Fascist onslaught against the equality and security 
of all human beings and unless positive measures are taken to guarantee 
that equality; 

that the efficacy of a legislative programme for combating such subver­
sive movements has been amply proven. 

The Congress, therefore, appeals to all governments and nations of the 
world to outlaw racialism and anti-Semitism, especially by : 

Making incitement to hatred against racial or religious groups a punisha­
ble offence under domestic law; 

prohibiting the misuse of freedom of speech, press or assembly for the 
spreading of racialism and anti-Semitism by banning the teaching of racial­
ism and anti-Semitism and by examining the text-books of all educational 
institutions with this purpose in view; 

promoting group amity and understanding among all democratic elements 
and by effective support of the United Nations' Education, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). 

The World Jewish Congress calls on all Jewish organisations together with 
all non-Jewish democratic and progressive organisations, in those countries 
where anti-Semitic movements emerge, to continue and strengthen the 
common struggle against anti-Semitism and racialism and the expressions of 
them in practice. . 
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GERMANY. 

T HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, recalling 
the terrible and inhuman sufferings and persecution inflicted upon 

the world and, specifically, upon the Jews of Europe by Germany and 
the German people, resulting in six million Jewish dead and the 
uprooting and homelessness of most of those who, thanks to Allied victory 
escaped this fate; , 

mindful of the anti-Semitic propaganda disseminated by Germany and 
the German people throughout the world; 

taking account of the incalculable material damage caused to European 
Jewry by Germany and the German people; 

aware of the present state of mind of the German people who do not 
show signs of repentance for their misdeeds or any desire on their part 
to embrace democracy and to become a freedom-loving nation; 

having regard to the persistence of anti-Semitism in Germany; 
reaffirms the previous resolutions adopted by the World Jewish Congress 

in regard to Germany and particularly the determination of the Jewish 
people never again to settle on the bloodstained soil of Germany; 

voices its deep concern at the failure of the Allied denazification 
programme as well as the fact that active Nazis and others who co­
operated with the National-Socialist movement have been installed in 
important posts in the political and economic life of the country and 
in the administration of justice; 

calls upon the Allied nations, especially the Great Powers, to include in 
whatever settlement, temporary or permanent, of the German problem 
they may make, the following provisions in favour of the Jewish people 
and Jews:-

(a) Recognition of Germany's guilt for the unprecedented tragedy which 
befell the Jews after the accession of the Nazis to power in Germany. 

(b) Payment of reparations by Germany in favour of the uprooted Jews, 
to be used for their rehabilitation and resettlement, primarily in Palestine. 

(e) Restoration in full of the economic rights of Jews in and from Ger­
many, insofar as it has not yet been done by. the Allies. Whenever 
restitution is impossible or inappropriate full compensation should be 
made therefor. The export of the property or compensation coming under 
this proviso should be facilitated and expedited. . 

(d) Heirless and unclaimed Jewish property should be assigned, insofar 
as it has not yet been done, to a Jewish organisation representative of the 
Jews in and outside Germany and used for rehabilitation and resettlement 
of Jews in the countries of the residence of the victims and in Israel. 
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(e) The consequences of the failure of denazification and purification of 
Germany should be remedied. . 

(j) All discriminatory legislation should, insofar as it has not yet been 
done, be abrogated and provisions made to ban the introductionof such laws 
and practices as well as of anti-Semitic teachings and practices in the 
future. No one shall be prosecuted for the violation of any law to be 
abolished as a result of such abrogation. 

(g) Germany should recognise a special responsibility towards displaced 
Jews who live at present within her borders or who may come there in 
future, should be responsible for their maintenance and be obliged to 
provide them with the necessary means for their economic rehabilitation 
to the extent that this is not being done by the Allies or IRO. 

(h) The legal status of Jews and their communities be guaranteed inter­
nationally. 

(i) The implementation of the foregoing provisions should be put under 
strict international control and supervision by the proper Allied authorities. 

The World Jewish Congress demands that, in the peace treaties with 
Germany, areas which were detached from Germany and in which there 
nbw reside considerable numbers of Jews and other victims of Nazism and 
racial persecution, shall not be returned to Germany. 

The Congress regards any attempt to reconstitute the German State as an 
economic and political, and, therefore, inevitably a military power, in the 
absence of sufficient evidence of its capacity or willingness to serve the 
interests of peace and democracy, as a threat to Jewish security and the 
peace of the world. 

DESECRATION OF JEWISH CEMETERIES 
IN GERMANY. 

T HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress 
expresses its consternation and indignation at the continued wave 

of desecration of Jewish cemeteries in Germany and, in view of the 
obvious inability of the German authorities to take effective measures 
to put an end to these crimes, demands that immediate preventive 
measures be taken and the perpetrators be effectively punished by 
the Occupying Powers in whose zones of Germany these misdeeds are 
occurring. 

The Congress declares further that Germanv's desire to return to the 
community of nations must be regarded as unacceptable by the civilised 
world so long as she is not ready and in a position by her own strengrh to 
suppress these new crimes against Jews and Jewish institutions. 
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JEWS IN AUSTIUA. 

T HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress declares 
that an ever-mcreasmg part of the Austnan population has become 

conscious of the crimes committed by the Nazi regime against the Jews 
and that they are prepared to fight, in a unified front, together with th~ 
victims of Nazism, against a revival of Nazism. 

The Congress expresses its apprehension that Nazi forces in Austria 
are still working, through propaganda and attempts at reorganisation, for 
the revival of Nazism, that they are gaining strength and are consolidating 
their position in the economic and administrative spheres. 

The Congress states that little has been accomplished as yet to redress 
the wrongs done to the Jews of Austria; that there has been great delay 
in the application of laws already passed, and, especially, that a number of 
laws, whose introduction was promised and which were of importance for 
Jewish rehapilitation, have not yet been enacted. 

The Congress expresses the hope that, in the forthcoming treaty with 
Austria and in her domestic law and practice, guarantees will be laid down 
which will make a revival of Nazism impossible and will secure the existence 
and rehabilitation of the Jewish community. 

PUNISHMENT OF WAR CRIMINALS. 

T HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, recalling 
the repeated and solemn proclamations of all Governments that all 

guilty of crimes against humanity would be brought to justice irrespective 
of the nationality of the victims-

protests against the fact that large numbers of those who were guilty 
of crimes against the Jewish people have remained unpunished and; in 
many instances, have not been brought to trial, especially in the Western 
Zones of Germany and Austria; 

notes with deepest concern that the most cruel crimes against humanity 
committed against Jews of former enemy nationality or against Stateless 
Jews have been excluded from the competence of the International 
Tribunal of Nuremberg and of Allied Military Courts; 

declares its strongest protest against the dissolution of the Inter­
national War Crimes Commission at a time when tens of thousands of 
prima facie war criminals have been neither indicted nor surrendered 
to governments anxious to institute criminal proceedings against them; 

registers its indignation that the permission shall have been granted to 
persons under suspicion of having committed crimes against humanity to 
occupy public offices in Germany and Austria or elsewhere; 

The World Jewish Congress expresses its strong condemnation of the 
intention of Allied Governments to leave the prosecution of War Crimes 
and crimes against humanity within the exclusive competence of German 
Courts, and appeals in the name of justice to all Allied Governments to 
introduce appropriate measures to enable Alliec\ Al!thorities to el\ercis~ 
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appropriate control of the administration of justice and to include pro­
visions for the re-examination of court sentences. 

The World Jewish Congress caUs upon the United Nations to make 
the principles embodied in. the Charter of the International Military 
Tribunal the basIs of InternatlOnal Cnmmal Law apphcable m Ume of war 
and peace without regard to the nationality of the victims and to institute 
adequate procedure and machinery to attain this end. 

JEWS OF FORMER ENEMY NATIONALITY. 
.THE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, recalling 

that Jews of former enemy nationality were during the war not only 
the victims of persecution in enemy countries, but have actively supported 
the Allied cause as the natural opponents of ,l'Iazi and Fascist aggression; 
that, nevertheless, even after the cessation of hostilities such Jews are still 
treated in several Allied countries as enemy nationals; that their assets in 
Allied countries have not been generally exempted from measures of seizure 
and confiscation; that they are still discriminated against in several Allied 
countries in respect of their economic rights, including the right to work, 
and are denied the right of naturalisation~ 

appeals, therefore, to all Allied nations to exempt, insofar as this has 
not yet been done, Jews of former enemy nationality from all legal 
disabilities imposed upon former enemy nationals; 

calls upon the A1lied Nations to exempt Jews of former enemy 
nationality, insofar as this has not yet been done, from all measures of 
sequestration and seizure of assets in Allied countries; 

expresses gratitude to those AUied and other governments which assisted 
Jews of former enemy nationality resident in their countries by granting 
them refuge, the right to work and naturalisation, and urges all other 
government to follow this example ; 

urges that such Jews as have been deprived of their citizenship by 
former enemy countries should not be compelled or subjected to any 
pressure; direct or indirect, to resume their former nationality; should not 
be considered in law or, in fact, as enemy alien nationals, and that this 
loss of nationality should be legally construed to have commenced from 
the date that the decree depriving said Jews of their nationality became 
the law of these countries. 

COMMEMORATION OF THE 
WARSAW GHETTO RISING, 

T
HE World Jewish Congress calls on all Jewish commlmities of the 
world to recognise the 19th April, the day which means the beginning 

of the rising of the WarsaW Ghetto, .s a solemn National Memorial Day. 
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DISPLACED PERSONS. 
I. 

T
HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress views 
with deep concern that more than three years after the cessation of 

hostilities almost 200,000 Jewish victims of Nazi and Fascist persecutions 
are stiU forced to live in the camps of Germany, Austria, Italy, Cyprus and 
elsewhere. 

II. 
The Representatives of world Jewry gathered at the Second Plenary 

Assembly of the World Jewish Congress send greetings to their uprooted 
brethren in the Displaced Persons Camps. They pay high tribute to the 
various Central Committees of Jewish Displaced Persons and to the Jewish 
D.P.s themselves for their magnificent discipline and high morale, in spite 
of many disappointments. They commend the great efforts made by 
these survivors for their self-rehabilitation. The World Jewish Congress 
representatives appreciate the indefatigable struggle of these Jewish D.P.s 
for their national redemption in Palestine. 

III. 
The Jewish D.P.s find consolation in the fact that the Jewish State of 

Israel has become an unshakable reality, a state to which the majority of 
them desire to go, and should be given the opportunity of doing so, in order 
to rehabilitate themselves in security, dignity and peace. 

The World Jewish Congress, therefore, appeals to the nations of the 
world, as well as to the agencies concerned, and especially to the powers 
occupying Germany and Austria, to afford every facility for a speedy and 
large-scale resettlement of Jewish D.P.s in Israel. 

IV. 
The World Jewish Congress is aware of the fact that some Jewish D.P.s 

wish to be admitted to countries other than Israel, especially where the 
reunion of scattered Jewish families is involved. 

With deep regret the Congress records the fact that many countries of 
immigration carryon, in law and in fact, discriminatory immigration policies 
against Jews and Jewish D.P.s a policy in contradiction to the letter and 
spirit of the United Nations Charter and all basIc concepts of human nghts, 
as embodied in the draft Bill of Human Rights. 

The World Jewish Congress strongly recommends the adoption by any 
government of immigration legislation or practice which discriminates 
against the admission to its country of displaced Jewish persons, while 
offering special preference to displaced persons not of the Jewish faith, 
including some who have themselves participated in the annihilation of 
European Jews. The Congress declares that Jews will not and cannot 
tolerate or acquiesce in such discrimination. 

The World Jewish Congress, cognisant of the fact that anti-Semitism in 
post-war Germany has not only persisted but continues to increase in 
intensity, thus placing in jeopardy the existence of Jewish D.P.s who now 
reside on German territory, appeals to the A1lied Powers to do everything 
within their power to stem this trend. In this connection, it urges upon 
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these governments a course of action according to which, even after the 
administration of Germany territory is returned to Germans, the D.P.s 
shall continue to be under Allied jurisdiction and that, specifically, Germans 
shall not participate through their police, or in any other manner, in the 
control or administration of D.P.s camps. 
. ~ecause of the perils resulting from the rising anti-Semirism in Germany, 
It IS more than ever urgent that the D.P.s camps be liquidated by facilitating 
the emIgratiOn of Jews from that country on the basis of top priority. 

The World Jewish Congress calls the attention of the Allied Powers to 
the fact that a resurgence of anti-Semitism has taken place in Austria 
threatening the existence of the Jewish D.P.s and calls upon those powers 
to take effective measures to safeguard the Jewish D.P.s and to make 
t,:ertain that they shall remain under Allied or international jurisdiction. 
It demands that the liquidation of Jewish Displaced Persons Camps in 
AustrIa shall be regarded also on a basis of high priority by all authorities 
concerned. 

VI. 
The World Jewish Congress wishes to record its appreciation of the 

unique efforts of various Jewish organisations and communities to bring 
assistance to Jewish D.P.s and afford them political guidance. It also 
expresses its appreciation of the activities of UNRRA and the Intergovern­
mental Committee on Refugees. During the past year, the Preparatory 
Commission of the International Refugee Organisation has been active 
on their behalf. The World Jewish Congress wishes to record in this 
connection that, as the work of the Preparatory Commission of the 
International Refugee Organisation during the past year has not been 
effectively administered in certain localities, resulting in iniquities and 
unnecessary suffering, it demands that such iniquities will be eradicated 
and that this Organisation will effectively implement the important tasks 
which have been assigned to it. This Organisation is evidence of the 
necessity of an international approach by the nations of the world to the 
question of post-war rehabilitation. 

VII. 
The World Jewish Congress wishes to express its appreciation to those 

military authorities and Jewish advisers who have served the cause of the 
Jewish D.P.s in the various zones of Germany and in Austria for the 
assistance they have given to these organisations representing the Jewish 
D.P.s. The World Jewish Congress also expresses appreciation to those 
governments which have opened their doors to Jewish refugees and which 
have granted special consideration to D.P.s. It appeals to these governments 
to uphold and continue their laudable approach to this grave humanitarian 
problem. 
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RESTITUTION, INDEMNIFICATION AND 
MASTERLESS PROPERTIES. 

Restitution. 

T HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Cougress calls 
upon the competent authorities to enact promptly, insofar as it has 

not yet been done, all measures necessary to restore to the rightful 
Jewish owners or their successors property of which they were deprived 
under Nazi or Axis domination. 

The Congress expresses its special concern that no restitution laws have 
as yet been enacted in the British Zone of Germany and in Berlin. 

Indemnification. 

The Congress calls upon all authorities concerned to enact and implement 
at once, insofar as it has not yet been done, measures necessary to compensate 
all Jewish victims of racialism and Nazism for the losses inflicted upon them, 
insofar as they are not indemnified through restitution. 

Implementation of Restitution and Indemnification. 

The Congress appeals to all authorities concerned, including the Allies, 
to take, without delay, all the necessary and appropriate measures to speed 
up the process of restitl:Iti?u and indemni~catio~ under existing legislation 
and to eliminate all eXlstmg delays and llllped,ments thereto. 

The Congress calls upon these authorities to provide the victims of 
anti-Jewish persecution with the means necessary for the repayment of 
amounts due by those victims to the present owners, whenever the legal 
owner does not possess these sums, and to put at the disposal of these 
victims funds necessary for their economic rehabilitation, in advance of 
the full recovery of the property, rights and interests of which they were 
deprived. 

Masterless, Uno/aimed and Communal Jewish Properties. 

The Congress voices its deep apprehension that masterless and unclaimed 
properties which belonged to Jews, and properties of Jewish communities 
·and organisations, have in most cases not yet been made available for 
Jewish purposes. 

The Congress calls upon all Governments and authorities concerned to 
enact and implement, at the earliest moment, insofar as it has not yet been 
done laws and regulations assigning all such properties, rights and interests, 
unde~ their jurisdiction, for purposes of Jewish rehabilitation and recon­
struction in the countries of the residence of the Jewish victims of persecution 
and In Israel, and to transfer these assets to appropriate Jewish representative 
bodies. 
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CHILDREN. 

T HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress again directs 
the attention to the tragic problem ofJ ewish children separated from the 

Jewish connnunity through the events of the war and Nazi persecution. 
Despite all efforts of Jewish organisations, supported in a few instances 

by public and ecclesiastical authorities, hundreds of such children still 
remain in non-Jewish homes and institutions and are thus being deprived 
of Jewish education and of contact with their own people. 

The Congress appeals to all persons of good will to co-operate in tracing 
such children and to have them reunited with the Jewish community. It 
calls upon all the appropriate Jewish bodies to make the maximum efforts 
to have this problem solved in the spirit of real humanity and in the vital 
interests of the Jewish community. 

KFAR ETZWN. 

I N consequence of unprovoked Arab attacks against the Colony of Kiar 
Etzion last May a large number of Jewish civilian casualties resulted. 

It has come to the attention of the World Jewish Congress that between 
100 and ISO Jewish dead remain unburied in the environments of this settle­
ment which is now controlled by the Arab Legion of Transjordan. Despite 
repeated requests by the Jewish authorities and the International Red Cross 
that Jewish representatives be permitted to enter this territory in order to 
accord the final rites to these murdered Jews, the Transjordan authorities 
have thus far refused to honour such requests. 

This Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, consisting of 
delegates representing Jews and Jewish connnunities of almost all the 
countries of the world, expresses its deep sense of indignation at this defiance 
not only of the laws of war and of nations but of all the established practices 
of mankind since early times. 

The failure to grant the elementary human right of a lasting rest for these 
martyrs among their own people constitutes a flagrant repudiation of even 
the minimum standards of human behaviour and human dignity. 

The Collgress therefore appeals to the conscience of civilised mankind 
and to the United Nations and to Count Bernadette, its mediator in Palestine, 
to permit the Jewisb religious authorities to enter this hallowed territory 
so that they may perform, without further delay, the last rites of Judaism 
upon those who have fallen on behalf of their people and their land. 

DEMOGRAPHY. 

T HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress emphasises 
the danger ~which threatens lthe Jewish people as a result of the 

continuous decline in the natural growth of the Jewish population, and coo- . 
siders the struggle against this phenomen as one of the most important tasks 
in the field of Jewish social work. This aim can be achieved mainly through 
suitable propaganda and through a system of Jewish social policy, which 
will facilitate the creation of families, and which will safeguard the existence, 
education and future of Jewish children. 

The Second Plenary Assembly directs the Executive to convene) in the 
nearest future, a conference of Jewish organisations, particularly those 
engaged in the work of social relief, in order to discuss the problem before 
outlined and to decide on the methods of Jewish social work in this sphere~ 
The Congress recommends that Keren Hatoldoth) which has done so much 
pioneering work in this field, shall be invited to participate in such a conference~ 

14 

JEWISH CULTURE 
Declaration on General Principles 

1. Every catastrophe in our history has brought us face to face with the 
tragic problem of our survival. This challenge has always been met 
by strengthen,ing of the inner cohesion. 

The present disaster which has no equal even in our long histoty of 
martyrdom, while alienating certain elements of our people whose ties to 
the Jewish root were weak, strengthened the national will and deepened 
the national consciousness of the majority of the Jewish people. The 
catastrophe broke the indifference to Jewish destiny and strengthened 
the will to return to the Jewish fold, while the striving to find forms of 
Jewish life which would secure the national continuity has become general. 

The emergence of a Jewish State immeasurably strengthens the spiritual 
influence of the Yishuv in Eretz Israel upon the Jews of all lands. It 
enhances the consciousness of human dignity among Jews and awakens 
new national creative forces. 

However, the establishment of a Jewish State in Eretz Israel, the realisation 
of the dream of fifty generations, renders the question of national continuity 
and development in the Galuth even more vital and urgent. At the same 
time it would be difficult to imagine the future growth and prosperity of the 
community in Eretz Israel without a parallel development of Jewish national 
life outside Israel. 

Throughout the generations the Jewish people had a homogeneous 
spiritual outlook moulded by the common Torah-culture, with its own 
essence and ways of life. Moreover, the IIliljority of the Jewish people 
until recently had one connnon langnage. This almost monolithic spiritual 
character of the Jewish people has now been shattered. The Jewish people 
is now dispersed over more than ninety countries and, as never before in 
its history, is thus affected by a differentiation in language and culture. 
The task of linking together the widespread and spiritually divided parts 
of the Jewish people is a most difficult and responsible one, which, however, 
cannot be avoided or ignored. . The achievement of this end must become 
the lofty historic mission of the World Jewish Congress which has manifested 
its common interest in Jews everywhere and is striving to become the 
representative organ of World Jewry. 

2. While the spreading Jewish communal activities tend increasingly 
towards unity, there still exists grave division and fragmentation in the 
sphere of education, this most important facet of Jewish national existence. 
There is still lacking a generally recognised and authoritative body able to 
lay down general principles of Jewish education. Local communities and 
country-wide organisations will have to assume not only the material 
responsibility of organising and maintaining a wide net of educational 
institutions, but will also ,have to strive to realise at least a minimum pro­
grannne which will gnarantee that every school will inculcate in the Jewish 
child an attachment to the Jewish people, its past, its ideals and its hopes 
for the future. Jewish education must bring the Jewish child back to the 
sources of the Jewish spirit through the Hebrew and Yiddish language~ 
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and literature. These two languages are not only the outward forms of 
Jewish substance, they are themselves an organic part of the Jewish heritage 
and a fount of eternal values and creation: Hebrew-as the language of 
the great Jewish past and as the living tongue of the Yishuv in Israel, and 
Yiddish-as the expression of Jewish life and Jewish creative power of the 
masses outside Israel. 

To embrace all Jewish cultural activities in their entirety would go beyond 
the scope of the World Jewish Congress, but the World Jewish Congress 
is called upon to stimulate and co-ordinate them. The practical work itself 
must be left in the hands of the individual Jewish communities and the 
organised Jewish cultural institutions. The World Jewish Congress must, 
however, show a genuine interest for and give its moral and material support 
to the central cultural and educational institutions irrespective of whether 
they represent the traditional approach to the substance of Judaism, or the 
modem conceptions concerning the essence of Jewish culture. The World 
Jewish Congress must consider each of these doctrines competing in the 
field of Jewish culture as factors which help in varying degrees to uproot 
ignorance among Jews and thereby strengthen the foundations of Jewish 
survival and of the future of the Jewish people as an entiry in its own right 
and as a member of the family of nations. 

RESOLUTION. 

T HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress 
resolves :-

1. That in all sections of the World Jewish Congress and in its affiliated 
organisations, departments and regional councils for culture and education 
should be established with the aim of strengthening and co-ordinating 
Jewish education and Jewish cultural work in general. The main task of 
these local sections should be to assist in establishing Jewish schools and to 
see that they be maintained or subsidised through local governments or 
Jewish communities, depending on existing conditions. 

These departments and regional councils should also aim at helping to 
develop the existing part-time schools into full-time day schools. 

2. The Executive is instructed to assist in establishing teachers' seminaries 
in various countries and to expand existing seminaries. 

3. The Congress recOIn!nends that Jewish communities in need of help 
shall, for a specific period, engage teachers, rabbis and cultural workers 
from Israel and other Jewish centres and encourage the publication of text 
books in relation to local needs and conditions, as well as the co-ordination 
of activities of various centres in this field. 

4. The Congress calls for the strengthening of educational work among 
adults through aid in establishing institutions such as evening classes, 
people's universities, lecture bureaux and the introduction and exchange 
of lecturers and artists between various Jewish centres. 

5. The Plenary Assembly-

(a) recommends the encouragement by all available resources of cultural 
work among Jewish youth organisations of all trends and co-operation 
between the various countries in this field. 
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(b) resolves to support morally an~ spiritually: the World Union of 
Jewish Students and to create scholarships for JeWISh youth. 

(e) recognises the importance of the Book Supply activitie~ of the World 
Jewish Congress and recommends that this work be contmued and co­
ordinated with the activity of other organisations in this field. 

(d) recommends the School Adoption Plan of the World Jewish Congress i 
which helps Jewish schools in various countries, as a very good. method 
of strengthening the Jewish school system m the destroyed commumtIes and 
urges that this activity should be maintained and expanded. 

6. The Plenary Assembly directs that the World Jewish Congress, together 
with other Jewish organisations, continue their efforts to recover as quickly 
as possible Jewish treasures which were looted by th~ Germans before 
and during the war in order that they be returned to theIr owners. Where 
there are no surviving heirs left, these treasures shall be handed over to 
higher educational and scientific institutions, part,icularly to the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem. 

7. The Plenary Assembly directs the World Jewish Congress to help 
ensure the rebuilding and rehabilitation of Jewish schools and such 
institutions as lending libraries, museums, monuments. and cemeteries. 

8. The Congress welcomes the work of the research institutions and 
historical commissions in all countries, and particularly the Institute of 
Jewish Affairs which collect and work on the material and docum:nts 
in connection with the epoch of the JeWIsh destructlOn and herOIsm 
in that period. The collected material should become the ~ommon 
treasure of the Jewish people and should be centrahsed m co-operatIon WIth 
the Institute of Jewish Affairs in one common centre. The existence of 
such a centre should not affect the autonomy of their respective national 
institutions. The Yad Vashem shall be regarded as such a centre. 

9. The Plenary Assembly recommend.' increased co-operatio~ with 
UNESCO and other internatlOnal orgamsatIOns which deal WIth the 
strengthening of peace and understanding among: the peoples and appe.als 
to UNESCO to increase Its help by re-estabhshing the destroyed JeWIsh 
cultural institutions which existed in the countries of the German occupation, 
by removing discrimination in schools and revising text books which have 
discriminatory tendenCIes. 

10. The Plenary Assembly recommends-
(a) the creation of annual awards for outstandi~g literary, ~cien\ific 

and artistic achievements WIth the aIm of encouragmg, JewIsh literature 
and science; 

(b) the establishment of a special fund for Jewish writers, artists and 
intellectuals, to enable them to devote themselves for a given period to 
their work. 

II. The Plenary Assembly calls on the World Jewish Congress to adopt 
all possible measures which can lead to closer cultural co-operation with the 
Jews of the Soviet Union. 
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12. The Plenary Assembly recommends that the Cultural Department of 
the World Jewish Congress publish a central monthly periodical and a 
Year Book in which all aspects of Jewish life throughout the world may be 
reflected, as well as to support the publication of important local organs. 

13. Recognising the necessity of co-ordinating, consolidating and expand­
ing activity in the field of culture and education in all countries and spheres, 
and welcoming all the initiatives already displayed in organising cultural 
activities, the Congress recommends that the newly elected bodies of the 
World Jewish Congress convene a World Congress for Jewish Integral 
culture and recommends as a preparatory· measure contact with existing 
cultural Jewish organisations for this purpose. 

14. Considering the radio programmes from Israel as an important branch 
of cultural activity for Jews in the diaspora, the Congress recommends 
negotiations with the appropriate authorities in Israel in order to organise 
such programmes. 

15. Regarding cultural work as one of the most important fields of 
activity, the Plenary Assembly recommends that twenty per cent. of the 
general budget of the World Jewish Congress b. allocated to the needs of 
the Cultural Department. 

RELIEF. 

T HE Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, having 
heard reports on the relief activities of the World Jewish Congress 

during the years of war and after, expresses its appreciation and gratitude 
to all those responsible for the pioneer work done in t his particular field. 
The Congress also expresses its gratitude to its affiliated bodies whose whole 
hearted co-operation made possible the raising of funds needed for the 
work of relief and rehabilitation carried out by the World Jewish Congress. 

The Congress, faced with the continued mass poverty and sufferings in the 
Jewish Communities of Europe and with hundreds of thousands of Jewish 
Displaced Persons, expresses its firm belief that more extensive social planning 
and broader and more comprehensive social programmes are required to 
-achieve the rehabilitation of Jews and Jewish Communities. At the same 
time, the Congress stresses that the relief work -must be done in the spirit 
of real democracy, of Jewish national solidarity and of the fullest participation 
in its administration on the part of those to whom assistance is being rendered. 

The Congress calls upon the Executive to influence the relief work done 
by the various Jewish bodies in the above-mentioned spirit and to make the 
necessary efforts to achieve the co-ordination of the Congress relief activities 
with the activities of other major Jewish relief agencies through continuous. 
consultation and co-operation. 

The Congress reiterates the fundamental principle proclaimed by the 
World Jewish Congress and realised in its activities, according to wluch there 
exists a close correlation between relief and political activities. While recog­
nising the great contribution made by Jewish organisations through mobilisation 
of private resources for purposes of direct relief, the Congress therefore feels 
that intensive efforts should be made to secure a far more adequate measure 
of assistance for Jewish relief and rehabilitation from public resources. The 
Congress expects that the work already accomplished in influencing the 
policies of Governmental, inter-Governmental and International Agencies in 
obtaining their participation in the work of relief and rehabilitation for the 
Jewish population, will be continued in the same spirit with the same vigour 
as it had been in the past. , 

The Congress underlines the exceptional importance of the pioneer work 
which the World Jewish Congress has carried out in the sphere of relief work 
and expresses the hope that it will continue to be effective and active as a 
pioneer in the field of future Relief work. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE 
WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

CHAPTER I 

AIMS AND COMPOSITION 

Article I 

The World Jewish Congress is a voluntary association of representative 
Jewish bodies, communities and organisations throughout the world, which 
affiliate under this constitution. 

Article 2. 

The World Jewish Congress is organised to assure the survival, and to 
foster the unity of the Jewish people; and to that eud:-

(a) to co-ordinate the efforts of its affiliated organisations with respect 
to the political, economic, social and cultural problems of the JeWISh people; 

(b) to secure the rights, status and interests of Je~s and Jewish 
communities and to defend them wherever they are demed, v101ated or 
imperilled; 

(e) to encourage and assist the creative development of Jewish social and 
cultural life throughout the world; 

(d) to represent and act on behalf of its affiliated organisatio:,~ before 
governmental, inter-governmental and oth~r mternanonal authOrItIes WIth 

respect to matters which concern the JeWlsh people as a whole. 
The World Jewish Congress strives to co-operate with all peoples ou the 

basis of universal ideals of peace, freedom and justice. 

Article 3. 

Affiliation with the World Jewish Congress shall in no way affect the 
autonomy of affiliates with regard. to the internal and religiou~ affairs of 
their respective Jewish co!UlUumtleS, nor Imply ~ny a~t~onzatl?n to the 
World Jewish Congress to mtervene ill the domesllc pohlical affalts of that 
country. 

Article 4 
1. Jewish bodies, co~uniti,es .and orga?-isations, ~ormed and acting in 

accordance with democranc prmciples, which subscnbe to the purpose of 
the World Jewish Congress and agree to abide by the provisions of this 
constitution, may affiliate as constituent or associate members upon approval 
by the Executive Committee. 

2. (a) Constituent membership shall be granted to only one national 
Jewish body, conunumty or orgarusatlOll In any country. 

(b) The constituent member shall be the generally recognized or 
acknowledged representative Jewish body of the country. In the absence 
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of any such body, or the failure of any such body to apply for affiliation or 
its disqualification, the Executive Committee may accept as the constituent 
member for such country that body which in its view best qualifies for 
membership. 

(e) Under special circumstances the Executive Committee may by a 
two-thirds vote of its members grant constituent membership to such other 
body or bodies upon such terms and conditions as the Executive 
Committee may prescribe. 

3. Associate membership may be granted to international organisations 
by a two-thirds vote of the Executive Committee on such terms and con­
ditions as the Executive Committee may find appropriate. 

CHAPTER II. 

ORGANS. 

Article 5. 
The organs of the World Jewish Congress are: The Plenary Assembly; 

the General Council; the Executive Committee; and such subsidiary 
organs as the Executive Committee may deem necessary to establish. 

CHAPTER III. 

THE PLENARY ASSEMBLY. 

Article 6. 

The Plenary As~embly is the supreme authority of the World Jewish 
Congress in all matters. 

Article 7. 
I. The Executive Committee shall summon the Plenary Assembly to an 

ordinary session every second year. 
2. When circumstances render it necessary, the Executive Committee 

may, by a vote of two-thirds of its members, postpone the ordinary session 
of the Plenary Assembly for not more than one year. Further postponements 
require the approval of the General Council by a vote of two-thirds of its 
members present and voting. 

Article 8. 

I. The Executive Committee shall, upon request of three-fourths of its 
members, summon an extraordinary session of the Plenary Assembly. 
Members not present may submit their votes in "Writing. The business of 
such session shall be limited to those matters proposed by the Executive 
Committee. 

2. On the written request of two-thirds of the members of the General 
Council, the Executive Committee shall Sl..unmon an extraordinary session to 
consider those matters specified in the request. Such session shall be 
convened within six weeks from the receipt of the requisition and shall be 
held not later than two months from the date of its convocation. 
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Article 9. 
r. The Plenary Assembly shall consist of delegates elected by member 

organisations so as truly to reflect the composrtIon of the respective 
community. 

2. The number of delegates allotted to each constituent member shall 
be deterntined by the General Council with due regard to the JeWIsh 
population of the respective country. No country shall be entItled to more 
than two-fifths of the total of the number of delega),is. 

3. The number of delegates allotted to associate members shall be fi:ced 
by the Exeuctive Committee, but shall not exceed five for any aSSOCiate 

member. 
4. The validity of the election or designation ?f the delegates shall be 

subject to confirmation by the Credentlals CommIttee. 
5. The members of the Executive Committee and of the General Council 

shall have the right to take full part m the proceedings of the Plenary Assembly, 
but without voting rights unless they are elected delegates. 

Article lO. 

r. The proceedings of the Plenary Assembly shall be conducted by a 
Presidium elected by it for the duratlOn of the seSSlOn. 

2. The proceedings of the Plenary Assembly shall be conducted in 
accordance with rules of procedure to be proposed by the ExeCU!lve Com­
mittee and approved by the Plenary Assembly. 

3. Every delegate shall have one vote in the Plenary Assembly. 
4. Decisions of the Plenary Assembl!, shall be b~ a simple m~jority of 

those present and voting unless otherWIse proVIded m thIS Constltutlon. 

CHAPTER IV. 

THE GENERAL COUNCIL. 

Article II. 

I. The General Coullcil consists of 
(a) Representatives of constituent member organisations nominated 

by them and elected by the Plenary Assembly. Any vacancy due to. death, 
resignation or other reason shall be filled by the respectIve nommatmg 
organisation. 

(b) Not more than ten members elected ad personam by the Plenary 
Assembly. 

(e) Not more than fifteen members co-opted by the General Council. 
(J) Members of the Executive Committee. 

Article 12. 

The functions of the General Council shall be to receive and approve 
the reports of the Executive Committee and to determine policy, programme 
and financial affairs in accordance WIth the declSlons of the Plenary Assembly. 
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Article 13. 

I. The General Council shall meet in ordinary session not less than 
once a year. 

2. On the written request to the Chairman of the General Council by 
not Jess than ~o-thirds of Its memb~rs. an extraordinary session of the 
General Council shall be summoned Within one month from the receipt of 
the request and shall be held not later than one month from the date of its 
convocation. 

CHAPTER V. 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Article 14. 

The Exe:utive Committee conducts the affairs and acts on behalf of the 
World JeWIsh Congress m accordance with the decisions of the Plenary 
Assembly and the General Council. 

Article IS. 

I. The Plenary Assembly elects the Executive Com;nittee. 
2. The Executive o,mmittee shall have power to fill vacancies arising by 

reason. of death or resl~atlOn, and subject to confirmation by the General 
Councll, to co-opt addItional members but not more than one-fifth of the 
number elected by the Plenary Assembly. 

CHAPTER VI. 

OFFICERS. 

Article 16. 

I. The Plenaty. Assembly elects the President of the World Jewish 
Congress, the Chan;nan of the Executive Committee and the Chairman of 
the General COunCIl. 

2. !he President shall be a member of the Executive Committee with 
. full rIghts. 

3· If the office of President becomes vacant, the Chainnan of the Executive 
Commmee .shall act as PreSIde:" until the next meeting of the General 
Co~ncrl which shall elect a PreSIde:" to hold office until the next ordinary 
seSSIon of the Plenary Assembly. 

Article '7. 

I.. The General o,uncil fills any vacancy occurring in the office of its 
Chairman and elects Its other officers. 

2. The Chairman of the General Council summons and presides over 
the meetings of the General Council. 
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Article 18. 
The Executive Committee fills any vacancy occurring in the office of its 

Chairman, elects its other officers and determines its administrative personnel 
and machinery. 

CHAPTER VII. 

THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE. 

Article 19. 
I. The General Council shall elect a Credentials Committee to examine 

and determine the validity of the mandates of delegates and to report its 
findings to the Plenary Assembly. 

2. There shall be a right of appeal from the decision of the Credentials 
Committee to the Presidium of the Plenary Assembly. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

FINANCES. 

Article 20. 

The revenue of the World Jewish Congress shall consist of:-
Ca) Contributions of member organisations to be determined in 

accordance with a key to be adopted by the Plenary Assembly and jar the 
General o,uncil. 

(b) Other voluntary contributions of organisations or individuals. 

CHAPTER IX. 

AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION 

Article 21. 

This constitution may be amended ouly upon a decision of a Plenary 
Assembly at which not less than three-fourths of the constituent member 
organisations are represented. Amendments require a two-thirds majority 
of delegates present and voting. 

CHAPTER X. 

FINAL REGULATIONS. 

Article 22. 

If necessaty for the effective operation and conduct of the World Jewish 
Congress and its affairs the Executive Committee is empowered to take all 
the appropriate measures for registration' or incorporation in any GQ\lntry 
or countries' and with any authority or organisation. . 

Article 23. 

The present constitution shall come into fo". immediately. 
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GENERAL COUNCIL 
(Supplement) 

The Secoud Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, in accord­
ance with Article 13, paragraph I (a) of the Constitution, established the 
following key for the election of members of the General Council: 

Mem?er organisations representing a country or territory with a Jewish 
populatlOn-

between 20,000 and 75,000 are entitled to one seat 
" 75,000" 150,000" " " two seats 
" 150,000" *' 350~ooo" " "three" 

. ,,35°,000 " 700,000" " "four" 
and for every additional 400,000 or fraction thereof to an additional seat. 

Israel is entitled to three seats in addition to those computed by the key. 
Member organisations representing a country or territory of less than 

20,000 may be combined with other member organisations in a similar 
position to attain the required minimum for- representation in the General 
Council. 

. The Second Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, taking 
mto consideration the Constitution adopted by that Assembly 
reco&~zes that special situations may arise for which no specifi~ 
provlSlons have been made and could not practicaJly be disposed of by a 
conStltutIOll. 

Such situations are inter alia : 

I. Definite departure of a member of the General Council from a country 
where he has residence when elected to the Council. 

2. Such changes in the size of population of a Jewish community as will 
affect the key of its representation in the General Council. 

3· Change of the personal circumstances under which a representative 
was nominated. 

The Plenary Assembly recognizes that in such and similar situations 
proper representation of the respective community on the General Council 
may no longer prevail. The Assembly therefore recommends that the 
members of the General Council concerned will make it possible to their 
nominating member-organisation to make the necessary corrections with 
regard to their representation so that it truly reflects the internal composition 
of their community. " 
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LIST OF OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 

elected by the 
Second Plenary Assembly of the World J ewish Con~ress: 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise-President of the World Jewish Congress. 
Dr. Nahum Goldman-Chairman of the Executive Committee. 
Dr. A. L. Kubowitzki-Chairman of the General Council. 

AMERICAN BRANCH: 

Rabbi Philip Bernstein 
Rabbi Simon Federbusch 
Leon Gellman 
Dr. Israel Goldstein 
Judge Louis Levinthal 
Louis Lipsky 
Dr. Robert S. Marcus 
Rabbi Irving Miller 
Shad Polier 

Dr. Joachim Prinz 
Dr. David Petegorsky 
Dr. Ignacy Schwarzbart 
Louis Segal 
Dr. Joseph Tenehbaum 
Baruch Zuckerman-all New York 
Samuel Bronfman (Montreal) 
Rabbi M. L. Perlzweig (Toronto) 
Dr. Jacob Hellman (Buenos Aires) 

EUROPEAN BRANCH: 

Dr. Noah Barou 
Dr. F. R. Bienenfeld 
Alex L. Easterman 
Dr. S. Levenberg 
The Marchioness of Reading 
Rabbi Kopul Rosen 
Mrs. Rebecca Sieff 
Sidney S. Silverman, M.P. 

Raffaele Cantoni (Rome) 
Marc Jarblum 
Israel J eftoykin 
Rabbi R. Kapel 
Dr. J. Modiano 
Dr. Mordechai Oren-all Paris 
Dr. Gerhard M. Riegner ( Geneva) 
Dr. Moshe Sneh 

Dr. Aton Steinberg-all London Hillel Storch (Stockholm) 

ISRAELI BRANCH: 

Abraham Bialopolski 
Dr. Mordechai Nutock 

Anselm Reiss 
Dr. Arieh L. Tartakower 

The following seats were kept open for nontinations to be made at a 
later date:­

Argentina (I) 
Brazil (I) 
Bulgaria (I) 

France (I) 
Hungary (2) 
Israel (I) 
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Mexico (I) 
Poland (2) 
Rumania (2) 
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DELEGATES 
ARGENTINA: 

Delegacioll de Asociaciones Israelitas Argentinas. 
Abramovich, 1. 
Firstatter, Dr. J. 
Gesang, H. 
Kovensky, Dr. J. 

Alternate: 

AUSTRALIA: 

Lapaco, L. 
Schusheim, Dr. L. 
Swarsensky, Dr. H. 

Gojchgelerint, 1. 

Executive Council of Australian Jewry. 
Klippel, A. Machover, Dr. J. 

AUSTRIA: 
Jewish Community of Vienna 

Union of Austrian Jewish Communities. 
Maurer, Dr. E. Schapira, Dr. D. 

A1ternate: 
Kohn, M. 

Jewish Central Committee of Liberated Jews for the U.S. Zone 
(Salzburg). 

Geller, S. 
Strauch, Dr. Z. 

Wiesenthal, S. 

International Committee for 
Former Jewish Concentration Camp Inmates and Refugees. 

Teichholz, B. 
Alternate: 

Neufeld, L. 

BELGIUM: 
Conseil des Associations Juives de Belgique. 

Bieber, S. 
Gunzburg, Prof. N. 

Alternates: 
Borenstein, J. 

BRAZIL: 
Confederation 

Hoff, Dr. M. 
Koogan, A. 

BULGARIA: 

Heiber, A. 
Ryba, A. 

Fleischer, A. 

des Associations des Juifs de Bresil. 
Lemle, Rabbi E. 
Lipski, J. 

Consistoire Central des Juifs. 
Levy, S. A. 
Moshew, I. 

CANADA: 

Natan Primo, Prof. J. 

Canadian Jewish Congress. 
PerIzweig, Dr. M. L. 
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CHILE: 
Comite Representativo de la Collectividad Israelita. 

Segall, S. 

CHINA: 
World Jewish Congress China Section. 

Cyrinsky, G. 

COSTA RICA: 
Centro IsraeUta Sionista. 

Polakiewicz, Dr. M. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA: 
Council of Jewish Communities of Bohemia-Moravia-Silesia. 

Fertig, Dr. B. Ungar, Dr. E. 
Simkova, Mrs. L. 

Union of Jewisb Communities of Slovakia. 
Frieder, E. Winterstein Dr. V 
Krasnansky, O. 

EIRE: 
Jewish Representative Council (If Eire. 

Feldmann, K. Segal, J. 

FINLAND: 
Central Committee of Jewish Communities in Finland. 

Straschefsky, Dr. H. 

Alternate: 
Berlinger, Rabbi E. 

FRANCE: 
Delegation Frans:aise du Congres Juif Mondial. 

Blum, I. 
Braun, H. 
Drori, P. 
Fortzetzer, Mrs. T. 
Fridman, J. 

GERMANY: 
A.-BERLIN 

B.-BRITISH ZONE 

Grinberg, R. 
Kapel, Rabbi R 
Topiol, M. 
Zucker" S. 

Jewish Community. 
Fabian, Dr. H. E. 

Central Committee of Liberated Jews. 
Goldstein, H. 
Laufer, B. 
Rosensaft, J. 

Alternate: 

Weintraub, S. 
Wollheim, N. 

Rosenthal, D 



C.-FRENCH ZONE 
Oberrat der Israeliten Badens. 

Rosenberger, N. 
Landesverband der Israelitischen Gemeinden Rheinland und Pfalz. 

Bern, A. 

Central Committee of Liberated Jews. 

Alternate: 

D.-U.S. ZONE 

Gerstenfeld, M. 

Berkovicz, Z. 

Juedische Gemeinde Saar. 
Levy, Senatspraesident A. 

Central Committee of Liberated Jews. 
Chwojnik, Dr. 
Eife, Ch. 
Feffer, L. 
Piekatsch, P. 

M. Rubinstein, Ruvin 
Slomowicz, S. 
Szwarzblat, P. 
Treger, D. 

Interessenvertretung der Juedischen Gemeinden. 
Epstein, Dr. Landau, E. 
Alternate: 

Auerbach, Dr. Ph. 

GREAT BRITAIN: 
World Jewish 

Bakstansky, L. 
Congress British Section. 

Nathani, I. 
Cohen, Rev. A. 
Harris, W. 
Jacobs, N. M. 
Levenberg, Dr. S. 
Margulies, B. 
Myer, H. 
Alternates: 
Beilin, L. 
Berner, M. 
Fellman, S. 
Freeman, H. 

GREECE: 

Nahum, Mrs. M. 
Reading, J\1archioness of 
Shaerf, Mrs. R. 
Sieff, Mrs. J. M. 
Silverman, S. S., M.P. 

Goldberg, I. 
Lincoln, Com. A. F., K.C 
Orbach, M., M.P. 

Central Board of Jewish Communities. 

HUNGARY: 
World 

Beck, Dr. S. 
Benedek, Dr. L. 
Bisseliches, M. 

. Geyer, Dr. A. 

INDIA: 

Klee, Dr. H. 

Jewish Congress Hungarian Section. 
Stoeckler, L. 
Szuecs, Dr. J. 
Ungar, Dr. B 

Jewish Association of Calcutta. 
Cohen, D. 
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ISRAEL: 

Bialopolski, A. 
Burg, Dr. J. 
Grabovski~ M. 
Hacohen, S. L. 
Kahane, Dr. Z. 

ITALY: 

Vaad Leumi. 
Oren, M. 
Reiss, A. 
Tartakower, Dr. A. L. 
West, B. 
Zerubavel, J. 

Union of Italian Jewish Communities. 
Bonfiglioli, Dr. R. 
Cantoni, R. 

Viterbo, C. A. 

Organisation of Jewish Refugees in Italy. 
Bernstein, Dr. L. Horowitz, E. 
Friedmann, W. 

Alternates : 
Dobrik, A. 
Duvdewani, B. 

LUXEMBOURG: 

MEXICO: 

Kahan, I. 

Consistoire Israelite de Luxembourg. 
Kratzenstein, Grand Rabbin Dr. J. 

Comite Central Israelita de Mexico. 
Drucker, Dr. P. Knoepfier, J. 
Frumin, J. Mitrani, V. 

NETHERLANDS: 
Dutch Advisory Committee for the World Jewish Congress. 

Goidiust, W. Nordheim, Mrs. M. B. 
Kleerekoper, Dr. S. 

NORWAY: 

Alternate: 

POLAND: 

Berman, Dr. A. 
Fischgrund, S. 

Mosaiska Trossamfund. 
Bernstein, M. 

Koritzinsky, H. 

Central Committee of Jews in Poland. 

Kahane, Chief Rabbi D. 
Lazebnik, J. 

Parnass, H. 
Sack, J. 
Smolar, G. 
Stern, P. 

Mirski, M. 

PORTUGAL: 

Alternate: 

Communidate Israelita. 
Sequerra, Dr. S. 

Rytten, M. 
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RUMANIA: 
World J'ewish 

Baca1, I. 
Benevisti, Dr. M. 
Dasgalu, lng. A. 
Esselson, 1. 
Feldman, B., M.P. 
Isovici, Prof. P. 

U.S.A: 

Congress Rumanian Section. 
Kahn, Dr. H. 
Leibovici, S., M.P. 
Manolescu, E., M.P. 
Rosen, Chief Rabbi M. 
Tumarchin, I. 

American Jewish Congress. 

Annes, Mrs. P. 
Annes, P. 
Arooin, Mrs. B. 
Baron, Mrs. F. 
Baumgold, J. 
Berman, Rabbi M. 
Booth, S. 
Brodsky, D. 
Brown, S. 
Brusk, Mrs. T. 
Edelstein, Mrs. F. 
Federbush, Dr. S. 
Fisher, Rabbi J. 
Frankel, Mrs. H. 
Frankel, H. 
Gabriel, Rabbi 1. 
Glasser, Mrs. L. 
Kahn, A. 
Kirschbluro, Rabbi M. 

SWEDEN: 

Knopf, S. H. 
Kubowitzki, Mrs. M. 
Marcus, Dr. R. S. 
Petegorsky, Dr. D. 
'Potier, S. 
Prinz, Dr. J. 
Ratsprecher, Mrs. L. 
Schwarzbart, Dr. 1. 
Silber, A. 
Silber, Mrs. A. 
Steinberg, M. 
Tenenbaum, J. 
Tenenbaum, Mrs. So 
Wein, H. 
Wise, Dr. Stephen S. 
Wahl, Rabbi S. 
Zenowitz, A. 
Zuckerman, Mrs. N. 

World Jewish Congress Swedish Section. 
Aronzon, Z. 
Berman, K. 
Alternate: 

Hollaender, F. 

Lapidus, L. 

Jewish Community :Malmoe. 
Marcus, L. 

Central Committee of Liberated Jews in Sweden. 
Albirt, J. Schaechter, J. 
Alternates: 
Barburger, Dr. E. 
Benzian, J. H. 
Bychowski, M. 

SWITZERLAND: 

Goldstein, M. 
Rost, Dr. N. 
Tisch, Dr. E. 

Union of Swiss Jewish Communities. 
Cohn, Dr. M. 
Guggenheim, Dr. G. 
Alternates: 
Kahn, Dr. F. 
Rosenblatt, W. 

Nordmann, Mr. J. 

URUGtJAY: 
Comite Central Israelita del Uruguay. 

Burstein, 1. 

YUGOSLAVIA: 
Federation of Jewish Communities of Yugoslavia. 

AlcalaY:I D. 
Kadelburg, Dr. L. 

Alternate: 

Vajs, Dr. A. 

Stajner, A. 

SCANDINAVIAN YOUTH FEDERATION: 
Hofstatcr, ]v1. 

WO\lLD UNION OF JEWISH STUDENTS: 
Brunswig, Dr. H. Feigel, S. 

Alternates: 
Kaufmann, A. Rabner, E. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Wise, Dr. Stephen S., President New York 
Goldman, Dr. Nahum, Chairman of the Executive " 
Kubowitzki, Dr. A. Leon, Secretary General " 

Emenpreis, Chief Rabbi M. 
Federbusch, Dr. S. 
Jarblum, Marc 
J efroykin, I. 
Nurock, Dr. M. 
Perizweig, Dr. M. L. 
Reiss, Anselm 
Schwarzbart, Dr. I. 
Tartakower, Dr. Arieh 
Tenenbaum, Dr. J. 
Zuckermann, Baruch 

Stockholm 
New York 
Paris 

" New York 
Toronto 
Tel Aviv 
New York 
Jerusalem 
New York 

" 
MEMBERS OF THE OFFICE COMMITTEE 

Knopfmacher, Mrs. 
Marcus, Dr. R. S. 
Petegorsky, Dr. D. 

(NEW YORK) 
K. Polier, S. 

Robinson, Dr. N. 

MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT 
Barou, Dr. N. 
Barber, Dr. S. 
Bienenfeld, Dr. F. 
Cahn-Debre, Dr. S. 

3' 

London 

" 
" Paris 
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Easterm.an, A. L. 
Raisky, A. 
Riegner, Dr. G. M. 
Roth, Dr. S. 
Storch, H. 
Zelmanovits, Dr. L. 

London 
Paris 
Geneva 
London 
Stockholm 
London 

MEMBERS OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
COMMITTEE 

Bialopolski, A. 
Fischer, w. 
Guggenheim, Dr. G. 
Hellmann, Dr. J. 
Kahane, Dr. S. Z. 
Silberschein, Dr. A. 
Sneh, Dr. M. 

Tel Aviv 
Bucharest - Montreux 
Zurich 
Buenos Aires 
Tel Aviv 
Geneva 
Tel Aviv 

DENMARK. 

FRANCE. 

Fischer, J. 

FRATERNAL DELEGATES 

M~saiska Foersamlingen. 
Melchior, P. 

Conseil Representatif des Juifs de France (CRIF) 
Meiss, Dr. L. 

World Federation of Sephardi Jews. 
Camhy, O. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

Brotman, A. G. 
Cohen, I. 

SWEDEN. 

Baum, K. 
Grossman, K. 
Pulverman, W. 

Board of Deputies of British Jews. 
Riebenfeld, Dr. P. 

Mosaiska Foersamlingen. 
Wolf, Prof. E. 

DIRECTORS OF DEPARTMENTS. 
Public Relations Department, European Secretariat, London 
Relief Department, New York. 
Financial Control Department, New York. 

IN CHARGE OF EUROPEAN OFFICES. 
Becker, F. 
Becker, Miss M. 
Hilb, Miss E. 
Liban, Dr. J. 
Stiassny, E. 

W.J.C. Office, Italy. 
Secretariat Geneva Office. 
W.J.C., New York, delegate to the Swedish Office. 
W.J .C., Prague Office. 
W.J .C. Office, Austria. 
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